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NOVELS, &c. writ by Mrs. Eliza Haywood. 


OVE inExcefs, or the Fatal Enquiry 
a Novel. In three Parts. 'The F ourth 
Edition, Corrected. 
In vain from Fate we fly, - 
For firſt or laſt, as all muſt die, 
o tis as much-decreed above, + 
£'That firſt; or laſt; we all eve... | 
__ Lanſdowne. 

2. 'The Britiſh . or the Secret Hi- 
ſtory of Cleomira, ſuppos d dead: A Novel. 
The Second Edition. 3 

Women are govern *a by a Kulborn Fre; 

Their Love's Inſuperable, as their Hate , 

No Merit their Averfion'can remove, 

MWocr ill Requital can Face their Love. 
or Be Waller. 
JE Then; Tufted Hüsband; lor the Miſtaken 
Reſentment : A Novel. 
Short are the Triumphs of the Face alone. 
here Conduct fails, how tott xing is be Done! £ 
Without this Virtue, man s weakly croun d: 
Ot Minds fix Government, our Eyes "bar found. 


Dryden. 
4. Halia: : or, the Unfortunate — 
40 Novel. I Three 1 
= Under how hard a Fate are Women born ! 
3 Prix d to their Ruin, or expos d to Scorn : 
2 F ue want Beauty, we of Love deſpair ; 
5 And are e a, . ke Frontier-Towns, if fair. 
144) Waller. 
5. Letters em a N of Quality to a 
Chevalier, "Tranſlated: . the French. To 
which is added, A Diſcourſe concerning 
Writings of this Nature, by way of Eſſay. 


6. A Wife tobe Lett. A Comedy. As it 
is acted at the Theatre-Royal in OF ans. 
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NOVEL 


SELF-ABANDON'D. 


Written by Mrs. E.iza Harwood. 
Love various Minds does variouſiy inſpire ; 
He ſtirs in gentle Natures gentle Fire, | 
Like that of Incenſe on the Altars laid ; 
But raging Flames tempeſtuous Souls invade : 
A Fire which ev'ry windy Paſſion blows, 
With Pride it mounts, and with Revenge it glows. 


The SzconD EDITION. 
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preſume to 


entreat your Protec- 
tion of a Trifle ſuch 


45 4% 1 do more to 


4 1 ' were 10 5 
Work honours 
cepts it, but little Performances 
ſtand in need of all that Sweetneſs 
of Diſpoſition ſo conſpicuous in the 
| A 3 Beha- 


> 


\ * 


vi DE DICAT ION. 
| Behaviour and Character of your 
Lord ſhip; to engage a Pardon. 'Tis 
to be ſomething of a piece with 
Heaven, to regard the Mill more 
than the Merit of the Offering ; 
c and my Knowledge how zealous * 
; an Imitatos you are in all Things 
c. of that, gives me an almoſt | 
aſſur'd Hope you will not ſwerve 
in this, only to puniſh my Pre- 
ſumption. Ter x 
U Deſign in writing this lit- 
te Novel (as well. as thoſe I have 
ö WV 
1 remind the unthinking Part of the * 
f World, how, dangerous it is to gius 
Tay 40 Paſſion, will, I hope, ex: 
cuſe the too great Warmth, which 
may per hape, appear in ſome par- 
ticular Pages; for without the Ez, 
preſſion being impigorared in ſome | 
meaſure proportionate to the Sub- | 
ject, 'ranou'd be impoſſible for '@ | 
Reader to be ſenſible how far it 
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¶ touches him, on how probable it is 
2 that he is falling into v hoſe Inad. 
vertencies which the Examples I 
relate won d caution him to avoid. 
I tale the liberty of mentioning 
this to your Lord ſbip, to clear my 
E ſelf of that Aſper ſion which ſome 
of my own. Sex have been unkind 
enougli to throto upon me, that 
„ ſeem to endeavour;to divert 
e more than improve ie Minds 
1 ; FS of: my Readers. Now, as I take 
it, the Aim of every Perſon, wha 
= pretends to write (tho in the moſt 
inſigniicant and (ludicrous way) 
\Z ought to tend at leaſt to a good 
7 Moral Uſe ; I ſbou d be ſorry to 
' # have my Intentions judg d to be 
the very reverſe of what they are 
in Reality. How far 1 have been 
able to ſucceed in my Deſires of 
infuſing thoſe Cautions, too neceſ- 
ar) to a Number, I will not pre- 
tend to determine: but where I 
# have had the Misfortund to fail, 
= mußt 
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VIII DE DIC AT TON. 


maſt impure it either to the 
ſtinacy of thoſe I won d — 
or 10 my oon Deficiency in that 
Vi ing rohich They are plea- 
ed to \ ſay 1 too much abound in--- 
a true Deſcription of Nature. 

But I will give your Lordſhip 
2 woke: trouble than what pro. 
reeds from Gratitude; and with | 
entreating you to accept my hum- | 
bleſt Acknowledgments for all the 

wnmerited Erber! 1 have re- 
m_ conclude, R 


% LORD, 
"your Lordlkip's moſt oblige, 
99-09% Moſt Faithful, and 
45 Obedient _ 
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The 'Sz1r-ABANDON'D. 


EVER was a Court more re- 
ſplendent with Beautys, than that 

of France, in the Reign of their 
late Monarch Lewis XIV. That 
Prince, in ſpite of his Ambition, 
found room for Love, nor could the inceſſant 
Hurry of his other Affairs deprive him of 
the Pleaſures of Gallantry. He was for ever 
engag d in ſome Amour: one Deſire no 
ſooner ſicken'd, than another kindled in his 
Soul. But of all that had the power to charm. 
him, none ever maintain'd a more abſolute. 
Dominion, than Madam de Monteſpan ; _ 
| 9 


— 


2 LASS ELI A: or, 

if it was not ſo laſting as that of the cele- 
brated Maintenon, yet for the time it held, it 
Was as ſtrong: In the Houſe, and under the 
care of this great Lady, did the lovely Laſ- 
ſelia receive her Education; who being her 
Neice, and extreamly belov'd by her, *tis 
not to be doubted bur that ſhe had all thoſe 
Advantages and Improvements, which are 
neceſſary to accompliſh a Maid of Quality for 
Converſations ſuch as were fuitable to her 
Character. MD | 


T HE MNiſtreſſes of Kings are not con- 
fider'd in the ſame view with thoſe of pri- 
vate Men: the Intereſt every one had in 
making their Court to Madam de Monteſpan, 
and the perpetual refort of the beſt Com- 
pany to her Houſe, gave our Laſſelia, as ſhe 
grew up, Opportunities of improving her- 
felf, which ſhe could have found in no other 
place : and thoſe Advantages, join'd to a na- 
tural Genius of her own, much more ſublime 

| 


than is ordinarily obſerved in Perſons of her 
Sex, eſpecially at ſuch an Age, made her 
Behaviour furprizing to thoſe of riper Years; | 
1 grey Hairs would liſten to her Talk with 
Ell 's pleaſure, the Delicacy of her Notions was ſuch, 
that the Wiſeſt would acknowledge themſelves 
edify'd by her Converfation— But if the 
grave Part of the World were charm'd with 
her Wit and Diſcretion, the Young and Gay 
were infinitely more ſo with her Beauty; 
9 - which tho it was not of that dazling kind 
| which ſtrikes the Eye ar firſt looking on it 
with Defire and Wonder, yet it was ſuch as 
ſeldom fail'd of captivating Hearts the moſt 
Br | _ ayerle 
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The Self- Abandond. 3 


averſe to Love. Her Features were 8 


regular, her Eyes had an uncommon Vivacity 
in them, mix d with a Sweetnefs, which ſpoke. 
the Temper of her Soul; her Mein was 
gracefully eaſy, and her Shape the moſt ex- 
quiſite that could be: in fine, her Charms 
encreas'd by being often ſeen, every View diſ- 


> Ccover'd ſomething new to be admir'd; and tho 


= 


they were of that fort which more properly 
may be ſaid to perſuade, than command Ado- 
ration, yet they perſuaded it in fuch a man- 
ner, that no Mortal was able to reſiſt their 
Force And, indeed, when Paſſion enters 
the Soul by ſuch gentle and unperceiv'd' De- 
grees, it generally takes a ſurer hold, and is 
with much leſs eaſe extirpated, than when it 
ruſhes all at once upon us, and * tells 
us that we muſt obey. | 


LASSE IA being Crack, and infinitely 
more agreeable than JI have power to repre- 
ſent her, tis eaſy to believe ſhe was not 
without a very great Number of Adorers: 
Both her Parents being dead, Madam de Mon- 
teſpan was never at reſt for the Sollicitations 
of thoſe whom the Perfections of her beauti- 
ful Neice had attracted to defire her in Mar- 
riage : but that Lady having Affairs enough 
of her own to manage, troubled not herfelf 
much about it; and had Laſſelia been inclina- 
ble to alter her Condition, whether to her 
Advantage or not, tis probable the other, 
in ſpite of the Kindneſs ſhe had for her, 
would not have taken much pains en to 
have forwarded or prevented it, 


B 2 THE 


= _kaSSELMASDE 

- THE young, and as yet inſenſible Subject 
of this little Hiſtory, thought herſelf happy 
in this Diſpoſition of her Aunt, which gave 
her ſo much the liberty of acting as ſhe pleas'd ; 
for finding in herſelf rather an Averſion to 
Marriage, than any Inclination to it, nothing 
could have been ſo ſhocking to the Humility 
and Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition, as to have 
found herſelf oblig'd, either to have yielded 
to enter into a State, which, in the Humour 
the was at preſent, muſt have made her 
wretched ; or, by refuſing, incur the Diſ- 
pleaſure of a Lady, who ſhe conſider'd as a 
Parent, and for whom ſhe had the greateſt 
Eſteem, and tendereſt Regard. 


THUS charming, and uncharm'd, did 
ſhe paſs her Days in the moſt perfect Tran- 
quillity that cou'd be; no auſtere Parent, or 
Guardian, to over-awe Averſion, and force 
her to receive with Smiles the Man ſhe 
hated——No Hopes, no Fears, Suſpence, 
Perplexity, nor racking Jealouſies, diſturb'd 
her Peace of Mind—ſhe knew no Wiſh 
beyond what ſhe enjoy'd and if ſhe 
thought of Love at all, it was but to won- 
der at the Influence ſhe ſaw it have on 
others. Among the Numbers that addrefs'd 
| her, there was not one whoſe Abſence cou'd 
give her a moment's Pain, tho' ſeveral whoſe 
Preſence pleas'd ; but then it was only ſuch a 
kind of Pleaſure as might have flow'd from 
the Converſation of one of her own Sex, 
_ equally qualified with good Senſe and Com- 
plaifance a cold Reſpect, or, at —_ a 
$2 Wy We: are 


The: Self- Abandon d. 

bare liking of their Company, was all that 
the moſt favour'd could boaſt of from her; 
nor did ſhe once imagine ſhe ſhould ever be 
brought to entertain any other Notions of 
that uneaſy Paſſion, than what ſhe was at 
preſent poſſeſt of that it was all Chimera; 
and that thoſe who ſeem'd moſt fatally 
ſway'd by it, had only ſo long affected to be 
mad, that at laſt they grew ſo in Reality. 


T Is poſſible, indeed, ſhe never might F 
have chang'd her Sentiments, had ſhe con- | 
tinued in Paris, where ſhe. had already ſeen 

every body worthy her Conſideration, with- ” | 
out. confefling herſelf the leaſt ſuſceptible of 
| what ſo many had endeavoured to inſpire: 
"MW But an unexpected Turn happening in her 
5 Affairs, brought her to a different Scene of 
Obſervation, and convinc'd her how little, 
in ſpite. of her fine Senſe, ſhe knew the true 
Diſpoſition of her own Heart. 


5 THE King coming one day to viſit Ma- 
. dam de Monteſpan, and hearing ſhe was laid 
down to Repoſe, contented - himſelf with 

paſſing an Hour or two in Talk with her 
fair Neice, deſigning no more than to divert 
himſelf till the other ſhou'd awake; but he 
was ſo infinitely pleas'd and ſurpriz'd with 
1 the Charms of her Converſation, having ne- 
ke ver till that time had the Opportunity of 

; 


entertaining her alone, that he cou'd have 
wiſh'd a longer Continuance of it. 


I * H E was but juſt beginning to let her 
Y know the Satisfaction this Interview had 
given 
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given him, when he was prevented from 
faying more by the coming of Madam de 


Monieſpan. Tis probable her Preſence never 


had been fo unwelcome before, and he teſti- 
fied the Chagrin he conceiv'd at it, by a 
tender Preſſure of the young Laſſelia's Hand, 
as ſhe withdrew, telling him ſhe left his 


| Majeſty to a Converſation more worthy of 


entertaining him. As artleſs as ſhe was, and 
as indifferent an Opinion as ſhe had of Love, 
ſhe eaſily perceiv'd ſhe had infpir'd him 
with that Deſire which bears the Name of 
it, and was ſo far from being proud of her 
Power, that it gave her a very great Uneaſi- 
neſs; ſhe foreſaw a world of Difficulties 
wou'd attend the Conqueſt of this Royat 
Slave, and heartily wiſh'd that what he had 
ſaid to her, might prove to be only the 
Effect of an unmeaning Gallantry, and for- 
got as ſoon as ſpoke. But, alas! her Charms 
had made a mueh deeper Impreſſion on the 
Heart of this amorous Monarch, than ſhe 
defired they ſhould ; the very next Day con- 
firm'd her Knowledge of it Happening to 
meet her in a Gallery as ſhe was paſſing 
thro? to viſit ſome Ladies in the Palace, he 


ſtopp'd her, and made fo paſſionate a Decla- 


ration to her, that ſhe ſtood in need of all 
her Wit to anſwer him in Terms which 
ſhou'd neither affront the Offers he made, 
nor encourage him to repeat them: But tho“ 
her Replies to all he ſaid, were full of Reſpe& 


and Gratitude for the Conſideration he ſeemꝰd 


to have of her, yet ſhe maintain'd that cool 
Reſerve, that Majeſty of Modeſty, which all 
Women, tho' in the loweſt Rank of Life, 
owe 
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The Self- Abandond. 7 
owe ſo much to themſelves to wear even to 
the higheſt, when their Virtue is affaulted 3 
that it might have daſh'd a Lover leſs accu- 
ſtomed to Succeſs. But the was ſo well ac- 
quainted with the Ambition that moſt Wo- 
men have of being the Favourite of a King, 
that he conſider d her Refuſals only as the 
Reſult of what ſhe might fear from the In- 
dignation of her Aunt Madam de Monteſpan, _ 
and therefore ſent Monſieur le Broſſe, one who 
at that time was Gentleman of his Bed- 
Chamber, to let her know, That, if ſhe plea- 
ſed, ſhe had it in her power to be greater 
than the Perſon ſhe at preſent had a Depen- 
dance on, and to make her an Offer of a 
very fine Caſtle near the River Sein for her 


| reſidence. Laſſelia was more concern d than 


can be well expreſs'd when this Meſſage was 
deliver'd to her, and conjur d him that 
brought it to return ſome Anſwer, in what 
manner ſhe did not care, ſo it were ſuch as 
would cut off all room to believe ſhe ever could 
be prevail'd on to do any thing which might 


| deſerve ſuch Bounties Let the King, ſaid 


fhe, think me imprudent, or unwiſe, his Opi- 
nion, nay, his Indignation, cannot give me 
more Chagrin, than does his Affection. It 
was in vain that the Confidante repreſented to 
her the Advantages there were in being Mi- 
ſtreſs to a King, ſhe was not to be mov'd, 
nor had Grandeur any Charms when it was 
to be purchas'd at a Rate ſo dear as loſs of 
Virtue : and he found himſelf oblig'd to re- 
turn without being able to gain any thing 
from her, which might make his Maſter. ſa- 
tisfy'd with his Negotiation, 8 
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BUT all this could not 1 without the 
Obſervation of Madam de Monteſpan; ſhe had 


taken notice in what manner the King had 
look d, when he took leave of her Neice that 
Day ſhe had entertain d him in her Abſence 


She Tha her Spies which had inform'd her of 
his talking to her in the Gallery and the 


coming of /e Braſſe to her Houle, and the 


private Converſation they had together, ſuffi- 


ciently confirm'd her, ſhe had a Rival in 
her Neice, and fir d her jealous Soul with an 
inexpreſſible Indig nation She upbraided 
the innocent Laſſelia with Falſhood and Ingra- 
titude, and vow d a Vengeance ſuitable to the 


Cauſe; and it was to no purpoſe for a long 


time, that the other endeavour d to clear her- 


ſelf from theſe Aſperſions. Rage is always deaf. 


This Misfortune, as it was unforeſeen, was 


the more terrible to be borne; nor is it to be 


wonder'd at, that ſhe ſhould be prodigiouſly 
alarm'd at what ſo nearly touch'd her Intereſt, 
and was ſo ſhocking to her Pride, to find the 


Power ſhe had ſo long maintain'd over the 
Heart of one of the greateſt Monarchs in 


the World, in ſuch an imminent danger of 
being near an end; and to owe her Downfall 


to one of her own Houſe, of her own Blood, 
and one who ſhe herſelf had taken care to 


adorn with all thoſe Accompliſhments which 
had attracted Admiration, was ſuch an Ag- 


gravation to her Diſcontent, as Words would 


but poorly repreſent. 


ALL the Aſſurances that Laſſelia gave 


her, that ſhe would die rather than yield to 
injure 


De 'Self- Abandon'd. 9 
injure her in the leaſt, and the Deteſtation 
ſhe expreſs*d at the thoughts of ſuch an Ac- 
tion, was not ſufficient to pacify her She 
could ſcarce believe, there was a Poſſibility of 
for ever reſiſting the Addreſſes of a Monarch 
ſo every way agreeable, as all that knew him 
confefs*d him to be——Bur if there were, 
the Attempt was enough; her haughty Soul 
could ill endure the fight of one who was 
thought more lovely than herſelf, and who 
had it in her power to make her unhappy, if 
ſhe pleas'd —— But how to get rid of her, 
ſhe could not tell; if ſhe put her out of her 
Houſe, ſhe conſider'd, that it would but 
give her the more opportunity of being ſeen 
by the King, and receiving Proofs of his 
Paſhon ; which, while ſhe continu'd with 
her, he had {till roo much Reſpect publickly to 
avow. While ſhe was in this Dilemma, the 
generous Laſſelia perceiving her Diſcontent, 


and very much diſquieted herſelf at the con- 


tinued Sollicitations of a Monarch, whoſe 
Paſſion for manyReaſons was no way pleaſing 
to her, thought of a way to eaſe at once both. 
her own and her Aunt's Uneaſineſs : And, 
defiring leave to wait on her in her Chamber, 
(for the other, of late, not well able to brook - 
her Preſence, had deny'd her that Privilege) 
approach'd her with theſe Words : Madam, 
Jaid ſhe, as T am the innocent Cauſe of your 
Chagrin, I come now to implore your Per- 
miſſion, to eaſe you of the fight of a Perſon 
who I am very ſenſible you no longer can 
behold with Satisfaction The many Fa- 


vours I have receiv'd in your Houſe; would 


mgke me quit it with the utmoſt Concern : 
; | | | but 


— 


— 


wo. 
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bucwbenT conſider, that your Gooddeſs in 
my continuance in ix, renders you 


uneaſy, J cani:dq_noJefs, in Gratitude, than 
— 1 7 0 0 therefore, i auded ſbe, 
after à Hiile Pauſe, that I may i depart: and 
miner I have offended, tho .againſt,my. Will, 
the only thing I can do to contribute to your = 


= 


Peace; is, to take away the Cauſe ; and by 
2 voluntary Doom I paſs on myſelf, may 
have hope you will pardon a Crime which is 
Muoluntary. And where, cry d. Madam de 
Monteſpan haſtily, a + 099-9 15 
fextions © were rent from what, . 
Were) | where he. ” 
reph d the other, 3 any Place that may 
give you A pprehenſions that J niean any 
_ otherwiſe, chan to make you 


for your Permiſſion to go to her; ſhe; will 
be lad. of my Company, and I can tarry 


there till thoſe flight Impreſſions I have made 


ona Heart which ought. only to be Waunre 
* eraſed I will not return till your 
mands ſhall call me or, if you pleaſe, — 
Baniſhment from you, and Paris, ſhall be 
eternal. How Laſelia, interrupted her Aunt, 
(with an Air which. at once expreſs'd Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Joy) are you in. earneſt? Can you 
for no other Motive than my Repoſe, be 
content to bury any part of your Time in a 
Solitude ſo remote from all thoſe Gaieties 
your Youth has been accuſtom'd to? Not 
only Part, reſum d ſhe, but All Nay, my very 


1 to do you ſervice, ang to convince ou 


l how 


: 


hat her Iu- 
you go? Far enough, 


ou 
kucw I had a very great Intimacy with Ma- 
damoiſelle FValier, ſhe is now retir'd into the 
Oountry wäth her Husband, and I only ſtay 
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Hh de Monteſpan, aud "nf plot” 
| generons and grateful, beyon 
5 508 bur I ould, ve. gu but ſmall-yea- 
ſon to "have 1 the. fame | Pinion. of me, ſhows 
I ſuffer, y 4055 to do bat 1 5 ave offer 1185 5 
No, purſued; ſhe « S5oh, I never Wi 
No. gh my 90 e IP ſhall ſtill ſtay 
with me 3 tho, your fatal Beauty, like a Baſie 
5 müurders Aly Quiet, and; deſtroys, my. 
Hopes, we. W will not * am now. cory. 


vine d of. ASL INCerity,, At nd till ſome Change 


in your Affairs makes it your * Tntereſt to Teave. 
me, Ly Will run "all Hazards rather than tutu 


you | hence. The Voice with Which ſhe pro- ; 


Tthele Words, made the. diſcerning 


bounce 
2 eaſily * perceive. ſhe wilh'd. not as eg 


Laſſeli 


ſaid; and repeating, "her Requeſt, and au- 
ring her with a great deal of Truth, that the 
_ defir'd nothing more than to. be remov 4 


from the Perſechtions ſhe, was eve 8 
ble wy e e Fine e th in 


 employ'd, won, her to jo a eee 4 3 
ent. After having 8 on her go= 4 | 


ing, they began ro think that!! 6 erg woyl 
be ſo far from*a *Prote&zon. from thoſe 
ſturbances e. would. avoid, chat bring, 8 
any other "Houſe than char of Mad 


Monteſpan, would rather give an Orr 4 
ty for ha, ; Fay both derermin'd that the 
Place of her Retirement ſhould be kept 4 
Secret, and to that end a Coach, and only E 


one Servant to attend it, Vas order d to be 
got ready at Midnight ; arid when all the Fa- 


ay were lis din > the willing 1 4 
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began her 817 with this Satisfaction 
in her own Mind, that ſhe eas d another's of 


4 Load of Care. 


IT was but to Collumiert, à ſmall Village 
about ſeven Leagues from Paris, that ſhe 


went, and ſhe reached there a little after 


Day- break. Madamoiſelle de Valier, and her 


1 
1 


Husband, receiv'd her with all the Demon- 


ſtrations of Joy imaginable, - tho? infinitely 
ſurpriz' d at ſo unexpected a, Viſit : She was 
perfectly well acquainted with their Secrecy 
and Diſcretion, and therefore made no Scru- 
ple of revealing the Cauſe which had induc'd 
her to come in that manner: and if before 
they had a very tender regard for her, it 
was now prodigiouſly encreaſed by their 


Admitation of her Virtue. 


8H E liv'd with them for ſome time in 
all 'the Contentments imaginable—— She par- 
took in all the rural Diverſions of the Place; 
and having her mind once more at caſe, 
made one in all the little Aſſemblies that 
were form d by the Gentry thereabouts. In 
ſpite of the diſtance from any great City, ſhe 
found no want of Company; the Conver- 
ſation of Madamoiſelle de Valier was very en- 
gaging at home; and whenever ſhe had an 
Inclination to go abroad, the Houſe of Mon- 
fieur de I Amye was not above a Bow-ſhot off; 


there ſhe was always certain to meet good 
Company: for that Gentleman having been 


gone ſome time to Paris, in order to ſettle 
ſome Affairs, and take poſſeſſion of an Eſtate 
lately left him by his Father; his Wife en- 

deavour'd 
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deavour'd to compenſate for his Abſence, by 
making Entertainments for all thoſe who had 
any pretence to Wit, of which ſhe was a 


| pou Admirer— This Lady grew exceeding 


ond of Laſſelia.in a ſhort time, nor was the 
other behiad-hand- in Acknowledgments for 
the Kindneſs ſhe receiv'd, from her Thus 
every thing was eaſy, every thing was gay at 
Collumiers, while the ſtill diſcontented Mon- 
teſpan languiſh'd at Paris in continual Diſ- 
quiets, and reſtleſs Perplexities; ſhe found 
the Abſence of her Neice had added but lit- 
tle to her Endeavours of retrieving the 
eſtrang'd Affections of the inconſtant | SD 
He was all Fury when firſt the News. was 
brought him that Laſſelia had left the Town, 
and appear d diſſatisſied that her Aunt pre- 
tended ignorance of the Cauſe - This Diſguſt, 
by little and little, encreaſing, and heighten'd 
by her Jealouſies, which ſhe had not always 
Prudence enough. to conceal, at laſt conver- 
ted into a mortal Hatred; and this great 
Favourite ſaw herſelf reduc'd to a Condition 
pityable by thoſe who envy'd her before: ſo 
uncertain is a Happineſs E on Paſſion, 
and depending on the ſtill wavering, ever- 


changing Vows of faithleſs Man! 


TH E Felicity that Laſſelia all this while 
enjoy'd, was of another, and more durable 
Nature than that which Love, even at the 
beſt, affords; her Pleaſures were unmix'd 
and pure, nor did ſhe ſo much as dream 
there was a Day of Woe in ſtore, which 
ſhou'd make her in vain look back, and wiſh 
tor paſt Tranquillity : But now the time was 

| | come, 
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14 LASSELIA: or, 
come, when her Indifference and boaſted 
Peace of Mind, were to be no more: 
Happening to be at Madam de PAnye's at 
Ombre one Evening, accompany'd by Mon- 
ſieur de Valier, and his Lady, their Diverſion 


was on a ſudden interrupted by a Servant 


running haſtily into the Room, telling them 
his Maſter and two other Gentlemen were 
alited at the Gate. Tis not to be doubted 
bur that the Cards were immediately thrown 
aſide, and every body roſe to receive them. 


The Welcome which Madam de P Amye gave 


her long abſent Husband, was ſuch as was 
ſuitable to his great Merit, and long Ab- 


ſence ; and the Returns he made, apologiz'd 


for the moſt violent Tranſport ſhe cou'd 
have expreſs'd: but theſe mutual Tender- 
neſſes were but of a ſhore Continuance ; the 
Husband after having faluted all thoſe whom 
he found in Company with his Wife, with all 
the Complaiſance and Gaiety imaginable, 
juſt. as he came to Laſſelia, three Drops of 


Blood fell from his Noſe, which ſtain'd a 


white Handkerchief ſhe happen'd to have in 
her Hand. This Accident occaſion'd a good 
deal of pleaſant Raillery ; Monſieur de Va- 
lier told him, that had he been unmarried, 
this would have paſs'd for an Omen of a 
future Union between him. and the young 
Lady. Madamoiſelle his Wife, and the two 
Gentlemen who had accompany*'d de ! Amye, 
made themſelves merry for a good while on 
this occaſion ; but the Jeſt was not ſo agreea- 


ble to Madamoiſelle de ! Amye as they, per- 


haps, imagined ; being naturally pretty much 
addicted to Jealouſy, theſe kind of Diſcourſes 
gave 
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gave her an Uneaſineſs which ſhe was nor | 
"XZ able to diſguiſe... Her Looks confeſs'd it, 
and her whole Behaviour was in a moment 
ſo alter'd, that not a Perſon in the Company 
but perceiv'd it, and gueſs d at the Cauſe. 
De Valier having been but a late Acquain- 
tance, and till now entitely ignorant of her 
Temper, was heartily vexed at what he 
had ſaid, and endeavour'd, by a thouſand 
Compliments, to reſtore her to her for- 
mer Good-humour ; but the Poiſon had too 
great an Influence to be eaſily expell'd, ſhe 
knew her Husband to be of a Diſpoſition 
amorous enough, and the Charms of ' Laſ- 
ſelia were too prevailing, not to make her 
think there was a Probability, that what 
had been ſpoke in Raillery, might one Da 
prove too true in Earneſt, ſhe fell into ſo 
deep a Reſvery, and appear'd. ſo much diſ- 
ſatisfy'd when any thing was offer d to 
rouze her from it, that Monſieur and Ma- 
damoi ſelle de Valier thought it high time to 
take leave of her. Laſſelia being only intro- 
3 duc'd by them, cou'd not do it without the 
= Propoſal being firſt made by them, but was 
"iP extreamly glad of the Motion, and from that 
moment reſoly*d never to make a Viſit there 
again. When they came home, nothing was 
talk d of but the Foibleſs of Madam, who 
had expos'd her Ill-humour for fo trivial a 
Cauſe. Madamoiſelle de Valier laugh'd hearti- 
ly at it, but Laſſelia had Reflections more 
grave; ſhe was a little inclin'd to Superſti- 
tion, and cou'd not forbear thinking the i 
bleeding of de  Amye, juſt as he approach'd 
her, was a Preſage of ſomething extraordi- 
nary : 
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16 LASSELIA: , 
nary : Beſides, ſhe imagin'd ſomething with - 
in her bade her beware, nor truſt her Eyes 
to gaze on this dangerous Charmer. The 
Diſorder ſhe was in when he firſt enter'd 
the Room, -wou'd have been viſible to the 
Company, had any of them been at leiſure 
to regard it; and the Flutter which ſtill 
continued on her Spirits, confirm'd her, that 
the (fight of him had wrought an Effect on 
her ſhe had never felt before : but as ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of a vaſt deal of fine Reaſoning, ſhe 
exerted it all in examining from what Source 
theſe Diſorders proceeded; loth ſhe was to 
think ſhe was falling into g Paſſion ſhe had ſo 
long ridicul'd———and lother to imagine it 
was for a Man for whom it was neither con- 
ſiſtent with Virtue, nor Diſcretion, to in- 
dulge it Is it impoſlible, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
that the ſeeing a Perſon ſo every way agree- 
able as de I Amye cou'd give me Shocks ſuch 
as, one wou'd think, cou'd only be inflicted 
by the Appearance of ſome horrid Spectre, 
ſome frightful Enemy to Nature What 
is there either in his Perſon or-Behaviour to 
terrify ?2>——Is not all about him lovely and 
engaging ?-——OQh! yes (cry'd ſhe after a little 
Pauſe) I ne'er before beheld a Form ſo per- 
fectly compleat, a Shape ſo exquiſite, Eyes ſo 
bewitching, an Air ſo ſoft, ſo charming, and, 
I too well remember, the fond Endearments 
he paid to Madam, firſt ſtruck my Soul with 
that chill Horror, which ever ſince remains. 
Had he been in the ſame Circumſtances with 
his two Companions, and receiv'd no other 
Welcome from that happy Woman, it would 
have been with Satisfaction alone I ſhou'd 
have 
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The 'Self- Abandon'd. #5 
for, burſting into Tears, which it was impoſſible for 


ber 10 reſtrain) he is murry'd, and tis Madaty 


de Þ Amye only who can look on him without 


Confuſion, ſuch as T endure. By theſe Rind of 


Arguments ſhe was at laſt cotivinc'd, how fatal 
an Enemy to Repoſe, the ſight of an  Obje& 
too amiable may prove; but tho ſhe reſoly d 
not to give way to an Impreſſion ſo perniti- 
ous, ſhe found it impoſſible to eraſe 1t 5 ſhe 


Was ſtill thinking how happy ſhe might have 


been if de P Amye' were unmarried, and how 
willingly ſhe cou'd ſubmit to be a Wife, if juſt 
ſuch another Man were to be found: Id this 
manner would ſhe ſooth Imagination for a 
while; but then a ſudden return of thoſeiun- 


| eaſy Tremblings which, at firſt ſight of him, 


poſſeſs d her, would put au end to thoſe pla- 
ſing Amuſements, and ſhe wou'd ſtart like 
one in a Frenzy, and cry out, Oh it was not 
for nothing that thoſe ominous Drops of Blood 
fell from him on my Handkerchief It was 
not for nothing I was ſeiz'd with ſuch an un: 
uſual Horror Nor is it in vain that my 
Soul ſhrinks, and ſeems to dread a ſecond In- 
terview -—— They are all, I fear, too ſure Pre- 
dictions of ſome fatal Conſequence. : Theu 
when ſhe had a little yielded to theſe diturb'd 
Emotions, as if aſham'd of the Weakneſs ſhe 
had been guilty of, wou'd ſhe ſummon tip: all 
her Reſolution, and endeavour to overcome 
thoſe Terrors. Yer what, (reſum'd ſbe) what 
can happen worthy of my Fears Whar 
Power has one, ſo much a Stranger as de Þ Amye; 
to injure me? Perhaps I ne er may ſee him 
more; or if I ſhou'd, where would beg t 
D Danger? 
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Danger? Thus did ſhe torment herſelf when 


ever ſhe was alone; and, in Company, appear d 
the moſt alter d in her Behaviour that ever was: 


all Diverſions grew taſteleſs to her, and thoſe 


Gaieties of Converſation which, in her Days 


— 


of Indifference, ſhe had the greateſt Reliſh 75. 
were now ſtrip'd of all their Agreeable, and be- 
came rather teazing, than any way delightful. 
Nor is this at. all to be wonder d at; whoever 
has known any thing of Love, will ealily con- 
feſs, that that Paſſion brings with it a conſe- 
quential Train of Images, otkelent to fill the 
moſt extenſive Soul, and too Rrong: | to ſuffer 
any! Incermixture of Oppoſers. 4 2 


T H I 8 5 1 Humour was too aifilde. 
not to be taken notice of by all that knew her: 


Madamoiſelle de Valier was extremely troubled at 


it, and, imagining it proceeded from her living 
ina Retirement” ſhe: had not been accuſtom'd 
to, was | fearful ſhe was falling into a Melan- 
choly, which might be dangerous; and there- 


fore endeavour d to divert her by all the Means 


her Good- humour and Friendſhip cou'd invent. 
The other, tho Company was grown painful, * 
and Sclitude the only thing ſhe coveted, yet 
cou'd not be ſo rude and diſobliging as to re- 
fuſe the kind Invitations made her, on purpoſe 
to drive away thoſe Vapours with which ſhe 


ſem d to be orerwhelm d. 


ON E of theſe 3 of Gaiety, to which 


the Wife of Valier wou'd needs oblige Laſſelia 


to go, was to a Wedding which was to be ſo- 


lemniz'd at the Houſe of a Relation of her's, 


ſome Kllles : diſtant from that in which they 
liv'd— 
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great deal of Magnificence, all the Nobilit7 
and Gentry of the Country, for many Leagues 


” 1 : 4 LR end 44 , 1 1 
ſe round, being invited: Amongſt the Number 


> BE as Monteur and Madam de ee This was, 
'S BY the ſecond. Time Laſſelia had ever ſeen fim; 
but if ſhe was. not altogether ſo painfully. 
= :alarm'd as at the firſt, ſhe felt enough ko make. 
her know ſhe was agitated with Emotions, the 
Cataſtrophe of which ſhe had good cauſe to dread. 
She cou d not forbear, however, indulging the 
e ſweet Anxiety his Preſence gave, tho certain to 
condemn herſelf for it in his Abſence : She ex- 
amin d each particular Charm which ſhone. 
about his Form She liſten'd to every Word he 
. FX ſpoke—Strerch'd wide each Faculty of her Soul, 
do take the Whole of his Perfections in, till ſhe. 
became quite raviſh'd in Contemplation— 


IHE happen'd to dance together; and 
the eaſy and graceful Manner in which he en- 
treated her to be his Partner, his fine Addreſs, 
and the Sprightlineſs of Converſation with 
which he entertain'd her, added to that Admi- 
ration ſhe before had been but too ſenſibly 
. N touch'd with A = glad; 
AFTER this, ſhe had frequent Opportu- 
13 ties of ſeeing him; Madam de Ame and de Valier 
Faq pr at this Wedding, renew'd that Intima- 
þ cy which they formerly had "together, and 
© which that little Pique Monſieur de Valiers 
Words occaſion'd, had for a time ſuſpended, 
the two Families were ſeldom aſunder Laſſelia 
was always one among them, nor did ſhe any 
longer ſeem deſirous N Solitude: The Pleaſure 
e mmm 


& LASS TIA: % 
ſhe. took. in the Company. of dg PAnye was tao 
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great to be reſiſted, nor did the any more make 
_ herſelf uneaſy at thofe Shocks which, every now | 
agd then, endeavour d to check the Tranſports 
ſhe indulg*d—She thought it enough thar ſhe 
reſtrain'd her Wiſhes within the Bounds of 
Modeſty ; and perceiving not the leaſt reaſon ta 
imagine, by tis Behaviour, that be Wend ver 
rempr. her to tranſgreſs them, beliey d ſhe. 
might, without a Crime, indulge herſelk Acer 
at preſent appear d ſo inno- 
cent Thus borne away. wit «Tide of De- 
light, which {tilt encreas'd from a nearer Con- 
verſation wich him, all the Warnings: of her 
good Genius were huſh'd, and her whole Soul. 
was overwhelm'd with Paſſion Hence fol- 
low'd wild Deſires !———Tumyltuous Emo- 
tions !———"The God of Love exerted his ut- 
moſt Force, and provid how impoſſible- it is, 
when once a Heart has given him Entrance, 
ever to expel him thence—But this ſhe was 
not yet acquainted. with, nor knew the Danger 
ſhe was in; and, tho the greateſt Security ſhe. 
cou'd have for her Honour, was the Inſenſibili- 
ty de F Amye ſeem'd to have of her Charms, yet 
ſhe cou'd not forbear wiſhing he were other- 
wiſe—And would frequently footh Imagination 
with a Belief he lov'd her: and in giving way 
to theſe deſtructive Tenderneſſes, Fancy took the 
Part of Paſſion, and in Dreams, wou'd repre- 
ſent him to her, diſſolving, melting in amorous 
Languiſhments—Nor were her ſlecping Thoughts 
the only ones that err'd this way; waking, t 
Charmer was ever in her View; ſhe talk'd to 
nim, form'd Anſwers ſuch as *twas probable he 
might in reality have made, had he "—_ pre- 
=; | Ri 2 


Felicities which at preſent 
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1, BY fent——Nay, wrap'd in the extatick Contem- 

” EX prlation, went. ſo far ſometimes (as ſhe aſtet- 
- [ ce, and pof- 


wards confeſs d) as to kiſs, embra 
ſes, in Idea, a, thouſand nameleſs.) 
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ſhe. found there was a Neceſſity by chearing her 


SE BS 1d rae at bk. +. 
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. tis certain thet at her guarded Hours, Ho- 
N nour was her chiefeſt Aim; nor wou'd ſhe 
| have wiſh'd to have been belov'd- by de F Ame, 


had ſhe . not thought herſelf ſure of cony 

tinuing Miſtreſs of her Reſolution,——Bnt,: > 

alas ! how little 'do they know. the Hazard. 

they run, who depend on their own. Strength. 

ES alone for Protection. Love is a ſubtle, and a 

> watchful Deceiver, and directs the Votary he 

* > deſigns to bleſs, to make the Attack when 

the Fair is leaſt capable of Reſiſtance. It was 

2534 in one of thoſe longing, wiſhing Moments, al- 

. ready mentioned, when the amorous Laſſelia 

extended. at her length on a fine graſſy Bank, 

canopy'd o'er with ſhading Jeſſamins, and 

ſpreading Vines, was told a Meſſenger waited. 

with a Letter, which, by no means, he wou'd 

deliver into any hand but her own : She was 

unwilling to quit the ſweet Retirement ſhe 

was in, and carelefly order'd the Perſon 

ſhou'd come to her, imagining it was ſome ' 

body ſent from Madam de Monteſpan, and gave 

herſelf but little Concern what the Mandate 

might contain: But when ſhe. received it from 

the Meſſenger, who ſeem'd to be a Country- 

Fellow, and knew the Hand to be de PAmye's, 

which ſhe had often ſeen before in Songs and 
2 | little 
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little. Pieces of Poetry ; what Tongue can ex- 
preſs the Surprize ſhe was in —She could not 
imagine on what occaſion he ſhou'd write to 
her, and was once or twice about to return it 
unopened to the Hand that brought ic ; but her 
il] Fate repell'd thoſe Dictates of her Guardian b 
Angel, and confus'd and trembling, now bluſh- 
ing with Shame, then pale with Fear, ſhe. 
broke the fatal Seal, and read theſe Lines. Wo 


10 the Divine LASSE L TA. 


TE AVE N,. Love, and the more Nun | 
Charm of the adorable Laſſelia, are not to 


7: withſtred long have I ſtruggled with a Paſſion 


which is not the Jeſs unvanquiſhable, becauſe it is 
hopeleſs ; but, lite Oil pour d on Flames, all my 
Endeavours ſerve but to make the aſpiring Blaze 
more violent, and now tis grown as impoſſible to be 
conceal 4, as it is to be overcome —.—1 burn, con- 
ſume, and die, in inward Agonies—— Pardon this 
Declaration —the World, alas !——the prying, 
judging World: will ſoon diſcover the Secret in 
my. alter d Looks; but a Day more, perhaps, and I 
ſhou'd haue been reported Lafſelia's Slave, before 
Laſſelia's ſelf had known ii and I wou'd not, 


methinks, have you, who caus'd, the laſt, to pity 


what J fee. I am perſuaded there is a. "Stock of 
Mercy in your Soul, Bu, whether _ will or no, 
will induce you to "compaſſionate a Deſpair which 
the wretched Circumſtance I am in forhids me to hope 
you will relieve But whatever Sentence you are 
pleaſed to inflict ou me, let me from your own Mouth 
receive it, and 1 ſhall never repent that I am 
ordain d, Your Everlaſting Adorer, 

i e Del Ame. bens 


— Denys 
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3 ei bes e I... a= He 
I vou'd have been impoſſible for- Laſſelia, 
kad ſhe endeavoured it, to conceal the ſwiſt 
Viciſſitudes of her rolling Thoughts while read- 
 -ing; alternate Joy and Shame, Surprize and 
VPFeeear, and ſometimes a Start of virtuous Pride 
and Indignation, ſparkled in her Eyes ——a 
thouſand different Paſſians-ſucceeded one ano- 
ther in their turns all too fierce to he 
5 reſtrain' d, and too ſudden to admit Diſguiſe. 
But, alas! ſhe took no care to do it; ſhe ſuſ- 
* pected not that ſhe had a dangerous Obſerver 
in the Perſon who deliver d her the Letter; nor 
tis poſſible, in the Confuſion ſhe was in, re- 
member d any body was near her Again ſhe 
attempted to read over the dear ſurprizing 
Lines, but had not power; the ſtrange Diſor- 
der of her fluttering Heart, depriving the Blood 
of its uſual Circulation, all her Limbs forgot 
their Function, and ſhe ſunk fainting on the 
Hank, in much the ſame Poſture ſhe was in before 
ihe had rais'd herſelf a little to take the Letter. 
How much wou'd ſuch a Sight have tranſported 
die PF Ame How much did it tranſport him 
. for it was no other than himſelf, who, diſguis'd 
in the Habit of a Ruſtick, had been his own 
Meſſenger, and was Witneſs of all the different 
Agitations his Declaration had occafion'd—— 
Encourag d by them, and tis probable by ſome 
Glances he had before obſerved—and, prompted 
by his own violent Deſires, which, from the 

firſt Moment he beheld her, had taken poſſeſſion. 
of his Soul; all thoſe little Fears, and diſtant 
Awe, which generally accompany Love in its 
beginning, were no more. He threw off his 
upper Garment, and a black Peruke which 
14711 / es ha 
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had ſerv'd him as a Diſguiſe, and flinging him- 


ſelf down by her, with a thouſand Kiſſes and 


_ *Embraces, at once reſtor d her to that Senfe 
-ſhe had ſo lately loſt, and ſhew'd her the De- 


eeit he had been guilty oſ—It was in vain ſhe 
ſtruggled to riſe - in vain that ſhe endearour d 
to repel the ſoft Endearments of his Lips and 
Arms; her Eyes confeſs d the unwilling Tranſ- 


port of her Soul, and told him all he wiſh'd to 


ask: nor was he ſcrupulous of: letting her 
know how well he was acquainted - with his 
Happineſs he made her ſenſible of it by a 
thouſand Liberties, which a Man who had not 
been certain of Forgiveneſs, wou'd: not have 
dared to take She had too much Frankneſs 


in her Nature, and had been too little accuſto- 


med to Artifice, to be able to diſguiſe her Sen- 
timents in a ſuncture like this—— Surprixe at 
firſt had depriv'd her of all thoſe neceſſary Cau- 


tions ſhe wou'd elſe have made uſe of; and 


now Love!“ tranſported, raptur d Loe! wou'd 
not ſuffer her to have recourſe to them 


Trembling and 3 *Ewixt Deſire and Fear, 


at laſt ſhe lay reſiſtleis in his Arms, with faul- 
tering Accents confeſs d a mutual Ardor; and 
if he did not obtain the higheſt Favour ſhe 
cou'd grant, he had too much to boaſt: of, to 
fear ſhe cou'd deny him any thing; and tis 
probable that he had not left her without the 
utmoſt Gratificat ion of his Wiſhes, had he not 
been apprehenſive of a Diſcovery either from 
Madam de 7alier, or ſome of the Family, whom 
the Coolneſs of the Evening might invite to that 


Place, and which was not a great diſtance from 


the Houſe——He wou'd not part, however, 
till he had engag'd a Promiſe from her to make 
FE 1 him 
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X. 


Power of Reaſon to reſtrain 


All things for her "_ has been acknowledg= 
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him fully bleſt the next Opportunity ſhould 
offer ; which, as he told her, was his Fault, if 
not contriv'd with a Speed ſuitable to the Im- 
patience of the Love he profeſs'd. 

I doubt not but this early Condeſcenſion in 
Laſſelia, will be of ſo great Prejudice to her 
Character, that it will take off the Pity which 
is really due to the Misfortunes it brought on 
her; and I have nothing to alledge in her Be- 
half, but that the long Suppreſſion of a Paſſion 
which ſhe had always conſider'd as fruitleſs, 
now on a ſudden let looſe, was beyond the 
To add to this, 
tho? both, I am afraid, will ſeem too weak to 
excuſe her, never was Man ſo form'd to charm 
as de Ame. I have heard ſeveral of his own 
Sex who knew him, aver they never ſaw any 
thing ſo lovely, an Air ſo noble, ſo majeſtick, 
and withal ſo foft and tender Eyes ſo bewitch- 
2 TE Shape ſo excellent ſuch a Harmony 
of Parts—ſuch an agreeable Regularity through» 
out the whole—Then for his Wit and Conver- 
fation, it was not to be equall'd he was fo 
perfect a Maſter in the Art of Perſuaſion, that 
whoever would reſolve on any thing, muſt be 
ſure not to hear him plead againſt it; ſo impoſ- 
ſible was it to diſſent from him in Argument, or 
continue in any Opinion he ſeem'd to diſap- 
prove One of the many Letters which 
paſs'd between him and Laſſelia, being found 
among ſome other Papers ſince both their 
Deaths, may give ſome little Idea of what he 
Was: Which, tho it was writ by a Woman in 
Love to Madneſs, and one who had abandon'd 
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more than what Perfections, ſuch as his, might 


paſs my Hours in your Alſenc.— tis a Queſtion 1 


' myſelf which of your Charms had moſt the Power to 


F think no Bliſs con'd Want of Sight ſupply ; 


26 LASSELIA: or, | 0 
ed by thoſe of cooler Sentiments, and conſe- 
quently better capable of judging, to be no 


juſtify. 


LASSELIA to her moſt Dear, moſt 
Lov'd, and moſt Ador'd de P Amye. 


7 OU command me to tell you, my Dear, my fr, 5 
my only, my everlaſting Love ! in what manner ! 
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know not how to anſwer for, methinks, I am 
never abſent from you] have your Image ever in 
my View——your Voice always in my Ears——ſ0 
ſtrongly does Imagination bleſs me, that believing ou 
indeed are preſent, I ſtretch my Arms to claſp the 
dear Ilufion, and only then am undeceived, when © 
back they come, and miſs the warm Embrace 
O ! to what an elevated Height does Love, like mine, 
tranſport the Soul ! a thouſand times I have ask'd 


move me———which of my Senſes receiv*d the nobleſt 
Pleaſure——and in Idea travelled through all the 
mazy Wonders of your Mind and Perſon, but never 
cou'd decide the mighty Conteſt—all were alike en- 
chanting !—all equally tranſporting— Laſt Night em- 
ploying my fond Thoughts in their uſual Contempla- 
tion, a Standiſh happening to be on the Table, I took 
up the Pen, which, without the Aid of any Muſe to 
10 run into theſe Lines, which I have ventur d 
z0 (a ; ; | 


The Impoſſibility; or, the Combat 
of the SENSES, 


Men on thy Form I feaſt my raviſh'd Eye ! 


Or 
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Or, when the Muſick of thy Voice I hear, 

My Soul is all collected in my Ear! 

What envious Darkneſs wou'd in vain deny, = 
Th attentive Faculty does well ſupply : 
Thy Charms are ſuch, each can make kuown the reſt, 


And all by one is to the Senſe expreſt ; 

Whither thou ſpeak ſt in Looks, or ſmil' ſt inWords, | 
The preſent Joy no higher Wiſh affords ; 

But when——=O ! who Infinity can. ſpeak ! 
Imagination owns #/elf too weak, 

When with fond circling Graſp my ſtraining Awe 

Preſs, to my Boſom, thy whole Heav'n of Charms l 

When all ! at once ! the thouſand Ways I prove, . 
Which make, indeed, Divinity in Love! | 

My raviſh* d Heart tumultuous Pleaſure ſwells, 

Nor Fear, nor Shame, th* unruly Rapture quells ; ; 

With wild Delight each hurry d Suſe alarm'd, _ 

*Tis Inſolence to ſay which moſt is charm'd : 

Each Look, each Word, each Touch, each N Kiſs 

Gives raving Extaſy | diſtrafting Bliſs ! 

Amidſt that Sea of Wonders Thought is loft, 

My Soul no more can nice Diſtinction boaſt 3 

Exceſs of Tranſport does itſelf deſtroy, 

Aud Life flies trembling from th* o'erponring Joy. 


Let the kind Meaning excuſe the bad Poetry and 
Deficiency of Expreſſion : For, O ! Town no Words 
can reach thy North there are two Things in Na- 
ture which never can be deſcribed by Art; and they 
are, that Profuſion of Perfettions thou art ſtor 'd with, 
and my Adoration of them but if thou would 1 
gueſs at the latter, haſten to my Arms, for *tis only 
there thou canſt have auy juſt Notion how much 
bow truly thou art Maſter of the Soul of thy 


Ever-Paſlionate, Ever-Tender, Ever - Faithful 


N LASSELI4 
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B U T, to return: The unthinking Fair was 
no ſooner left alone, and had leiſure to reflett 
on what the Hurry of her Spirits had before 
prevented her from doing, than ſhe reproach'd 
herſelf for ſuffering the Secret of her Soul to be 
ſo eaſily diſcover'd by him from whom ſhe ought 
moſt to have conceal'd it But, alas! ſhe 
now had gone too far in the fatal Labyrinth of 
heedleſs Paſſion, to know how to retreat; and 
the Arguments he had made uſe of to perſuade 
her it was no Crime to bleſs a Love ſo perfect 
as his, had the ſame Effect they ordinarily 
work'd on all whom he endeavoured to bring to 
his Opinion; to make her think as he did—and © 
the greateſt Matter of Concern to her, was that 
ſhe fo ſoen had condeſcended—- She fear'd the 


CG PR ERIN 


1001108 eaſy Attainment of his Wiſhes, wou'd, in a lit- 1 
4! Il tle time make her ſeem cheap in his Efteem— * 
Ml j and ſuch an Apprehenſion was a Dagger to her 
1 Soul ; ſhe reſolv'd, therefore, that in ſpite of 

1 if the Promiſe ſhe had made him, to delay the 
1 Performance of it, and put him off till Time, 

| 0 5 Aſſiduity, and ſome further Proofs of his Since- 
M rity, ſhould render her yielding more the Effect 
1100 of Gratitude than Inclination— This, tis poſſi- 
10070 ble, ſhe might have endeavoured; tho', if we 
0 conſider the little Government ſhe had of her 
Wl Paſſion, *tis ſcarce to be believ'd ſhe wou'd have 

Wh been able to accompliſh, if an unexpected Sum- 
100% mons to Paris had not broke all her Meaſures, 

I and left her no Choice but either to run im- 
10 mediately into the Arms of de  Amye, or quit 
100 all Thoughts of him for ever The very next 
Il! Morning, after the Evening ſhe had paſt ſome 
16000 part of it in the manner already deſcribed, mo 

| receive 


2 1 og c *%y —_ n - 
FPV r 
os 0 ME OG ng EN Ws e 
Ro 


1 


ſollicited 


A. + >. "of * N _ & 5 
* 1 . . 
AA EO NL POET 
* * 


bis Eyes 


7 The $ elf. Abandon d. 29 


received a Letter from her Aunt, Madam de 


Monteſpan ; the Contents of which were thele. 


To LASSELI 4: 


F you left Paris, as you pretend you did, merely 
for the ſake of my Repoſe, you will make no Diffi- 
culty in returning to it, when you ſhall know it is my 
Intereſt calls yyuu———the unjuſt King has treated me 
in a manner I ſhould diſdain to acknowledge, were 
there not an abſolute Neceſſity you ſhou*d know it 
¶ have either been betray'd by ſome I have put Confi- 
dence in, or my ill Genius has whiſper'd him, that I 
have but deceived him in feigning an Ignorance 10 
what Part of the Country you are retir d Since yore 


left me, I have never receiv*d any Mark of bis for- 
mer Favour ; and of late (what will not arbitrary 
Authority dare !) he has, even to my Face, avow'd 


his Paſſion———Laſt night he left me with Menaces, 
ſuch as I too well know him not to dread, that I 
ſhou'd dearly repent my Attempt of eluding him by an 
Artifice too ſhallow not to be ſeen through In fine, I 
perceive every day my Court decreaſe I am no longer 
no longer hurry d with the Attendance of 
petitioning Courtiers——ſure Marks of a declining Fa- 
vVourite— all that can re-eſtabliſh me in my former 
Intereſt with him, is your Return T can boldly 
demand a Support for my Ambition, when I conſent 
to the Deſtruction of my Love, and to the Death of 
my own Hopes bring a belov*d Rival to his Arms— 
Make haſte, therefore, thou fatal Beanty ! to Paris, 
to the fight of an adoring, impatient Monarch; a 
Menarch, who wants but Conſtancy to make him 
equal with the Angels Haſte, I fay, to bleſs 
and by making him happy, in part 

| retrieve 


- - 


b 


retrieve the Injury you have, tho unwillingly, done 
_ 7. : On | 
Unfortunate 


MON TESPAN. 


P. S. Come, if poſſible, with the ſame Expedition 
as you went I have ſent this Moment to your 


Royal Lover, to acquaint him I have diſcover d 


where you are, aud that J expect you to-moy- 
row-——Delay it not, wleſs qou wiſh to ſee my 


SUCH a Command as this was as vexatious, 
as it was ſurprizing to the Perſon who receiv'd 
it—Had her Inclinations been in the very ſame 
Poſition as when ſhe left Paris, ſhe wou'd have 
been far from conſenting to return to it, on 
the Terms propos'd ; but as her Heart was 
now. entirely taken up with the Thoughts of 
de F Amye, to endure the Addreſſes of another, 
was deteſtable to her Love gave this happy 
Favourite infinitely the Preference in her E- 
ſteem, over the greateſt and moſt agreeable Mo- 
narch in the World To be the Miſtreſs of de 
F Amye, tho in a Cottage, ſhe look'd on as a Bleſ- 
ſing ſuperior to all the ambitious Views which 
tempted her in the Embraces of a Xing ; bur 
reſolved, if poſſible, not only 'to find ſome Expe- 
dient utterly to eſcape what was her Averſion, 
bur alſo to delay the Gratification of her ſhes 
till Time ſhou'd render them more excuſable— 
To this end, ſhe communicated Madam de Mon- 
- teſpan's Letter to Monſieur de Valier and his 
Wife, entreating their Advice, how ſhe __ 

avoid 
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avoid a Danger which ſo imminently threaten- 4 
her Virtue. The noble-minded Pair, little 4 
imagining that ſhe had any other Reaſons for | 
refuſing to return to. Paris, than thoſe which 
had oblig'd her to quit it, and altogether igno- 
rant of what had paſs'd between her and de 
P Amye, applauded her Reſolution ; and told her, 
that they cou'd not enough extol her Bravery 
of Soul, who, to preſerve her Honour, cou'd be 
blind and deaf to all the enchanting Charms 
of Power and Grandeur, and chuſe rather to 
be bury'd in an innocent Obſcurity, than ſhine 
the Envy of the World in guilty Greatneſs. 
Theſe Encomiums were not perhaps ſo pleaſing 
to Laſſelia as they imagin'd ; a Conſciouſneſs of 
not meriting what they ſaid, embitter'd all the 
Sweets ſuch Praiſes, if deſerv'd, wou'd have 
beſtow'd : therefore waving all that might re- 
mind her how really Criminal ſhe was, while 
ſhe appear d all Virtue, ſhe begg'd them to 
think of ſome Method by which ſhe might e- 
vade the Commands of Madam de Monteſpan, 
and the Sollicitations of the King. 'This was 
no ſmall Difficulty to bring to paſs, it was not 
to be doubted, fince that Lady had been pre- 
vail'd upon to ſacrifice her Love to her Am- 
bition, ſo far as to become an Interceſſor; but 
ſhe wou'd proceed to compaſs what ſhe aim'd 
Ken at, by all imaginable Meaſures It ſeem'd 
13 therefore an Impoſſibility that Laſſelia cou'd 
VIS be any more ſafe at Collumiers, than at Paris; 
but where ſhe ſhou'd retire, or on whoſe Fide- 
lity ſhe cou'd depend for Concealment, was 
the Queſtion : Neither Madamoiſelle de Valier, 
nor Monſieur knew of any body on whom they 
dared depend in any Affair of ſo much Conſe- 
quence, 


Wo 


32 LASSELIA: 0, 
quence, which, if divulg'd, or by any Acci- 
dient diſcover'd, might involve the Perſons con- 
cerned in it, in the Diſpleaſure of a King, who 
was not of a Humour to pardon Indignities of 
this nature. Laſſelia perceiving they were in 
a Pauſe, and uncertain what to adviſe her to, 
and knowing very well ſhe muſt immediately 
reſolve on ſomething, ſpoke to them in this 
manner : Since (ſaid ſhe) the only Perſon on 
Earth, from whom I cou'd have expected Shel- 
ter from the King's Addreſſes, has been drawn 
to a Reſolution to betray me to him, it will 
be in vain to hope that, by tarrying here, I can 
eſcape the Snares laid for me; Arbitrary Power | 


W Dy 
. 20 e 8 


can eaſily find Means to force me hence: I Will 
therefore go where, I believe, I may promiſe _ 
myſelf an unknown, and therefore ſafe Retreat; 
and becauſe I will not oblige either of you to 
the Conſtraint of an Untruth, for, doubtleſs, _ 
you will not paſs unexamin'd, I will not ac- _ 
quaint you with the Place of my Retirement, till! 
the Noiſe of my having left you is entirely over. 


Theſe Words gave a good deal of Satisfaction 
to the Perſons they were addreſs'd to, being 
unwilling to be brought under the Diſpleaſure 
of the King by detaining her, and more un- L 
willing to yield her up a Victim to his unwar- 
rantable Paſſion They preſently imagin'd it 
was to ſome Monaſtery ſhe wou'd fly for Refuge, 
and commended her Diſcretion in concealing | 
the Name of it; well knowing, that if it were 
diſcover'd, not even that holy Sanction would 
avail againſt the united Commands of the King 
and Madam de Monteſpan, and the very Religious 
themſelves be ſcrupulous of entertaining a Per- 
fon in oppoſition to their Power, ES 
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B UT1 doubt not but the Reader will eafi 


ly. gueſs it was not to be a Reclaſe that Laſſelin 
intended: however, ſne was willing enough to 
let Monſieur and Madamoiſelle de Valier con- 
tinue in their Opinion that it was fo, and they 
All concluded that ſhe ſhould leave their Houſe 
the next Night. She told them ſhe would de- 
part in the Habit of a Pilgrim, and for the firſt 
Night take up her Lodging at a common Inn, 
from which ſhe knew how to get conventeney 
do be carry'd- to the Place ſhe deſignꝰd to go to; 
and for the better deceiving Madam de Mon- 
teſpan, Madamoiſelle ſhould write to her, taking 
no notice that ſhe knew any thing of her having 
order d Laſſelia s Return; but to acquaint her, 
that that young Lady had left Collumiers un- 

> known to any body; and that both herſelf and 
Husband were in the greateſt Conſternation 


imaginable what was become of her, and for 


i 1 what Cauſe ſhe had, in ſuch a manner, quitted 
2 a Family, whoſe Care it had been to uſe her 
Vith all poſſible Reſpect. This Contrivance 


was applauded by all concern'd in it; and Ma- 


daamoiſelle immediately went about providing a 
Pilgrim's Habit with the utmoſt Secrecy, and 


Caution, for. not one of the Servants were to 
be cruſted with it. | 855 


IN the mean time, Laſſelia had her Thoughts 
full of Confuſion; it was to de Amye ſhe had 
determin'd to go; his Arms were her intended 
Sanctuary, and his Love her Aſylum ; but how 
ro let him know what had befallen her, was a 
Perplexity ſhe knew not how to remove; To 
write to him, was an Impoſſiblity, without 

"= 7 = 


5 LASSELIA: or, 
having the Affair known to the whole Country; 
and, as if Fortune had a deſign to contradict 
her Inclinations, he happen'd not to come to 
de Valier s. All Things being ready, and the 
Evening appointed for her Departure arriv*d,ſhe 
grew almoſt diſtracted what Courſe ſhe ſhould 
take; her going was unavoidable, unleſs re- 
nouncing all ſhe had ſaid, and blaſting her own ſe- 
.cret Wiſhes, ſhe could have contented herſelf to 
remain there till a ſecond Mandate, back*d with 
Force, ſhould have oblig'd her Return to Paris. 
And where to go ſhe knew not, nor could 
think of any plauſible Pretence whereby ſhe 
might advertiſe de P Amye of her Proceedings : 
The Diſtraction of her Mind ſhow'd itſelf in 
her Countenance, ſhe was. ready to fink with 
Apprehenſion what might happen to her, wan- 
dring alone, a Stranger, and uncertain where 
ſhe ſhould find Shelter, even from the Wea- 
ther While Madamoiſelle de Valier was help- 
ing to dreſs her like a Pilgrim, ſhe trembled, 
and had ſcarce Strength to ſuffer any thing to 
be done; but this paſs'd for the Trouble ſhe 
Was in, at being oblig'd to depart from them in 
a manner ſo odd; and, with much ado, ſhe 
was at laſt equipt. The Care of Monſieur aud 
his Lady had diſpatch'd all the Servants, ſome 
one way, ſome another, that when the fair Pil. 
grim was to make her Exit, there was nobody 
in the Houſe but them three. The Parting was 
extremely moving; Madamoiſelle held her in her 
Arms for ſome time, without being able to let 
her go, while the other ſeem'd as unwilling to 
get looſe, till Monſieur reminding them, that 
probably ſome of the Family might return, and 
diſappoint all' the Meaſures they had * 

1 they 
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they broke with mutual Tears from one an- 


other's Embrace. The Lady retir'd to her 


Cloſet, to pray for a good Event of this, as ſhe 
thought, pious Fraud ; and her Husband con- 
duced the diſguis d Fair-One to the Road 
where ſhe deſir'd him to leave her, aſſuring 
him, ſhe would write by the firſt Opportunity, 
to give notice how ſhe was, tho not where ſhe 
ws $7210 


THE Reader's Imagination here muſt help 
me out, for Words wou'd be inſufficient to re- 
preſent what *rwas Laſſelia endur'd, when left 
alone; all that one can think of Dread !—of 
Anxiety, was ſhort of her enduring She 
was naturally timorous ; and having never been 
exposd to any Dangers, now all at once to 
brave ſo many, was more than all the Reſolu- 
tion ſhe had muſter'd up .could enable her. 
She accuſed de P Amye of Ingratitude, and Cold- 
neſs, that he had not been at de Valier's theſe 
two Days Oh! ( ſaid ſbe to herſelf) had he 
lov'd with that Ardency as he pretended, 'a 
Sympathy of Souls wou'd have brought him 


By Intuition he would have known I was about 


to do ſomething that requir'd his Aid Is 
Love a Divinity, and does any Spark of it in- 


form his Breaſt, and not by ſome ſecret Impulſe 


warn him, that his Laſſelia has, for his ſake, 
abandon'd herſelf to all that can be thought of 
Miſery, and Horror? Thus did ſhe upbraii 

the Paſſion that poſſeſs*'d her, while 1 


2 that, 


— 


— 
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that, if ſeen, ſhe ſhou'd.. be known. in ſpite. of 
her Diſguiſe, and her diſtracted Apprehenſion 
form'd a thouſand Ideas of Danger all fright- 
ful, and hidequs to Nature !——'T he Darkneſs 
coming on, encreaſed them, and ſhe would 
now have given all the World to have been in 
ſome Place of Shelter; but ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted: with the way to any Inn, and be- 
ing ſtray d a good diſtance from the Road, was 
hopeleſs of finding it. "Tis probable, in her 
preſent Fears, ſhe: would have return'd: to de 
Palier's, had ſhe: known her way back: but 
that was alſo impoſſible; and as ſhe had run 
herſelf into this Misfortune, there was nothing 
for her to do, but patiently to bear whatever 
might be the Conſequence. It would be too 
tedious to repeat the Lamentations ſhe. made, 
or the various Turns of Anguiſh which the diffe- 
rent Paſſions created in her Soul. So I ſhall only 
ſay, that when it grew quite dark, ſhe with- 
drew to a little. Copſe, which ſhe found in the 
middle of the Field; and there covering herſelf 
as well as ſhe cou'd with her PiJerim's Weed, 
lay all Night on the Earth, no other Bed than 
a few fallen Leaves, nor Canopy, than the Skies. 
Hard Lodging for a young Lady. bred in all the 
Delicacies: of the moſt. pompous: and magnifi- 
cent Court of Europe ! 15 


IIS eaſy to believe ſhe reſted not much, 
her Griefs and Uneaſineſſes were of a nature 
too violent to admit the Influence of the God 
of Sleep, nor did the Dawn afford her any Con- 
ſolation, ſhe was ſtill in the ſame wretched 
State; and after, caſting in her Mind a thou- 
{and various Projections, which all ſeem'd im- 
. poſſible 
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poſſible to accompliſh, ſhe laid herſelf down a: 


The Self- Alandan d. 37 
gain, quite ſtupid. with her Griefs; reſolving, as 
much as ſhe had power of reſolving on any 
thing, to riſe no more. Ft 


BUT ſhe had not continued long in this 
Lethargy of Thought, before ſhe was rouz'd 
from it by a ſudden and loud Noiſe of Horſes, 
Hunting-Horns, and a great Cry of Dogs; 
they ruſh'd juſt by the Place ſhe was in, and 
had not the Gentlemen been too eager on their 


Game to regard any thing elſe, ſne muſt needs 


have been diſcover'd by them, as they paſs d, 
in ſpite of her leafy Covert. The unexpected 
Sound made her ſtart at firſt hearing; but lift- 
ing up her Head a little, as much as ſhe had 
Courage, and perceiving what it was that had 
occaſionꝰd it, ſhe ſlunk down again, trembling 
for fear ſhe ſhou'd be ſeen, and continu'd in 
that Poſture for ſome time: at laſt, hearing no- 
thing but the ruſtling of the Leaves blown to 
and fro by the Winds, ſhe once more ventur'd/ 
to riſe, and walk; not that ſhe had any hope 
of mending her Condition, but to ſeek a Place 
more remote to die in. She had not gone many 
Paces from the Copſe, which had been her Ha- 
bitation that Night, before ſhe ſaw a Man on 
Horſeback, riding leiſurely croſs the Field juſt 
oppoſite to her — All the Terrors her con- 
fus'd Imagination had created, return'd with 
double Force at this Sight; and endeavouring 
to avoid him with too much Precipitation, her 
Feet happen'd to be entangled with ſome buſhy 
Twigs that lay in the way, and down ſhe fell. 
She wou'd have roſe nimbly enough, but the 
ſame ſpriggy Subſtance which had thrown: her, 


38 LASSELIA: or, 
ſtill hung about her, and all ſhe cou'd do was 


inſufficient to diſengage herſelf, till the Gentle- 


man, perceiving the Accident, alited from his 
Horſe, and ran to her Aſſiſtance: But how 
ſhall I ſet forth, as it deſerves, that vaſt Ex- 
ceſs of inſupportable, unutterable Joy! which 
ruſh'd at once into her Soul, when looking up, 
ſhe ſaw in the Perſon ſhe had fled, him whom to 
meet ſhe had run ſo many Dangers ; her dear, her 
ador'd de Ame The ſwift Viciſſitude from the 
Extreme of one Paſſion to another was too vio- 
lent for her Weakneſs to ſuſtain it took away 
all power of Utterance, or of Motion. Mada- 
moiſelle de Valier had fo artificially diſguis'd her, 
that till finding ſhe was fainting away, he began 
to pull the things from her Face, in order to 
give her Air; he knew not to whom it was that 
Pity and Good-nature had engag'd him to do 
that good Office: But when the Face of Laſſe- 
lia was diſcover'd, the ſame, or if poſſible, a 
greater degree of Tranſports than ſhe had felt, 
were now his Turn to experience both were 
too much loſt in Rapture to expreſs it by any 
other way than Kiſſes, Embraces, and all the 
fond Endearments of mutual Extaſy—— Words 
were too poor, too mean Acknowledgments 
of the unbounded Bliſs of ſuch a Meeting 

nor cou'd they, for ſome Minutes, be able to 
relate to each other the means by which it came 
to paſs, till Curioſity claiming a ſhare in his 
other Emotions, he contented himſelf to give a 
little Truce to the tumultuous Pleaſure he en- 
joy'd in her Embraces, to eaſe his Wonder at 
ſeeing her in that Garb and Place; which ſhe, 
endeavouring to recollect herſelf, as much as 


poſſible, oblig'd him in, by ſhewing him Madam 


de 
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de Monteſpan's Letter, and acquainting him with 
the Reaſons why ſhe had left Parts 3 and ſince 
the Houſe of de Valier—Such 2 Diſcovery muſt 
have been an addition, if it cou'd have admitted 
of any, to the paſſion he profeſt for her to 


fly from the Embraces of a King, to loſe for 


—_ 
. 


3 from the Favour of ſo great a Lady as Madam 

1 ge Monteſpan 3 and to endure ſuch Terrors, ſuch 

certain Hardſhips as had been her Portion the 

1 Night before, and might have continued on her 

= till Death had put an end to them, had not 

'4 Chance directed him that way, only for the un- 
certain Hopes of finding a fate Harbour in his 
Arms at laſt, Was ſuch a Proof of condeſcending 
Tenderneſs, of Love the moſt ſublime, the moſt 
violent that ever Was, chat he confeſs d it far 
ſurpaſs d all poſſibility of a, return, and grew : 
even painful to A grateful, generous Heart, 
Which, he ſaid, had not the means to thank, as 
it deſerv'd, ſuch à profuſive Waſte of laviſh 
Kindneſs But Laſſelia ſoon remov'd that 
Diſcontent, by aſſuring him ſhe ſhou'd think 
herſelf more happy in the Conqueſt of his' 
Heart, than in that of the whole World ; and 
that all ſhe entreated of him, ſhou'd be Con- 
ſtancy. This little amorous Conteſt being over, 
ſhe began gently to reproach him for the wand 

of that Impatience, which, by herſelf, ſhe knew 
was incident to Love. How cou'd you, (ſaid. 
ſhe) after ſo many tender Declarations on yout 
Side, and Condeſcenſions on mine, have the In- 

humanity to keep tN⁰ long Days from the only 
Place where you cou d expect to ſee me 2—Had 
you been kind enough to have ſought me at 
de Valier's, What thouſand Afflictions 4 | 


» ed 
18 R ? 

a: DI ee aL s : g 6 

MVR TS So N 3 e 
. 7 S l 
N e BY N 
95 - TAE So BIES ON... n CER 8 
i p * n 1 „ _ NIE" 
: 47G Ry. F $ 
i 0 E 8 
$ 3 4 Se 88 


40 TLASSELIA: or, 
ſavd me- all the Terrors of this laſt cruel 
Night had been unfelt, and in their room I had 
been poſſeſt of Joys inconceivable—Bliſs without 
a Name, and which is no where to be found 
but in the Preſence of my ador d de P Amye. You 
do well, (reply d he, teuderly embracing her) you do 
well, my Angel! by the divine Softneſs of your 
laſt Words, to make me Reparation for the In- 
juſtice of your former ones —Q ! did you know 
on what a Rack of high-rais'd Expectation I was 
kept, you would not blame, but pity me—-to a 
Man in my Circumftances, Opportunities are 
ſcarce; nor cou'd I, in all that Age of Hours, 
which you call but two Days, find one which I 
cou'd hope wou'd bleſs me, till, mad with the 
Delay, I contriv'd a Hunting-Match, and invi- 
ted de Valier to be Partaker of it, and at the 
ſame time entreated his Wife wou'd bear mine 
company at our Houſe, till the Chaſe ſhou'd be 
over. I flatter'd myſelf with a Belief you wou'd 
difcern my Meaning, and make ſome Pretence 
to ſtay at home, while I wou'd, unperceiv'd, 
have drop'd my Company, and ſtole unſuſpeted 
to that dear Bower where firſt I had the glorious 
Diſcovery of your tender Sentiments ; but all 
theſe Hopes were daſh'd, and I wonder how I 
ſurviv'd the killing News, or that at leaſt my 
Countenance did not diſcover how nearly I was 
intereſted, when de Valier, at his coming this 
"Morning, told me you had laſt Night left his 
Houſe, unknown to all the Family ; and that ic 
was the greateſt Myſtery in Nature, on what 
Occaſion, or to what Place, you were retir'd— 
The Force I have done myſelf, ſince this Informa- 
tion, in putting on a conſtrainꝰd Good: Humour 
to him and the reſt of the Company, can by no- 
1 thing 
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T —blefsd Chance] which from henceforward 
7 fhall be my Deity, brought you to my Sight, 
and in a Moment chang'd. the Hell of my De- 
XZ fſpair, to all the Heaven my Soul is capable of 
poſſeſſing. A thouſand Kiſſes, and ſtrenuous 


Embraces, clos'd this Diſcourſe; nor wou'd 
they ever have known when to have given over 


KT fo delighrful an Employment, but that a repeat- 


ing Watch, which he happened to have in his 


Pocket, ſtriking Eleven, reminded him that 
X *cwas poſſible the Hunters might return, and 
that this was no fit Place to continue their amo- 


rous Entertainment; therefore, remounting his 
Horſe, and taking her up behind him, who joy- 


fully put herſelf into his Protection, he rid a 


quite contrary way to that he expected them to 
come, and ſtopping at an Inn, where he had ſome 


little Acquaintance, he recommended her to the 


People of the Houſe, and charging them to take 


particular Care of her, without asking any Que- 


ſtions who, or what ſhe was, forc'd himſelf to 
leave her, having firſt obtain'd a ſolemn Promiſe 
from her, that ſhe would endeavour by Repoſe, 
to recover the Fatigue ſhe had undergone, aſſu- 
ring her that he wou'd return before Night, 
She doubted not the Performance of his Promiſe, 

| of both 
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42 LASSEL IA: or, 
both in this and every thing elle : Love is ever 
credulous, and inſpires ſo good an Opinion of 
the darling Object, that it is not without great 
Difficulty the Heart which harbours it, can be 
brought to believe any thing to the prejudice of 
what it wiſhes, even where there is the greateſt 
ground for Suſpicion ; and, indeed, there was 
here occaſion. ſufficient for an implicite Faith ; 
the little Knowledge ſhe had of the Principles of 
de P Amye, was but a too reaſonable Cauſe for 
Doubt, that when he had nothing more to ob- 
tain, he might retain as little regard for the Per- 
ſon who ſo generouſly gave him all, as his Sex 
ordinarily do—it was but a Chance whether by 
putting herſelf under his Protection, ſhe ſhou'd * 
not fall into the moſt miſerable Circumſtance to 
which a fond believing Woman can poſſibly be 
ſubjeted ; and in ſuch a Venture there were 
ten thouſand Blanks to one Prize. But Fortune, 
in this particular was on her Side, de Ame 
had a Stock of Good-nature, Honour, and | 
Sincerity; which had it been divided among his 
whole Sex, might have bleſs'd the Race of Wo- 
mankind—he never promis d more than he per- 
form'd his Profeſſions never outſoar'd his 
Meaning —and tho no Man that ever liv'd, had 
a greater command of Language, he choſe ra- 
ther by Deeds than Words, to expreſs his Paſſion © 
In the whole Courſe of his long Amour with |} 
her, ſhe had it not in her power to accuſe him 
of having told her one Untruth To the End of | 
his Life he lov'd her with an undiminiſh'd 
Ardour -was ſtrictly careful of her Reputation, 
while there was a Poſſibility of preſerving it - 
zealous for her Intereſt, and ever eager for her | 
Love Such a Ruin (as by the nicely VION, 
. the 
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the Sacrifice ſhe made him of her Honour 
could be call'd no other) was too pleaſing to 
permit her to repent it Fame, Reputa-. 
EZ tion, Grandure, all that the Generality of 
Souls are ſway' d by, ſeem'd little in compe- 
tition with his Love; and whenever the Re- 


flection, that by the Laws of the Nation their 
Pleaſures were no other than criminal, came 


Aa croſs her Thoughts, he had taught her to 
aabſolve herſelf, by arguing with her Con- 


ſcience in this manner: Why (ſaid ſbe) 
ſhould I condemn that as a Fault which Hea- 
ven ne er made one? tis Cuſtom only and 
Prieſtcraft make me guilty——What Right 
had thoſe imperious Dictators to impoſe 
Laws on their Fellow-Creatures > Not any 
of their Legends can boaſt a Divine Miſſion 
to authorize their Inſolence. In former 
times, Plurality of Wives and Concubines 
was allow'd of, and to this day are forbidden 
but by a ſmall Part of the World So far 
were the Suggeſtions of him who made it his 
chief Care to reconcile her to what ſhe had 
done; but Love, and her extreme Admira- 
tion of him, furniſh'd her with more — 
But ſuppoſe (would ſhe ſay) it were indeed a 
Crime with any other Man, the Caſe is wide- 
ly different with him I love; the charming, 
the unequall'd de P Amye, that Pride of Na- 
ture! that Boaſt of the Creation] cannot 
ſure be thought to err while he obeys the. 
firſt, great, undiſputable Command Go 


Forth and multiply A thouſand Wives, 


were there ſo many Women worthy of his 
Love, ſhould rather ſpread his glorious 
Image xound the peopled Earth! adorn Hy- 

_ 3 manity 
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__ - LASSELIA: or, 
manity ! and bleſs the Age to come !— With 
theſe, and the like wild Notions, did the Vi- 


olence of her Paſſion tranſport her, and ſtifle 


all Remorſe ; which however really condem- 
nable in themſelves, ſerv'd to make her en- 


tirely eaſy in a Life which elfe muſt have 
been full of Difquiets. 


BUT I forget that by theſe Digreſſ ons I 
ſhall become tireſome to my Reader: To go 


on therefore with the Hiſtory of this (whom 


I may juſtly call) Self- Abandon d Fair. Some 
Hours before ſhe expected him, did the im- 
patient de ! Amye, pretending ſudden Buſineſs, 
get rid of the Ca ny he had invited, and 
returned-to-the Inn where he had left her; 
the Joy of their Meeting was proportion'd to 
that Exceſs of Paſſion they were mutually 
tre pp with, and he, haying order'd his 


with her al Night, and ee any more 
Reſiſtance than ſuch as but heighten d De- 
ſire, enjoy d thoſe Charms a King had vainly 
languiſh'd to obtain. When a little Ceſſation 
from Rapture would give leave for cooler 


Converſation, they began to conſult Where, 


and in what manner, ſhe ſhou'd be conceal d; 
and after many various Propoſals on his ſide, 
and Refuſals on hers, as eng either 1 


„ Was 


Whatever 


* 
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whatever Rewards might be offered by the 
King, or Madam de Monteſpan, for the diſco- 
very of Laſſelia; their Ignorance that they 
had the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, wou'd be 
her Security. . 


S HE lived for ſome Months in all the Fe- 
licity that Love, in the moſt elevated degree, 
can afford to thoſe who devote themſelves en- 
tirely to that Paſſion ; but, alas! how tran- * 
ſient is a Happineſs built on this Foundation? 
If the darling Object of our Tenderneſs, by 


| ſome uncommon Principle of Honour, or a 
2” | Conſtancy ſeldom incident to the Nature of 
1 Mankind, returns not, with Ingratitude or 
1 Falſhood, the Condeſcenſions we have made; 
1 the Hand of Fate, by ſome unforeſeen, ſome 
_ unimagin'd Blow, daſhes the ſhort-liv'd Bliſs, 
— hurls us to laſting Wretchedneſs, and forces 
| us to own, tho' late, the fad Effects of our 


miſtaken Zeal. Madam de P Amye, who, as 
I have before obſery'd, was not without a 
good deal of womaniſh Pride and Jealouſy in 
her Nature, either by finding a difference 
in her Husband's Behaviour, or ſome other 
Reaſon, began to grow prodigiouſly diſ- 
quieted, and reſolv'd to know the Truth of 
what that Buſineſs was which he pretended 
oblig'd him to be ſo often from home, and 
where it was that he, of late, had paſt fo 
many Days and Nights; in order for this 
diſcovery ſhe ſent a Servant, whom ſhe cou'd 
confide in, to watch at a diſtance where his 
Maſter went: but the Caution of de! Amye 
rendred theſe Endeavours fruitleſs for a long 
time; for he never went directly to the Inn 

where 
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46 LASSELIA: or, 
where Laſſelia was lodg'd, but made ſhort 
Viſits at: ſeveral Houſes which happened to 


be not far diſtant from his own; And 'tis 
"probable that by this means ſhe wou'd never 
have had it in her power to have made herſelf 


wretched,by aDiſcovery of that, which forher 
own Peace, as well as that of the other Perſons 
concern'd in it, had much better have been 
eternally conceal'd, if an Accident had not 


happened, that when ſhe had almoſt given over 


all Hope of it, brought every thing to light. 
age eee eee 


The Hiſtory of the 200 Madamoi {elle 


_ Douxmourl1es. 


| FRIENDSHIP of a very anci- 
ent ſtanding having been between the 
Families of de' Amye and Douxmour ie, it was 
mutually defir'd, that the former having but 
one Son, and the other no more Children than 
two Daughters, the Amity between them 
might be preſerv'd by his Marriage with one 
of them. The eldeſt of them, being moſt 
favour'd by her Father, was the Perſon pro- 
pos'd, and old de! Amye agreeing to it, every 
thing was concluded on before the Inclina- 
tions of the Parties themſelves were conſult- 
ed: The young Gentleman, who had been on 
his Travels, tho? he was every day expected 
home, did not return till ſome Months after 
this Affair was ſettled ; ſo that his intended 
Bride had much the advantage of him, in 
knowing to whom ſhe was ordain'd. —— 
The Expectations that. ſhe would be a very 
| = con- 
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conſiderable Match, being Coheireſs with her 
Siſter of a vaſt Eſtate, join'd to her other 
Accompliſhments, had attracted a great num- 
ber of Admirers, all which her Father oblig'd 
her to diſmiſs, and told her he had provided 
a Husband for her, whoſe Quality and For- 
tune were what he approved of, and whoſe 
perſonal Merits were not to be equalled by 
any of thoſe who pretended a Paſſion for her: 
Nor was it from her Father alone ſhe re- 
ceived this Character of him, ſeveral Gentle- 
men, who kad accompanied him to ſome of 
thoſe Courts, which he had viſited for Im- 
provement, being returned before him, re- 
ported him to be grown a perfe& Maſter of 
all thoſe Accompliſhments which can render 
a Man truly valuable. The thing was pub- 


1 lickly talk'd of, all her Acquaintance wiſh'd 
* £ ; 25 4 . . 3 

8 her Joy of a Happineſs which was look d upon 
"I as good as compleated, and among them there 


1 were not a few who wou'd have rejoyced to 
: have had a poſſibility of putting themſelves 
in her place, and envy'd her more for the 
good Fortune ſhe was to enjoy in the poſleſ- 
ſion of ſo charming a Husband, than for the 
Dowry ſhe received from her Father. She, 

who had a Heart intirely unprepoſſeſs'd with 
any other Object, was perfectly ſatisfied with 
the Choice had been made for her; and tho? 

it cou'd not be ſaid ſhe was in love with one 
whoſe Perſon ſhe had never ſeen, yet *tis cer- 
tain that from the prodigious Character ſhe 
had heard of him, ſhe had form'd ſo great 

an Idea of Happineſs in being his Wife, that 
ſhe obey'd the Commands of her Father in 
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48 LASSELIA: or, 
in reſolving to become ſo with an Iuclination, 
at leaſt, equal to her Duty. F 


A T length, the long- expected Charmer 
was arriv'd ; and as ſoon as the firſt Demon- 
trations of Joy for his Return were over, 
was inform'd by his Father of what he had 
concluded on for him : the old Gentleman 
did not fail to repreſent the Advantages of 
ſuch a Match in Colofirs the moſt agreeable, 
and extoll'd the Merits of the Lady he de- 
fign'd for him to ſo high a Degree, that a 
youthful Heart, naturally amorous, was eaſi- 
ly inflam'd by fo elegant a Deſcriptiou 
The Fatigue of his Journey had not taken 
from him that Impatience, and Curioſity, 
which ſuch an Occaſion commonly inſpires: 
he was eager to ſee her, and deſir'd he might 
be introduc'd immediately. His Father, 
overjoy'd to find him in a Humour ſo much 
diſpos'd to Obedience, comply'd with his 
Requeſt, and they went together to the Houſe 
of Monſieur Douxmourie. Old de F Amye be- 
ining told he was gone to take a Walk in his 
Garden, went to ſeek him there, leaving his 
Son in the Parlour till his Return, little ima- 

ining what Event that ſhort 'Time of his 
Abſence would bring forth. The youngeſt of 
the Douxmourie's having heard the Congratu- 
lations which had been paid to her Siſter on 
the account of her intended Marriage, and 
the Admiration every one that knew him 
had expreſs'd of the graceful Perſon, and Be- 
haviour of him who was to be the Husband ; 
had a Deſire, which indeed had ſomething 
more in it than Curioſity, to ſee him: and 
being 
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Duty, was too much tranſported to reſtrain 
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being told by ſome of the Servants that he 
was below, reſolv'd to be a Witneſs of what 


ſo many had alledg'd in his favour : She had 


the better Opportunity of doing it, becauſe 
her Siſter was that Afternoon gone out to 
make ſome Viſits : Therefore coming into 


the Room where he was, with a Gaiety and 
Freedom which is pretty common among the 


French Ladies, {truck his Fancy, ar firſt fight, 
with ſomething to her Advantage, which ſhe 


was far from expecting. He no ſooner ſaw. 


her, than he wiſh'd ſhe mighr be the Perſon 
his Father had made choice of for him ; and 
his 'Travels having furniſh'd him with a good 
Quantity of Aſſurance, tho no more than 
what is agreeable, provided the Perſon poſ- 
ſeſs'd of it knows how to temper it with 
Good-Manners, he preſently made her ſenſi- 
ble how happy he ſhould think himſelf it ſhe 
were the Daughter of Monſieur Douxmourie. 
Young as ſhe was, ſhe was not ſo dull of 
Apprehenſion as nor to underſtand him ; but 
perceiving he either had not been made 
acquainted, or had forgot that there were 


two of them, forbore to remind him, promp- 


ted thereto by ſome ſecret Dictates, to which 
as yet ſhe was herſelf a Stranger to the mean- 
ing of; and only anſwering him in the Affir- 
mative, that ſhe had the Honour to call that 
Gentleman Father, prevented him from giv- 
ing any Check to the Paſſion which was juſt 
then kindling in his Soul: and thinking him- 
ſelf the happieſt Man on Earth, to find. in 
one Perfon all that cou'd indulge his Love, and 
at the ſame time gratify his Intereſt, and his 


his 
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his Joy, or wait the dull Formality of her 
being preſented to him: but telling her who 
he was (which ſhe knew well enough before) 
and asking her if ſhe had never heard of 
ſuch a Man, who had been flatter d with the 
hope that he ſhould, one day, be bleſt in the 
poſſeſſion of the Daughter of Douxmourie: 
Yes, Monſieur, (anſwer d ſhe, bluſhing ; and with MT 
an Air which ſtill confirm d him ſhe was the Per- 
ſon he wiſh'd, and alſo that 2 him had 
iven her Emotions, in ſome meaſure, proportion*d 
to thoſe he felt for her) J am, indeed ( ſaid ſhe) i 
the Daughter of Douxmourie, nor are you de- 
= | ceiv'd in your Conjecture, if you imagine! 
| have heard enough of de  Amye to make ne 
| impatient for his coming. He was about to 
| reply to theſe obliging Words, in Terms full 
| of Tenderneſs, when” the coming in of both 
their Fathers prevented either of them from 
proceeding. After the firk Civilities were 
over, Monſieur Douxmourie began to ſpeak of 
the Happineſs he propos'd in uniting their 
Families; and young de F Amye afſur'd him, 
thar, in providing for him 1n this manner, he 
thought himſelf under greater Obligations to 
his Father, than for all he ever did, or wou d 
do for him beſides. You are infinitely gal- 
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lant, reply'd Monſieur; and I hope, if what 


you tell me be your real Sentiments, you 
will have no occaſion to alter them when you 
ſee my Daughter, who, not appriz'd of the 
Honour of a Viſit from you, happens to be 
abroad; but I have ſent for her, and I know 
it ſhe will be here immediately. What mean 
if you Sir? (interrupted de I Amye, ſtrangely ſur- 
prizd) is not this Lady your Daughter! One 
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ceeds her in all the Perfections of Mind and 


Body, as this might ſeem to do an untaught, 
tawny Ethiope. It is not to be imagin d what 
an Alarm theſe Words gave the Perſon they 
were addreſs'd to——He was hardly able to 
recover himſelf ſo far as to be able to make 


any Anſwer, and when he did, it was in this 
manner: I doubt not (ſaid he coldly) but that 
all your Family have Excellencies peculiar to 
themſelves but I ſhould never wiſh a 
nobler Satisfaction, than what is in the power 
of this young Lady to beſtow. Had a diſ- 
intereſted Perſon been preſent, it would have 
been pleaſant enough to have obſerv'd the 
Surprize and Vexation which appear'd in 
the Faces of the two old Gentlemen | 
They ſtood for ſome time looking on one 
another in a fix'd Poſture, as if ſome ſuper- 
natural Event had happen'd, which had de- 


priv'd them of the Power of Speech, till the 


Father of him, who had been the Occaſion 
of it, firſt broke filence in theſe or the like 
Expreſſions Lou muſt pardon ( ſaid he) the 


Deference which my Son has Gallantry e- 


nough to pay to the preſent Fair He has 
travell'd, you know, and that fort of Educa- 
tion generally inſpires a deſire of becoming 
pleaſing to all I hope he is better ac- 
quainted with my Intentions, than to prefer 
in reality any to her I have appointed for 
him Aye, aye, cry'd the other, it is all 
owing to this forward Girl Leave the 


Room ! (contimi d he, turning to his Daugłier, 


2 who 
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of them (reſum'd the other ;) but ſhe that the 
diſcerning Eyes of your rightly-judging Fa- 
ther has pointed out for you, as much ex- 
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— So 


who had been all this while trembling with Con- 
fufion and Uncertainty how to behave in this Af- 
fair) be gone Jou are too young for 
Converſations ſuch as we are upon. Tho, 
by what after enfu'd, one may believe ſhe 
wou'd have given her Soul almoſt to have 


ſtaid; ſhe was kept in too much Awe by the 


Severity of her Father, to dare to diſobey 
him, and ſhe went away in Tears: which 10 
ſenſibly touch'd de Ane, that not all the 
Reſpect he ow'd to the Preſence of his Fa- 
ther wood have been able to have reſtrain'd 
him from uttering a much greater Part of his 
Sentiments, than yet he had done, if the im- 
mediate Entrance of that Lady, for whoſe 
ſake the other had been treated in this man- 
ner, had not made it improper: She no 
ſooner appear'd, than, after having paid- a 
civil Reſpe& to the two Strangers, ſhe ask'd 
her Father what had occaſion'd his Com- 
mands for her return home. That, reh d be, 
which I doubt not bur all here will ar laſt 
think themſelves happy in. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, he preſented her to de Ame; and 
for form ſake, told her who he was, tho the 
Servant who was ſent for her had before re- 
lated the News. | 


NOTHING could be more dazling chan 
the Appearance of this Lady ; her Perſon was 
every way agreeable, ſhe had the fineſt Hair 
and Complection in the World, her Features 


were perfectly regular; nor could the niceſt 
Eye find a Defe& either in her Face or 


Shape, unleſs that ſhe were ſomething too 
tall; but then there was an Air of Majeſty 
about 
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The Self-Abandon'd. 53 
about her, which little People very rarely 
can boaſt, and which made her appear ex- 
tremely charming——To all that Nature had 
beſtow'd, Art had done its utmoſt to em- 
beliſh her: ſhe was dreſs'd in ſo rich as well 
as becoming a manner, as might eaſily inform 
thoſe that ſaw her, there was nothing want 
ing from her own Care for the one, or Indui- 
gence of her Father for the other. But not all 
the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, were 
ſufficient to make her appear half ſo ami- 
able in the Eyes of de F 4mye, as did her 
Siſter : there was an eaſy Freedom in the 
Behaviour, a winning Softneſs in the Air and 
Face of that young Creature, tho dreſs'd in 
a more plain Apparel, and not ſet off with 
any Illuſtration, which took more with him, 
and he continu'd to think her infinitely more 


lovely in her native Charms, than this, a- 
dorn'd in all the gawdy Pomp of Finery, and 


Blaze of Jewels. The Paſſion he was poſ- 
ſeſs'd of for the other, and. the Reflection 
how indifferently ſhe. had been uſed on the 
account of this, work'd ſo ſtrongly in his 
Soul, that he had ſcarce power enough over 


himſelf to pay her even thoſe common Com- 
pliments, which cou'd not be omitted with- 


out Il-Manners In fine, the little he ſaid 
to her appear'd ſo forc'd, ſo different from 


what 1s dictated by the Heart, that a Perſon, 


far leſs capable of judging than ſhe was, might 


eafily perceive he was little influenc'd in the 


manner ſhe. expected. By the Deſcription I 
have given of her, I believe my Reader will 
not. imagine her ro be the humbleſt of her 


Sex.; tho, had ſhe been ſuch, a Diſappointment 


like 
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but as ſhe really was of a Humour perhaps 
the leaſt inclinable to pardon an Indignity of 
this kind, of all others, ſhe grew all Fury, 
and her tumultuous Thoughts meditated no- 
thing but Revenge: but it his not loving her 
had power to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt of Rage 
in her Soul, to what an infinite Degree did 
the Knowledge (which ſhe ſoon after re- 


ceiv'd) that it was to the more prevailing 


Charms of her Siſter ſhe ow'd this Mortifi- 
cation, tranſport her! All that can be con- 
ceiv'd of Violent, was mean to that with 
which her haughty 'Temper was agitated. 
The poor young Lady felt the Effects of it; 
her Father was ſo much inrag'd, that by her 


ſhowing herſelf the Match might probably 


be broken off between de PAmye and his fa- 

vourite Daughter, that he wou'd not ſuffer 

her to come in his - ſight ; but order'd ſhe 

ſhould ſtay in her Chamber, whence he vow'd 
ſhe ſhould never come out, unleſs it were to 

be diſpos'd'in'a Monaſtery, without de  Amye, 

repenting the Declarations he had made in 

her favour, conſented to the Conſummation 

of what his Father had agreed upon for 

him Nor was this all the Hardſhip ſhe 

endur'd ; ſhe was deny'd Eaſe in her Con- 
finement, her Siſter was perpetually coming 

in to inſult her, and whenever any Company 

or Buſineſs gave her a ſmall Ceſſation from 
this Vexation, her own diſturb*d Thoughts 

were ſufficiently her Tormentors She 

lov'd the charming de! Ame, tho ſhe had 

N | ten 


like this was ſufficient to rouze the ſmalleſt 
Sparks of Pride, and kindle up Reſentment ; 
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| ſeen. him but once, with a Paſſion as fierce, 


as violent, as. her Soul naturally mild and 
gentle was capable of admitting. And the 
Impoſſibility there was, that her Father ever 
ſhou'd be brought to conſent" ſhe ſhou'd be 
his, to the prejudice of her Siſter, even tho 
he ſhould really like her well enough, to 
continue giving her the Preference in his In- 


clinations, I believe, by all who have expe- 


rienc'd that Paſſion, will be allow'd to be a 
Torture poynant enough to break a Heart 


more reſolute than hers. 


WHILE the Family of Douxmourie were 
in, theſe Perplexities, that of de P Amye was 
not. much better : the young Gentleman 
plainly told his Father, he never would 
marry the Perſon propos'd, and obſtinately 
refus'd making any more Viſits to that 
Houſe, unleſs he might be admitted to pay 
his Addreſſes to the youngeſt Daughter. 
This created many Arguments berween 
them; and neither of them being able to 
overcome the Reſolution of the other, the 
whole Affair, for ſome time, continu'd in ſuſ- 
pence. | | 1 


ſhould marry into that Family, endeavour'd 
to perſuade Monſieur Douxmourie to give his 


Conſent that he ſhould have her he ſeem'd 


moſt to approve ; but he was too partially 


fond of his other Daughter, to liſten to ſuch 


a Propoſal : and ſince he had no other way 
to revenge the Contempt ſhe had been treated 
with, 


D 


 _ OLD de PAmye at length having, 
many Reaſons, a prodigious Deſire his Son 
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with, encreas'd his ill Uſage of her Rival 
Siſter in ſuch a manner, that ſhe would not 
have been able to have, ſupported it with 
Life, had Heaven not ſent her a Relief, by 
taking him away, in whoſe power alone ſhe 
was. He was taken ſuddenly ill of a violent 
Fever, and died in three days: but the ap- 
proach of Death made but little Alteration | 

in his Sentiments, he did not indeed wholly 

cut off his younger Daughter of a Child's 

Part in his Eſtate, but left her far inferior 

to her Siſter, and that too to be forfeited if 
ſhe marry'd de I Axe. 3 


SHE was now, however, her own Mi- 
ſtreſs; and tis not to be imagin'd that when 1 
ſhe was ſo, ſhe wou'd continue in the ſame MT 
Houſe with a Siſter, whoſe unforgiving Tem 
per had coſt her ſo much Uneaſfineſs: She FR 
took Lodgings in the Town, and being ſtill MR 
poſleſs'd of her former Paſſion, tho as hope= 
leſs as eyer of gratifying it, ſent to let 
de F Amye know ſhe ſhou'd take it as a 
favour if ſhe ſaw him among the number 
of thoſe who came ro conſole an unhappy 
Orphan. This Summons was too kinda x 
one for a Man'of his Gallantry to refuſe, had 8 
he been leſs in Love; but ſtill retaining the vn, 
ſame Deſire which the firſt Sight of her had 1 
inſpired him with, tho' now degenerated to a 
leſs noble Aim, he obeyed with a ſpeed _ 
which teſtified the Pleaſure he took in it: * 
The former Tenderneſs with which they had of 
regarded each other, encreaſing by a nearer 
Converſation, both became at length 15 "BY 
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much overcome by it, to have the Government 
any longer of their Actions. —— And, to 
what Extremes will mutual Love tranſport 
its Votaries ? — They yielded to the all- 
commanding Force gave up their Souls 
as Victims to his Sway — and prov'd that it 
was not in the power of the inexorable Doux 
mourie to deprive them of any other part*of 
the Joys of N 

The Conſequence of this was, what might 
naturally be expected, the Cenſure of the 
World, and a living Proof that thoſe Cen- 
ſures were not undeſerv'd ; but in ſpite of 
thoſe two, which muſt be reckon'd ſtabbing 
Afflictions to a Woman who has any Pretence 
to Honour or Reputation, the generous 
Fair had too great a tenderneſs for her lovely 
Undoer, to preſs him to take off the Reproach 
ſhe ſuffer'd by making her his Wife. —= A 
noble Friendſhip went hand in hand with the 
Paſſion ſhe had for him, which would not ſuf- 
fer her to wiſh he ſhould take to his Arms a 
Bride unportion'd ; nor indeed, as his Affairs 
ſtood, great part of his Father's Eſtate being 
involv'd, could haffave done it, without 
bringing manifeſ Meſtruction on himſelf, and 
her he married. But the Caſe ſtood not in 
this manner with the Sieur Le Bleſſang. He, 
tho“ infinitely ſuperior to her in Fortune, 
wou d have thought himſelf happy, would ſhe 


have yielded to be his Wife; and when ſhe 


heard the Rumour that every one's mouth 
was full of, of her Intimacy with de P Ame, 
he was the laſt that believ'd it; nor, perhaps, 
never would have done fo, if her Siſter, who 


Marriage than the Ceremony. 
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58 LASSELIA: Or, 
hated her more deadly, ſince ſhe knew the 
continued Tenderneſs de P Amye ſtill had for 
her, and was ever watchful to expoſe 
her, had not contriv'd a Stxatagem, to give 
him ocular Demonſtration. She perſuaded him 
to dreſs like a Footman, and under the Pre- 
tence of bringing a Letter from that happy 
Lover, he eaſily got Admittance into the 
Houſe, where the unfortunate Lady was in 
her Child-Bed. ——— That Secret being al- 
ſo diſcovered by the Spies of that aſſiduous 
Contriver of Difſenſion. — Having gain'd 
Entrance, Love, Curioſity, Jealouſy, and a 
Reſolution of being ſatisfied of the 'Truth, 
emboldened him to follow the Maid that car- 
ried up the Letter; and found her, indeed, 
as he had been inform'd, and the undeniable 


Teſtimony of what ſhe had been guilty of, 


lying on the Bed by her. The Surprize he 
was in, in ſpite of all had been told him, to 
ſee her really in that Condition, was ſo 
great, that he had power to utter no 
more than, O! cou'd I have thought it !— 
Cou'd I have thought it and then ran 
down Stairs immediately—— the Confuſion 


ſhe was in, at ſeeing a Fellow at her Bedſide, 


and the Oddneſs of his Behaviour, hindred 
her from ordering he ſhou'd be ſtay'd 


but when ſhe open'd the Letter, and found 
it 7 a Blank, ſhe perceiv'd ſhe had been 


y'd, and was immediately ſeiz d with ſo 


violent a Diſorder, that it threw her into 


Fits which had like to have been fatal to her. 
There ler us leave her for a while, and re- 
turn to the enrag'd Lover, Monſieur Bl:ſang— 


He had no means of venting his Indignation 
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on her who had ſo ungratefully repaid his 
generous Affection, but he cou d not bear 
the Man who deprived him of her Affections 
ſhou'd live; he, therefore, writes a Chal- 
lenge immediately to Monſieur de / Amye, 
who, though he cou'd not gueſs by what 
way he had affronted a Gentleman who was 
altogether a Stranger to him, had too much 
Bravery to refuſe meeting him, and went to 
the Place, and at the Hour appointed 
It was natural enough, before they encoun- 
ter'd, to enquire the Cauſe which had pro- 
vok'd him to ſend a Billet of that nature; 

which the other anſwer'd with all the Frank- 
neſs imaginable, telling him the whole Secret 
by which he had diſcovered the Amour 

Bur, ſaid he, not yet able to vanquiſh the Ten- 

derneſs he had for her; tho” ſhe is for ever loſt 

to me, and with her all my Soul holds dear, 

ſo precious is her Fame, and Peace of Mind 

to me, that if you will ſwear to recompence 

the Injury you have done her, by an honou- 
rable Marriage, I am willing to paſs over my 

own Misfortune in Conſideration of her Hap- 

pineſs, and will here change Vows with 

you, never to moleſt your Peace De Amye, 

tho' tis poſſible he might, after Poſſeſſion, 

have had Gratitude enough to have done 

every thing in his power for her Eaſe, knew 

very well his Circumſtances would not admit 

of his marrying in that manner; but either 

not willing to let the other into that Secret, 

or believing all he cou'd ſay on that ſcore 
would ſeem but as a Pretence to avoid 
fighting, thought it better abſolutely to re- 
12 fuſe 
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fuſe it —— This threw: off all the Good-will 
Monſieur Blæſſang before had to an Accom- 
modation; and, drawing his Sword— Now, 
faid he, nothing ſhall prote& thee from me ; I 
fight not now to ſatiate my Revenge on a Ri- 
val, but to puniſh a Villain, a baſe Violater 
of Innocence——Have-at-thee, then, continued 
be, making a Paſs at him—Defend thyſelf, if 
thou canſt, againſt the Cauſe of Juſtice, and 
of-injur'd Virtue. He made his firſt Puſh 
with fo much Fury and Skill, that de“ Amye 
Rood in need of all his Dexterity to parry it ; 
but having foil'd him once or twice, and by 


this time equally enrag'd, gave a home 


Thruſt, with theſe Words This, cry'd he, 
to - ſhow how little I deſerve the Con- 


tumely, thy raſh miſtaken Rage has branded 


me with The unhappy Bleſſang cou'd an- 
ſwer to theſe Upbraidings no otherwiſe than 
with a Groan, which was indeed his laſt ; for 
that Moment put a Period at once to his 
Love, Life, and Indignation. Monſieur de 
F Amye was exceedingly troubled at this Acci- 
dent, not only becauſe he had robb'd the 
World of a Gentleman whoſe Life might have 


been of Service to it, but alſo that he knew 


he had too many powerful Friends for him 
to hope to obtain a Pardon for the Miſ- 
fortune he had been the cauſe of to them 
As he was refleQing a little on the Vexations 
which frequently ariſe from giving way to 
that Bane of Quiet, Love, he ſaw three or 
four People croſs haſtily over an adjacent 
Field, and ſeem to be coming directly to the 
Place where he was ſtanding by the dead 5 
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dy of him who ſo unluckily had fallen by his 
hand. Self-preſervation put him in mind that 
this was no fit Place for Contemplation; and 


turning another way into a Road, the En- 


trance of which he knew very well, he made 
the beſt of his way to the Lady for whoſe ſake 


all this had happen d: he found her very ill, 


and not in a Condition to be acquainted with 
what he had to deliver, therefore was obli- 
ged to leave her; zealouſly entreating the 
Care of all about her, deſigning, if ſhe re- 
cover'd, to write an account of all to her, as 
ſoon as he ſhou'd be in a Place of Safety; 
which, not believing was to be found in 
France, he took Shipping immediately, and em- 
bark'd for Flanders. Where when he had land- 
ed, he ſent Letters to his Father, and ſome 
others whom he cou'd confide in, defiring 
they would let him know, by Poſt, every 
thing that paſs'd concerning the Death of 
Monſieur Bleſſang. The firſt Anſwers he re- 


ceiv'd, were little to his Conſolation, tho? 


no leſs than he expe&ed : 'The Perſons whom 
he ſaw in the Field, were brought by the 
Servant who was employ'd in carrying the 
Challenge ; who, imagining what it might 
contain, had come in hope to have prevented 
the Miſchief ; and finding they were too late, 
went that moment to a Magiſtrate, and gave 
in an Information he alſo was informed 


that great Search had been made for him, 
and that he muſt never expect to ſee France 
again, unleſs he meant the Viſit ſhould be 
fatal to him But in the midſt of all theſe 
fad Accounts, he had this to comfort him, 
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62 LASSELIA: or, 

that his Father was very buſy with all thoſe 
who were accounted Favourites at Court; 
that he ſpar'd no Coſt nor 'Trouble to pro- 
cure a Pardon ; and that there were ſome 
among them, who had given him hope of 
ſucceeding, A 


THIS Misfortune was very terrible to 


old Monſieur de P Amye, not only becauſe it 
depriv'd him of the pleaſure of his dear Son's 
Company, but alſo that it was the tearing 


to pieces of his already broken Eſtate : and 


the Trouble and Fatigue it occaſion'd him, 
was ſuch, as was very near bringing him to 


his Grave. | 


BUT what Tongue is able to expreſs the 
Grief, the Diſtraction of the unfortunate 
Cauſe of all this Woe, when firſt ſhe heard 
the fatal News: Had it not been prevented 
by the watchful Care of thoſe about her, 
ſhe wou'd not have liv'd a Moment to en- 
dure the Obloquy of the World, and thoſe 
ſeverer Stings of Conſcience which ſhe now 


began to feel, for having, by her ill Conduct, 


occaſion'd ſuch Scenes of Death and Ruin 
The Idea of the unhappy Bleſſang was ever in 
her mind; and at ſome times Imagination 
work d ſo {trongly on her perplex*d'Thoughts, 
as to make 'her think ſhe ſaw him. She 
continued for ſome time in a Condition little 


different from Madneſs ; but when Reaſon 


had a little recovered its uſual Sway, a deadly 
Melancholy ſucceeded Paſſion ; and tho? ſhe 
bad frequent Letters from de  Amye, in which 
1 | he 
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he preſs d her to come to Flanders, ſhe cou'd 


not be ;prevail'd on, to repeat that Folly 
which had caus'd ſuch Misfortunes in the 


World, and which ſhe now accounted as a 


Crime unpardonable : But to. do all ſhe 
cou'd to expiate it, after putting her Child, 


which happen'd to be a Boy, under the 


Care of a Fryar, of whoſe Goodneſs and Piety 
ſhe was well aſſured, ſhe retir'd into a Con- 
went, where ſhe reſolv'd to paſs the Remain- 
der of her Days in Penitence. Her haughty 
Siſter all this while exulted in triumphant 
Vengeance ; but aiming {till at the Life of 
de P Amye, ſhe join'd her Intereſt, which was 
pretty conſiderable, with the Relations of the 
Sieur Bieſſang, the better to render fruitleſs 


all the Endeavours the unhappy Father cou'd 


make in his Son's behalf But, at laſt, 
notwithſtanding all the Efforts of Malice, he 
ſucceeded, a Pardon was ſign'd, and he call'd 
home : It would be needleſs to repeat the 
mutual 'Tranſports of the overjoy'd Father 
and Son at meeting; whoever will give them- 
{elves leiſure to think what they would feel 
in ſuch a Circumſtance, need not be in- 
form'd It had however been more pure, 
if not mix'd by the melancholy Refle&ion 
how much this Accident had impoveriſh'd 
their Fortune ; and by making ſo many Ene- 
mies, took from the young Gentleman all 
Hope of repairing it, as he once deſigned 
by getting a Place at Court : but being in- 
form'd of the Particulars of all that had been 
done in his Abſence, he reſolv'd at leaſt to 
gratity one Paſſion; and putting on a Coun- 

tenance 
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tenance as full of Gaiety as he cou'd, went 
to make a Viſit to her whom his Indifference 
had made his implacable Enemy, Madamoi- 
ſelle Douxmourie. The Surprize which ap- 
pear'd in the Face of the Servant who open d 
the Door to him, gave him a ſort of gloomy 
Satisfaction, not doubting but he ſhou'd cre- 
ate a much greater in the Lady he ſerv'd. 
He was not miſtaken in his Sentiments; ſhe 
no ſooner was told he enquir'd for her, than 
a cold Sweat came all o'er her Limbs; ſhe 
trembled like one in a Palſy, and not able to 
imagine what ſhou'd have occaſion'd his 
coming, was not without a Thought, that 
repenting his Contempt of her, he meant to 
nd entreat her Pardon, and perhaps endeavour 
14 to expiate his former Coldneſs by a Peclara-. 
[11.8 tion of Love. This was too agreeable a 
{10 | Belief for her to oppoſe it: For de Ame 
[1 having had the ſame Charms for her, as for © 
1 almoſt all her Sex beſides; and her Hatred 
nk having only been occaſion'd by his not loving 
"i her, ſuch a Suggeſtion gratified more than 
[0 one Paſſion in her: therefore, looking in her 
1 Glaſs, and ſetting herſelf in that Air which 
| ſhe thought would be moſt engaging, ſhe 
0 went down to receive him with a Pleaſure, 
which thoſe who knew the Violence with 
which ſhe had expreſs'd herſelf againſt 
li him, would ſcarcely have believed. But 
0 how was ſhe mortified, how much more 
FIR inſupportable was this ſecond Diſappoint- 
ment, than the firſt he had given her ; when 
i inſtead of accoſting her with humble Looks, 
[18 and Words all compos'd of Sweetneſs and 
| Perſuaſgon, 
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Perſuaſion, as ſhe expected, he offered her 
* but Inſults, and reproach'd her for 
her Inhumanity to a Siſter, who he told her 
was infinitely more deſerving than herſelf, in 
Terms ſo bitter, and ſo ſeverely juſt, that 
tho? ſhe cou'd ill endure to hear them, het 
ſecret Soul avowed what he alledg'd, and 
join'd to torture her. This Self-Condemna- 
tion abated great part of the Fury his firit 
Salutation had put her in, and at length, 
ſhe either was, or fancy'd herſelf to be, 
truly ſorry for what ſhe had done, and open- 
ing all her Boſom, made no Scruple of con- 
feſſing the Source of all the Miſchief. She 


confeſs'd it was not Pride for the Preference 


he gave her Siſter, which had alone ſtirr'd up 
her Reſentment, but that Love, jealous, diſ- 
appointed Love ! had at leaſt an equal Share 
in driving her to thoſe Extremes ſhe had been 
guilty of. — And at laſt fell ſo low as 
to tell him, that if he yet cou'd bring him- 
ſelf to return the Paſſion ſhe felt for him, ſhe 
would repair the Loſſes ſhe had occaſioned in 
his Fortune by giving him her own, and by 
publickly marrying him, teſtify to the whole 
World from what Original the Hatred ſhe 
had ſhewed to him had ſprung : Tis impoſ- 
ſible to deſeribe with what a Look de P Amye 
liſt' ned to this unexpected Offer; all that can 


be conceived of Scorn, Contempt, and Dete- 


ſtation, were to the Life diſplay d in his ex- 

preſſive Eyes but, as if they were not in» 

telligible enough = — Weak, vile Woman! 

{ſaid he) as mean-ſpirited as baſe ! Can you 

believe that I, who, when unknowing the 
5 ne 
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neſs of your Mind, could find no Charm about 
your Perſon worthy my Regard, can now de- 
ſcend to take a Wretch who wants but Op- 
portunity and the Temptation of the Devil 
to be a Witch ? —— No ——— did but 
one Thought agree ſhould J forga 
my Principles, renounce my Honour, and de- 
baſe my Nature but even ſo far cou'd 
J but heſitate, if for a ſordid Conſideration J 
ſhou'd take to my Arms ſo loathed a Crea- 
ture, I ſhou'd indeed be only fit for thee— 
but I too much deſpiſe thee to think what- 
ever thou canſt offer worth a Moment's ſe- 
rious Confideration — thou art now 
grown as much beneath my Reſentment, as 
thou art unworthy of my Pity. I cannot 
have the ſame Sentiments for you (reply'd ſbe, 
feercely, and running at him with a Penknife which 


ſhe happened to have in her Pocket) nor ſhalt 


thou live to triumph over both the Daughters 
of Douxmourie. 1 


SHE was very near plunging it into his 
Body, before he ſaw what it was ſhe had in 
her Hand; and had not a Chair, by catching 
hold of her Sleeve, a little retarded the Speed 
with which ſhe flew to him, he had inevita- 
bly fallen a Victim to her Fury; but eaſily 
diſarming her, when he perceived what ſhe 
was about, Wretch! (cry d he, if poſſible with an 
added Scorn to that with which he had before look d 


on ber) Fortune will no longer aſſiſt the Miſ- 


chiefs thou art form'd to execute. Thou 


haſt already done all to me thou ever can ſt 


have power to do, by depriving me of 2 
: 8 


e 


The Self- Alundon d. Gy 


Siſter, and foreing my unwilling Arm to rob 


the World of ſo accompliſh'd A Gentleman as 
the Sieur Bleſſanug. — I now deſpiſe what 
ever Efforts thy future Malice may make a- 
gainſt me — and leave thee an Object 
at once meanly deſpicable, - and tranſcendently 
wicked. With theſe Words he flung out of 
her Houſe, reſolved to hear no more, had 
ſhe attempted to ſpeak ; but the o'er-boiling' 
Paſſions of her Soul ſuffer d not themſelves to 
be diſcharg'd in Words, but riſing all at once, 
ſuffocated her, and ſhe was found by her 
Servants in a Swoon. 83 


J O repeat the many Stratagems ſhe af - 
terwards form'd for his Deſtruction, would 
be as tireſome as impertinent, ſince none of 
them for a long time met with Succeſs ; and 
ſhe had the inexpreſſible Mortification to fee 
him in a ſmall time married to a young Wi- 
dow vaſtly rich, part of whoſe Wealth paid 
off the Mortgages of the Eſtate which was 
to deſcend to him, and they lived together 
on the Remainder in a manner' more grand 
than ever he had done before. a 


BUT now the Time was come at once 
to prove how dangerous it 1s to have a watch- 
ful Enemy, tho' ne'er ſo known a one, and to 
make Laſſelia ſenſible how much ſhe had de- 
ceiv'd herſelf by falſe Reaſoning when the 
concluded that Errors, ſuch as ſhe was guilty 
of, were little taken notice of by Heaven. 
The implacable Douxmourie, out of humour 


with the World, which afforded her a Grati- 
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66 Lassi den 
ficatian neither of her Love nor Reſent ment, 
vas going into the Country to indulge a 
Diſcontent ſhe con'd not have ſo much lei- 
ſure to do at Paris, In the Road to the Place 
Me was going to, was that Inn in which, 
de I' Amye had plac d his beloy d Lafſelia, It 
was the effect of the other's IIl- fortune, that 
ſhe happened to bait there, and a ſittle more 
fatigued than ordinary, reſolved to go no 
farther that Day. Laſſelia, who while the 
Sun was up, ne er dared to peep abroad, uſed 
commonly to take the benefit of the Air in 
an ad jacent Field every Evening: She was in 
one of thoſe nocturnal Refreſhments when 
Madamoiſelle Douxmourie, who in leaving 
Paris, had not left her Diſquiets, weary of 
ſitting alone in her Chamber, and it being 
too early to go to bed, went to take a lit- 
tle Walk: accompany'd only by her Wo- 
man, whom ſhe had taken along with her. 
It was their Chance to go into that very 
Field; which being very near the Houſe, 
made it not unſafe for them to venture 
without any other Guard than their own 
Voices; which, if they were aſſaulted, might 
eaſily bring People to their Aſſiſtance. They 
had walk d but a little way in it, before they 
fancy d they ſtood in need of Protection; 
they heard a ruſtling among the Leaves on 
the other fide of the Hedge, and preſently 
after a muttering of Voices; they immedi- 
ately imagined there were Robbers near 
them, and preſently began to run back, 
crying all the way, Thieves, Thieves 
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The Self- Ahandan'd. 69. 
Help! Help! or we ſhall be murder'd in a 
Moment. There were immediately 20 Peo- 


ple about them from the Inn, and ſame little. 


they ran in hope 'of a certain Re ard. 
which had been allow'd to all who, had 


the good Fortune to take any of theſe. 


lawleſs Adventurers. Douxmourie was fo 


much out of breath with her Fright, that 


3” 


ſhe was obliged to reſt on her Woman's 
Arm, before ſhe cou'd go any farther ; 
and ſhe was not got into the Houle, 
when the Mob her Outcrys had rais'd, 
were returned : ſhe ſtopp'd a little to 
know their Succeſs— for Fear had 


magnify'd the Noiſe ſhe heard to ſuch a 


degree, that ſhe thought there were at leaſt 
a hundred of them that made it See, 
Madam (cry'd one of the Fellows) for what 
Cauſe you have been alarm'd there 
were no Thieves; you have only made 

interrupt a loving Couple but, 
however, ſince we have been at the 
pains of taking them, we'll e'en carry 
them before their Betters -— they 


ſhall give an account who they are, and 


what Buſineſs they had there, before we 
part with them. It was to no purpoſe 
that the Gentleman endeavour'd, by mild 

Arguments 


7 


70 LASSELIA: or, 
Arguments (for to have made uſe of 
Force, would have been Madneſs) to pre- 
vail on this rude Multitude, to let him, 
and the Perſon he had with him, Who 
was dying with her Fears, go about their 
buſineſs. They were obſtinately bent, and 
all his Eloquence was thrown away on 
them. Douxmourie was all the while they 
were talking, in the greateſt Conſterna- 
tion imaginable; ſhe fancy'd ſhe knew 
the Voice of him who had fallen into 
this Misfortune, but cou'd not recolle& 
Ve” or when ſhe had heard it before; 
and the Moon being pretty obſcure, and 
the Preſs of People who encompaſs'd him 
round, would not give her leave to ſee 
his Face, till being all come near the 
Inn, the People themſelves running out 
with Lights, ſhe immediately ſaw, to her 
inexpreſſible Surprize, as well as Joy, that 
it was the Object of her Hatred, Mon- 
fieur de F Amye, and with him a Woman 
of a very good Appearance, (for Laſſelia had 
long ago thrown off her Pilgrim's Habit) but 
that diſtracted Lady, willing to conceal 
herſelf as long as ſhe cou'd, holding a 
Handkerchief to her Eyes, took from the 
other the means of knowing her, which 
elſe ſhe muſt infallibly have done, hav- 
ing often ſeen her at Madam de Monteſ- 
pan's; but this ſhe was certain of, that 
it was not his Wife, by the difference of 
her Shape and Stature; Laſſelia being a 
great deal taller, and ſomething more 

ſlender 


The Self- Abandon'd. 71 f 
lender than Madamoiſelle de P Amye, whom 
before her Marriage ſhe had been intimate- 
ly acquainted with. # 


F E Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe 
Hh] were very much vex'd at this Accident, 
p- 1] not expecting any other, than that by this 
LH Diſcovery Monſieur de P Amy? wou'd be 
” oh oblig' d to carry his Miſtreſs and Genero- 
J ſity to ſome othe Place: but to bring them 
7 EM off as well as they cou'd, they told the 
" EN Rabble that they might diſperſe them- 
= ſelves, for they wou'd be anſwerable for 
the Character of thoſe Perſons, that the 
Lady was a near Relation of their own, 
and the Gentleman an Acquaintance who 


4 ſometimes call'd to ſee them Thus, 
ES with much ado, the Lovers at laſt had | 
3 their Liberty; but were extremely per- 
2 plex'd, leſt this Aﬀair ſhould ger Air. 
1 De F Amye cou'd not be certain that, a- 
75 mong ſuch a Number of People, there 


. 


were not ſome who might know him; 
but that was the ſmalleſt of their Vexa- 
tions, Laſſelia had till then been conceal'd 
with that caution, that not a Servant in 
the Houſe, bur one, whoſe Fidelity the 
Miſtreſs of it was ſecure of, knew there 
was any Woman lodg'd there, a Paſſage 
being made for her on purpoſe out cf her 
Chamber into the Fields; and ſhe never 
ſtirring but when it was dark, prevented [ 
her from being ſeen by any body. 41 


BUT 


„ Livonia: w 


BU'T it was now natural to ſuppoſe, 
that being found with him, and afterwards 
own'd as a Relation by the Inn-keeper, 
-would create Suſpicion enough in thoſe 
Tort of People, therefore they concluded 
that it would be wholly improper for her 
to continue there. But whither to remove WF 
her, he could not for his Soul contrive ; tho, T7 
had he known how dangerous an Enemy 5 
he had in the Houſe, and who had been 
both the Occaſion and Witneſs of the 
Buſtle which had happen'd, tis certain 
they would rather have choſe to have 
ſhelter'd themſelves that Night under the 
Boughs of ſome ſpreading Oak, than tar- 
Ty'd under the ſame Roof with her. But 
the malicious Douxmourie, to have the bet- 
| ter Opportunity of compleating the Miſ- 

chief ſhe intended; withdrew the moment 
ſhe had ſeen his Face; which, by the Ad- 
vantage of the Lights being brought be- 
hind her to the Place where they were, 

: ſhe cou'd eaſily do, before he cou'd, if 
the Diſtraction he was in would have gi- 
ven him leave, have perceiv'd her. 


KAN 
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SHE went preſently to her Chamber; 
but having ſeveral Servants with her, ſhe 
: order d them to watch about the Houſe, 
and bring her word of all the Motions of 
thoſe two Perſons: and being inform'd by 
the moſt diligent among them, that, for a N 
certainty, that Gentleman and Woman ex © 
both" 


4 2 54 7 
The: gelf- Abandonel. 73 
both of them there, ſhe pretended on a 
ſudden to be taken extremely ill, and that 
not expecting to live an Hour, ſhe muſt 
ſend for ſome Friends ſhe had in that 
Coutitry ; ſo ordering a Horſe to be gor 
ready, that Foetman who had brought her 
this Intelligence, having his Meſſage given 
him privately, was difpatch'd to the Houſe 
of Madam de V Ame, where he was to 
tell her, that he belong'd to a Gentle- 
man who had the greateſt Coneern imagi- 
nable fdr her ill Ufage ; and had ſent to 
inform her, that her Husband having an 
Intention wholly to abandon her in a ſhort 
time, of late had been very buſy in dif- 
== poſing of ſome Lands, which Meney he 
had made a Preſent tö à young Girl, 
whom he was ſo exceflive forid of, that 
he deſign'd to live with her as his Wife; 
and as a Proof of the Truth of all chis, 
ſhe might that Night find them toge- 
ther at ſuch an Inn But that, if 
ſhe requir'd this "Teſtimony, ſhe muſt 
not loſe this Opportunity, which probably 
might never offer again—— Madamoiſelle 
Douxmourie charg'd him, if poſſible, to fire 
her with a deſire of coming immediately, be- 
cauſe ſne was not ſure how long they might 
ſtay. It was ſcarce a quarter of an Hour's 
riding” to the Houſe of de Amye; and tel- 
ling the Servants he had Buſineſs of greater 
Conſequence than Life to impart to their 
Lady, ſhe order'd he ſhould be admitted, 
tho ſhe had on her Night-dreſs, and was 
preparing for bed The Fellew perform'd 
the Buſineſs he was ſent about with fo 
L much 


74 Laden i UV, 
much Art, that ſhe preſently aſſented to- 
the Propoſal of going that moment to de- 
tect her Husband, on whoſe Ingratitude 
| and Perfidiouſneſs ſhe. beſtow? d ten thou- 
ſand Curſes; but not thinking, it proper to 
-£0 alone,- eſpecially with this Man, who 
was altogether a Stranger to her, ſhe ſent 4 
to Monſieur de Valier, and rouz'd him and 
his Lady, deſiring they would come to her 
on an extraordinary OQccaſion— They 
obey d her Summons, and were there by 
the time her Coach was got ready, which 
they all went into, -accompany'd on each 
ade by Madamoiſelle, Douxmouries Man, 
two of Valier 6, and one of her own, all on 
Horſeback As they went along, ſhe told 
them on what account ſhe had entreated 
the fayour of their Company: and they 
both took the liberty of aſſuring her, that 
had they been of her Counſel beforehand, 
they ſhould have perſuaded her againſt it; 
becauſe in ſuch Caſes, Extremes are often 
fatal to the Peace of both, and that it was 
better ſometimes to appear blind, than too 5 
quick-ſighted : But Jealouſy is not of a na- 
ture to endure Controul, ſhe was reſolv'd to 
have the pleaſure of upbraiding, and bid 
the Coachman drive as faſt as poſſible. 
They got to the Inn about three in the 
Morning, when all the Family were drown'd 
in Sleep, except Madamoiſelle Douxmourie, 
and thoſe that ſat up to attend her, and 1 55 
open the Door to thoſe Friends ſhe told 
them ſhe had ſent for. | 
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The Self-Abandor'd. W 


I E R Servant, who had the Conduct of 
the whole Affair, brought them up into his 
Lady's Chamber, where Madam de  Amye 
was not a little ſurpriz'd to find to whom 
itt was ſhe ow'd the Diſcovery ſhe was a- 
I bout to make; and poſſibly, in ſpite of 
ber own jealous Rage, wou'd rather have | 

© ſeem'd to have disbeliev'd all ſhe heard, 
than gratify the Malice of this Woman, 
who ſhe: knew had the greateſt Hatred 
imaginable to her Husband, Douxmourie, 
perhaps, gueſſing at her Sentiments, as ſoon 
as ſhe had put every body out of the Room 
belonging to the Houſe, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 

I forbore to let you know I was the Per- 

EX ſon who, by the greateſt Chance in the 8 
World, have this Opportunity of convin- 
= cing you of the Perfidy of your Husband; 
becauſe the open Enmity I have always 
RX profeſs'd for him, might have made you 
= ſuſpect there was more of Spleen, than Juſ-/ 
F tice in hat I had told you: but as you are 
now in the ſame Houſe, and on the ſame; 
XZ Floor with him, and the Perſon he prefers: 
EX to you, I doubt not but before you leave it, 
= you will fatisfy yourſelf what 'tis he merits 

== from you All, and more, cry'd ſhe, than 
my Reſentment can inflict, and if it be as 
your Meſſenger inform'd me, by all that's 
ſacred T'll-—— She was going to make ſome 
raſh Proteſtation, when Monſieur de Valiet 
ſtopp'd her Mouth; Hold, Madam! inter- 
rupted he, I muſt not ſuffer you to give way 
to Paſſion, till you are aſcertain'd you have 
cauſe for it— Anger ſometimes blinds the 
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Reaſon ; ME as Fs Lady « avows her Hate 
to Monſieur de Amye, tis not impoſſible but 
that ſhe may have been miſtaken, and has 
been led to credit ſomething more than the 
Truth of him ſhe is willing ſhould be found 
guilty: This hinder'd the enrag'd Wife 
rom ſaying any more, till Madamoiſelle 
Douxmonriz recounting the manner by which 
the had made the Diſcovery; which ſhe il- 
luſtrated with abundance of aggravating 
Circumſtances, made her relapſe into her 
former F ury She was then for breaking 
open the Door upon them; tearing them to 
pieces, expoſing them to the whole World, 
ſcem'd too little to ſatisfy the Wrong 
She vented the Paſſion ſhe was in with ſo 
much Vehemence, that ſhe who had rais'd 
it, endeavour d to abate it Madam, ſaid 
foe, tis not impoſſible, but in ſuch a Houſe 
as this, there may be Back-ways; Which, 
it there be, this ſhametul Pair are, doubt- 
leſs, but too well . acquainted with ; and 
Mould your Voice diſcover you are here, 
or any force be uſed to get Entrance, be- 
fore that can be done, they may perhaps 
eſcape, and diſappoint our Aim l, there- 
fore, wou d adviſe you to be patient till the 
Morning, which now 1s near at hand; and 
when either of them opens the Door, which 
one of my Servants ſhall diligently guard, we 
will all be ready to ruſh in upon them 
This Method of proceeding receiv'd a ge- 
neral Approbation; and Madam de  Amye 
did all ſhe cou'd to ſuppreſs the Violence of 
her Indignation at preſent, that it might fall 
more 3 on the Perſons who had caus'd 
it 3 3 


* 


it 3 for ſhe xeſolv'd in her own Mind neyer 
to forgive, or live with her Husband more. 


- 


THE Lovers, Who had paſs'd their 
Time in as great, tho' different Anxieties, 
having at laſt fix d on a Place to go to, 
thought it moſt proper to leave that they 

were in, before Day-break ; and a:cordingly 
| Mounſieur de ] Ame roſe, and opening the 
Door to call the Hoſtler to get his Horſe 
ready, was ſurpriz d to find himſelf, as 
he was ſtepping back into the Chamber, 


Who follow'd him: The Candles they 
had in their Hands, immediately inform'd 
him who they were. As confus'd as he 
was, he had Preſence enough of Mind to 
run towards the Bed, where he thought 
to defend his dear Laſſelia from their 
View, or die to expiate the Diſgrace ſhe 
muſt ſuffer for his ſake ; but that unfor- 
tunate Lady, hearing a Noiſe, had rais'd 
herſelf in her bed A. what 'twas : which 
when ſhe did, Surprize, and Shame, and 
Fear, took away. her Senſes ſo far, as to 
deprive her of any Thought in what man- 
ner ſhe ſhou'd conceal herſelf ; and far ſtill, 
ſtupid and motionleſs, expos'd to every 
body in the Room Tis hard to ſay whe- 
ther the Fury of Madam de PAmye, or the 
Wonder that ſhe and all her Companions 


were in, was greateſt, when they found it 


was Laſſelia with whom he had tranſgreſs'd 
nor cou'd either of them ſurpaſs that 
which de I Amye felt, to ſee Douxmourie with 
them: He no longer doubted by whom he 

had 


: The Self. Alandon d Ti 


puſh'd violently in by a ruſh of People - 
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had been betray'd, and not anſwering the 
Invectives which his Wife pour'd out upon 
him, he utter'd as many againſt that He- 
Devil, for that was the only Name he vouch- 
ſafed to call her by. While all were in this 
Confuſion, Madamoiſelle de Valier, having 
a little recover'd that Confuſion the ſight 
of Laſſelia had occafion'd, having a tender 
Friendſhip for her, went towards the Bed 
with a deſign to have ſpoke to her, when 
the undone Fair, juſt then waking, as it 
were, from that Abſence of Mind ſhe had 
been in, into a Senſe of the Shame to which 
ſhe was expos'd, ſtarting ſuddenly from the 
Poſture ſhe had been in, and catching Mon- 
ſieur de I Amye's Sword, which lay on a Ta- : 
ble by the bed- ſide, was about to end her 25 
Life, and the Infamy that attended it: it 
was the good fortune of that ſincere Friend 
to prevent this Act of Deſperation from be- 5 
ing accompliſh'd ; but the Attempt put the 


1 whole Company into ſo great a Conſterna- 5 
| ih tion, as was of excellent Service tothe filenc- | 
Wil ing their Clamours. De Ame, tho* he was F 
15 ready to fly into his Charmer's Arms, and 

„ chaſe away her Deſpair by a thouſand ſoft 

Wilts Endearments, yet he ow'd too much to his 


Wife, to give her ſo provoking an Inſtance 


0 before her Face, that ſhe was but the ſe- 
6 cond in his Eſteem but the Pain he endu- 
1 red in this Reſtraint, took from him all In- 
1 | dlination to continue his Reproaches to 
1 Madamoiſelle Douxmourie ; and he ſtood 
1 | ſpeechleſs, and ſeem'd loſt in Thought, as 
did his Wife; who, tho' extremely fiery 


and paſſionate, had a great deal of Good- 
Nature, 
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Nature, and ſo manifeſt a Proof of her Ri- 
val's Penitence and Deſpair, wrought on 
her ſo far, as to engage her Pity— and ſhe 
thought, if that wou'd- make her eaſy, ſhe 
cou'd forgive the Wrong ſhe had done her, 
provided ſhe wou'd never more repeat it. 
Monſieur de Valier, who had watch'd the 
Abatement of her Rage, perceiving her 
Looks were very much ſoftened, beg'd her 
to withdraw with him a Moment into ano- 
ther Room; to which ſhe having conſented, 


he laid ſo many Arguments before her, how 


infinitely better it would be to huſh up this 
Affair, than to make herſelf and Husband, 
as well as the Perſon who had injur'd her, 
the Chat of the whole Country; that ſhe 


at laſt conſented, on condition ſhe wou'd 


immediately retire into a Monaſtery, thereby 
to put it out even of her own power to wrong 
her more Having obtain'd thus much from 
her, he endeavour'd to bring de I Amye to 
_ conſent ; and was labouring a long time be- 
fore he cou'd prevail on him but to promiſe 
an eternal Separation: but the Remon- 
{trance the other made him, how he was 
indebted to his Wife for almoſt every thing 
he was poſleſs'd of ; her Love, her Faithful- 
neſs to him, her Good-nature, her conde- 
ſcending Temper, making an - Allowance 
for that one Foible, Jealouſy, won ſo far on 
his Gratitude, join'd to the Reflection, how 
impoſſible it wou'd be for him to keep the 
poſſeſſion of Laſſelia; believing, not without 
Reaſon, that if the Diſcovery of what had 


happen'd, ſhou'd reach the Ear of Madam 


de Monteſpan, as in all probability it wou'd, 
ſhe 


Fg 
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ſhe vides take effectual Meaſures to pre- 
vent his coming near her: all this put to- 

gether, oblig d him to an unwilling yielding 
to what was propos'd. While Monſieur de 
Valier was thus employ 'd with the Wife and 
Husbatrd, his Lady, who had taken the 


Hint privately y from him, was no leſs buſy 


with Laſſelia; ſhe had à double Task to re- 


concile that diſtreſs'd Lady at once to the 


Thoughts of Life, and quitting the Conver- 
kation of her beloved de / Ame; but the 
Power her experiene'd Friendſhip had given 
her over lier, enforcing the ſtrong Reaſons 


the made uſe of, in a little time work'd 


their defired Effect, and this Affair ended 
vaſtly different from what the beginning 
promis d. The malicious Douxmotrie, was 
the only Perſon vex'd at it as for de P Ame, 
tho' he never ceas d to think of Laſelia with 

a Tenderneſs which cou'd not but be at- 
Hem with ſome melancholy Reflections; 
yet the Temper of his Wife, e after this, 
took double Care to make herſelf agreeable 
to him, by degrees, made him grow more 
chearful. Laſſelia, who, as ſhe had promis d, 
went directly to a Convent, ſtrengthen*d by 
the good Advice of Madameiſelle de Valier, 
who frequently viſited her, and the religi- 
ous Converſation of the holy Maids fhe 
was among, in time was wean'd from thoſe 
ſenſual Delights ſhe had before too much 
indulg'd herſelf in, and became an Example 
of Piety even to _ who never had 
ſwerv d from it. 7. PE 
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NOVELS, &c. writ by Mrs. Eliza Haywood. 


OVE in Exceſs, or the Fatal Enquiry ; 
a Novel. In Three Parts. 'The Fourth 


Edition, Corrected. 


2. The Britiſh Recluſe; or the Secret Hiſ- 
tory of Cleomira, ſuppos'd dead: A Novel. 
The Second Edition. 


3. The Injured Husband; or the Miſtaken 
Reſentment: : A Novel. The Second Edition. 


4 alia: or, the Daa uber Miſtreſs. A 
Novel. In Three Parts. The Second Edition. 


5. Letters from a Lady of Quality to a Che- 
valier. 'Tranſlated from the French. 'To which 
is added, A Diſcourſe concerning Writings of 


this Nature, by way of Eſſay. The Second 


Edition. 


6. A Wife to be Lett. A Comedy. As it 
is Acted at the Theatre-Royal in — 


7. Laſſelia : or, The Self- Abenden. A 
Novel. 'The Second Edition. 
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THE 


OR, THE 


Untimely Di ſcovery. 


A 


In Two PARTS. 


RASH RESOLVE: 


NOVEL 


— 


By Mrs. ELIZ A Harwood. 


* . 


— 


Woman is ſoft, and of a tender Heart, 

Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart 
Man has a Breaſt robuſt, and more ſecure ; 
It wounds him not ſo deep, nor hits ſo ſure. 


—_— — — )—ͤê—œà“x!-! 


Congreve. 


The Second Edition. 


— 


Lo DD 


Printed for D. Bxowns jun. at the Black- Swan, 


Angel in Pall- Mall. 1724. 


without Temple-Bar; and S. Charman, at the 


* 
n * 1 w "Das ITY, Gr 


_—_ . ns T4; 
1 Ko 


8 — 


* 


DR 3 8 = 


n 
3 Cas Te 


* 


* *. 2 
7 * 


— 


— — 


— — . —— Ä—ͤ—. 


. 


RR OE EE NIE 


— 2 — nn l 


—— — U— 


—— — po 


— 


— — 


, * 


iv + 


——— r 
rr 


* 


ä ˙*—» ILL IEG: 


— — 


WO Ar —— ——ů da eas 


— 
— 2 


” 


7 
< 


. 8 

— <2 

E::jß; TIEREE YC - oonSgy 
. SO, CR ES 


R 


— CS NE IC > 


. 
« 
1 
£ 
L 


«Mi! 


. 
E * W 2 7 


_ — — * 


The Right Honourable 
THE 
Lady R U 


& 


May it Pleaſe your LAbyshie, 


| HOSE- who are ac- 
quainted but with 
4 Part of thoſe ſhining 
5 Qualities which make 
7 acter of 
Voir Lac 1 


only as a ad- 
mirable de Senſe, and - moſt 
diſcerning Judgment in « 

y 'orld ; 


vi DEDICATION. 
World; will, perhaps, be aſto- 


niſh'd at my Preſumption in 


throwing at your Feet a Trifle ſo 
little capable of meriting your 
Regard : But thoſe who are WG. 
pily admitted to a nearer View, 
and have ſhard the Effects of 
your condeſcending Sweetneſs of 


Diſpoſition, will eaſily forgive me 


when they remember, that the 


Teſs worthy is the Offering, the 
reater Goodneſs is requiſite for 
the Acceptation. Jo. 
BUT this Reaſon (tho' cet- 
tainly a very material one) is not 
the only one which induc'd me 
to intreat your Ladyſhip's Pro- 
tection. . Flattery is a Vice 
ſo much in Faſhion, and, I am 
ſorry to ſay, ſo much encouraged, 
that there is nothing more ß 
cult than to find a Patron who 


* 


not expects, nor would be | 


Pleaſed with it: Where then 
8 ſhould 


5 * o = 7 de * 7 4 5 5 5 3: 
4 : 4 . 0 2 8 wn BIS 2 2 „% n. TL rr 3s ae te „ #5 r we As cles x > RD N re I * 
1 . 852 Ne 2, TG ESI GO HIT c Tf. Fad - n r N ee = = F S Ea elit 7. Ve 8 Hae.” 7 . dA * 2 7 8 
7 N i 3 . a 5 9 r » 5 y 8 - gl Boks * 6 — > * 4 = 1 8 L N . I r We \ A a b 
o 8 va 3 : - : . Y "* * : Fu Nu Ys KL A ? r > 5 * . — * 2 EM yg on. . = 4, 2 hg 
: 8 8 g Z ben As bt : 4 8 - 5 , 57 20 2 2 gs 
L — 5 A n I — : 3 2 N 
&- 4 b * 7 8 8 . — . * l oath; 9 * * R 4 0 3 N 4 
1 : 1 . ; : l . - \ . 2 £ - th 7 F . 
* 8 - 8 Ln — * , 1 : 2 - - 7 * 4 2 is * 4 2 * * 2 % OO - * + wt a : N 
7 1 a » & * . * 1 4 4 * 5 " 4 I — g "A 5 * « - * . + \ . «7 8 * - < - 7 
ae h oF: « * he 8 * + l T8 1 * * 5 * r . 4 Fad n pd 7 as FE * 7 r OL. ip "* * 1 - _ Ie * 5 
95 1 „ Yo . . "> N 8 i! 'L 1 : \ N W 2 b 5 n 1 c * 3 JT ok Ry * e . 
„ R . 4 - — > : : b SR SY 4 . * 1 i” 4% 8 17 5 a l l ; 2 — 4 © . 3 how 1-2. LE LY 1 


DEDICATION. vii 


mould a Perſon, by Nature a- 
ſo and by Precept taught to. 
hun it, make an Addreſs of this 
Nature, but to a Lady whoſe 
Laeken, ſtrike all Encomiums 
dum, becauſe they cannot reach 


her Worth? a a whoſe 
Chamer is o juſtly eſtabliſh'd 
for all thoſe Graces both of 
ind and Body, which can be 
an Ornament to our Sex, that 
it would be as needleſs as vain 
to attempt a Repetition, of 
9 chem 1 You, Madam! are 
| 4 poſſeſsd of Charms which the 
| Soul only can deſcribe ! — tis 
not in Words to ſpeak them — 
| We all admire the. Diamond's 
+ parkling Luſtre ; but tho' we 
i never ſo long on the thou- 
ſand differing cofourd Rays it 
caſts, no Artiſt yer . had ever 
| Skill to paint the n of 
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vii DEDICATION 
T O the Motives already men- 
tioned, I cannot forbear adding 
the Confeſſion of anothet, that 
of indulging my Pride in teſti- 
Ping to the World the Honour 
receive in your vouchſafing to 

read the Products of a Genius, 
which, wanting the Improve- 
ments of a learned Education, 
pretends no farther Merit, than 


an Aim to pleaſe. My Ambition 


is in this, by your © Ladyſhips | 


excelling Goodneſs, ;— ner 1 
e and it is this which 
charms me into a grateful Ac- 
Eknowledgment. N 
ALL that I have to offer in 


1 


Defence of the following little 
Hiſtory, is, That there is ſomerhing 
ſo very particular and uncommon 
in the Misfortunes of her who is 
the Subject of it, that I think 
cannot fail of exciting Com- 


paſlion in a generous Mind : and 


DEDICATION ix 
how blameable ſoever her Con- 
duct may appear, in one Affair, 
the Train of Woes it drew on 
her, prevail to ſoften the Seyerity 
of Cenſure. But I . will not 
attempt any thing in her Vindi. 
cation, let her own unequall'd 
= Sufferings plead for her: I am 
== confident, were the Farr Unfortu- 
nate ſtill living, She would as 
== readily ſubmit her Fate to the 


FX Determination of fo ſweet 4 


Fudge, as I do my weak Endea- 


7 vours to repreſent it. I am, 


M a Da M, 
With the 7710 /t profound Reſpect, 
Tour Ladyſhip's EY nr 
Entirely Devoted 
moſt Faithful and = 
moſt Obedient Servant, 


ELIZ A Haywoop, 


] 
| 
| 
| 


(Ai) 


Nbere ſeeming Tranſport ſoftens ev'ry Pain, 
Where fancy d Freedom waits the winning Chain 
Vary ng from Pangs to vi ſionary Joys, 
Sweet is the Fate, and charms, as it deſtroyr! 
Say then. Love to ſudden Rage, gives way, 
Mill the ſoft Paſſion. not reſume its Sway? © 
Charming, and charm d, can Love from Love 
retire? . . 
Can u cold Convent quench th unwilling Fire? 
Precept, f human, may our Thoughts refine, 
More, ue admire !. but cannot prove divine. 
r | 1 
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THE 


RASH RESOLVE: 


NE O R, . 
The Untimely Diſcovery. 


bd 


„PART J. . 
6 


O' nothing is more laudable than 
Ja Firmneſs of Reſolution, yet there 
is no one thing more apt to bring 
us into Misfortunes, than too in- 
conſi derately to form them: Whoe- 
ver fixes a Determination to do, or leave undone 
any Action of Importance, ought to adviſe with 
Time, and deliberately weigh not only all ap- 
parent Obſtacles, but alſo all that may poſſibly 
ariſe either to thwart the preſent Intention, or 
obligate Repentance if compleated. If the moſt 
lively and penetrating Wit that ever was known, 

a 


ö 
ö 
; 
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2 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
aWiſdom wonderful in Youth, a Depth of Learn- 


ing which ſcarce anyof the Fair Sex could boaſt, 
an elevated Genius, and Sublimity of T hought, 


a Soul compoſed of Honour, Courage, Grati- 


tude, Generoſity, Fortitude, and all thoſe Virtues 


which wear the Name of Manly, joined with 


Tenderneſs, Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and e- 
very Grace with which the ſofter Specie attracts, 
and charms, could render the Perſon poſſeſs'd of 
them happy, the lovely Subject of the follow- 
ing Sheets had been as remarkable for her good 
Fortune, as the ill Influence of her Stars have 
made her for the contrary. 


EMANUEL L A, fo ſhe was call'd, was 


born in Porto-Rico, one of thoſe Iſlands belonging 
to the Spaniſh Mit- Indies, the Government of 
which had been given to her Father, Don Alvarez, 
by his moſt Catholick Majeſty. She had the miſ- 
fortune to loſe her Mother very young, but not- 
withſtanding that, and the Diſadvantage of be- 
ing educated in a Place which could boaſt of 
but little Politeneſs, the Care and Tenderneſs 
of Alvarez, whoſe only Child ſhe was, ſuffici- 
ently compenſated for all other Wants: Per- 
6 Mir her of an uncommon Aptitude for Learn- 
g, he ſent for the beſt Maſters to inſtruct her 
in the Latin, French, and Italian Tongues, in 
which ſhe became ſo perfect in a little time, 
as alſo in Muſick, Dancing, Singing and Paint- 
ing, that it was hard to ſay in which ſhe moſt 


excell'd: All the Muſes“ all the Virtues ! all the 


Graces ! ſeend aſſembled in her Soul, and in- 
ſpir'd her Converſation with ſuch different Ways 
of charming, that what kind ſoever the Heart 


was molt affected with, one might be ſure to 
find 
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find it there: As to the Beauties of her Perſon, 
tho? few of the moſt celebrated ones could boaſt 
of more, yet they were ſo far exceeded by thoſe 
of the interior Part, that I ſhall only fay the 
Brightneſs of her Mind ſhone in her Eyes, enli- 
ven'd all her Air, and whether ſhe ſpoke, or 
look'd, or mov'd, an awe-mix'd Sweetnels 
ſpread it ſelf around her, at once ſurprizing, 
pleaſing and commanding. 


ADORN' D with all theſe. ſhining'Qua- 


lifications, *tis eaſy to believe how dear 
ſhe was to her Father ; but alas ! it was not 
many years after ſhe was capable of knowing 
how happy ſhe was, before ſhe loſt it ; the good 
Alvarez died when ſhe was about Fifteen, and it 
was from that faral Moment ſhe might date the 
beginning of that Series of continued Woe, 
which to the end of her Life attended her. Not 
but ſhe was left in a Circumſtance, which, if 
Wealth could bribe ill Fate, was ſufficient to 
ſhield her from all the Vexations of Life ; but 
where a Perſon is deſtin'd to Misfortunes, that 
which to others would prove a Bleſſing, is to them 
aCurſe ; theRiches ſhe was poſleſs'd of, ſerv'd but 


to attract a Number of pretended Friends, but in 


reality only fo to themſelves, and the open, noble 
Frankneſs of her Diſpoſition to lay her liable to 
their Inſinuations. She was fo entirely free from 
all Deceit, and Artifice herſelf, that till a too 
dear Experience convinced her, it was very dif- 
ficult tor her to entertain a Belief there was ſuch 
Baſeneſs in the World. 

B U T to go on gradually with the little 
Hiſtory I am about to make, the time of Mourn- 
ing for Alvarez, was no ſooner expired, than ſhe 


began to have a paſſionate Deſire to leave the 
B 2 Place 
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4 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
Place ſhe was in; the Delicacy of her Taſte, 
Joined to the Improvements of her Education, 
made her uneaſy to continue where ſhe could 
find nothing like herſelf to converſe with. Be- 
ſides, ſhe had many Relations at Madrid, and did 
not doubt but in ſo populous a City, ſhe ſhould 
meet with Entertainments ſuitable to her Ge- 
nius. But how great was her Vexation, when 
having prepared every thing for her Departure, 
ſhe met with an Obſtacle entirely unforeſeen ? 
Don Pedro, who by her Father's Will, and her 
own Conſent was made her Guardian, having 
the vaſt Fortune lefr her in his Poſſeſſion, could 
not think of parting with it ſo eaſily ; he had 
a Son, whom ever ſince the Death of Alvarez, 
he had been caſting about how to ingratiate to 
the Affections of this young Heireſs: He had 
indeed never hinted any ſuch matter to her as 
yet; nor had the intended Lover made the leaſt 


Declaration of a Paſſion, but it was only becauſe 


the one thought it early enough, and that there 
being none of a ſuperior Fortune in the Place, 
there was little danger of the Offer being refu- 
ſed whenever it ſhould be made; and the Silence 
of the other proceeded from a juſt Senſibility 
of his own Demerits, and a true Reſpect for the 
engaging Emanuella: for he had ſo little to re- 


commend him in his Perſon, that had his Soul 
been poſleſs'd of no greater Beauties, he would 


have been but little regarded by all that knew 
him. His Stature was very diminutive, his Limbs 


unhappily fram'd, his Face caſt in a Mould fo 


rough, Whoever look'd on it, would have 


believed that Nature was abſent at his Forma- 


tion, and left the work to Chance; his very 
Voice was diſagreeable, and his . Ac- 
Ee cents 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 5 
cents diſgrac'd the Meaning he endeavour'd to 
expreſs. But in this unlovely Our-fide, there 
was a Jewel lock'd, whole Worth made full 
amends for all his other Wants: He had ex- 
cellent Senſe, Honour, Good-Nature, Genero- 
ſity, and a thouſand other Virtues better de- 
ſcribed by his own Actions, than by the Pen of 
any Writer; but had he been poſſe!s'd of more 
good Qualities than ever Man pretended to, it 
could not be expected that with theſe interior 
Charms alone, a Lady ſo young and beautitul, 
as Emanuella, could be influenced. She was 
indeed too good a judge of Wit herſelf, not to 
admire it in another; ſhe acknowledged Don 
Marco's, (for that was his Name) and would 
4 often, notwithſtanding the Misfortune of his ill 
of manner of Delivery, take Pleaſure in hearing 
'&1 his Notions of things. She approv'd of his Con- 
5 verſation, aud had a very great Friendſhip for 
5 him, till the Knowledge of his, or rather his 
1 Father's Deſigns, reverſed thoſe favourable 
. Thoughts, and turn'd her all into Diſdain. 

774 BEING reſolv'd to leave the Iſland with the 
1 firſt Ship, ſhe ſeat for Don Pedro, to adviſe with 
[ him on the ordering her Affairs; ſhe could not b 
think it ſafe or practicable to take her whole 4 
$7 Effects with her, and therefore thought it pro- ; 
54 per to ſettle a Correſpondence how they might | 
be ſent after her, and in what hands truſted. . 
Don Pedro, who before had heard of her De- 1 
ſign, thought it now high time to diſcover the 
Secret he ſo long had kept ; and making her a 
low Bow, Ir 1s eaſy, Madam, ſaid he, for us to 
contrive means to ſend your Fortune either to 
Madrid, or any other Place you ſhall command, 
but it Will not be ſo eaſy to bring us to con- 
. | ſent” 


ey > . ; 
2 N 8 3 * hae, 2 * * n 
. Om i 


e 
Os CARIES”, 
. 1 5 
— 3 
* CE nant] by 
„ 


6 The Raſh Reſolve : or, 


ſent to the parting with your ſelf. -—- You 
here receiv'd your Being; — here your Educa- 
tion; are a Native — a Property of this Place; 
and when you attempt to deprive us of that 
Right we claim of your Preſence, the whole 
Ifland would riſe in Arms ; nor ought you to 
wonder if in ſo juſt a Cauſe I ſhould appear their 
Head, and force your Stay, if ſoft Perſuaſion 
fails. The old Gentleman was ſo little accuſ- 
tomed to Gallantry, that Emanuella could not 
help laughing at theſe Words, which ſhe had 
not the leaſt Thought were ſpoke with any o- 
ther Deſign ; and perceiving he had done, Well 
well, Don Pedro! return'd ſhe, I do not doubt 
but in ſuch a Cauſe as this I ſhould be able to 
make my party good againſt the Iſlanders, even 
tho' you ſhould appear their Head, as you 
threaten ; but to ſhew you that I am not for 
War, if Peace may be maintain'd on honourable 
Terms, pray what have you to offer me here in 
lieu of thoſe Advantages I may expect elſe- 
where? That (reply'd the other haſtily) which if 
duly weigh'd, is of more Eſtimation than the 
whole World beſide ; a Love accompanied by 
Sincerity, Conſtancy, and Truth, —- a Paſſion 
pure as the Zeal which warms the Martyr's 


| Breaſt, and everlaſting as his Reward. All this 


was ſo far from giving her any Nation of his 
Intention, that ſhe had no other Surprize than 
to find him in a Diſpoſition ſo different from 
his former Gravity; and believing he aſſum'd 


this Air of Raillery only to divert her, would 


not baulk his Good-Humour, but return'd an 


Anſx er ſuch as ſhe thought ſuitable to the Oc- 


caſion: It you were in a Condition (ſaid ſhe mer- 
zily) 1 ſhould be half in hope it was of your 
Heart 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 7 
Heart I had made fo great a Conqueſt; but as 
you are not yet, nor like to be a Widower, I 
muſt entreat you to inform me who it 1s has felt 
the Effects of a Power I never had any Reaſon 
to have an Opinion of till now. Alas, Madam! 
(reſumed the Don) it would ill become the Au- 
tumn of my Age to attempt to pleaſe'the de- 
lightful Bloom of yours. — No, no, I would 
not thus affront your Beauty. — Bur I have a 
Son whoſe Years will not diſgrace the Paſſion 
he profefles. — Nor will his Suit, I hope, be 
unworthy your Regard. Theſe Words were 
like a Clap of Thunder to Emanuella's Ears: the 
manner in which they were ſpoke joined to a 

thouſand little Paſſages, which when they hap- 
pened, were unheeded, but now all at once 
occur'd to her Remembrance, made her indeed 
believe he meant what he ſaid: But not yet 
fully aſſured, And are you in earneſt ? cry'd ſhe, 
(with a Voice which teſtified both her Amaze- 
ment and Indignation.) But he, whoſe Pride 
would not permit him to be eaſily quell'd, was 
ſo far from excuſing the Preſumption of his 
Application, that he rather reſented the little 
Deterence ſhe paid him. I know not, reſumed 
he, for what Reaſon you ſhould make a doubt 
of it; there is not ſo great a Diſparity either in 
Birth or Fortune, to oblige you to think it ſtrange 
I ſhould offer at an Alliance. You will 
leave me to be Judge of that (anſwer*d ſhe, grow- 
ing ſtill more diſturb d) but 1 deſire not a Re- 
petition of Genealogies, or a Calculation how 
many Thouſands either of us are pofleſs'd of; tis 
fufficient I am not ignorant What is in your 
hands of mine, which I ſhall call for in, as ſoon 
as I have conſider'd of a Perſon proper to be 

| intruſted 


8 The Raſh Reſolve : Or, 
intruſted in fuch an Affair. She ſpoke no more 
at that time, but continued, walking up and 
down the Room, by her ourward Diſorders 
making viſible. the inward Agitations of her 
Soul: Don Pedro, who had as much Cunning 
as Pride, obſerv'd every Motion, and believing 
he had gone too far, endeavour” d to mitigate 
che Boldneſs of his firſt Expreſſions, by pleading 
his Concern for the Weltare of an only Son, who 
could not live without her. But all he could 
ſay to this purpoſe, was ineffectual to abate the 
Indignation ſhe had conceiv'd ar fo diſpropor- 
tionable a Propoſal, and the more he endeavour'd 
at it, the more ſhe grew incenſed ; till at laſt 
weary of his Importunities, ſhe deſir'd him to 
leave her Houſe, and to prepare to make up his 
Accompts with her by the next day; ſtill aſſu- 
ring him ſhe was determined to take ſhipping 
by "the firſt Opportunity. The Chagreen this 
Accident gave her, was very great; ſhe was 
difappointed in the Hope of maintaining a friend- 
ly Correſpondence with a Man who had the Pow- 
er of being very ſerviceable to her in thoſe Af- 
fairs which ſhe was inexperienced in, and which 
her Soul, delighting in ſublimer Contemplations, 
was unwilling to be amus'd in. Young as ſhe 
was, ſhe had a very good guels at the Language 


of the Eyes, and eaſily tound by his, that ſhe 


mult expect no Obligations from him, ' unleſs ſhe 
could conſent to come into his Meaſures, than 
Which nothing could be more averſe to her In- 
clinations, and conſequently to her Deſigns; for 
ſhe was not of a Diſpoſition to reſolve on the 
one, without having firſt conſulted the other: 
But tho' ſhe foreſaw many little Vexations 


would attend this Quarrel with her Guardian, 
yet 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 9 
yet ſhe was far from having any Suſpicion, he 
had Baſeneſs enough in his Nature to act in the 
manner he was already forming, and ſhe ſoon 
after experienc'd. „„ 

THIS ſordid-temper'd Wretch always look'd 
on every thing as his own that once he had the 
Poſſeſſion of; and to think of parting with ſo 
much Money as the miſtaken good Opinion of 
Alvarez had entruſted him with, was ſuch a 
Dagger to his Heart, that he had reſolv'd ra- 
ther to have Recourſe to any Meaſures, than to 
endure it : He therefore contrived a Scheme, 
which by the Vileneſs, as well as Cunning of 
it, one would think could only be ſuggeſted by 
the Devil himſelf ; he pretended that the late 
Governor, to maintain himſelf in a Grandeur far 
beyond what either his Poſt or Paternal Eſtate 
would allow, had at ſeveral times borrowed 
vaſt Sums of Money of him, ſome of which had - 
been repaid, and for the Security of the remain- 
ing Part, had made over his Jewels, Plate, f 
Houſhold-Goods, and all other Moveables to | 1 
him, and ſent Officers to ſeize immediately on = 
every thing. It was to no purpoſe that Ema- 3 
nuella, ſurpriz'd as ſhe was, had Preſence of | 
Mind to argue on this ſcore more like a Perſon | 
whom many Years Experience had made perte& ; 
in the Law, than a young Virgin, who till th's 
Hour ne'er knew what *rwas to hear a Word 
which had the ſound of Buſineſs. — But in 
vain it was, that ſhe repreſented the Illegality 
of the Action, that ſhe might juſtly ſue them 
for a Robbery, there being nothing really due to 
Don Pedro, or if there had, he could not juſtify 
the ſeizing on her Goods without a long Proceſs, 
and a Warrant proper for that End; they told 

0 her 


bi 


10 The Raſh Reſokue': or, 
her their Buſineſs was not to examine into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, Don Pedro muſt look to 
that; they had an Order for what they did, 
and if ſhe thought herſelf injur'd, ſhe. muſt 
make Appeal elſewhere.” Theſe ſort of Replies 
were all her fine Reaſoning could draw from 
them, and ſhe would not make uſe of Reproaches 
to them, who ſhe knew did but as their Fun- 
ion required, but reſerv'd them all for the 
| | baſe Pedro. She ſeveral times ſent to his Houſe, 
| and other Places in ſearch of him, but he was 
no where to be found, and ſhe was obliged 
without even the Satisfaction of Complaint, to 
ſee her rich Furniture torn down by the Hands 
of theſe robu.ſt Fellows, her Wardrobe ranſack- 
ed, her Cofters borne away to the Houſe of 
Pedro, while herſelf was left without ſo much 
as a Bed to lie on, or a ſecond Suit of Clothes 
to change for thoſe ſhe had on. — She was 
not without Conſideration by what means ſhe. 
ſhould ſeek Redreſs for ſo inhuman, and unex- 
ampled a Wrong; but alas! the artful Villain 
had watch'd his Opportunity, the Perſons ap- 
pointed by her Father's Will Truſtees, were nei- 
ther of them at that time on the Iſland, and 
the new Governor not being yet arrived, there 
was no body in whoſe power it was to examine 
into this Affair; and againſt there was, he had 
provided, if the worſt ſhould happen, ſome to 
[ | make Oath of Debts contracted by Alvarez, 
Il | and an Inventory of that Part of his perſonal E- 
| fate which he had ſeiz'd (and might eaſily do, 
having them in his Poſſeſſion)to prove that they 
were alſo aſſigned to him: Nor was this the 
Extent of his monſtrous Stratagem, as ſhe was 
left ina deſolate and naked Houſe, with only 
* - - *rhree 
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The Untimely Diſtovery. 11 
thtee or four of her weeping Servants, not yet 
determined where or to whom ſhe ſhould fly 
for Shelter, the ſame Officers again broke in, 
and ſeiz'd her Perſon, by the ſame Orders as 
they had done her Effects: This laſt Stroke was 
infinitely more ſevere to her, than all rhe reſt. 
had been; atLiberty, ſhe was not without hope 
of ſome Redreſs; but to be confin'd, and in the 
power of fo inhuman a Villain, gave her Ap- 
prehenſions which not all her ſtock of Courage 
could enable her to ſuſtain : She fainted feveral 
times before they carried her away; the Fel- 
lows who at this Sight, hardened as they were, 
began to feel Compaſſion, endeavour'd to 
give her ſome Confolation, by telling her their 
Orders were not to carry her to Priſon, but to 
the Houſe of Don Pedro, who *twas poſſible 
would come to Terms of Accommodation with 
her; but this was ſo far from, working the Ef 
fect they aim'd at, that it gave an Addition to 
her Perplexities: O (ſaid ſhe) bear me to Priſon, ; 
to Death, to any thing, rather than place me _ 
under the Roof of that conſummate Villain! 
that Fiend more black than Hell it ſelf can fur- 
nifſh * He has no Offers to make me, but ſuch 
as, wretched as I am, I'd ſooner die than ac- 
cept. — She vented her Paſſion in many ſuch - | 
like Expreffions, but neither the ſteddy Calm 9 
neſs which had appeared in her Countenance, oy 4 
during the whole time of their removing her 
Goods, nor the Agonies this laſt Surprize had | 
thrown her in, were of any Force to give a | 
Turn to her Condition; ſhe was in the hands | 
of Perſons who are not much accuſtomed to 
Remorſe, or if by Chance ſometimes a little 
touch d with it, know how to give a check to 

Fr uM C2 Sen- 
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* 


Sentiments ſo contrary to their Profeſſion; ſhe 
was obliged to go with them to the Houſe of 
Don Pedro, where their Commiſſion being ended, 
ſhe was left in the Care of ſome of his Servants ; 
for neither he, nor his Son, were in the way, or 


at leaſt would not appear till the firſt Emotions . 


of her Paſſion were a little abated. But there 


is avaſt difference between thoſe People who are 


incens'd. at every little Accident that happens 
to thwart their Inclinations, and thoſe whoſe 
Paſſions are not to be raiſed but on ſome extra- 
ordinary Occaſion ; — the firſt as they are im- 
mediarely angry, ſo they are as immediately re- 
conciled ; but the others, when once pro- 
vok'd, are for a long time, if ever they are pre- 


vail'd on, in the ſame Humour. Of this laſt 


Sort was Emanuella; there was ſcarce a Probabi- 
liry, that had Don Pedro recanted, and preſent- 
ly reſtored her to her Liberty with the Trea- 
ſures he had ſo unjuſtly ſeiz'd, that ſhe 
would ever have been brought to forgive the 
Affront he had put upon her: Nor indeed, can 


I ſee why ſhe ſhould, for tho*' the World is apt 


to give to ſuch a Diſpoſition the Epithets 
of Malicious and Revengefſul, yet as there is 
certainly a Juſtice due to our ſelves as well as 
to others, in my Opinion to renew a Friend- 
ſhip, with a Perſon whoſe Unworthineſs or 
Baſeneſs has once forteited it, is to put it in his 


power a ſecond time to deceive us, and no other 


than joining in our own Deſtruction. Don Pedro, 
however, did not make the tryal, but perſiſting 


in the Out-rage he had begun, prepared a 


Room for her, little different from thoſe in a 
common Goal; the Windows of it were grated, 
and the Door always kept cloſe lock'd, except 

-{ when 
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when any Perſon came in to bring her meat: 
nor was her Attendance more reſpectful, he de- 
nied her to be waited on by one of her own 
Sex ; fearing, as ſhe was afterwards inform'd, 
her Tears and Eloquent Manner of expreſſing 


her Misfortunes might influence them to pity 
her Condition, ſo far as to attempt her Relief.— 


She had the Privilege of indulging her Melan- 


choly undiſturbed for two Days, at the end of 


which Don Pedro, imagining the Violence of her 
Fury pretty well exhauſted, went to make her 


a Viſit. But to what a height does the Sight of 


the Offender tranſport the huſh'd Diforders ? 
Emanuella, whoſe Philoſophy had enabled her to 
bear the Treatment ſhe had met, with much 
more Moderation than the generality of the 


World could have done, and depended entirely 


on Heaven for the Redreſs of her Injuries, now 
loſt all Patience ; ſhe upbraided him in Terms, 


which if not ſevere enough for the Baſeneſs he 


had been guilty of, yet in ſuch bitter ones, that 
ſhe herſelt thought afterwards were unbecom- 
ing theMildneſs of her Sex ; and indeed ſhe had 
ſo great an Averſion for Railing, that ſhe has 
been often heard to ſay, no Uſage could excuſe 


it: — And 'tis certain, the edge of her Inve- 


ctives had been much leſs keen, it Don Pedro, to 


his other Crimes, had not in this Viſit offer d 
an additional Indignity, which to the delicacy of 


her Soul was leſs pardonable than his former 


ones. His arthy and groveling Diſpoſition, ren- 
dring him incapable of judging of the Elegance - 


of her's, made him affront her when he meant 
quite otherwiſe : Among ſome other faintExcuſes 
for what he had done, he told her that, he had 
no other way to force her to marry his Son, — 

| but 


f 


n as "MY as cer, ſhe conſented to thar; ſhe 


ſhould not only be put in poſſeſſion of all, the 


Care of Alvarez had heaped up' for her, but alſo 
of Treaſures which in no other Match ſhe could 


expect. Not the poor Cottage Maid, who on 


the mountain Tops, expoſed to Winter's Colds, 
and Summer's Heats watches her little Flock, 
nor knows what Grundeur means, had lefs of 


Tx than Emanuellu; yer here, the new, and 
er till now experienced Gueſt uſurp '4 the 


ele Dominion Ger her Soul, and fir'd each 


Faculty with generous Scorn. — Wretch (cy'd 


ſhe) who ignorant of Merit, and far incapable 
of judging by what the noble Mind is ſway d, 
thou thinkeſt all Diſpoſitions hke thy own, and 
conſcious of thy own Depravity of Nature, haſt 
dar d to hope thou haſt the means to force, or 
bribe me to thy Purpoſe ; ; — bur know, pre- 


| ſumitg Fool! T. view chy executed Spite, and 


proficr'd Love with equal Eyes, and think them 


both below my Anger, and fit Subjects only for 


Difdair. She ſpoke. much more to the ſame 
purpoſe, but Don Pedro knowing how entirely 
he had her in his power, was not at all mov'd 
at ĩit, and doubted not bur im a little time when 
the found there was no other Poffibility of re- 
gaibing her Liberty, ſhe would recede from her 
preſent Hlaughtineſs of Diſpoſition: He did 
not fait to let her know what his Thoughts 


were on this Occaſton, and expreſſed them in a 


faſffion ſo infulting, that it encreaſed her Rage; 
till finding all ſhe could ſay ineffectual to bring 


him to any juft Senſe of the Villany he was 


guilty, or to make him ſee how improbable 


it Was ſhe ſhould ever be brought to yield to 


what * deſir d by ſuch Methods, ſhe at length 
deſiſted | 
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*Tis probable the old Don was a little nettled 
at her Behaviour, but he made no ſhew of it; 
and only telling her, if ſhe would not be per- 
care to be ſo far a Father to her, as to ſecure 
her Perſon and Fortune from being laviſh'd a- 
way on a worſe Choice, took his Leave. If a 
Condition ſuch as hers could admit of any Hap- 
pineſs, it was at ſeeing him depart the Sight 
of him was juſtly deteſtable to be 

ſo, becauſe being an utter Enemy to ' Paſſion, ſhe 


was almoſt as ready to condemn. her {elf tor the 


Extravagancies it made her guilty of, as he who 
had occaſioned it: Nothing could be more ex- 
emplary than her manner of ſapportivg this 
Confinement, the Excellence of he 

made her think it a Crime to, revile even her 


_ greateſt Enemies, and the Greatneſs of her Spi- 
rit from any mean Complainings of her ill For- 
tune: the Servant who was appointed to attend 


her, proteſted he never ſaw her weep, nor utter 
the. leaſt irregular Word. Not that ſhe was in- 
ſenſible of her. Misfortunes ; not the moſt. re- 
pining Mortal, perhaps, ever felt any thing fo 
nearly : being cut off in all probability for ever 
from all the Pleaſures, her Youth and Inclinations 


rendred her ſuceptible of, — To be robb'd of all 


that Grandeur ſhe was bred to, to be denied 
the Converfation of her Friends, — ſhut up 


from all Society, — and in the power of a Man 


whoſe Actions teſtified him to be the greateſt of 


all Villains, one who doubtleſs would never let 


her appear in the World again for fear of being 
call'd to account for what he had done; — one 
who, twas poſſible, if ſhe yielded not to hisPro- 


poſal, 


The Untimely Niſcavery. 15 


deſiſted, and reſolved to ſpeak ta him na more. 


ſuaded to become his Daughter, he ſhould take 
r, and the more 


er Principles 


: 
— —— B vor . c — — — 3 
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poſal, might, to ſecure her Fortune, at laſt con- 
trive her Death : — Theſe were terrible Re- 
fle&ions for ſo young a Creature, yet 1 queſtion, 
by the account J have of her, if che moſt tena- 
.ctous of our Philofophers would have bore them 
With that Reſignation ſhe did. 

ABOUT a Month was paſt in this Confine- 
ment, during which time ſhe had ſeen no human 
Face but the Servant, and Don Pedro once ; for 
neither his Wife, nor Don Marco ever had preſu- 
med to come into her Preſence, which tho? ſhe 
was very glad of, ſhe could not help wondering 
at, not doubting at her firſt coming there but ſhe 
ſhould be continually perſecuted with theDecla- 
tions of him whom her ill Fortune had made her 
Lover: but ſhe gave herſelf not much trouble 
what ſhould be the meaning of it, amuſing her 
ſelf as well as ſhe could with Adventures ſhe had 
formerly read of; for her cruel Jaylor now denied 
her the Satisfaction of Books: As ſhe was ſitting 
one Morning pretty early in her uſual Medita- 
tions, ſhe perceived a Paper lying cloſe to the 
Door; ſhe ſtarted up, and going to take it, per- 
ceived by part of it being ſtill under the Door, 
that it had been thruſt in "by ſome body after it 
was ſhut : It was impoſſible but the moſt incu- 
rious in ſuch a Circumſtance would have been 
deſirous of ſeeing what it contain'd, and haſtily 
opening it, ſhe found it was directed to her ſelf, 
and contained theſe Lines: 


To Donna EMANUELT, 4. 


H. -artily lament the unjuſt Calamity you ſuffer, 
but Pity being a poor Conſolation, have forbore to 


give you any Inſtances of it, till I had the power of 
 reſtifying 


' 71 be 342 * = 5 > 1 Wo — 
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reſlifying it by ſomething more than Words; — if 
you have Courage enough to truſt our ſelf with'a 
Perſon you know not, you will 4 ad more Honour than 

in thoſe you have confided. — I have provided Wenis 
for your Eſcape, if you think fit to accept it, which 
let me know by a Line this Night when all the Fg. 
mily are in Bed. — I know you are denied the uſe 
of Pen and Ink, but if you can contrive to let a 
Fring down from your Window, I will be underneath 
and faſten one to it, which ſhall eafily go in between 
the Grate, and by that means I may alſo receive 
your Anſwer, which I will wait the writing f. 
aa that 1 have no other View in attempting to 
ſerve you, than what is conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 
Honour, whoſe Votary I profeſs my ſelf, and the in- 
jured Emanuella's ER Vs 55 

| Unknown Servant. 


| P. S. ; Three diſtinct Whiſtles, about tuo Mi- 
nutes each time, ſhall be the Sigual for you to let doun 
„% 


THE Surprize Emanuella was in at reading 
this, cannot be well expreſs'd ; ſhe was ſenſible 
there were agreatmany in the Iſland, who would 
make this Offer, it by any means they could have 

known the need ſhe had of their Service; but 
then the Improbability there was that Don 
Pedro ſhould let the Truth of this Affair reach 
the Ear of any one, and much more that they 
| ſhould haye an Opportunity of coming into his 
Houſe, and conveying this Letter under the 
Door of her Chamber, quite ſtagger'd her 
Conjecture: ſhe could not help, however, be- 
lieving that it was beſt for her to accept it, ſities 
no Condition could be worſe than what the 
| D was 
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was in at preſent ; and if the Perſon who pre- 
tended to ſo much Honour ſhould have Princi- 
ples never ſo different from it, ſhe thought it 
would be in her pou er to make a much better 
Defence at Liberty, and in an open Street, than 
ſhe could do in this Confinement, in caſe Don 
Marco (which ſhe was in daily Apprehenfions 
of) ſhould ever make any Attempts on her Ho- 
nour: Reſolv'd therefore, to ſend an Anſwer 
.of Conſent, ſhe felt a greater Impatience for 
the approach of Night than yet ſhe had ever 
known for any Event: At laſt it came, and be- 
tween the Hours of Twelve and One ſhe heard 
the wiſh'd-for, Signal; ſhe had tied her 
Girdle and Garters together to make a long 
String ready, which on the third Whiſtle ſhe 
immediately let down, and with it drew up a 
little Standiſh with a Sheet of Paper roll'd up 
in it, ſo careful was the Perſon that no mate- 
rial ſhould be wanting, ſhe did not delay the 
uſe it was convey'd for, but fill'd it in a mo- 
ment with theſe Lines: il 


To the generous Offerer of Life, Liberty, 
and Deliverance from a thouſand 
Evils. | DS: 


Will not give my ſelf leave to ſuſpef you any 

other than you ſeem, leſt 1 ſhould by a needleſs 
Fear render my ſelf incapable of accepting what you ſo 
kindly offer, and juſily merit what future Miſchiefs 
may befall me. — 1 gladly embrace your Propoſition, 
aud am ready to do any thing to get free, — I wiſh 
on had acquainted me with what Methods I ſhould 
take, for I can ſcarce believe there is a Poſſibility for 
me to eſcape : if there be, I beg the Knowledge may 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 19 


* 


not be deſer d. — As you have been too generous to 
Jet me know what Reward” you exgect for ſo merito- 
rious an Action; I will not pretend to offer any, fince 
it is only in the power of Heaven to make a Retribu- 
tion ſuitable to ſuch exalted Virtue ; and as that, I am 
willing to hope, is your only Aim, ſo that it may be 
immediately beflow'd in all the choiceſt Bleſſings of 
that eternal Store- Houſe, ſhall be the inceſſaut Pray- 


ers of L 


The (beyond Expreſſion) obliged 1 
E MANUEL LA. 


P. S. The Moon ſhines to-night with an unuſual 


Splendor, I believe by her favourable Beams you will. 
have Light enough to anſwer my Impatience with 
ſome little Hints by what Means I am to be preſerved : 

If you can without Danger of being obſerved, I beg 

you will favour me ſo far ; and that you may do ſo, 1 
let down your Standiſh, and let the String continue, 
which 1 will not draw up till you give a Signal that 

you have no further Occaſion for it. R 


NO Whiſtle being given, ſhe imagin'd 
he was about to do as ſhe deſir'd, and would 
very fain if poſſible have ſeen him, but the 
Grate was too narrow for her to put her Head 
through: In a very little time ſhe heard the 


Whiſtle, and pulling up the Ribband, found 


there was a Letter fix d to it, which contain'd 
theſe Lines: 
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T0 Donna E AI AN UELL 4. 


HE Place Jam in not bein ſo private as I 
could wiſh, 70 particularize the Account you de- 
fe: { entreat you will be ſatisfied with knowing 
there is a Way found out to convey the Key of your 
Priſon by the ſame Means you receive this — ; when 


it comes to your Hands, it will be alſo accompanied 


with a little Ladder made of Silk Cords, and you 
have uo mare to do than to unlock your Door aud go 
into a Room adjoining to it, which you will find open, 
and a Window that looks into a Field whence you 
may eafily deſcend, and at the bottom find him who 
will be ready to conduct you where. you pleaſe, and 
always glad of an Opportunity 0 prove bow very 
much. he is echo 
Your moſt humble Servant. 


p. 8. I believe you will have the Ladder and 
K to- morrow Night, — therefore do not bg ta 
watch the Signal. | 


I F Emanuella was before confounded in her 
Canje&ures who it ſhould be that appeared ſo 
affiduous to deliver her, ſhe was now much 
more fo; the Key of the Door aſſur d her it 
mult be by the Aſſiſtance of ſome Perſon | in the 
Houſe ſhe was to be befriended : but all the 


Gueſſes ſhe could make ſeeming improbable, 


e contented her ſelf to wait the Cerrainty 3 
and the Probability that the worſt part of her 


Misfortune, her Confinement, was near an end, 
gave her hopes that ſhe ſhould alſo find Juſtice 


to remedy the others alſo ; and ſhe paſt the re- 
mainder of that Night, and the enſuing Day 
+ * „ in 


in Contemplations much more tranquil than 
ſhe had known, ſince ſhe had been in that 


Houſe. 
TH E next Night, much about "hs ſame 


Hour, or ſomething later, ſhe heard rhe Sound 
ſhe was not a little impatient for ; and letting 
down the String, found it came up with a weight 
which told her before ſhe ſaw it, what ſhe ex- 
pected had not fail'd her : ſhe received both the 
Ladder and Key, to Which was fix'd a little 
piece of Peper in Which Was Writ theſe Words: 


This Moment is the Crifis of your Fate — ; be 
careful not to loſe it — unlock your Door as foftly 
as you can, and go into a Chamber on the left 
Hand, there is a Balcony to which you may fix your 
Ladder ; do not miſtake the Room, nor take any 
Light with Jo — there are Horſes to carry you 
where you foal command. 

I T was not without ſome little Apprehen-, | 
ſions this diſtreſſed Lady was about to put her. 
ſelf in the power of a Perſon unknown, at ſuch 
an Hour, and one who ſhe found had Conveni- 
ency to carry her where he pleaſed, tho" he 


made her the Compliment of leaving it to her 
own Choice; but the Exigence of her Affairs, 
the cruel Reſtraint ſhe was under, and the Pro- 
bability of greater Evils, preſently baniſh'd: 
them, and ſhe unlock'd the Door, and in every. 
thing obeyed Dire&ions. The Balcony was fo. 
low, that ſhe might almoſt have jumped from it 
to the Ground; but the Gentleman who had 


taken ſo much pains to ſerve her, ordered every 


thing as commodious as poſſible. She found 
three Men on Horſeback, one of which alight- 


ing, 
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ing, lifted her up behind another, and as ſoon 


as he was remounted himſelf, defired her to ſay 


where they ſhould. conduct her. — The ter- 


Tor ſhe had been in for fear of Diſcovery 
while ſhe was in the Houſe, the Confuſion to 
think- ſhe was in the Hands of Strangers, and 
the Uncertainty to which of her Acquaintance 
the coming in that Hour, and Manner, and 
the reſt of her Hiſtory, would be the leaſt lia- 


ble roCenſure, made her unable to reply ; which 


one of them perceiving, ſaid to the others, The 
Lady may by her late Diſorders be perhaps, at 
preſent, incapable of determining on any thing, 
tis therefore beſt to ride ſome diſtance 


from hence, no matter which way, to prevent 


Diſcovery, till the Power of Conſideration is a 
little return'd to her. Emanuella, willing to be 
farther from Don Pedro, aſſented, and they all 
went five or ſix Miles without ſtopping or 
ſpeaking to each other; a little Houſe in which 
there was a Light ſeem'd to invite them to bait 

at it, and it being propoſed, ſhe having put 


her ſelf ſo far into their power, thought it would 


difcover a ridiculous Diſtruſt to ſcruple bearing 
them Company into it ; and beſide, ſhe hoped 
her Curioſity would be ſatisfied by diſcovering 
to Whom it was ſhe was indebted for her De- 
livery, for they were all ſo muffled in their 


Cloaks, that it was impoſſible for her to know 


whether ſhe had ever ſeen them before or not ; 
ſhe had ask'd the Perſon ſhe rode behind, but 
he excuſed himſelf by telling her that he but 


obey d his Principal in what he had done, and 


without his Leave could not diſcover any thing. 
This Secrecy a little alarm'd her, but ſhe was 
infinitely more ſo when being come into the 


Houle, 


Jhe Untimely Diſcovery. 23 
Houſe, one of the Perſons who ſhe obſery'd had 
never ſpoke one Word during the whole time 

of their little Journey, came into the Room,” 

and making a Sign to the others to withdraw, 
threw off his Cloak, and diſcovered himſelf to 
be Don Marco. Aſtoniſhment, and Rage, and 

Fear at once poſſeſsꝰd her ſhe could not 

imagine for what Reaſon he had acted in this 

manner, unleſs it was contriv'd fo that in flying 
the Cruelty of the Father, ſhe ſhould run into the 
danger of a more ſhocking Treatment from the 

Son. — But ſhe had not time to utter any part 

of what ſhe thought, before falling on his 

Knees he accoſted her in this Manner: I ſee 

Madam, ſaid he, with what Regret you find 

your ſelf under ſome Obligation ro any of the 
Family of Don Pedro; but to convince you that 

Nearneſs of Blood does not always occaſion a 
Conformity of Principles, be pleaſed to accept 
of this little part of what has been fo unjuſtly 
taken from you, and believe that Marco will 
never reſt till the whole is again at your diſpo- 
ſai. In ſpeaking theſe Words he preſented her 
with a little Amber Box, in which ſhe had been 
uſed to keep her Jewels ; which opening, ſhe 
found it ſtill contain'd them, and alſo Bills to a 
great Value. Tis hard to ſay whether ſhe 
was molt amazed, or pleaſed, at fo unexpected a 
piece of Generofity. The Eſteem ſhe formerly 
had for him, which by the late Behaviour of his 
Father, in which ſhe imagined he had an equal 
Share, had been converted into as great an 
Averſion, now return'd with added Vigour, 
and ſhe rejoiced as much to find ſhe had not 
been deceived in her firſt Sentiments of his 
Virtues, as in the Advantage ſhe receiv'd from 
them; 


n 
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them ; ſhe expreſſed herſelf ſo obligingly on 
this Occaſion, thar Don. Marco who had the 
moſt ſincere and diſintereſted Affection for 
her that ever was, could not liſten to her with- 


out feeling a Rapture perhaps ſuperior to that 


which ſome who call themſelves Lovers are ca- 
pable of knowing, even in the Gratification of 
their utmoſt Wiſhes. I tremble Madam, ſaid 

he, to appear before you, knowing well that 

without a Goodneſs near Divine, the little Ser- 

vice I have now been' able to do you, joined with 
that of my whole future Life is far roo ſmall to 
engage Forgiveneſs for the Wrongs you have 
received from my Family ; and ſhould- not have. 
preſumed to diſcoyer my ſelf, had not your un- 
certainty how to beſtow your ſelf in ſafety, 
obliged me to bring you to this Houſe. You 
would then, anſwer'd ſhe, have been guilty of a 
great Injuſtice to your ſelf, and Unkindneſs to 
me; for to be obliged in fo profuſe a manner, 
and be ignorant where to pay our Acknow- 


ledgments, is, to a grateful Soul, a Pain — : 


Beſides, I feel ſo great a Satisfaction in the 
Knowledge, that when Ientertain'd a Friend- 
ſhip for Don Marco I err'd not in my Choice, 
that I know not if I could eaſily have pardon'd 


the delaying of it. — Be aſſur d, I cannot re- 


ſent the Uſage I have met from Don Pedro 


with half that Warmth and Spirit, as I ſhall 


endeavour to repay my Obligations to his Son; 
and that the Virtues of the latter, have entire- 
ly diſarm'd me from taking that Revenge 
which the Vices of the other would elſe have 
demanded. O I know, reſumed Don Marco, I 
know you are too heavenly good, to wiſh Re- 
venge ; but do not, I beſeech you, do not = 
dne 


— 


| The Untimely Diſcovery. 25 
the Memory of what I have done, nor the Be- 
lief how much more I would do, were it in my 
power make you forget what is owing to your 
{elf. —-__ Uſe all proper means to oblige my 
cruel Father to reſtore to you what he has ſo un- 
juſtly taken from you; for much 1 fear he will 
not be prevail d upon by gentle means to deal 
wich Renn; „ ̃ 75 

T HIS. generous Conteſt laſted for fome 
Time, nor would Don Marco give it over, till 
ſhe had promiſed to endeavour to do her ſelf 
Juſtice ; , for the Attainment of which, both 
thought it the moſt effectual Way for her to 
purſue her Intention of going to Madrid, not 
only becauſe if ſhe continued where ſhe was, 
Don Pedro's Artifice might poſfibly find her 
out, and. contrive ſome Stratagem again to 
get her in his power, bur alfo that the King 
was the only Perſon who had the Means of 
redreſſing her Grievances. He would needs 
accompany her thither, attended by the two 
Men whom he had brought to aſſiſt her in her 
Eſcape ; but ſhe oppoſed it, telling him ſhe had 
already receiv'd too many Obligations to en- 
dure the Thoughts of laying herſelf under 
more: However, on his repreſenting the 
Dangers which of conſequence muſt attend a 
Perſon of her Sex, in ſo long a Voyage, alone; 
and alſo the Neceſſity there was for him to ab- 
ſcond for ſome time from the Rage of Don 
Pedro, who twas probable would be raiſed to 
the higheſt Pitch, on the Diſcovery how his 
Deſigns had been circumvenred by the very 
Perſon, for whoſe fake they had been form'd: 
She was at laſt perſuaded, it would not only - 
be extreamly commodious for her, but alſo far 
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_ 8 ſrom inconyenjent for him; and ſince his ab- 
= ſenting himſelf from his Father was abſolutely 
hegceſſary, it was as well for him to take a 
Voyage to Madrid, as any other Place. This 
peing concluded on, Don Marco advis d their 
immediate Departure, judging it not ſafe to 
remain on the Iſland after De if by 
any means they could leave it ſogner ; becauſe 
he knew that in the Morning the Fellow who 
| had the Charge of the Key which he had ſtole, 
1 would :diſcoyer the Theft, and Emanuella's E- 
ſcape. One of the Men was therefore immediately 
diſpatch'd to the Sea-ſide, which they were 
not above three Miles diſtant from, to ſee if 
there was a Ship ready to go off, and to agree 
for the Paſſage. By good Fortune there was one, 
which on a more than ordinary Gratification, 
comply'd with their deſire of hoiſting Sail as 
ſoon. as they came on board. Twould be 
needleſs to ſay with how much Pleaſure Ema- 
zella heard this News; the ardent Deſire ſhe 
ag to. leave a place which had fo little in it 
agreeable to her Genius, joined to the late ill 
1 ſhe had met with, and the Ap- 
prehenfions of being ſubjected to the ſame 
Again, is ſufficient to make the Reader ſenſible 
With what a Welcome, ſhe receiv d the certainty 
CES Eo: ß 
AN infinity of Contentment fat ſmiling, on 


her Countenance all the time of their Voyage; 
a fair Wind, kindly Gales, and an unruffled Sea 
wafted her ſmoothly to her deſired. Port.— No 
chilling Fears from within No Omens from 


Et 1 fi No ſecret: Warning from her Guar- 
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an Angel gave a Cheek to the Satisfa- 
ion ſhe felt at landing on that fatal Sfforg 
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The' Untimely Diſcovery. T7 


where all her Peace of Mind was to be 
wreck'd! where Miſchiefs multiplied, concealed: 
in Clouds — Numberleſs, nameleſs Ws — at- 
tended her Approach, ready to burſt with al 
their hoarded Venom on her Head. 

SE wear immediately to the Houſe” 1 
Don Jalin, a very near Relation, where ha- 
ving made herſelf known,” and che Parciculars 
of her late Adventure; ſhe Was receiv'd with 
the higheſt Demonſtrations of Kindneſs, == 
Both he and his Wife aſſured her they would 
introduce her to the King, who would doubr= 
leſs do her Juſtice as to the Recovery of that 
part of her Fortune which was till in thepoſſeſ⸗ 
ſion of Don Pedro; and alſo iſſue out bis Or= 
ders for the Puniſhmett ſo baſe an Action 
deſery'd : But this not being done immediately, 
by reaſon of his Ma jeſſy being at that rinſe 
at the Eſcurial, from which he did not return 
ſo ſoon as was expected; an Incident entirely 
unforeſeen gave a ſudden. and vexatious Turn 
to this Affair, and inſtead of being Plaintiff, re- 
duced her to the State of a Defendant. 

THE cunning Don Pedro had no ſooner 
diſcover? d her Fieape: than he immediately. 
gueſs'd to what plate the was gone'; and' not 
doubting but ſhe would take ſuch Meaſures as 
could end in no leſs than his Ruin, had it pres 
ſently in his head how to preſerve himſelf, and 
lay the Odium on her: His Son being fled 
with her, and ſome few Bills he had taken from 
him to ſupport himſelf 1 in, his Abſence, as well 
as what of right belong'd to Emnitella, fur- 
niſh'd him with Hyits which the prompting 
Fiend that animated his inventive Brain, took 
care to improve to form a Story ſo plauſible, 
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| 28 | The Raſh Reſ, ale: , 


that when heard, he ſhould appear the only 
injured Perſon, and Emanuella, and his Son 
(whom now he hated) be eſteemed no other 
than Wretches who had contriy'd, together to 
rob him; full of this inhuman Stratagem, and 


accompanied by ſome vile Creatures whole E- 


vidence he had purchas'd, as well as Bonds, 
Notes, and Bills, counterfeiting the dead Al- 
warez's Hand and Seal, he was at Madrid al- 
moſt as ſoon as thoſe he follow'd ; and: being in- 
form'd, his Majeſty was at the Eſcurial, he 
waited not his coming to Madrid, but as Vice 
is always more indefatigable in the purſuit of 
what it aims at, than a ſincere. and honeſt 
Meaning, he went to wait on him there: And 
his Age and artful Manner of inſinuating what 


he would have beliey d, wrought fo far on the 


Royal Ear, as, to gain him the promiſe of 
having it in his power to inflict what Puniſh- 
ment. he pleaſed on theFugitives, who the cruel 
Politician had taken care to inform himſelf 


where they might be found, before he deli- 
ver'd his Petition, tho' he concealed himſelf 
from either of them. 


NOTHING therefore of his Arrival 
being ſuſpeRed, till the News of the King's 
Return, put Don Jabin in mind that his 


Couſin ſhould make her Appeal, and ſhe was 


dreſſing herſelf to accompany him to Court, 


When a Meſſenger from thence came to demand 


her Appearance. The Surprize of ſo unlook d- 
for a Summons, put them all in a Confterna- 
tion; and Don Marco, who tho” he did not 
lodge there, paſs'd moſt of his Hours with 
them, and was at that time preſent, diſcover'd 


in his Countenance a Horror which 3 
83 Ws added 


9 *. 
' | 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 29 
added to it. He was not ignorant of the 
. thouſand Artifices his Father was ever Maſter - 
of, when he was zealous for the Accompliſh- 


ment of any Deſign, and fear'd it was by 
ſome Emiſſaries employ'd by him, tho” he was 


far from imagining he was there himſelf, that 


ſomething had been done to pervert that Juſtice 
he might very well believe Emanue/a would 
claim. He would very fain have perſuaded her 
to ſuffer him to wait on her, that in caſe it were 
as he ſuſpected, he might be a Witneſs on her 
Side, againſt whatever falſe Suggeſtions ſhould 
be offered to her Diſadvantage; but that ge- 
nerous Lady would by no means be prevailed 
on to permit him. She told Mm ſhe had not 
the leaſt Fear of making a Defence againſt all 


that Malice could form to hurt her; and that 


ſhe could not conſent a Perſon ſhe call d 
Friend, and; one who ſo juſtly had merited 
that Title from her, ſhould pur fo great a Con- 
ſtraint on himſelf, and endure a Shame ſo 
poinant, as muſt riſe from the Accuſation of a 
Parent, tho“ never ſo unworthy a one. She 


expreſs'd herſelf in Terms fo abſolute, that 
Don Marco, tho* with a world of Relucance, 


was obliged to obey : and accompanied by 
Don Jabin, his Lady, and the two Servants, 
who came over with her, and whom it was ne- 
ceſſary ſhould appear; ſhe went with a Courage 


infinitely beyond what could be expected from 
her Sex and Tears; and wholly relying on the 


Juſtice of her Cauſe, and the Care of Heaven, 
was farther from any. dread of the Event, than 
thoſe to whom it was of leſs Concern. © 
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30 The Raſh Reſalve: or 
NO ͤ but when ſhe was conducted into 
the Palace, and brought before the King, ſhe 
was a little alarm'd to ſee the baſe Don Pedro 
there: ſhe had however Preſence enough of 
Mind to conceal thoſe littleEmotions which ſhe 
was unable to repel at ſo unexpected an Inter- 
view, and after having paid her Duty to the 
Royal Preſence ; If I were not already too well 
acquainted, ſaid ſpe, with your Inſolence in main- 
taining the Injuries you do, I ſhould have hope, 
Repenrance for thoſe you have offered me, had 
brought you here, ſo contrary to my Expecta- 
tion, co make me that Reſtitution, you might be 
ſure I ſhould engleavour to force you to. There 
was not a Perſon in this Aſſembly, which was 
very numerous, moſt of the Nobility being 
come to congratulate his Majeſty on his Re- 
turn, who the Appearance of Emanuella, and 
the Sweetneſs which accompanied her Accents, 
aſſur d as they were, did not win to her Inte- 
reſt.— The King himſelf ſeem'd to regard 
her with an uncommon Stedfaſtneſs, as ſurpriz'd 
at the Graces which attended her; and already 
ſuſpicious of the Truth of what had been ſug- 
geſted. againſt her: which the watchful Pedro 
obſerving, throwing himſelf at his Feer, O my 
Sovereign! ſaid he, if this Woman's Soul had 
any Affinity with her exterior Charms, ſhe 
would at leaſt have had Modeſty ſufficient to 
have ſhun'd the awful Juſtice of this Place— 
but I entreat you by that extenſive Power 
which makes Kings Gods on Earth, and by 
that ſacred Regard which to the King of Kings, 
even from your ſelf, is due! —— By Ho- 
nour, Pity, Juſtice, by your own Royal Pro- 
miſe, I conjure you not to liſten to eu 
| aſi- 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 3L 
Infinuations of this artful Sen, who comes no 
doubt prepared with well-dreſs d Perjuries, 
and ſmooth Hypocriſy to evade her Crimes, 
and turn the Sword of Vengeance againſt me. 
Twould be very hard to deſcribe any part of 
what paſs'd in the Soul of the injur'd Emanuella 
all the time he was ſpeaking in this manner; 
ſcarce could ſhe reſtrain the ſtruggling Paſſions, 
which ſwell'd almoſt to burſting in her Breaſt, 
and preſs'd ſo hard for Vent, tis probable no 
Conſideration would have been of force to 

have withheld them, had not the King with a. 
Countenance ſomewhat perplex d commanded 
him to be filent, telling him Juſtice ſhould be 

ſeverely executed on whichever Party ſhould. 
be found the Guilty — Don Jabin then, tho® 
very much confus'd at fo ſtrange a Character 
of his Relation, thought it was his Time to 
ſpeak, and begg'd to know of what ſhe was 
accus'd. To which his Majeſty aſſenting, 
commanded a Perſon appointed for that pur- 
poſe to read the Heads of the Charge againſt 
her, as they were taken from the Mouth of 
her Impeacher ; which he preſently obey'd, and 
with a loud Voice ſurpriz d all who had not 
heard it before, with the Contents of a Paper 


which he pulled out of his Pocket, and were 
as follows : | eee 
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A per Abſtrac 1: hin Crimes alledged againſt. 55 
Donna Emanuella, Daughter to Don Alvarez, 
late Governor of Porto-Rico, an Iſland in that 
part of his moſt Catholiek Majeſty's Domi- 
nions, entitled the Spaniſh-Weſt-Indies : At- 
8 reſted by Don Pedro, and a great N umber of 
other Gentlemen 909-5 Oath. 5 


T bat the ſaid Donna 4 8 „ privy to 
the borrowin 7 ſeveral large Sums of Money from Don 
Pedro, by her Father ; ſhe, after his Death, not 
ouly deny the Payment of them, but alſo pretended 
there was much more owing to ber Hon the ſaid 
Don Pedro 41 


' That ſhe ſedu&d the Principles of Dev Marco, 
the only Son of Don Pedro, and living with him in 
a riotous and diſſolute manner, ſoon waſted the little 
Wealth left her by Don Alvarez; on which having 
recourſe to Don Pedro for a Supply, and being re- 
jus'd by him, ſhe hir d Aſaſj ins to murder. * 
which he very narrowly eſcap d. 

III. | | 
That being, by the Order of the Magiſtrates of the 
Place, on Don Pedro's Complaint, taken into Cu ſto- 
dy, and afterwards, by his Compaſſi ion and Charity, 
preſerv d from being carried to Priſon, and taken into 
his own Houſe on her ſeeming Repentance 3 ſhe moſt 
ungratefully and wickedly contriv'd with his own Son 
to rob him, which they did, and made their Eſcape 
get her to Madrid, with the Value of 5000 Crowns 
in Jewels, Bills and Money. 
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SO heavy an Accuſation, loaden with ſo 


* aggravating Circumſtances, was ſufficient 
to 
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to have ſhock?d the moſt eſtabliſhꝰd Fortitude; 
but Emanuella was of that ſort of Spirit, which, 
exalts it ſelf the moſt, when moſt it is op- 
preſs'd: ſhe ſeem'd rather fuller of Diſdain 
than Anger, while ſhe liſtned to the invective 
Scroll; and when ſhe ſaw A mazement fit on 
every Face; and thoſe of her own Blood con- 
founded, and unable to offer any thing in her 
Defence, ſhe thus undertook to plead for her- 
ſelf, Wonder not, Royal Sir! ſaid ſhe, that, 
conſcious of my perfect Innocence, and of a 
Soul too nice to bear ſuch rude Suſpicions, as 
this monſtrous Legend may perhaps. create, 
ſhould lodge a Moment in the Breaſts of any 
here; J not await the dull Formalities of Law, 
nor ask Advice from learned. Counſel drawn, 
but here preſume to make my on Defence, 
unaided but by Truth — Permit me then, 
great King ! to unfold a Story muſt make my 
vile Accuſer's Heart grow cold within him, 
tho? warm'd with all the Fires from Hell. She 
ſtopꝰd at theſe Words, by a beſeeching Air ex- 
pecting his Permiſſion to proceed; which being 
granted, ſhe related the whole Affair with the 
greateſt Fruth and Exactneſs, neither extenua- 


ing her Enemy's Inhumanity, nor diminiſhing 


the ſmalleſt Tittle of her own Behaviour. 
Don Pedro, and his Accomplices, attempted to 
interrupt her ſeveral times, but they were com- 
manded to be ſilent, and ſhe was indulg'd in all 


the freedom ſhe could deſire in vindicating 


herſelf, and accuſing him. When ſhe had fi- 
niſn'd what ſhe had to ſay, and the Witneſſes 
ſhe brought with her examin'd, there were 
many, who, confident of her Sincerity, ſpoke 
in her Behalf, bur it * but little. Don 


Pedros 


& 7 
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34 The Raſh Reſolve: on, 
Pedro's continued Aſſeverations, the number of 
his Evidences, and the advantage of complain- 
ing firſt, was very near carrying the Cauſe 
againſt her.; when Don Marco, impatient that 
they ſtay d, and full of fears, which were in- 
deed prophetick, left the Houſe of Don Jabin, 
and came with all ſpeed to the Palace: partly 
by Perſuaſions, and partly by Force, he got 
through the Guards, and entered the Room of 
Audience juſt as his Father was entreating 
Sentence might be paſt on Emanuellia. Diſtrac- 
ted with what he ſaw and heard, he ran up to 
the Chair of State, and begg'd it might be ſuſ- 
pended *cill he was heard. The King, whoſe 
Sentiments were yet unfix'd, gave him leave to 
utter what he had to ſay; and deaf to all other 
Conſiderations but thoſe of clearing her, he 
wildly ſpoke every thing he knew, and not only 
confirm'd all Emanuella had averr'd, but many 
more Particulars, of which ſhe was ignorant, 
concerning his Father's Barbarity ; 'and among 
the reſt, that he really had a deſign to murder 
her, the ſurer to ſecure her Fortune; which 
horrid Deed had certainly been perpetrated, 
had he not timely contrived the means of her 
Eſcape. But all that he could urge, was in 
vain ; the King had been ſo much prepoſſeſt by 
Don Pedro of a criminal Correſpondence be- 
' tween him and that Lady, that all he ſaid ap- 
peared but as the Effects of Gallantry to ſave a 
 Wiſtreſs, who, conſidering her Attractions, and 
the Misfortune of his own Form, it was no 
wonder he ſhould riſque every thing for. But, 
with What Words can ſo unexampled a Gene- 
roſity be prais'd ! — Perceiving his Zeal to 
ſferve, had rather werk'd a contrary Effect; 
3 . „ N ; 7 the 


- 

| if 
if! 

li 

S it) 

ti, 

Sg i! 

79 


*J 
5 
2 
- Hi 
5 j 
3 
1 
df 
| 
3 
Fl 


| if 
+! 


N 


2 
— 


_ 
— — =_ — nog — — — 
= — - — gs et ————— ne” es woe; — wy row 


n N 
nd — 


n * 
— 4. rere _ — 


IVE Pg —— 1 
EEE EEE wA—Z—I—Ä— ꝛ wT fe x 2 
—. . ³Ü— ꝛ³]i⁊⅛ĩð .f. ARE 
2 —— * * — _ . ws > 1 r wn * I » 2 . \ - 
— — : 
— 
＋ N - : : 


Ls 
— — — — . —— 
e 


— 


— 


— 


29 — 


— Wa + 


l . 
The Untimely Diſcovery. 35 
the noble - minded Marco. reſolv'd to give a fatal 
Proof of his Sincerity, once more addreſſing 
himſelf to his Majeſty; Since that bad Man, 
\who gave me Being, ſaid be, prefers a little hi- 
ning Dirt to Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and 
ſtill perſiſts in his deſign of ruining an innocent 
Virgin entruſted to his Care: Thus! continued 
he, (drawing his Sword, and falling on it, before 
any one cou'd be quick enough to prevent 
him) Thus! I releaſe. myſelf of the Duty of 
a Son. —— Thus I clear. myſelf of the Crimes 
he has accus d me of — and Thus! I hope, 
convince your ſacred Majeſty, and the yet un- 
believing World, that it contains not a Jewel 
of more worth than Emanuella! — Hear, and 
believe me, Royal Sir] tho”, long, long I have 
ador'd the charming Maid, conſcious of my 
own Defects, I ne'er preſum'd to wound her 
Ears with the unwelcome Tale; nor would I, 
till my laſt Moment, havę ventur'd on the De- 
claration, leſt ſhe ſhould have hated, what I'm 
too well aſſur'd ſhe, never cou d have 10d. — 
If what I now have done, be an Offence to 
Heaven, I hope you will, alk ſupplicate my Par- 
don: for be aſſur'd, could IL have liv'd with 
Honour, or with Peace, I had not died ſo early; 
but thus, miſerable in all, traduced by him, whe 
ought to have been the Protector of my Fame, 
juſtly deſpis'd by her Iiſh'd to 5 Whar 
could I de, but He could no more; he had 
given the Wound with ſuch a force Death fonnd 
an eaſy Paſſage to his Heart, and ſoon depriv 
him of the Power of Utterauce. The King 
ſeemed prodigiouſly alarmed at ſo uncommon 
a Teſtimony of Affection. The Nobles look'd 
on one another, ſtruck with a ſudden Horror. 
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Emannella forgot her own Misfortunes to la- 
ment the untimely Fate of ſo deſerving a 
' Youth, But Don Pedro, who, tho* he ſtood. 
ſtill and motionleſs for ſome time, as the Son 
his Barbarity had deprived him of, yet his hur- 
rying Thoughts were buſy enough within, and 
turn'd all his Soul into Confuſion. — Long 
ſleeping Conſcience rouz d itſelf at length, and 
Self- Conviction, Remorſe, and all the Horrors 
of Deſperation at once invaded him. The 
wild Diforder ſcorning to prey on any of the 
meaner Faculties, mounted to the Brain, whir- 
ling Reflexion from her Chain of Caufes, and 
quite disjointed Reaſon. In this ſudden Fren- 
2 he uttered enough to make all that heard 
fich ſenſible of his Guilt 3 and the King, right- 
Judging” the Cauſe by the Effect, order'd 
em to be taken away and 'ſecur'd ll Time 
ould diſcover more. The Perſons, who had 
appear d Confederates in his Deſi gn, were ſent 
to the Tuquiſi tion, there to be inſtryRed in the 
Pains Which perjur'd Wrerehes like themſelves 
are doom'd to bear in another World; and 
Emanuella, and her Friends, diſmiſs'd with thoſe 
Encomiams which her modeſt, but-courageous 
Behaviour' meritey; and a Promiſe given by the 
0 own mouth, That he would ſend an 
immediate Order for the bringing over' all that 
Don Pedro had ſo unjuſtly ſeiz d. 5 
THIS Atvetirate bolt d the hols Diſ- 
coutfe of the Town for a great while; and 
thoſe who were entirely Strangers to the Perſon 
of Emaunella, were perfectly well 2 acquainted | 
with her by Report. It is moſt certain, that her 
Virtues being rendred by this publick Notice 


more conſpicuous, gain d her a much greater 
number 
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number of Admirers than otherwiſe ſhe ſn - 
have bad, if ſhe: had been no more ſeen, nor 
known than the Spaniſh Ladies ordinarihy are; 
but then the ſame Reaſon created alſo an ade- 
quate proportion f Detractors. It is impoſſible to 
be.remarkably-diſtinguiſh'd, without being as 
remarkably envied and hated, eſpecially by 
thaſe of the ſame Sex thoſe who foun el 
greateſt improvement in her Converſatiq | 
whom ſhe moſt; inſtructed. in any of tho 0 
merous Accompliſhments, in which ſhe excell'd, 
ſecretly. wiſh'd her leſs. capable of affording 
It 5 ps: thoſe to | whom ſhe would, not be ſeen, 
as finding nothing in them worthy of her Friend - 
ſhip, made it their whole Study by all the little g 
Artifices they were Miſtreſſes of, to leſſen the 
brightneſs of a Character whoſe Radiency diſ- 
cover d the Imperfections of „ but 
hers was too well., eſtabliſh'd. for any of the 
Plots laid againſt her to ſugceed,. and , ſhe,was 
ſo univerſally applauded) by all 8 
part of the World, that it᷑ was ſufficient to be 
ac counted well thought of by her, to engage 
the Reputation of being a ſine Woman 
There were a great many, therefore, who en- 
deavour'd an latimacy with her in no other 
View; aiming-only at the. Charactet, and neg- 
lecting the real Advantages Which even thoſe 
A0 had been the leaſt ae ed either to Na- 
ture or Education, might have found in an Ac- 
quaintance with her. Nor did her Charity, and 
Generolity of Diſpoſition, extend only to the 
embelliſhing the Minds of thoſe to whom ſhe 
profeſs d a Priendiip; ſhe could not think a 
worthy Perſon under any Diſtreſs, without 
Preventing | their e TY affering every 
N 1 n 6 


* 1 * 


the Fortune ſhe was at preſent 'poſleſs'd of (till 
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thing in her power to ſerve them : and tho? 


Don Pedro had reſtor d her the much greater 
part ſtill in his hands) would not allow very 
_ conveniently of ſuch Liberalities; yet ſhe 
made Preſents, which by their Magnificence, 
had the Receivers been ignorant from whom 
they came, would rather have been imagin*d'ts 
flow from the Purſe of a Princeſs, than that of a 
private Gentle woman. Donna Berillia, youngeſt 
Daughter to her Couſin Don Jabin, experi- 
enced her Bounty this way; for being con- 
demned much againſt her Inelinations to a 
Nunnery (as in Spain, where a Grandee has a 
numerous Family, and not an equal Affluence 
of Wealth, rather than match them below their 
Birth, 'tis common to beſtow one or more of 
them in that manner, where'for eight or nine 
hundred Crowns they are provided for, for their 
Lives) the generous Emanuella never left ſolli- 
citing her Father to ſuſpend his Deſign, till ſhe 
ſhould receive the remainder of her Fortune as 
the King had promiſed ſhe fhould; aſſuring 
him that ſhe would add to what he muſt be 
obliged to give to place her in a Cloiſter, as 
much as would make her equal to what he de- 
ſign'd for her other Siſters. Don Jabin was 
very loth to accept of what ſhe offer d; tel- 
ing her it was not only a much greater Favour 
than he was willing to accept, but alſo a Sum 
beyond what ſhe could conveniently ſpare”: 
but ſhe ſtopp'd his mouth, ' begging him to be- 
lieve the Company of Beril/ia was cheaply par 
chaſed at that Rate; and that for his other 
Objection, ſhe would eaſily make it up, by 
retrenching Expences, leſs pleaſing to herſelf 
than that would be. NI 
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THIS young, Lady fo highly obliged to 
' Emanuella for this Proof of her Friendſhip, one 
| would think ſhould never have obliterated the 
Memory of it; but what Engagements are. of, 
force to bind a Thankleſs and Ungrateful 


Mind! The Averſion ſhe had for a monaſtick 


Life, was ſoon diſcover'd by the penetrating. 
Eyes of her Couſin, to proceed from her too 
great Affection for a young Fop, who had no- 
thing to recommend him to the Approbation of 
of a Woman of Diſcretion; and talking to her 
with a little more warmth than was uſual on 
this Occaſion, the other reſented it as tho 

ſhe took that Liberty on the account of what 
ſhe had promiſed to her Father, and from that 
Moment conceiv'd ſo great a Hatred, that it 
grew uneaſy to herſelf, becauſe ſhe. had no 
Opportunity to make the other feel the Effects 


of it—But being naturally as cunning as re- 


vengeful, ſhe conceal'd her Sentiments, and 
under the mask of Friendſhip, watch'd all her 
Actions, ſtill hoping ſome unguarded Minute 
might arrive, in which ſhe; ſhould be able to 
diſcover ſomething to expoſe her for. But not 
all her Dilligence could furniſh what ſhe want- 


ed; Emanuelia, among the multiplicity of her 


Adorers, behav'd herſelf in ſach a manner, 
that might. defy the ſtricteſt Scrutiny all 
her Actions all her Words ——— all her 
Looks, were govern'd by Prudence, and her 
malicious Obſerver began to think it would 
be but Labour loſt to attempt to blaſt either 
her Virtue or Reputation. But alas! What 
Courage, what Diſcretion, what cool Reſerve, 
what Sanctity of Wiſhes can defend the 
Heart, when once the God of Love has found 

| | an 
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an Entrance there ! that Tyrant Paſſion lords 
it o'er the Mind, fills every Faculty, and leaves 
no room for any other Thought drives 
Conſideration far away — overturns Re- 
flection and permits no Image but it ſelf 
to dwell in Faney's Region. 'Fhe ſoft and 
tender Soul of Emanuella, was a fit Temple for 
the enſlaving Deity to work his utmoſt wonders 
in; and that ſnie no ſooner felt his Power, was 
not becauſe ſne was leſs ſuſceptible than o- 
thers of her Acquaintauce, but that her Taſte 
Vas more delicate, and ſo many different Perfe- 
ctions as were neceſſary to attract her Admi- 
Wes, were very difficult to be found in one 
an. 8 „„ TEST 1-6 | 
B UT Chance, or rather the Character of 
her Charms, at laſt, brought a Perſon to her 
ſight ſo conformable to the Mea ſhe had cre- 
ated in her Mind, of what would pleaſe her, 
that ſhe could not preſently diſtinguiſhi whe- 
ther it was ſtill the ſame delightful Viſion her 
extenſive Fancy had dreſs d up with all the Or- 
naments of Art and Nature, or a real Subſtance. 
This moſt lovely, this accowpliſh'd Gentle- 
man, was call'd Emilins, a young Roman 
Count, who, having viſited almoſt all the 
Courts of Europe, happen'd at this time to be 
at Madrid. He heard talk of Emanuella, as of 
the greateſt wonder there; and having ſeen all 
other Curioſities, could not be ſatisfied to leave 
the Place, without firſt being an Eye-witneſs 
of thoſe Perfe&ions, whieh Fame ſo laviſhly 
reported. The Carnival coming on, he had 
hope the Freedom of the Diverſions uſed in 
that Seaſon, might afford him an Opportunity 
he long had vainly languiſn'd for: Nor 25 
| | 9 
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he deceived. Emanuel/a, who had not been ac- 
cuſtorned to thoſe ſeyere Reſtrictions of Beha - 
viour the Spaniſh Jealouſy obliges the Females 
of their Family to gbſerve, was glad to lay hold 
of all Opportunities to indulge the natural. 
Gaiety of her Humour; and accompanied by 
Donna Berillia, and other Ladies of her Acquain- 
tance, took part in all the innocent Liberties 
the time allow'd. As they were on their Ram- 
bles one day, the watchful Count, having Intel- 


ligence to whoſe Houſe they were going, found 


means to be introduced to the Maſter of it: 
There happened to be a great Aſſembly of 
Gentlemen and Ladies ; but preſently inform- 
ing himſelf which was Emanuela, he ſingled 
her out; and in entertaining her, it was difficult 
to ſay Whether he gave, or receiv'd the greater 
Pleaſure. She thought ſhe had never ſeen any 
thing ſo agreeable and witty, and he found her 
ſo far ſurpaſſing all the Deſcriptions had been 
made him, that tho' he had arm'd himſelf with 
all the Reſolution he was Maſter of, to regard 
her only with Admiration, a tenderer Paſſion, in 
ſpite of him, ſoon took up all his Soul—He 
could not gaze, without admiring; nor ad- 
mire, without deſiring: But tho' he found 
that he had very much receded from that Re- 
ſolution he had form'd before he ſaw her, yet, 
till he ſaw her no more, he knew not how 
much The height of Paſſion is never fo 


truly experienced as in Abſence——when from 
our longing Eyes, the «.dear-lov'd Proſpect 
flies and our tranſported Ears no more are 
bleſt—whar Senſe cannot beſtow Imagination's 


Force ſupplies, and brings the Charmer to our 
raviſh'd View—in ſpite of diſtance, we ſee ! 
| We 


m_— 
Tl HRS oy 


=, 6 ow * * vw 
F 


— 
— - ay 5 £ 
rr 
- * ws 


„ 


— 
IY 
Ws. 
F 2 
1 
1 
= 
4 
„ 
11 
54.8 
4 
mo 
21 
mn” 
- 
_Y.. 
"Bi 
W 
1 
SF > 
2 
* 
Ret 
22 
KT, 
+ 
= 
9 
"7 
8 
9 
F i 
2 
3 
[% 
+ 
* 
= 
. 7 
FS 
* 
4 
* 
A 
$5. $4 
"1 
" 
3X3 
4 
1 ; 
4 
oy 


. I 
n n 1 * 
"— EDT rents Ve. MEND: APCs An AM 267 


— 7 * 
® 5% „ » 


ENF ILSS + Ho 4% 
al — * * AS A, g 


. 
— 
r $2.20 8 
— IS 2 
r 
— = — 
pune 
— 


+ _ 
* r 
as "2" Go p33 — 


Dr 
— 42 3 2 


a2 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 


80 
R —˙ r : H .-. 
444 ——ͤ — — — 
0 , =Y TE 4 — — — _— —— Se — 
— — 


[1 
$ 
1 

14 e 
1 
1 

16 

14 

1 

? : 
in) 

> ih 

1 Tt 

* 

5 

5 

1 

| : 

1 

. 

= 

1 

18 

= 

1 

8399 [ 

4 f 

® $4 > 

1 

15 

"7 

4 - 

1 

= 


we hear! we graſp the lovely Phantom, and 


taſte, in Theory, ten thouſand Joys; till Reaſon, 
envious of the airy Bliſs, chaſes the bright Ideas 
from our Minds, ' and ſhows us what we 


Are. | 


'I'T was in theſe waking Dreams the amo- 


rous Count beguil'd the Pains of Abſence ; but 
he was too much of the "Temper. of his 


Sex to content himſelf without a Happineſs 
more ſubſtantial: A perfect Knowledge of 
his own Attractions, and frequent Experience 
how little it was in the power of any Woman 
to withſtand the influence of them, made him 
not deſpair of finding the fame Senſibility in 
Emanuella, as he had done in others; and 
imagined he wanted nothing but an Opportu- 
nity to acquaint her with his Paſſion, to in- 
ſpire an equal one in her. The firſt Step there- 
Re, that he made towards the ingratiating 


himſelf, was to write; and, beſides the being 


pretty much accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Billets, 
the Paſſion he was at preſent fir'd with, help'd 
him to diate one tender enough to make her 
believe he lov d her, and too reſpectful not to 
give her an Opinion, his Deſigns were accom- 
panied with the ſtricteſt Honour. The Words 
ware mthete: | 7-2 | 
To the Incomparable Donna E MA. 

I... Ea 


* F O REI attempt to make baue che impa- 
tient Dictates of my Soul, I would call all the 
Aids of Wit—of pity-moving Eloquence—and ſoft 


Perſuaſion, to inſpire my Pen, and teach me Arts t0 
which J am yet a Stranger But that a ſecret Im- 


pulſe 
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pulſe from within, bids me beware—tells me Since 
rity diſdains the Ornaments f Words, and looks 
moſt lovely: in her naked Meaning Tet dare ] 
not proceed——O that my Guardian Augel——the 
WWitneſs of my Sighs, my Tears, my long Endurings, 
my reſtleſs Days, and agonizing Nights, would 
leave his Charge one Moment, and gently whiſper in 
your Ear how much I love——how much I ſuffer —— 
At length the Secret isr eveal'd——O wondrous Force 


of Paſſion ! that while it drives, reſtrains, and 


ſpeaks in Silence—T have confeſs d I love—but 0 
what hope that you'll permit me to atteſt this Truth 
by all the Services of my future Life? I have no 
Parents here, no Friend, no Merits to excuſe this 
bold Preſumption, and plead my Cauſe—but if E- 
manuella has a Penetration ſuch as her Eyes, aud 


Wit, have perſuaded me to think, that has already 
told her more in my behalf than any Tongue could 


utter. The wild Confuſion in my Countenance— 
the Inconnexiou of my Words, when all ſurprix d 
aſtoniſp d at the Wonders of your Charms, 1 by a 
thouſand ways betrayd my Senſe of them the feu 


Hours I had the Bleſſing of entertaining you, at the 


Houſe of Don Franciſco But I am too pre- 
ſuming ] fear the excellent Emanuella, ſo uſed to 
conquer, regarded not a Triumph ſo unworthy of her 
Obſervation——1If ſo, I am indeed undone but 
as *tis natural to wiſh Pity for remedyleſs Misfor- 
tunes, be ſo divinely good to allow me that ; and if 
you chance to hear of an unhappy Stranger, who 
falls a Martyr to Love's powerful Flame, know it is 
he who living or dying muſt be "0 
a Your everlaſting Votary, 
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44 The Raſh Reſolve : 


P. S. As I have paſs*d many Nights in contem· 
lation under your Window ; permit me to diſturb 


an Hour Repoſe of yours wth che Mufick this E- 
 Tvening. about twelve or one a- clock. 


1F what witty felt from the "ry View 
of Emilius was not yet arrived to a Paſſion; it 
was. enough to afford an infinity of Pleaſure in 
receiving this; Which, indeed, ſhe was not 
without ſome ſecret Expectations of, having, as 
he judiciouſly enough obſerv'd, a Diſcernment 
which ſeldom deceiv'd her, and eaſi ily inform'd 
her the Emotions that appeared in his Face 
were occaſion d only by her Preſence ; had ſhe 
been as quick in diſcovering the Humours of 
her oon Sex, ſhe had eſcap'd the greateſt part 
of the Misfortunes which ſoon after came upon 
her—Bur as intimate as ſhe was with Donna 
Berilia, ſhe forbore to acquaint her with this 
Affair, not out of any ſuſpicion ſhe would be- 
tray it, or make any Conjecture to her diſad- 
vantage ; but that perceiving ſhe {till carried 
on an Amour with that young Spark already 
mentioned, ſhe thought to acknowledge herſelf 
a Lover, would be to leflen the Prerogative ſhe 
ITY in adviſing the other, When Night came, 
ſhe was very much purplex'd how-to get rid 


of her; and not being willing ſhe ſhould ſtay till 


rheCount came to the Window, made a Pretence 
of being a little indiſpos'd, and ſaid ſhe would 
g0 to Bed: but the oflicious Creature would 
not be ſo pur off ; and being of a ſuſpicious 
Temper, preſently. imagin'd there was ſome- 
thing more than ordinary in the Caſe, that 
made her Couſin, contrary to her Cuſtom, 10 


r 17 mould leave her; and beſides, ſhe 
* 5 fancied 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 45 
fancied ſhe had been more thoughtful of late 
than uſual : Therefore putting all this together, 
ſhe reſolv'd, if poſſible, to find out the mean- 
ing of it; and imagining that this Night 
might produce - fomething which would tend 
to a Diſcovery, ſhe ſtir'd not from the Cham- 
ber, under colour of taking care of her, till 


 Emanuella had been ſome time in Bed. Nor 


after ſhe left her, did ſhe retire to her own 
Chamber; but putting out the Lights, con- 
ceal'd herſelf in one adjoining to her's, and 
from which ſhe could eaſily hear every thing 
that ſtir'd in it. She had not long ſtood Cen- 
tinel, before ſhe was ſurpriz'd with the Sound 
of Muſick which the Count had brought to ſe- 
renade his Miſtreſs; ſhe preſently drew nearer 
to a little Window that was in the Room, and 
the Inſtruments being tun'd, accompanied a 
Voice which in very Harmonious Accents ſang 
theſe Stanzas; 5 5 


"1. 


From bright Emanuella's Charms, 

Ah what Relief is found? 

She every way the Soul alarms ! 
And never fails to wound. 


1 JI 
Reaſon aud Love, once Foes profeſ/d, 


Their utmoſt Forces join © 
And make the moſt obdurate Breaſt, 
Confeſs her all Divine ! | 


III. 
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to Gallantries of this kind, that Berillia would 


not have thought any farther of this, than any 


other Serenade, had ſhe not immediately after 
the Song heard her open her Window: A Con- 
deſcenſion ſhe never had made before, to any 
who aim'd at theSecret to pleaſe her, was ſuffi- 
cient to aſſure the FairInquiſitive,thar whoever 
the Perſon below was, he was poſſeſs' d of an 
uncommon Share of Emanuella's Favour, and 
made her liſten to the Converſation they pre- 
{ently after begun, with all the Attention ſhe 
was able, to diſcover, if poſſible, the happy Man 
{0 remarkably diſtinguiſh'd. 

THE moment Emanuel/a appear'd at her 
Window, Emilins, after having made a Sign to 
thoſe that accompanied him to retire, came as 
near as he could to it; and in a low Voice, 
Can you forgive divine Emanzella ! ſaid he, my 
keeping you from that Repoſe which might 


probably afford you Entertainments more ele- 


gant than any you can find abroad. I ſhould 
be very cruel to my ſelf, anfwer 4 ſhe, and un- 
juſt to vous. ſhould the too nice Reſerves of 
the Country we are in, oblige me to ſhun a 
Pleaſure ſuch as you have juſt now afforded 
me; and as I had my eh in a place of 
greater Liberties, I ſhall "ON no Scruple of 

con- 


\ 
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continuing to indulge my ſelf in all choſe in- | 
nocent ones I have been accuſtomed to; among = 
which, I account a free Converſation with Per- 3d 
ſons of your Sex, provided always their Beha-, 
viour is what Honour and Decency will al- 
low of. The Man fo favour'd (reſum'd the Count) 
muſt be unworthy indeed, who could not form a 
Humour, if not born with him, ſuited to thoſe 
Principles which alone are capable of recom- 
mending him to a Woman of leſs Virtue than 
the adorable Emanuella. O (continued he, with a 
beſeeching Accent) that Virtue, Honour, and 
Sincerity, were the only. Requiſites ro make 
the Man poſleſs'd of them deſerving Emanuella s 
Favour! The Man who can prove himſelf 
(return d ſhe) poſleſs'd of them, needs no other 
Qualification to a Woman capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing what is truly meritorious. A great deal 
more of this kind of Converſation had doubt- 
leſs paſs d between them, had they not been 
interrupted by another Set of Muſick, who 
placed themſelves under the Window for the 
ſame purpoſe the Count had done. Emanuella, 
willing to ſhow the Deference ſhe paid him, 
bad him Good-night, and immediately with- 
drew: Berillia, who had heard every Word 
that had paſs'd, made her own Conſtruction of | 
it, and rejoiced that ſhe had found ſomething 
wherewith ſhe might let the World know Ema- 
nuella was not without her Softneſſes, as well as 
thoſe ſhe took the liberty of blaming. 
BUT while ſhe paſs'd the time in a thou- 
ſand ill-natur'd Contrivances how to dreſs up 
the Affair ſhe had diſcover'd in the worſt Co- 
Tours, the Lovers were employ'd in Contem- 
plations far different Emanuella, who had 
1 | been 


48 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
been extreamly charm'd with the Perſon and 
Behaviour of her new Adorer, from the firſt 
time ſhe ſaw him, was flattering herſelf with 
the Idea of a world of Satisfaction in the 
Proof of his Sincerity ; and he, on the other 
ſide, was no leſs tranſported, that ſhe ſeem'd 
_ willing to be aſſured he really was what he 
pretended. bh 
THE next day, at both Morning and E- 
vening Prayers, ſlie did not fail of ſeeing him; 
where inſtead of paying her Devotions to 
Heaven, ſhe was buſied in receiving them her- 
ſelf from the enamour'd Count. At Night by 
Appointment ſhe entertain'd him from her 
Window, and thus it continued for ſeveral 
Weeks; he fill ſeeming to encreaſe in the fer- 
vency of his Paſſion, and ſhe in believing it 
But while in theſe Senſe-enſnaring Amuſements 
he ſuffered her Soul to be employ'd, Berillia 
was nor idle in reporting all ſhe knew, and a 
thouſand times more, to every one ſhe was 
acquainted with; and in a little time *rwas 
rown the common talk that Emanuella, the 
reſery*d diſcreet Emanuella, was fallen in Love 
with a young Gentleman who was a Stranger 
in Madrid, and from whom ſhe could have no 
Aſſurance that he was not already married, or 
under Engagements, which inHonour ſhe ought 
not to break through. yy”; 
EMANUELL A, however, was fo 
much reſpected by all that knew her, that no 
one would ſhock her Ears with any ſuch Dit- 
courſes ; till ſome of the Old and Grave having 
got notice of it, and fearing her Behaviour in 
this Point might ſerve as a Precedent to their 
own Daughters and Neices, made no Scruple 
| to 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 49 
to ſpeak of this Affair to Don Jabin with a 
good deal of Severity; and he to repreſent it 
to her as. a very great Soleciſm in that Decorum 

ſhe had hitherto fo ſtrictly preſerved. She 
could not hear him without a ſenſible Alarm 
but alas! ſhe lov'd and was by this time too 
far enter'd into the fatal Maze, to be able to 
extricate herſelf ; there appeared a Proſpect of 
too much Felicity in continuing her Converſa- 
tion with the charming unt, for her to reſign it 
for any of thoſe dull Conſiderations he endea- 
vour'd 'to inſpire her with ; and beſides all 
this, tho* ſhe had a Wiſdom far above her 

\ Years, ſhe in this point and in many others alſo 
was apt a littl® roo much to depend on her 
own Strength of Reaſon ; and the only Fault 
ſhe was guilty of, was Seh- ill. 

T' HE Adventure being ſo publick, ſhe 
thought ſhe might now communicate it to 
Berillia; little ſuſpecting it was through her 
means it had firſt been talked of: and. that 
malicious and deſigning Creature, glad of this 
Opportunity to make her Conduct appear yet 
more blameable, ſooth'd the Humour ſhe was 
in, by all the Arts ſhe was Miſtreſs of 
She talk d continually of the Count, ſhe 
praiſed. his Shape, his Air, his Wit; and 
whoever has known any thing of Love, will 
confeſs, how dangerous it .is for a Perſon, en- 
tring into that State, to. liſten to ſuch Diſ- 
courſes ; of an Object which already appears 
but too Amiable. Emanuela ſuck'd in the de- 
licious Poiſon, and thought the deceitful In- 
{tiller of it her beſt of Friends: Why, ſaid ſhe, 
ſhould you deprive your ſelf of the Pleaſure 


of conyerſing with the Man you Love, and 
ee + H who | 


— 5 . - 
1. 
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50 - The Raſh Reſolue: or, 
who has the tendereſt Regard for you, only 
to ſatisfy a buſy Crowd, who only becauſe 
they are themſelves incapable of taſting thoſe 
refin'd Delights which Love affords, would 
deny them to another——Theſe ſort of Argu- 
ments won the Fair deluded, intirely to re- 
folve on holding a Correſpondence with the 
Count which Berillia perceiving, thought ſhe 
might now act as ſhe pleaſed ; and aiming at 
her Ruin, took theſe Means to bring it a- 
bout. | 
I was no difficult matter to inform her- 
ſelf where the Count lodg'd ; which as ſoon as 
ſhe had done, ſhe writ a little Billet to him, 
the Contents of which were in this manner: 


To Count E MILIUS. 


Mr Lonp, 1 0 
IHE Paſſion which Donna Emanuella re- 
gards you with, is not ſo much a Secret, but 
that I know, and pity it: 1 blame her not for 
loving a Gentleman of your Accompliſhments ; but 1 
have too much Friendſhip for her, not to be angry 
that ſhe confines herſelf to a Reſerve which makes 
ber fo unhappy. I would very fain have you come to a 
more perfect Underſtanding of each other's Senti- 
timents; aud that you may do fo, have contriv'd a 
way to bring you together, in ſpite of.-thoſe dull For- 
malities which have hitherto kept you at a diſtance. 
He at the Back-Gate, which opens into the little 
Parade, about the Hour of Tavelve this Evening, 
and you fhall be conducted to the Preſence of jour 


. CY <4 - 
e 40S 0 ee «5 2 C 0 pn Ws. T - Cas. 1 Fs =M . , '< Y F Was — - $ 
"+. +, a ory fy Mae's ener 5 #3 TT Fw 9 Set; lg. ts; v3 MANS <0 7 * e . I WES 28 / I N if ** n r * SS 5 — e 
j * N . W 4 LS YES. r 5 Ta — f 2 EE LEES a 3 . Sg. 1 9 "SEN 1 r P9SRoE- — — 7 F A * * EY 2 . 9 3 
. Se 3 r "gu I» A ö DOD I TED ASITALLAES SES 2 oi Ian Br Or Og ont OE > Ae r FOE So Gs PP 6m n n 
e at ANDY VE I DIS. EF FFF = >; © 9 2 Rn IG r . oor et er YC e IRS oY EI I» e 


ne 5 2 
1 g * 
— — . — —————— 
2 Nee e eee ee e a — — — dmpng nr, — ESI — — — — 
< — 8 — 28 - — — — 
— 2 — ——— rs — — — gennm rv — — — — — — — — 
— — 
— —— — 
— — — = hog. — — 2 —E—ũ4ñ . at — — pres cmet — ITN — — 
Ina ov a — — AS Tutte — — — 
— — — =_ — — — — — A ce s _ . 2 
. — a i . 
0 — — — —— — ar Lt . 


yl þ . adored Emanuella, by her\who would be a Friend to 5 
1 © IM BERILLIA MM 
ö 5 


—— — — 
- . * 


* _ — — — . 
£ _— - — 
— Steen acts 
y —— — — — ea 

- — 

* — 
* - . 

— —— — — py nan» os 


— 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 51 4 
P. S. I Eno not to what a height the Affectation | A 
of Diſcretion may tranſport Emanuella, if ſhe ſhould | 
know 1 ſent to you; and befides, it will be better 
taken, if the Contrivance appears wholly your own— 

Let this therefore be a Secret; be ready to atteſts Y 
what you ſhall hear me ſay— and you may be 4 

Happy Adieu. 115 £14 ated IJ 


WHETHER Emillius was really poſleſs'd 

of all thoſe Qualities which go to the making 

up a perfect Lover, the Reader will be able 
to determine, when his future Behaviour ſhall 
be related; but *tis certain he had all the Aſſi- 
duity, Impatience, Ardency of Deſire of the 
moſt Paſſionate, and could not receive this In- 

telligence of a Friend ſo unexpected, and ſo 

capable of .ſerving him, without an infinity 

of nſport He watched the Hour, and 
went according to Appointment; where he had 
not waited a moment, before Berillia appeared 

to introduce him. He made her a thouſand © 
Compliments for the Favour ſhe did him; to 

all which ſhe made but ſhort Anſwers, ha- 
ving other Matters in her Head —— The 
Family not being all in Bed, ſhe told him he 
mult be content to divert himſelf in Contem- 
plation, till ſne could find an Opportunity to 
get Emanuella into the Garden. He bow'd and 
obey'd, only intreated her to be as expedi= < 
tious as poſſible, leſt any body coming to walk, 

as the Sweetneſs of the Evening might proba- 
bly invite ſome one or other, he ſhould be diſ- 
cover'd : Which ſhe aſſuring him ſhe wou'd, 
and placing him in anArbour where he was the 
tealt liable to be ſeen, left him to feaſt in Ima- 
HOY : 2 >: ginatioa 


Y 
F 
9 
* 
12 4 
# 
1 
2 
Ts 
- 
0 
5 
2 
7 
"7 
* 
+43) 
8 
pl 
7 * 
© 
0 „ 
4 gt 
o 4 
Wo 
* 
3 
FT 4 
. 
1 
s 
L 
"4d 
"#4 
* 7 
N 
. 
__ 
"3 } 
2 
Ws: 
= 
or! 
4 
SI 
. Thi 
M0 
va 
+ 
> 
* 
. 
Fo 
7 
4 5 
1 
. 
3 
1 


3 


— > S- 
LED _ 

— e 
Terre 


— ” 
* ys , 
_ — n — 
— — —E—ꝛ— — — — — — — — — 
—— — — — — 
* 8 — . * —_ . 
—— - — —— 
eq - — - —— 
» — 1 0 — — —— - as 
- 


— A TER TP 6 REC" earner 


ne - > N 9 — 
. ² A o ar ann ay 1 ein 5 — — 
2 5 5 oy * q I LD o 
r — — . 
— — — . Ws — a ” * 


r ge : . —— 
: - v2.50: 2 gs. 19 * * —— — 
2 aw. &,} Ot « a weed 
K * 88 - 1 * 


ä — — 

— 5 
2. 0 

— 3 


——— — — 


— ——— — — SO 
a EE ence 1 * 
er e We * te. ——— — 
_ — —̃ä — 
— r b 
— — ————— 
— 


— by —— noID — — 
— — — — — — —— 
— — — 4 = on 5 — — — — — — 


22 — .. 


— 


gination on the Pleaſures he was ſhortly to 


before, And is he here? ſhe cry d. I will 


5 N 
5 


_- 


enjoy in Reality. oe 
SHE kept her Word, and he had waited 
but a very little Time before he perceiv'd her 
returning, and Emanuella with her: he re · 
ftrain*d the Tranſports of his bounding Heart, 


and continued to conceal himſelf till he ſhould 


receive his Cue from Berillia; and perceiving 
they were coming down the Walk which led 
to the Arbour he was in, ſtood cloſe behind 
the ſhelter of ſome Jeſſamin and Fillaree, with 
which it was covered. As they came. pretty 
near, he heard Berillia ſay to her fair Couſin, 
Why, my Dear, ſhould you perſiſt in this Severi- 
ty to your ſelf and him you love? Had you but 


heard with how much Tenderneſs with how 


much Zeal—he pleaded for Admittance, and 
begg d me to aſſiſt his Suit, the Suit of burning, 
raging, deſperate, dying Love, you could not 
may, you ought not to have denied him. But 
finee” you have, anſwer'd Emanuella ſome what 

peevifhly, why do you now upbraid me with it? 
Suppoſe” I had not, would you have forgiven 

me? (haſtily reſum'd the other.) There is no need 

(ſaid ſpe) of asking what I would have done, 
fince you have not put me to the tryal. Well 
then; (&y'd Berillia, eaſily perceiving her Inclina- 
tions) ſuppoſe J really, in pity of his Suffer- 


ings have ventur'd to admit him; fuppoſe he 


is now in this very Garden full of impatient 
Wiſhes, and trembling with Deſire to throw 
himſelf beneath your Feet; will you conſent to 
pardon what I have done? Emanuellu, whoſe 


Soul was full of diforder'd Emotions, ſcarce- 


Iy ſuffered her to bring our theſe laſt Words 
aq 


5 D co ey 
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no longer hide it from you (reh d Berillia) and 
whether you condemn, or thank my Conduct, 
cannot but take the part of a Paſſion which to | 
me appears ſo truly meritorious . But tis 
in his Words, thoſe Words which contrary to 
the Laws of Friendſhip, wrought me to intro- 
duce him, that I muſt hope to be clear d in 
your Opinion Appear ! my Lord (conti- 
pued ſhe, raifing her Voice a little) appear] and 
charm her to Forgiveneſs of. us, both. She 
had no ſooner ſpoke this, than-ruſhing from 
behind his leafy Screen, he threw himſelf at 
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her Feet, embraced her Knees, warm'd her 
Hands with ten thouſand burning Sighs, and 
miſſed no Art of : ſoft, ſeducing Loye, to melt 
her tender Soul, and make it all his own. _ 
As prodigious a ſhare, as all who knew her 
acknowledged her to have of Wit, ſhe ſaw 
not that theſe were common Arts, which thoſe, 
leaſt capable of Paſſion, make'uſe. of When 
ever excited, either by Intereſt, or Vanity; 
and that both theſe Inducements tended po -- 
erfully to draw an Attempt of this kind on 
her, ſhe might have known, had ſhe conſt- 
dered how much the Reputation of having 
a vaſt Fortune would gratify the one, and her 
well-known, and univerſally admired Perfec- 
tions the other. But alas ! not this Reflection, 
nor the Remembrance that a thouſand. times 
ſhe had heard, from others unmov d, the ſelf- 
ſame rhings which now ſhe liſten'd to, had 
any power over her She loyd and 
lov'd in proportion to the Delicacy of her 
other Sentiments Her Notions were more 
retin'd—her Paſſion more elegant than thoſe 
of other Women ; and having been bred to 
" WEE . 
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54, The Raf Reſolve: or; 
"believe Sincerity one of the higheſt Virtues, ſhe 
could not ſuſpect a want of it in the Man ſhe 
had ſo good an Opinion of; nor deviate from 
the Rules of it ſo far herſelf, as to affect 
an Anger ſhe was far from being poſſeſs d 
of—Her Words, her Looks, her every Action 
betray'd the Withes of her 'Heart—confeſs'd 
her Tranſport——and told him that he could 
not ſue i in vain. Berillia Was infinitely ſatiſ· 
fied in the Obſervations ſhe made, and that 
treacherous” Creature receiv*d'a thouſand pub- 
lick Teſtimonies of Gratitude from the one, and 
private ones from the other, which ſhe was 
far from deſerving. 

THE amorous Pair Ray'd not a los time 
together, leſt any Accident ſhould betray 
their Converſe to Don Jabin or his Lady, 
whom Emanuella yet was very loth ſhould 
know the Secret of her Inclinations—bur' the 
perſuaſive Count would not depart, without her 
Permiſſion to return the next Night in the ſame 
manner as he had done this nor would ſhe 
have been well ſatisfied, had he appeared leſs 
preſſing And they took leave with leſs Regret 
than Lovers uſually do, becauſe they both A 
red themſelves of a zealous Promoter of their 
3 Happineſs in the Friendſhip of Be- 
ing. 

M A NY Nights paſs'd over as this had 
Tb. and at laſt Berillia having brought 
things pretty near to the pirch ſhe aim'd ar, 
under pretence of waiting in the Garden to 
receive Emilius, would let in her own Lover 
(who neither being approv'd of by her Father, 
nor any of her Friends, ſhe could ſee but by 


ſtealth). and when ſhe "found Enanuella and 
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The Untimely Diſcouery. 55 
the Count were engag' d in a Converſation 
which a third Perſon might be ſpar'd, ſhe 
conſtantly retir d to another part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of 
the Company of the Man ſhe -lov/d, and the 
Probability of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. 
Not that any thing had yet paſs'd between 
thoſe two amiable Perſons, but what was ac- 
countable to the ſtricteſt Virtue; yet the 
Paſſion ſhe found them both poſſeſs d oft—— 
the Opportunities ſhe allow'd them 
the continual Hints ſhe gave the Cuunt, not 
to let Modeſty be his Enemy——and the Ar- 
tifices ſhe daily, almoſt hourly, made uſe. of 
to melt Emanuella's Soul, and turn her all into 
Defire ; gave her liberty (who knew Nature 
pretty well) to imagine an unguarded Minute 
might arrive, which might perfectly compleat 
her baſe Deſign, and reduce the envy d Fair to 
a Condition both blameable and pitiable. 
THE Y were now arriv'd to ſuch a height 
of Love confeſs'd, that the moſt binding 
Vows of everlaſting Conſtancy had paſs'd be- 
tween them ———Emilius often preſs'd that 
the Ceremony of th& Church might put it 
paſt the power of even Fate it felt ro deprive 
him of the Bleſſing ſhe had made him hope. But 
Emanuella would by no means conſent, till the 
return of the Ships ſent for that purpoſe 
ſhould make her Miſtreſs of that Wealth which 
was her Due. As ſhe then was, ſhe might 
have look d on a Marriage with the Count as 
extreamly to her Intereſt ; but as ſhe expected 
to be, the Advantage was wholly on his Side : 
And among the other Niceties of her Paſſion, 
this was one, never to endure to be obliged to 
25 | the 
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56 The Raſh Reſolue: bi, 
the Man ſhe lov'd. Their mutual Vows 
however, and her firm Reſolution to marry 
him affoon as this Affair was ſettled, gave, as 
it were, a Sanction to much greater Freedoms 
than otherwiſe he would have dar'd to have 
taken, or ſhe would have permitted; and at 
laſt, O how dangerous is it to tranſgreſs, 
even the leaſt Bounds of that Reſerve which 
is enjoined by Virtue for our Guard! from 
one Liberty they ventur'd on another, till ra- 
pacious, greedy Love, too conſcious of his 
Power, encroached on all, and nothing left for 

DONNA Berillia had too much Experience 
in theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly ſenſible of 
what had happen'd, tho” Emanuella's Modeſty, 
and perhaps already 'a ſecret Remorſe, would 
not ſuffer her to make any one a Confidant 
in this Part of the Story; and the miſchie- 
vous Wretch having ſo much of her Wiſh 
compleated, began to ſtudy how ſhe ſhould 
Þring about the remainder; that of expoſing 
the Diſhonour her Inſinuations had in a great 
meaſure help'd to occaſion, and bring on her 
unhappy Couſin, the Shame and Miſery, as well 
as Guilt, which waits on a too fond Belief. 
"FOR TUNE ſeem'd to take pleaſure 
in aſſiſting her Malice; and before ſhe could 
find an Opportunity to execute any thing ſhe 
had form'd, gave an unexpected Shock, which 
without her aid, would have made a Woman 
of Emanuella's "Temper, unfortunate to the 
laſt degree; and it was with an infinity of 
inward Torment ſhe received the News that 
all thoſe vaſt Poſſeſſions left her by her Father, 
nd which had been ſo long detained by the 
8 Baſeneſs 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 57 
Baſeneſs of Don Pedro, having been diſpos'd of, 
and turn'd into ready Caſh, and Bills for the 
Convenience of Exportation, by a ſudden Storm 
were loſt, and not above two or three of the 
Sailors eſcap'd to bring the fatal Tydings. So 
dreadful a Misfortune wou'd ſcarce have been 

ſupportable by moſt young Ladies; but Ema- 
nuella confidered it in a deeper Senſe than bare- 
ly to be reduc'd from one of the greateſt For- 
tunes to the meaneſt; ſhe had never ſer any 
higher Value on Wealth, than as it might be 
ſerviceable to her Friends; and now, having 
one who was dearer to her than her Soul — 
one to whom ſhe had made the greateſt Con- 
deſcenſions, and one whoſe Eſtate ſhe imagined 
was not very large, and whoſe Expectations 
wou'd be ſtrangely diſappointed in this Loſs,” | 
made her regret it with an inconceivable Af- 
fliction. She had delay'd marrying him, till 
ſhe was actually in poſſeſſion of what ſhe knew 
wou'd make him perfectly eaſy ; and to be cer- 
tain it never wou'd be in her power to make 
him any other Preſent than herſelf, gave her 
Agonies which not all her Fortitude could ena- 
ble her to ſuſtain with Patience. Had ſhe 
been Empreſs of the World, Emilius ſhould have 
ſhar*d' that Grandeur with her; but ſhe lov'd 
him with a Paſſion too refin'd, to be content he 
ſhou'd ſhare with her an abject State of Life. 
Her Opinion had ſet him in ſo noble a Light, 
that ſhe doubted not of his Love, Honour, or 
Generoſity, and afſur'd herſelf that it would 
be wholly her own fault if the Vows he had 
made her, were not authoriz'd by the Cere- 


mony of the Church. 
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58 The Raſh Reſokve: or, 


THE Night after this diſtracting News 
was brought, ſhe would not be Kia: e to 
ſee the Count; and when Berilia ask'd her 
what ſhe ſhould ſay to him, ſhe knew not what 
to anſwer. Confus'd, and. wild, torn with 
a thouſand different Anxieties, Camerimes bid 
her reveal the fatal Secret. — Then, with the 
fame Breath, recall'd that Order. — „Ten him, 
I am undone, ( ſaid ſhe.) Tell him, that cruel 
Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of his Love, has 


preſently afrer, No, no, (reſum'd The) I will 


Satisfaction of taking one dear Adieu, yet one 
more fond Embrace before we part for ever. — 


gious Height as to deſtroy me — and at once 
rid me of the Pain of Thought — of Memo- 
ry — of curs'd Roa Berillia all this 
while ſeem'd to endeavour to perſuade her to 
Moderation, and entreated her not to ſhun his 
Preſence ; telling her, ſhe was certain to loſe 
her Sight would be an Affliction infinitely more 
inconſolable to him than that of her Eftate : 

but the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to con- 
vince her, ſhe contriv'd ſhou'd appear too weak 


than to be entruſted with a Meſſage to him, 
which ſhe reſolv'd to deliver in a manner little 
conformable to that in which it ſhould be 
giwen. 
T WI CE, or thrice, the perplex d 2 
nuella ſat perſelf down to write to her belov'd 
Emilius, and as oft lamented her Incapacity ; 
the Emotions of her Soul were too violent to 
permit any Coherence in her Words. — 55 
| a ter 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 59 
after a long debate within herſelf what would 
beſt become her Paſſion, and her Honour, de- 


ſir d Berillia to acquaint him with her Misfor- - 


tune; and gave her leave to let him know ſhe 


regretted ſuch a Diſappointment, only as ſhe 
thought it rendred her more unworthy of. him. 


Berilia rejoic'd beyond meaſure at this Op- 
portunity of executing what ſhe deſign d; aſ- 


ſur'd her ſhe would do in every thing as ſhe 
had commanded. — And by this means, ſaid the 
cunning Tngrate, I ſhall make a Tryal of his 
Conſtancy : for if Men are by Nature ſo ſelf- 
intereſted as they are reported, this Account 1 


have to give him, will prove his nobleſt Senti- 
ments. The Time for his Approach being ar- 


riv'd, broke off any farther Diſcourſe ; and ſhe 
went into the Garden to receive him, leaving 
the half- diſtracted Enanuella almoſt drown'd 
in Tears. ; 

T HE impatient Emilius was waiting at 
the Gate, full of a thouſand tranſporting Re- 
flections on the paſt, and pleaſing Expectations 
of coming Joys, when Berillia open'd it to him, 
and delaying to ſay any thing to him of What 
ſhe had to reveal, *till ſhe had brought him 
into the Arbour, the happy Scene which had 
ſo lately bleſt him ; ſhe then began to accoſt 
him in this manner. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, I have 
a Hiſtory to relate ſo little of a piece with thoſe 
I have already given you of Emanuela's Senſi- 
bility of your Merits, that I know not if you 


will forgive me for relating it. Emilius, whoſe 
Paſſion was infinitely greater than what moſt of 


his Sex, eſpecially after Enjoyment are poſſeſt 
of, cou'd not hear theſe Words, and miſs 
Emanuelia from the place ſhe us'd to be always 
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6 The Rue Reſolve: or, 
ready to receive him in, without an inexpreſ- 
ſible Diſorder ; which he could not preſently 
overcome, enough to be able to ask what it 
was ſhe meant. The artful Traytreſs, obſerving 
his Surprize, encreas'd it, by. ſpeaking in this 
manner. I ſee, my Lord, (reſum'd ſhe) you 
cannot hear any thing which offers at a diſco- 
very of Emanuella's Falſhood, without the ut- 
moſt Concern : Nor do I wonder at it, having 
been Witneſs of ſo many tender Proteſtations of 
an ardent Paſſion on both ſides. You may think 
it ſtrange, perhaps, that I, her Couſin, and her 
Friend, ſhould tell you this — but what is 
there in my power to do, which may conceal an 
Inconſtancy, which, tho' I ſhould invent ten 
thouſand Stratagems, in ſpite of me will ſhow 
= itſelf? I might indeed have made ſome Excuſe 
for her not ſeeing you this Night, which might 
have ſeem'd plauſible enough ; but what cou'd 
I have ſaid, which cou'd have beguil'd your Im- 
patience in the ſucceeding ones ? — Since then 
tis what you muſt know, ſooner. or later, I 
thought it the more generous part to acquaint. 
you with it early, and arm you for the Misfor- 
tune you will doubtleſs hear of in a little time 
from other Tongues than mine. The ena- 
mour d Count felt his Heart ſink in him all the 
time ſhe had been ſpeaking, and could hardly 
aſſume Spirit enough, when ſhe had done, to 
entreat her to let him know, in few Words, the 
Accident that had befallen him. I will, my 
Lord-! ſaid ſhe, — but firſt let me deliver the 
Mlieſſage I received from Emanuel/a : She bid 
me tell you, that having this day an Account of 
that Ship, in which her whole Fortune was 
truſted, being loſt, ſhe cannot think of marrying 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 61 
any Man, but one whoſe Eſtate can make 
up for the Deficiency of hers, and that yours 
cannot, ſhe has been inform d: Therefore 
there being a Neceſſity of breaking with you, 
thinks it improper to ſee you any more 
How (interrupted the Count) no more but ſo? 
a Neceſſity of breaking with me See me no 
more ! | | 
GOOD- Heaven! is it poſſible ſhe can ſo 
ſuddenly recede from that height of Paſſion ſhe 
laſt Night profeſs'd, and all at once degenerate 
into Coldneſs and damn'd Indifference But 
you. miſtake her ſure, and what is Over-Ten- 
derneſs miſconſtrue Hate———You'll ſoon be 
able to judge whether I do not, (reſum d Be- 
rillia, affecting an Air of Indignation ) But 
I ſhall give my ſelf no further trouble, but 
leave you to.the Proof. With theſe Words 
ſhe turn'd away, and ſeem'd as tho' ſhe 
would have gone out of the Arbour ; which 
Emillius perceiving, and repenting of what he 
had ſaid, catch'd hold of her by her Gown, 
Stay, Madam, ſtay, (cryd he.) Pardon the Di- 
ſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe the Pains you've 
rais'd by adding more Confirm the fatal 
Truth; tell me again my Emanuella's loſt 
that ſhe is unkind— indifferent falſe - and 
kill me with the Sound. Forbid it Heaven 
(reſum'd ſbe, ſofining her Voice and fitting down 
again) that Love ſhould have ſuch Power over a 
Heart like yours Rouze ! rouze, my 
Lord! your Soul, exert the nobler Faculties, 
think of her Deceit, Hypocriſy, Perjury, and 
forget her Charms. Had ſhe refuſed to marry 
you, thus fallen as ſhe is from all her Hopes, 
it had been a generous Proof of Selt-denial ; 
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62 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 


but know *tis all but feign'd, ſhe imagines 


ſeeming to ſhun, ſhe more engages your Pur- 


ſuit, and expects to be preſs'd to what ſhe 
-wiſhes—and ſhe will yield, depend upon it, if 
you inſiſt on the Performance of the Contract. 
Sill, ſtill, (reſum'd the impatient Count) you ſpeak 
in Riddles——Burt if ever Pity or Good-Na- 
ture ſway'd your Soul, let me conjure you, 
Madam, to explain. I will (ſaid ſhe) but you 
ſhall ſwear firſt by every thing that's Holy, 
never to utter to Emanuella or any other Per- 
ſon what I am about to ſpeak. I do (cry'd he) 
and may juſt Heaven renounce me when I 
break it. Know then (purſued fhe) that you 
have been deceiv'd, betray'd into a fictitious 
hope of marrying one who has been long fince, 
if Vows have any power, another's Wife: My 
felt was preſent at the Ceremony; but the un- 


happy Man was driven from her Arms, e'er 


Conſummation of their Loves. Emannella has 


a Heart too ſenſible of the tender Paſſion, to be 


long without an Object to inſpire it: in the 
ſhort Interval you happen'd to addreſs her, 
you know ro what a Length her Acceptation 
of thoſe Addreſles has carried her——She 
vail 'd indeed her looſer Flame under a Promiſe 
of Marriage, which I have already told you 
was not in her power to make good: How- 
ever it ſerved for a Pretence, believing (accord- 
ing to the Mutability which is imputed to your 


Sex) you would be well enough ſatisfied to de- 


cline your Claim before the Rerurn of the 
Ship Her Expectations there being croſt by 
your Conſtancy, and an Account ſhe has late- 
ly receiv'd of the ſudden Death of her Huſ- 
band, and the Loſs of her Fortune obliges her 

| | | to 
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to act the artful Part, and ſeem to be averſe 
ro what is moſt her Intereſt to wiſh But 
now my Lord! (continued ſhe with a well- 
counterfeited Concern) I am arrived to the black- 
eſt Point of all her Character, and what indeed 
induced me to lay open all the reſt——She has 
lately commenc'd a ſhameful Converſation 
with a Perſon whoſe Name I know not; but 
whom if you had ever feen, you would with me 
ac knowledge the Depravity of her Taſte 
But not to grow tedious in a Relation which 
can afford you but little Satisfaction, ſhe now, 
tho? not till now, deſigns to be your Wife, and 
only waits your proteſting not to live without 
her, to engage her yielding to ſave you from 
Deſpair. Hell firſt ſhall ſeize her (oy'd the 
Count, tranſported with the utmoſt Fury) let her 
chuſe a Fiend from thence, the fitteſt Para- 
mour, and make the Wretch ſhe has choſe her 
Property. Berilliz was in ſo much Rapture at 
the Succeſs of her Project, that it was very 
hard for her to counterfeit any longer the 
Concern ſhe had put on for the Baſeneſs of ſo 
near a Relation; and therefore having afreſh 
engag d his Vows of Secrecy, told him a long- 
er Stay might occaſion Suſpicion in Emanuella ; 
and receiving a thouſand 'Thanks from him 
for her friendly Caution, took her leave and 
went to Emanuella with the Story ſhe had pre- 
pared for ger. 90 | 
SHE found that unhappy Lady in the 
Poſture ſhe had left her, extended on the 
Floor,inthe moſt cruel Stormof agonizing Grief, 
and deſperate Love; but it was not in the 
power of all her Sufferings to turn the Heart 
of this more than Barbarian ; and when ſhe 
| __ ſaw 
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64 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
ſaw her riſe to meet her, and heard her, with 
an Accent which might have melted a Heart 


of Adamant, enquire how twas her dear 


Emilius look'd, what t was he ſaid; and a thou- 


ſand ſuch Queſtions which her Tenderneſs 
ſuggeſted; ſhe ſat for ſome Moments without 


making any Reply, and when ſhe did, it was 


in this manner: I am infinitely troubled, my 


dear Couſin (ſaidBerillia) that you employ 4 me 
in this Errand ; I know not what to do, whe- 
ther to relate the Truth, or amuſe you with a 
Falſhood be the moſt commendable: but ſum- 
mon all your Fortitude, arm your ſelf with 
Courage to diſdain the Baſeneſs, the groveling 
Diſpoſition of ſordid, ungrateful Man. Oh 
Heaven (cry'd Emanuella, ready to faint with 
| Apprekenfion) what means Berillia, what has 
Emilius done. All that can compleat a Van, 

(anſwered ſhe) a moſt conſummate Villain! 
TWICE did the poor Emanuella ſwoon 
away, before Berillia explain'd her cruel Mean- 
5 5 but being eager to add to her Affliction, 

as ſoon as ever ſhe was in a Condition to liſten 
to what ſhe ſaid ; Ceaſe, deareſt Couſin (yd 
Pe) to mourn; rather let generous Indignation 
fire your Breaſt, and arm you to diſdain not 
only the perfidious Count, but the whole Race 
of Man- The cold, inſenſible, regardleſs 
Traytor, heard me with Tears recount your 
Grief, and ſpeak what you endur'd in the 
Neceſſity of parting with him, with ſo un- 
mov'd an Air, as tho' he were not Man, or 
were unskill'd in his Sex's Arts of Diſfſimula- 
tion. At laſt he ſaid he pitied your Misfor- 

tune, *twas very unhappy ifideed for a young 


Lady to be without the means of keeping 50 
the 
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The UntimelyDiſ 


the Grandeur ſhe was born to but that you | 


muſt ſtudy Patience that doubtleſs a great 


many Ladies would be very willing to accept 


of you as a Companion and he hoped you 


would not - want=——bid me give his Ser- 


vice and tell you that he wiſh'd it were 


in his power to remedy your Misfortunes 


J had. not Patience, but revenged the Contempt 
with all the Revilings thata Woman's Tongue, 


made keen by the moſt inveterare Malice, could 
utter; but he appeared as unconcern'd at 


this; as at any thing elſe I had ſaid : and 


left me to rail by my ſelf : but I detain d him 


for ſome time, on purpoſe to vent the Fury I 
Vas poſſeſs d of: but at length he broke from 


me, and left me almoſt breathleſs with the 
Struggle. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, expecting what 
Emanuella would reply; but what that Lady 


felt at ſo unexpected, ſo ſhocking a Relation, 


was too big for Words! ſilent, the ſtormy 
Paſſions rolled in her tortur d Boſom, diſdain- 


ing the mean Eaſe of raging or complaining— 


It was a conſiderable time before ſhe utter d 


the leaſt Syllable; and when ſſie did, the gem 


* 


to ſtart as from ſome dreadful Dream, and 
ery'd, It is enough in knowing one, I know 
the whole deceiving Sex- Nor will I be a ſecond 
time betray d- I'll hide me for ever from their 


Arts, their ſoothing Flatteries, their ſuhtle 


* % 


Infinuations——no more I'll hear, or ſee, or 
think of Man The beſt is baſe——Emihus, 


Emilius whom I lov'd is baſe Few Wo- 
men but in fuch a Circumſtance would have 
writ, and upbraided the eruel Deſtroyer of 
their Peace; but Emunnella's Soul difdain'd 


K thoſe 


/ 


. 2 1 
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66 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
_ thoſe . Teſtimonies of continued Weakneſs, 


Which however bitter they may appear in the 
Expreſſion, the Meaning ſtill is Love ; for the 
Indifferent give not themſelves the Pains. It 
Was of this Sort ſhe now wiſh'd to be thought 
by Emilius, and this Diſpoſition help'd Berillia 
to keep any Diſcovery how much ſhe had in- 
.jur'd him from her Ears. 7 


BEI NG determined never to be ſeen in 
Publick more, ſhe thought a monaſtick Life 

the ſafeſt and moſt convenient Retirement from 

| the World; and communicating her Inten- 

Z tions to Don Jabin, and his Wife, (lettin 
them know no orher, than that it was the lol 

of her Fortune which had made her of this 
Mind) they ſeem'd to think it the moſt pru- 
dent Method ſhe could ufe ; and the very next 
Day, without any other. Conſideration than 
the flying from a World in which ſhe believ'd 
it an Impoſſibility ever to be happy, went into 
a Nunnery of Pourclairs, making choice of that 
Order as being the ſevereſt; reſolving to pu- 
miſh her eaſy Belief, and the Condeſcenſion 
ſhe had made to Emilius, in as rigid a manner 
as was poſſible. He, who after he had left 
 Berillia, and began deliberately to weigh what 
had been told him, found it very difficult to 
believe it; and tho” he could not imagine for 
what Reaſon that young Lady, who had fo 
much befriended him in the beginning of his 
Amour, ſhould invent Stories ſo much to the pre- 
judicevf a Relation who lov'd her, only to break 
off a Correſpondence with him ; yet he was 
ſometimes about to write to Emanuella in ſuch 

a manner, as without Breach of the Vow he 
had made to Berillia, would have given him _ 
ns eng light 
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light into the Truth: But the Conſideration, 
that if ſhe was not guilty in the manner ſhe was 
accuſed, yet that the Ship in which her Effects 


were, was loſt, was paſt all doubt ; and that toa 


young Nobleman, full of Ambition, and the 
Love of Grandeur, was ſufficient to abate the 


ready enjoy'd her; and where is the Man who 


dies for a repeated Poſſeſſion ?——Hs therefore 
forbore to examine any farther into the Truth 


of the Affair; and tho? he had ſome melan- 


choly Reflection for a while, yet the natural 


Gaiety of his Humour diverted them from do- 
ing him any great Prejudice. $7 
THE malicious Berillia triumph'd in ha- 


continued Poſſeſſion of the Man ſhe | lov'd 


without danger of Reproof. Emanuella was 


the only unhappy Perſon; and it was neither 
in the power of Time, Abſence, Philoſophy, 
or Religion, to obliterate the Memory of Emi- 


ius, or aſſuage her Sorrows. 


\ 


De End of the Firſt Part. 


* 


Vigour of his other Paſſion: Beſide, he had al- 


ving remoy'd a Perſon whoſe ſuperior Graces 
rendred hers unobſervable, and revell'd in the 
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E H Paſſion which the Count had 


profeſs'd for Emanuella, was too 
« ſincere to be eaſily thrown off; 
and tho' in his Circumſtances, it 


reſolve to quit her without the utmoſt Relue- 
rence—— The firſt Storm of Indignation which 
the malicious Berillia had raiſed in his Soul, 


was no ſooner over, than a great part of his for- 


mer Tenderneſs return'd. He conſider'd that 
What hehad heard was ſo inconſiſtent with her 
F Cha- 


was wholly improper he ſhould 
marry without a Fortune; yet he could not 


70 The Raſh Reſolve: or 
Character, and with her Behaviour; 5 had 

it come from the Mouth of any other Perſon, 

it would not have found the leaſt room in his 

Belief. Nor could he even from her ſer it down 

for 'Fruth, in ſpite of the Tmprobability there 

appeared, that ſhe ſhould” have any Deſign in 
deceiving him into an ill Opinion of a Wo- 

man, whom he knew ſhe had Reaſon to 
eſteem——This Diviſion in his Thoughts, 

made him for ſome days ſufficiently diſquieted. 
4 Nor was he a little amaz d, and alarm'd, when 
he was told that ſhe was retir'd into a Mona- 
flery——This Proceeding, he thought vaſtly 
incongruous with the Account Berillia had 

given him of her Humour ; and he was at the 

greateſt loſs in the World what.” Jad gment to 
form——FPFain would he have writ fain 
would he have made her a Viſit at the Grate 
of the Pourclairs; but the Promiſe her Couſin 
had exacted from him, deferr'd him on the one 

1 ſide; and on the other, the Reflection that, 
in cafe ſhe ſhould be found Innocent, he ſhould 

be obliged to renew thoſe Pretenſions, which, 

: as ſhe now. was, were no way conformable to 

+ his Ambition — However, he could not re- 
ſtrain his? Incling tions, Which were yet very 

a tender to her, and, perhaps, might in time 
have weighed down Intereſt, if a Chance had 

not happened in his Affairs, which turn'd the 
Ballance, and prov'd how little Dependance 

there is on Man, when Love and Gratitude are 
the.only Motives to engage. his Conſtancy. 

HE was one Morning in his Bed full of 

uneaſy and perplex d Meditations, when his 

Servant brought him a Letter, in which he. 

found theſe Lines : T 
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Tue Untimely Di 


IJI0 Count MILLI US. 


r you have wronged me in the moſt tender 
92 Part, I make no more doubt of, than that you 
are a Man of Honour enough to endeavour a Defence 
of what you have done. I defire therefore that you 


St. Cruzada, either to repair the Injuries you have 
done me by your Life, or by depriving me of mine, put 
an end to the juſt Reſentment of - 


OCTAVIO.. 


this Challenge, was proportionable to the Oc- 
caſion. He could not imagine for which of 
his Actions he ſhould be call'd to account 


r 


\F — {TY 


knowledge of ; whom he had not ſeen above 
two or three times, and whom he never had 


— 


thinking himſelf what a Man of Honour ought 
to do in ſuch a Caſe, he ask'd if the Perſon 
who brought the Letter waited for an Anſwer ; 
and being told that he did, he call d for Pen 


manner: Ip 


To Don OCT AV IO. N 


one, and am certain it is as diſtant from my 
Power as Tuglination, to have done any thing to you 
which cou'd juſtly occafion a Summons of the nature I 
have received * But fince I am accus'd of it, am rea- 
TOM FLO | ay 
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vill meet me an Hour hence in the Field of 


THE Surprize with which Emilius read 
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by a Gentleman whom he had ſcarce any 


any particular Converſation with: But be- 
and Ink, and immediately return'd one in this 


1 Should be very ſorry to be guilty of an Injury to any 


— 


PE ns 


dy to give you 57 ich e as e 4 Gantle- 

man, and to that end will attend you at the Time 
and Place appointed; being no leſs defirous to know 
the Reaſon which has made you my en, than You 


are to ele e one to 
85 45 EMILI US. 


1 E : hall no. fooner diſp arch's this, than he 
roſe, and making what haſte be could to dreſs, 
was in the Field little later than his Antago- 
niſt ; whom, as he came near, he found had his 
Sword ready drawn, which oblig d him to put 
himſelf alſo in a Poſture of Defence: But being 
unwilling to fight, without knowing for what 
Cauſe. — You ſee, Don Octavio! ſaid be, I 
have obey'd your Summons ; but as I am yet 
unacquainted with the Motive which induc'd 
you to {end it, I deſire you will be juſt enough 
to-inform me, before we engage. You feign an 
Ignorance. (interrupted the other fiercely) tis im- 
poſſible | you ſhould not know, that Rivalſhip 
in Love is what the Spauiſh Honour cannot 
brook. — Were the adorable Julia leſs worthy 
of my Paſſion, the long Addreſſes I have made 

to her would ſcorn to yield to any new Pre- 
therefore, defend tbe Wrong 
you have had the Boldneſs to attempt, or tame- 
ly _— unworthy Victim of impatient Jea- 
lou 

T HESE Words, and the Name of Julia, 
ſo much ſurpriz d the Count, that he could nei- 
ther anſwer them immediately, nor recollect 
himſelf enough co parry the T brulh with which 
they were accompany d, and he receiv d a fli i; 
Wound in the Arm, and was very near { 


ing a ſecond, in a place, perhaps, more Te 
rous, 


* 


The: Unti ale Biſovay. 73. 


rous; before he had regain'd Preſence enough 
Mind to avdid it. But as his ns Wane. 
Indigtation kindled in his Soul, and he ſoch ler 
the other Ktiow it was not Fear Which had ren 
dred him thus long unaRtive ; the Smart of the 
Wound rais d him to an equal Fury, and be 
forbore endeavouring ee convince the raſh Ołãa · 
vio of his Miſtake, till he had puniſh d his Un- 
adviſedneſs. Being an excellent Maſter of his 
Sword, he not only return'd doubly the Wound 
he had receiv d, bur by diſarming him, rendepe 
ed him incapable of giving more; but his Rage 
diminiſhing with his Adverſary-'s Power, he ge- 
nerouſly return'd his Weapon, defiring ſtill 


they might be Friends, and that he would ex- 


plain what twas he meant by Rivalſhip, and 
Julia; aſſuring him, that he had no deſign on 

any Lady of that Name. Octavio, tho he had 
too much Honour to renew the Combat wich 
a Perſon in whoſe power it ſo lately had: been 
to have taken his Life, gave him a Look Which 
ſufficiently demonſtrated the continued Rancour 
of his Heart, and only telling him, that he knew 


Julia too well to believe ſhe cou 4 love a Man 


without being firſt belov'd by him, flung ſul- 
ſenly away, leaving Emilius in a much greater 
Conſternation, than his Behaviour had put him 
in before. He cou'd by no means comprehend 
the meaning of this Adventure, nor from what 
Source the Jealouſy of Octavio had ſprung, He 


had heard much 7 alk of a Lady call'd Julia; 


but he had never ſeen her, nor was he certain 
it was for her ſake all this had happened: but 
from that Moment he conceived a ſecret Wiſh; 

that he were indeed happy enough to be in chat 
Lady's fayour, whom bs "RT ſpoke of as 


one. 
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eee, Phe bare Conjecture that 


there was a poſſibility, that ſhe might have 


| Teen and liked him, went a great way towards 


the expelling his Paſſion. for a Woman. he had 
already enjoy id, and Who now no longer had it 
in Rer power to conduce to the Gratification of 
his Ambition He ſpent that whole Day in 
Enquiries what ſort of a Woman this Julia 
Was; how: large her Fortune, and who they 
were: that had made Pretenſions to her; and 
from all bands receivꝭd ſuch Accounts, as fill'd 
hip ait ardent Longings, that Octavio s Jea- 
ouſy might have ſomething more in it than an 


* imaginary Cauſe. He was told by ſome, Who 


ſeem'd eto know) a god deal of her Affairs, 
that, that Gentleman had for a long time pro- 


Aelsdd himſelf her Loyer, but had of late been 


deny 'd the privilege of viſiting. her, tho? for 
what reaſon, was yet a Secret ; and "theſe Ti- 
[dings halt 'confirm'd the pleas'd Emilie, that he 


was mare bleſt than 1 Vat d have imagin'd. 


BUT, as to inform-himſelf as much as poſ- 


ſible of the Truth of this Affair, took up the 
Day, »the Night was employ'd in Contrivances 
Hoy to make the beſt Advantage: of what had 
been told. He had found out where ſhe liv'd, 
andd alſo that being an Orphan, the Riches ſhe 
was poſſeſt of were entirely at her own. Diſpoſe ; 
wn nothing he thought now remained for him 

ce but to form ſome pretty Stratagem, 
ae eby he might become acquainted with her, 

thour appearing guilty of a Boldneſs which 

uit forfeit all the Kindneſs ſne had for him. 
w Men had been more fortunate in Laventions 
af this nature than hong; 7 and tis ſcarce P 
89 . | E 
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done you, 1) 40.7717 
your Converſation, has hitherto ęſcap d your, Notice, 
the Meſſenger, who brings this, can inform you 
where. you may know more of the Sentiments of 


&J ULTIMA. 


AFTER having mention'd the | Inquie- 
tudes he was in, to find a proper Method to in- 
troduce himſelf to this Lady, twould be need- 
. | L 2 leſs 


1 e NI Me u. 


leſs to expreſs the Pleaſure this Letter gave him. 
He commanded that the Perſon who brought 1 = - 
ſhou'd . be ſhew'd up into his Chamber, and 
finding he appear d like a Gentlemam, uſed him 
in the moſt handſome manner imaginable. The 
other ſoon inform*d him, that he was a Sur- 
geon, and that he was order d by Donna Julia 
de Venelli co attend him with all paſſible dili- 
ence till his Wound was cur d. And tho' the 
Gus 'affar'd him it was but a Scratch, and 
. his Regard, yet he wou'd needs ap- 
y a Plaiſter to it; and pulling out of his 
VEE a Scarf made of Silver Gauſe, and cu- 
riouſly 'embroider'd with Crimſon” and Green, 
and * ket to faſten it together, which had a 
Cypher in it with the Letters of her Name ſet 
| 57 with Diamonds of a very great Value, 
told him, ſhe had ſent him that to bind his 
M Arm. — A Man of leſs Gallantry, and leſs In- 
{ clination to be well in the Eſteem of ſuch a 
"Lady as Donna Yaha, would ſcarce have 
os d ſo obliging a Preſent; and it is eaſy to 
imagine, that he Tuffer'd it to be put on with a 
Pleaſure ſuitable to the Favour of the Sender. 
He intreated him to ſtay, and order'd a genteel 
Morning Repaſt to be got ready, while he with- 
| Are to his Cloſet to anſwer the welcome Bit- 
=_ | Ks which he did in theſe Words. DS WJ 


170 the molt. ent Bohn 
Julia de Venelli. 


H UR T ſo erifling as that uhich 7 received 
from the Hand of: Don Octavio requir'd not 
1 = 4 4 Bulſam of that Divine e Nature, your Goodneſs. bas 

=_ q | 1 beſt ou d. 


ky » a4 


beftou?d. — _ Tou We Fa [ 75 a. re- 
ſerv d your Pity for thoſe. Wounds the Fame of your 
"Accompliſhments has already made but tuo decp, and 
whiah (I had almoſt ſaid ] fear) your, Hees will 
render incurable, but by. Death, or 4 Cundeſcenſion, 
ſuch at *rwou'd be the utmoſt Vanity to Hope 
But whatever Deſtiny jou inſlict, cannot but be glo- 
rious; and certainly, the next 7757 ing to the 


of liuing in our Favour, world be e ding in the Pur- 
Juit ofi:Sts 7 : « 
J wear, moſt Seel of js 15 1 he jan 


Senſe of your umnerited Favours: at gart, and 
jour admirable Scary on my pg 3 aich tho” it 
infuſes not Pains of the ſame nature. as thoſe of 
Hercules's Shirt, wilt differ but little in their 
Canſequence, if ever you ſpould diſcontinue: to allow 
me the Effect. of that. my of Mercy you ſeem 
at preſent' poſſeſt of, aud Oe me e — 
en e 4 * eee ee 36 


"The, Divine Js LIA * 
| Everlaſting Slave, 


; EMILIUS. 


_ 

If. the Sword 1 O Ave vad 10 Pitts 
of the beſt part of their Blood, 125 115 Hy Ex- 
zaſy ou have inſpired me with, would fill them up 
again, and give a nobler Life, and added Vigour, 
to bear me to your Feet with bumbleſt Gratitude. and 
Iublimeſt Joys — Delay then my impatient Wiſhes 
no longer, this day permit me to offer up my Soul, an 
Oblation Worthy ef Jn: Fo OO mo . ; 
mow wht its i SO 5 | 


* 


” 2 Raſh. Ne TAS 


FT" H E Surgeon,” ho eaſily gueltd at the 
Lady's meaning who had fot him, went away 
rect Pleaſed that he ſhould be able to give 

er an Keen of Emilins's Behaviour, Which 
he knew would be ſo much to her Satisfaction. 
And the Cam extreamly lifted up at this un- 
expected Turn of good Fortune, forgot every 
thing in the Contemplation of the Advantages 
he 1 ould- enjoy in marrying. a Warr of 


. all = Cate in A dreſſi big hiinſelf chat From 
to ſecure theConqueſt he had gain d; and having 


no Orders to make a Secret of his Viſit to her, 
he went in his Chariot attended by two running 


Footmen, and four others all in rich Liveries 


But alas! there needed not all this Pomp 
to engage the already enamour'd Julia: She 
had for a long time been the Slave of Love; 

ſhe. ador d the charming Count from the firſt 
Moment ſhe beheld him, which happen'd to 


be at Church ſoon after his Arrival; and after 


many fruitleſs Endeavours to become acquain- 
ted. with him,, and hearing of his Engage- 
ments with Emanuella, ſhe Pn; into a Melan- 
holy, which had like to have coſt her her 
Life Don Octavio had made his Addreſſes 
to her for many Months, and at firſt flatter d 
himſelf with hopes of Succels; but perceiving 
a ſudden Alteration in her Humour, imme- 
mediately imagined it to proceed from the 
Love of ſome other Perſon-: and not able to 
diſcover any thing of the Truth, he at laſt 


found means by bribing a Prieſt (tor what will 
not 


Diſcovery.” 79 


not Gold influence, e Minds of ſome. Peo e 
to j to get into oth Mins at the 920 
when ſhe was to come to confeſs.; and by :tel- 
ling her that her Melancholy, if, not cauſed by 
ſome ſpiritual Remorſe for any Faults 158 
might have been. uit: of, was ſinful; and if f 
did not disburthen 17 to her hoſtly Fa- 
ther, and endeavour; hy W $ Works of enance to 
merit Abſolution, her aſe was more deſperat 
than ſhe was aware, of; frighted her ſo, Vein 
naturally e much bigotted to the Rell 
gion ſhe h n educated in, that ſhe pre 
ſegcly 6695 d The fas in Love. With who 5 <1 
(cry; 555 out. the pretended” Father) for if it be a 
Perſon worthy of you, I will undertake to 
make you happy with him. To which again 
ſhe as innoc mo” as before anſwer'd, Emilius, a 
Roman Count Aare arriv'd at Madrid She 
had ſaid more, but the Lover could no longer 
counterfeit the Prieſt ; he threw off his Diſguiſe, 
and ſhowing himſelf to be Octavio, upbraided 


her Ingratitude and Falſhood, as he term'd i * 


and vow'd Reyenge on his happy Rival 
It was in vain ſhe. endeayour'd to deter him 

by: threatning him with thoſe Penalties the 
Law inflicts on all who dare to prophane the 
Sacrament of Confeſſion in the manner he had 
done. His Rage was deaf to all Conſiderations, 
either of himſelf, or the Prieſt who had aſſiſted 


him in this Stratagem; and he left her in the 


Church, to ruminate on What - had happen'd, 


while he went and prepared a Challenge for E- 
milius, as has been before related It is not to be 


ſuppoſed but ſhe had Spies to obſerve his Mo- 


tions; but they were either too careleſs of the 


Injugction laid on them, or too late to 1 
Lit 5 mm 
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Fim from fighting Wich ene um: Bur they 
brought her Intelligence df all that had hap- 
pen fd; and ſince there was no Miſchief on 

| Ever Sid , ſhe was not a little contented that 
ſhe had fo good a Pretence'to write to”Emilius. 
Nor after ſhe had received his Anſwer, can 
we imagine the was Jeſs diligent in making 
herſelf appear as amiable” as poſſible, than 
he had been. Not only her own Perſon,” but 
her Houſe and Servants were all ſet forth to 
the beſt Advantage, and every thing ſeem'd ſo 
rich, ſo fine, ſo near, that by the care that was 
uſed in making, it ſo, the expected Gueſt 
might eaſily perceive how welcome a one he 
P77 OR ed Ys O14 
* "THE mutual Deſire each had to pleaſe 
the other, very much heighten'd the Graces 
of them both—— Julia had a Face and Shape 
to Which Nature had been fo extreamly in- 
dulgent, that ſhe ſtood but little in need of 
any Aids from Art: but having had Recourſe 
to all that even the moſt curious had invented, 
joined to the Pleaſure which ſparkled in her 
Lyes, at ſight of an Object ſhe had ſo long 
and fo ardently langwſh'd to behold ; her 
Beauty appeared with ſuch an IIluſtration, as 
requir'd a Heart better fortified with Conſtancy 
| than was that of _Emilias to withſtand its 

Charms. And tho? as handſome as ſhe was, ſhe 

was by many degrees far leſs attractive than 

the abandon d Emanuella ; yet he imagined her 
infinitely more fo———O the Enchantments of 

Novelty, the Delights there are in having ſome- 

thing to ſubdue——the pleaſing Fears 
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the ſweet Hopes, the tender Anxieties ——— 
the thouſand nameleſs, ſoft Perplexities _ 
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; | © Mb 
fill the roving Soul of Man when in purſuit of a 
new Conquelt ; but after Paſſeſſiun are no more 
remembred= 1 cold 
multuous Tranſport——When pr e ent, fore d Com- 
pliments ſupply the place of Ardor; when abſent, 


curs'd Indifference that of impatient Longing—— 


and dull inſipid Gratitude is all the yielding , Fare 
can hope for, even from the beſt of Men. 
Emilius now thought he had never ſeen any 


thing ſo lovely as Julia, and immediately be- 
came poſſeſs d with as much real Paſſion for 


A 


her, as a Heart could be, ſo liable to Mutability 
as his was. Love. we Wit inſpir'd him with 
a thouſand engaging Softneſſes, which ſhe, ea- 
ger to credit what ſhe wiſh'd, beliey'd ; and 


tho' ſhe had heard a vaſt deal of his Pretenſions 


to Emanuella, ſhe now imagined him fo entirely 
her own, that it never would be in the power 
of any other Face to make the leaſt Alteration 
in his Sentiments to her , diſadvantage—, She 
loy'd with too ſincere and paſſionate a Flame 
to be able to diſguiſe it; and what ſhe con- 
feſs'd not in Words, her Eyes ſufficiently in- 
form'd him, and he reaped all the Satisfaction he 


” - I 


could hope from this firſt Viſit He had 


her Leave to declare himſelf her Servant 


She promiſed to diſcharge all others that pre- 
tended to that Title and let him know 


enough of her Inclinations to ſooth Imagina- 


tion with a belief ſhe would in a ſhort time 


be brought to yield to all he wiſh'd——Re- 


ſolving by his Aſſiduity to render himſelf wor- 
thy ot the Favours he had receiv'd, he wait 
ed on her every day, and they were ſcarce ever 
aſunder. but, in thoſe Hours which Decency 


required. 


Then cold C:vility ſucceeds iu- 
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I. H E RE was nothing of this Affair a Se- 
ret; the Jealouſy of Octavio, the publick Vi- 
ſits of Emilius, and the undifſembled Conde- 
ſcenſfions of the Lady, engroſs'd the whole 
Diſcourſe of the Town. Bur what became of 
*Emanuelia when ſhe heard this News, to whom 
the ill-natur'd Berilia immediately convey'd it 
in the worſt and moſt diſtracting Deſcription 
her Malice could invent! She doubted not of 
his Coldneſs and Ingratitude before, by the im- 
plicit Faith ſhe put in that Wretch who had fo 
cruelly betray'd her; but now to be told, to 
be aſſur'd, with a Million of aggravating Cir- 
'cumſtances, that he profer'd to another all 
thoſe Soul- attracting Proteſtations by which ſhe 
had been deceiv d to know another was in 
En of all thoſe Tenderneſſes — thoſe ſoft 
Endearments — thoſe tranſporting Fondneſſes 
that once ſhe thought were her's for ever, gave 
her Agonies too terrible to be conceiv'd but 
by thoſe who have felt the ſame : Yer, in ſpite 
of all ſhe endur'd, ſhe till maintain'd her Re- 
ſolution, of never feeing or writing to him 
more, firm and unſhaken ; and the more ſhe 
heard of his Perfidiouſneſs, the more ſhe 
thought it beneath her to take notice of it. 
BUT while ſhe was indulging her Deſpair 
for the many Misfortunes which had already 
befallen her, Don Jabin, and his Lady, who 
Were extreamly ſincere in their Profeſſions of 
Friendſhip 'to her, were labouring all they 
could for her Service. They had a very great 
Intereſt with the Chief of the Nobility, and 
were ſo induſtrious in exerting it, that the 
Cafe of this diſtreſs'd Lady being repreſented 
bo his Majeſty's Conſideration in terms the 
* „ F Weng a 
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The Untimely 1 


moſt prevailing, engag d him to command thar 


Don Pedro, who was yet at Madrid, ſhould: 


out of his own Eſtate make up ſome Part of 
the Lofles ſhe had ſuſtained ; which tho” hap- 
ning by the uncertainty of the Sea, were 
primarily occaſioned by him, in refuſing to 


| bring over her Effects in a more favourable 
| Seaſon. The avaricious' old Monſter had no 


way to avoid this Decree; and the Grief" of 
being obliged to obey it, together with the 
Stings he felt in his Conſcience for the mauy 
Crimes he had been guilty of, threw him a 
ſecond time into a fit of raging Madneſs, of 
which in a few Weeks he died unpitied by the 
whole World. The Provifion which by the 
King's Order he had made for Emanuella, 
gave her kind Relations hope, that they ſhoulda 
have her among them again, and they omit- 


ted no Perſuaſions that ſhe would quit that 


auſtere Life, and return to the World again; 


but ſhe had Griefs which were not in the 


Compaſs of their power to remedy, ſhe 


could not endure to think of living where 


there was the leaſt Probability of ſeeing the falſe 
Emilius ; and all that was faid to move her to 
the contrary, was no more than throwing 
Water againſt the Wind. Don Jabin and his 


Wife were both of them extreamly troubled, 


that all they had done for her was ineffectual 


to reſtore her to her former Chearfulneſs ; but 
Ferse -rſine their Endeavours to diſſuade 


er from a monaſtick Life, ſery'd only. to in- 


_ creiſe her Obſtinacy of perſiſting in it; they at 


length gave her over, not without a Belief that 


the Severities of that Orderſhe had an Intenticn 


to embrace, would oblige her to change her 
M 2 Mind 
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ou a Condition of ſo conſummate a Mi- 
- IT was not many Weeks ſince ſhe had been 
among the Pourclairs, and in that time had not 
ſo much as once thought of the Conſequence, 
which 1n all probability might attend the guilty 
Condeſcenſions her Exceſs of > Paſſion had 
yielded to Emilius: But now the Hour was 
come which was to make her know, that all 
| the had endur'd from the Cruelty of Don 

Pedro from the Loſs of her Fortune from 
the Ingratitude and Falſhood of the Man ſhe 
lov'd, were trifling Woes in competition with 
thoſe in ſtore for her She found ſhe was 
now deſtined to go through all that can be 
conceived of Shame—of Miſery—of Horror 
in fine, ſhe found herſelf with Child ! —with 
Child without a Husband ! —with Child by a 
Man who ſhe had heard from all hands was 
going to be married to another! ——and what 
was yet worſe, by a Man whom ſhe e 

; che 


e . : 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 8 
the vileſt, and moſt perfidious of his Sex! — 
What Words—nay, what Imagination can paint 
out her Diſtreſs as it deſerves! ——She was 
infinitely more wretched than any other Wo- 
man would have been in the like Circumſtances, 
by the Addition of a ſuperior Underſtanding— 
and the Greatneſs of her Spirit, and that Forti- 

' tude which had ſo well enabled her to bear all 
other Misfortunes, ſerv'd here but to increaſe 
the Miſery of her Condition, and prevent her 
from ſtooping to thoſe Meaſures by which ſhe 
alone could hope to ſecure her Reputation, and 
ſcreen what had happen'd from the Knowledge 
of a cenſorious and unpitying World. Had 
ſhe now written to the Count, there was a Poſſi- 
bility, that in ſpite of his new Paſſion for 
Donna Julia, all might have been well; his 
former Tenderneſs on the Eclarciſſment of her 
Innocence, and the Treachery of Berillia, 
might, perhaps, have return'd: Or if not fo, 
which indeed after Enjoyment could not be 
much expected; yet Honour and Gratitude 
would at leaſt have obliged him to protect and 
ſupport her in thoſe Mifſeries, to which her Love 
for him had reduc'd her: But this was an 
Expedient ſhe could not bear even to think on; 
and as ofren as it came into her mind, ſhe 
would reject it with all the Contempt imagina- 
ble What (ſaid ſhe) ſhall I deſcend to ask a 
Favour from the Man to whom I owe my 
Ruin ? Shall I, forgetful of my Wrongs, 
ſubmit to be obliged to that curſed Villain? — . 
that, inſolent Diſdainer of my Truth and Ten- 
derneſs? No, rather let me ſuffer all the 
Plagues that Heaven can inflict, or Fleſh en- 
dure——Ler me be driven to Want, to Beg- 

| gary 
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86 e Raſh Reſolve : or, 


been in the way of being intruſted, tis little 
probable ſhe would have been of any ſer- 


her Sorrows, by being told ſhe was gone. Pity 


8 to publick Infamy, the Sport 
of every Slave or tarrying here, be buried 
quick—it will be a leſs Shock —leſs Horror 
than an Obligation to that intolerable Fiend !|— 
the hated, loath'd Emilius! 'Thus did the 
Haughtinefs of her Soul, and fatal Conſciouſneſs, 
how little ſhe had dolor ed the 'Treatment ſhe 
had found, ſuggeſt. Nor was her Reſentment 
leſs pernicious to her than her Modeſty ; for as 
the one prevented her from making any :Diſco- 
very to the Count, ſo did the other alſo deprive 
her of the Power of uttering the leaſt Hint of 
this Affair to Don Jabin or his Lady. Berillia 
was the only Perſon to whom ſhe could per- 
ſuade her ſelf ro reveal it: but Heaven had 
by this time began to inflict on that falſe Crea- 
ture ſome part of the Puniſhments her baſe 
Actions merited ; her criminal Amour had by 
ſome means come to, her Father's knowledge, 
and he had ſent her under the care of an old 
Servant into the Country, far from Madrid, and 
the Converſation of her Lover; tho? bad ſhe 


vice: But Emanuella, who ſuſpected not her 
Perfidy, received a , Addition to 


iS a prodigious Alleviater of Affliction, the moſt 
violent Grief finds ſome Eaſe in complaining ; : 
but when our Woes are of a nature, as will 
not admit revealing, they prey on our very 
Vitals, and waſte the Spirits with un nintermit- 
ting Anguiſh, and ſeldom fail of brmging on 
Death or Diſtraction. Nothing was ever more 
deſerving wonder, than that this wretched Lady 
did not lay violent hands on her own Life : but 

cho 
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tho? ſhe wiſh'd to die, ſhe forbore being guilty 
of that Act of Horror: Whenever the Confuſion 
of her Thoughts permitted her the power 
of Conſideration,, ſhe would begin to | caſt 
about what Courſe to take; but then the Im- 
poſſibility there ſeem'd of her being able to find 
any, whereby ſhe might conceal her Shame, 


plunged her afreſh into Diſorders, which at 


ſome times were very little different from Mad- 
neſs. The Cruelties ſhe inflicted on herſelf in 
private, ſuch as tearing her Hair, and Fleſh, 
faſting, paſſing whole Nrghts together on the 


Floor; and inſtead of Reſt, giving her ſelf 
wholly up to the bitter Anguiſh, would be too 
tedious, and too melancholy an Account: how 


terribly ſhe was abandon'd to Deſpair ; and 


how little ſhe regarded what might befall her, 


is evident, when the Effects of her now dearly 
repented Paſſion, began to grow too great for 
Concealment. Taking the Opportunity of the 
Nunnery being on ſome Occaſion open, ſhe 
went out in the Habit ſhe was in, without 
having taken any thought where to go, or 
to whom ſhe ſhould apply; it was pretty late 
in the Evening, and the dusk favour'd her from 


being taken any notice of; till coming into . 


great Street where were many Paſſengers, the 
ſight of them at a diſtance gave her ſo much of 


Thought, as to be apprehenſive of being ſeen, and 


known; the Cathedral Church therefore of our 
Lady being near, ſhe ſtepped into the Porch, and 
fitting dowh in a corner of it, by that means. 
conceal*'d herſelf from the Obſervation of any 
body: But what avail'd it, that when the 
Darkneſs coming on, the Streets were 
intirely free; ſhe could direct her Steps 3 no 
e Place 
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of her Spirit would not ſüffer her to go: yet {till 
keeping up her Reſolution, that whatever be- 
came of her, and whatever ſhould be the Con- 
ſequence of her wandering; ſhe never would 
conſent to receive the ſmalleſt Shelter or Pro- 
tection from the ungrateful Emilius; ſhe left her 
Covert, and began her Journey, tho* ſhe was 
inſenſible, and wholly incapable of deſigning 
5 any thing: Chance therefore it was which 
guided her to that part of the Town which led 
into the great Road to a Village called Aine: 
The Knowledge where ſhe now was, for 
being unaceuſtomed to walk, made her but 
little acquaifited with the Streets, gave her a 
kind of a ſullen Satisfaction; ſhe car'd not 
whither ſhe went, ſo ſhe was out of Madrid, 
and the-foree of that Deſire, ſtrengthen'd her 
to get a good way from it, before ſhe found 
herſelf incapable of going farther : Bur at laſt, 
Wearineſs and Faintneſs got the better of In- 
elination; ſhe could no longer purſue her 
Pilgrimage, and was conſtrained to lie down 
to take ſuch Reſt as ſhe could in the High- 
way To add to her preſent Hardſhip, which 
c0onſidering the Condition ſhe was in, was ſuch 
2 as no Woman, but herſelf, perhaps, ever 
fſuſtained with Life; it began to rain ſo exceſ- 
fively, that in a very few Minutes ſhe was wet 
to the Skin; the Shower was fucceeded 'by 4a 
Storm of Wind, and ſuch dreadful Claps of 
Thunder, as might have ſtruck the moſt c O- 
ragequs Heart with Dread — But not all 
the Horrors of this Hurricane, made more 
terrible by the darkneſs of the Night, and the 
forlorn Silence of the Place — Not all * 705 
1 | | ured, 
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dur'd from its Fury, had the power to make 


her recede from thatReſolution ſhe had form'd, 
or wiſh for Shelter from Emilius. But in the 
midſt of this diſmal Scene, Fortune ſeem'd to 


offer her a Gleam of Comfort, as ſhe was lying, 


| her tender Limbs expoſed to all the Rage of 
the unpitying Elements, and pouring forth 
Tears almoſt as faſt as the Sky did Rain; ſhe 
perceiv'd, when ſhe leaſt expected it, a Light 
which ſeem'd to be in a Houſe not far off. She 


had ſo much of Self-Preſervation left, as to en- 


deavour to make up to it, which with much 
ado, numb'd and faint as ſhe was, ſhe did at 


laſt ; ſhe found it as ſhe wiſh'd, a little Cottage, 


for had it been any other, ſhe would rather 
have continued as ſhe was, than gone to asK 
Relief where there was a Probability of being 
known. The poor good Woman of it, who 


was fitting up tending a ſick Child, receiv'd 


her with as much Hoſpitality as the Place and 
her Circumſtances would afford: She pluck'd 
oft her wet Clothes, and gave her a Gown 
of her own to put on, made a Fire and brought 
her the beſt Refreſhments ſhe had. But alas! 
the diſcontented Emanuella was little capable of 
taſting any ; which her kind Hoſteſs perceiving, 
and gueſſing by her Garb andMein that ſhe was 
a Perſon little accuſtomed to ſuch Hardſhips, 
intreared to know what had occaſioned 
her travelling alone on foot, and at ſuch a 
dreadful Hour and Seaſon. This Enquiry 
threw her unhappy Gueſt into ſuch Returns 
of over-prefling Grief, that it was a long time 
before ſhe could make any Anſwer ; but when 
ſhe had enough recovered herſelf to do it, 


| ſhe told her the truth of her having made her 
N Eſcape 
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Eſcape from the Monaſtery, only concealing the 
' Reaſons why ſhe did fo, and her Name: But 
the Woman having had 'many Children herſelf, 
ſuſpected the former, and pitied her extreawly 3 
ſhe would fain have perſuaded her to go to 
Bed, but the other would not conſent ; and 
only throwing herſelf croſs it, ſhe paſs'd the 
remainder of the Night in moſt bitter Lamen- 
tations. When Morning came, ſhe begg'd that 
ſhe might have thoſe Clothes which had been 


” 


lent her, believing it might ſerve as a ſufficient 
þ 16 if by any, Accident ſhe ſhould be 
een by any that knew her; and told the Wo- 
man, ſhe ſhould not only haye hers in Ex- 
change, but ſome Money to boot. ——To 
which the other willingly conſented, not only 
becauſe of her own Profit, but alſo that be- 
lieving ſhe was about to proſecute a Journey 
in which ſhe might be purſued, they might be 
of ſervice to her. Our unfortunate Traveller 
felt as much Pleaſure ar this Opportunity of 
Fader ng herſelf, as was conſiſtent with 
er Condition; and deſigning to go yet far- 
ther from Madrid, took her Leave. The ex- 
tream Dirt of the Road made it impoſſible for 
her Feet, unuſed to tread ſuch Ground, to 
bear her as faſt as her Deſires would have car- 
ried her; but in ſpite of all ſhe ſtill went on, 
and without making any ſtop either to eat or 
drink, till that Day was almoſt ſpent. Evening 
coming on, ſhe went into an Inn, believing 
now ſhe was far enough from Diſcover/ 
Nature beginning to accuſe her that ſhe had 
acted "an inhuman Part to the unborn Innocent 
within her, who bore its ſhare in all the Hard- 
ſhips ſhe endured ; ſhe order'd ſomething ka 
r en e 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 91 
be got ready for her to eat, of which having 
taken as much as her diſtracted Thoughts would 
give her leave to do, ſhe went to Bed, and 
endeavour'd to compoſe herſelf.— The ex- 
tream Weakneſs ſhe was in, overcoming all 
thoſe Perturbations which had ſo long kept 
her waking, ſhe fell into a ſound Sleep, and 


in the Morning found her Mind as well as Body 


had been very much refreſh'd by it. She began 
to conſider ſeriouſly what it was beſt for her to 
do; and that natural Vivacity and Spirit, which 
had already carried her through ſo many Diffi- 
culties, now by degrees returning, gave her 
hopes ſhe ſhould alſo get through this, with leſs 
Trouble than her Deſpair had at firſt ſug- 
geſted——and reſolving to run no farther into 
Inconveniencies, ſuch as ſhe had paſs d in that 
little Time fince ſhe had left the Monaſtery ; 
ſhe hir'd a couple of Mules and a Guide to 


condu& her to the next Town, which ſhe was 


inform'd was Alcala: From that ſhe deſign'd 
for Guadalaxara, becauſe ſhe thought the 0- 
ther not ſo far diſtant from Madrid, but that 
Don Jabin, to whom there was a Neceſſity 
ſhe muſt ſend for Money, might ſend fome 
Perſon to know the Reaſons of her coming 
away in ſo ſtrange a manner.—Reaſon having 
now regain'd its =o ſhe no ſooner had form- 
ed this Deſign, than ſhe began to put it in 
execution ; and the People of the Houſe fur- 


niſhing her with Mules, and a, Guide, ſhe got 


ſafely to Alcala, and from thence to Guada- 
laxara, Without any thing happening in her 
Journey worthy of Remark ; unleſs it were 
that ſhe, who but a day or two before had 
ſo wholly given herſelf up to Deſpair, that ſhe 
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92 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
ſeem'd, to dare all kind of Miſeries, now ap- 
peared as careful of her Life, as before ſhe had 
been the contrary : But this will not be thought 
| ſtrange by any one, Who conſiders how impoſ- 
ſible it is for the Exceſs of any Paſſion to con- 
tinue; a weak Conſtitution, accompanied by a 
mean Judgment, it immediately deſtroys, and 
Death or Madneſs is the Conſequence, as it 
happened in the Caſe of Don Pedro. But 
Emanuella had a more than ordinary Strength 
as well of Nature, as of Reaſon, to ſtruggle 
with the 'Torrent of her, for a time, impetuous 
Grief ; which at laſt enabled her to overcome 
it, at leaſt ſo far as *twas requiſite for Self- 
Preſervation, of which for a time ſhe had 
ſeem'd wholly regardleſs. 9 
W HEN ſhe was arrived at Guadalaxara, 
the took Lodgings in a private Houſe; pre- 
tending that ſhe had a Husband whom ſhe 
expected to follow her in a little time: and to 
prevent all poſſibility of a Diſcovery, told the 
People her Name was Mercina. She took the 
ſame prudent Care alſo in the Directions ſhe 
ſent to Don Jabin, writing to him in this 
manner: Ares - 
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FFTHE many Preofs I have received of your 
Friendſhip, would oblige me to conceal nothin 
from you, were there no other Perſon but my ſel 
concerned I entreat, therefore, that yon wil 
believe I made a Secret of leaving the Pourclairs 
not out of Choice, but Neceſſity ; and as ſuch, 
vouchſafe to pardon it ——My Affairs requiring an 
Immediate Supply of Money, I beg you will remit in 


Bills 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 93 
Bills to the value of about tuo Hundred Crowns, 


and direct them to | be receiv d by Donna Mercina, 
at Guadalaxara, near which place I am; that 


Lady is my particular Friend, and will not fail to 
do me Juſtice in the Truſt I repoſe in her ——I de- 


fire alſo that you will write under a Cover to her, 
an Account of yours and your good Family's Welfare, 
or which I ſball ever moſt ardently petitzon Heaven; 
being (however my preſent Circumſtances may oblige 
me to appear the contrary) in the fincereſt man- 
BEES) l 
Don Jabin's 
Moſt affectionate Kinſwoman 
and devoted Servant 


, „ EM 
P. S. I doubt not but your accuſtomed Goodneſs 


will ſtill extend it ſelf ſo far in my favour, ast 
filence whatever Aſperſions may happen to be caſt. 


on my leaving the Monaſtery ſo ſuddenly, by 
ſeeming to have been privy to it, and that it was 
for no other Reaſon than the too great Severities 
practiſed by that Order. 


S H E might have omitted this laſt Requeſt : 


She was no ſooner miſs'd, than the trueReaſon 
of her Departure was blazed abroad. One 


of the Nuns, being more quick-ſighted than 
the reſt, had diſcovered her Condition; and 


after ſhe was gone, related it to the whole Con- 
vent. What is in the mouths of ſuch a Num- 


ber, eſpecially of that Sex which is ſeldom 


bleſs'd with Secrecy, and of that Sort too 
Who have little elſe ro employ their time with, 
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94 The Raſh Reſobot: or, 
cannot be expected to be with-held from the 
knowledge of all who have any Converſation 
with them. Emilius among the reſt was in- 
form'd of it, Which very much help'd to 
confirm him in the Opinion that all Berillia 
had faid concerning her Conduct was true: 
Judging of her Actions by that of the gene- 
rality of Women, few of whom would have 
known themſelves to be in the Circumſtance 
The was, without acquainting the Perſon chief- 

ly obliged to pity, with the Misfortune 

He doubted not therefore but that it had 

happened by him, whom that Monſter of 

_ Treachery had told him had ſupplanted him in 

her Affections, and that that was the Reaſon 
ſhe had never written to upbraid the Change 
of his Humour in his Addreſſes to Julia, as 
he imagined ſhe would have done, if ſhe had 
been innocent herſelf.— And theſe Conjectures, 
which tho' in reality the moſt injurious that 
could be, appeared ſo reaſonable, that they 
entirely deſtroy'd all thoſe ſmall Remains of 
Tenderneſs, his new Deſire for an Object 
yet unenjoy'd, had left him: And now entirely 
devoted to Julia, and to the Advantages he 
Propoſed by marrying her, left nothing undone 
Which might engage her to conſent.—She who 
was half won before-hand, and had only made 
ſome faint Denials for Form's ſake, eaſily ſuf- 
tered herfelf to ſeem! over-perſuaded to follow 
. Her Inclinations ; and they were married in 
great Solemnity, in a very little time after E- 
manuella had departed from Madrid. : 
BUT Don Jabin, who had but too true a 
gueſs at the State of her Affairs, and made no 
doubt but that Emilius was the Man to —_ 
” Hos ; | : - 
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ſhe ow'd her Undoing, forbore to aggravate 
her Afflictions by ſending her any Intelligence 
either of what was talk d of concerning her 
ſelf, or of the Marriage of her Lover: But 
ſending her the Money which ſhe defir'd, and 
which he eaſily believ'd ſhe wanted, writ no 
more to her, than to entreat ſhe would con- 
tinue to let him hear from her; and that as 
ſoon as her Affairs would permit, ſhe would 
return to Madrid. | 2 

THIS Supply, and the Belief that every 
body ſhe had left behind her, were as entirely 
ignorant of her Circumſtances as ſhe could 


wiſh, made her as eaſy in them, as could poſ- 


ſibly be expected. Her Courage and uſual 


Fortitude now, with ſuch Succeſs, exerted 


themſelves; that ſhe waited the dreadful 
Hour, which ſhe knew was ſhortly to arrive, 


with all the Reſignation. and Patience imagi- 
nable : and at the appointed time brought a 
Son into the World, who, from the moment of 


his Birth, ſeem'd to promiſe he would be an 
Ornament to it. ; | 
I am of opinion, that the greateſt part of 
my Female Peruſers, will imagine this un- 
fortunate Lady could regard a Child whoſe be- 


getting had coſt her ſo many Tears but with 


Indifference, and that ſhe muſt have look'd on 
him with more Remorſe than Tenderneſs ; but 
Emanuella, as moſt of her Notions were- vaſtly 
difterent from thoſe of the generality of her Sex, 


ſo were. they alſo in this. Had the Ceremony 


of the Church made Emilius as much her Huſ- 
band, as by his Vows he ought to have acknow- 


ledg*d himſelf; and had he never ſwerv'd, in 
the leaſt tittle from that Conſtancy he had 


ſworn 


8 ; 
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ſworn to maintain inviolable, or that Ardency 
of Paſſion which he once profeſs'd ; ſhe could 
not have loved his Son with greater Fondneſs— 
Never did maternal Tenderneſs reach to a 
height more elevated than her's— A thou- 
ſand Lives ſhe would have thought well given 
to have preſerv'd this darling of her Soul—— 
All the Ignominy which this Adventure, if di- 
vulg'd, would bring upon her, was now no 
longer a Concern to her——Even Virtue was 
become leſs dear; and ſhe could ſcarce repent 
ſhe had been guilty of a Breach of it, fo 
much ſhe priz d the Effect and it would 
only have been with Tranſports of uncon- 
ceivable Affection ſhe had beheld the lovely 
Babe, if the Reflection how little it was in her 
power to do for him, had not ſometimes given 
a check to the Pleaſure ſhe took in calling him 
her own. — She felt, indeed, all the Mother's 
Joy, but with it infinitely more Care than or- 
dinarily attends that Title, and was, as it were, 
divided in her 'Thoughts between exceſs of 
Rapture, and exceſs of Pain. -But however 
ſevere the intervals of the /atter might be, ſhe 
was ſufficiently invigorated by the former, to 
be able to ſuſtain them; and while ſhe had 
her dear-lov'd Infant in her Arms, and unin- 
terrupted, gaz d upon A growing Beauries; 
nor felt immediate want of. any Neceſſary 
either for him or herſelf : ſhe had not the 
power te think too deeply of what future 
Miſeries might befall her; but her ever-vary- 
ing Fortune, which would not ſuffer her to 
continue long in any ſettled State of Life, 


made a ſudden Change in her Affairs which 
obliged 


A 


which at preſent took up her Mind. 


THE ungrateful Berillia, who, as I have be- 


_ 
4 


fore taken notice, had been ſent from Madrid 


under the Government of a Duenna, ſome little 


time before Emanuel/a left the Pourclairs : where 


the Was carried, was kept a Secret to every , 
body; for the Cauſe of her being baniſhed 


her Father's Houſe, being her Intrigue, with a 


Perſon he could not approve, he refolv'd'to_ 


take the moſt prudent Meaſures that he could, 
to prevent the place of her Retirement being 
diſcover'd. The Perſon in whoſe Charge ſhe 
was intruſted, had a Siſter who liv'd at a ſmall 
Village call'd Tortol, within a ſhort . Mile of 
Guadalaxara, and there ſhe was to be conceal d 
for ſome time. He had as good as made an 
Agreement for her going into the Convent of 
Franciſcans ; but as he could not be certain, 
but that ſhe might be in the ſame Circumſtance 


with her unfortunate Couſin, he was willing | 


do be convinced to the , contrary, before her 
Entrance; and for Carts ew plac'd herat this 


Diſtance from Madrid, where whatever - hap- 


pen'd might be conceal'd. The Place where 
ſhe was kept being ſo near Guadalaxara, he 
writ to Morena, for that was the Name of her 
who. was appointed Guardian over his Daugh- 
ter, to make a little Journey thither. He or- 
der'd her to enquire for a Woman call'd Mer- 


cina, and endeavour by her means, if poſſible; 
to come to the Speech of Emannella ; but if 


that could not be accompliſh'd, to inform her- 
ſelf of the 'Truth of her Afairs, and- give him 
an account. This Letter happening to be 
brought when Morena was out of the way on 

5 1 ſome 
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ſome Naas Balic took it in; and know- 
ing it to be her Father's Hand, broke it 
 open.——— She had, ever ſince ſhe had been 
there, thought of nothing, but how ſhe ſhould 
get away: and was over-joy'd to find Ema- 
nuella was ſo near, reſolving to take this Op- 
portunity of making her Eſcape to her, not 
doubting but the Power the other's miſtaken 
"Friendſhip had given her over her, would 
' furniſh her with Arguments to prevail on her 
to act according to her Deſires. She was kept 
entirely without Money; and the Belief that 
ſhe was far from any body who either could or 
would urniſh her with means of making an 
Elcape, in caſe ſhe ſhould deſire it, made her 
be watched with much leſs Circumſpection 
— than otherwiſe ſhe would have been ; and ſhe 
nad an Opportunity to go out of the Houle 
the very day ſhe had intercepted the Letter. 
The Weather favour'd her Deſign, and it being 
but a ſmall Walk to Guadalaxara, te eaſily 
"reach d it before Sun-fet. 8 
E MANUE LLA had not yet reco- 
ver d Strength enough to riſe, and was pro- 
digiouſly ſurpriz'd when ſhe was told a Lady 
'of a good Appearance enquir'd for Donna 
Mercina, and would not be deny'd the privi- 
lege of ſpeaking with her. She had con: 
traced no Acquaintance in that Place, and 
could not imagine on what account a Stran- 
ger ſhould ſeem ſo preſſing to ſee her. —— 
But the People of the Houſe acquainting her 
that they had already made all the Excuſes 
they could for the Condition ſhe was in, and 
that every thing was ineffectual to ger rid 'of 


her, ſhe Was at laſt WW to give leave, for het 
| | Admit- 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 99 
Admittance. The Room was made pretty 
dark, and the Bed-Curtains clos'd, as is uſual. 
in ſach Caſes : So that Berillia could not diſ- 
cern who it was ſhe was about to ſpeak to; 
but deſiring that all who were in the Room 
might leave it, ſhe addreſs'd her in this man- 
nef: Donna Mfercina, ſaid ſhe, there is but 
one Excuſe I can alledge for this Intruſion. 
but that I hope will be a ſufficient one: I 
doubt not but you are acquainted with the 
Force of Friendſhip, and will not think it 
ſtrange that to prove its Sincerity will carry 
one to greater lengths than this I am 
inform'd it is in your power to let me know 
where I may find Donna Emanuella, a Daugh- 
ter of the late Governor of Porto-Rico. Ne- 
ver was there a more tender Regard between 
Perſons of the ſame Sex, than that which my 
Soul paid to this Lady, and which I flatter my 
ſelf I was favour'd with from her ; but ſome 
Accidents have for a long time depriv'd me 
of the Bleſſing of her Converſation ; nor till 
this Day, could I for many Months | get 
the leaſt Intelligence in what Part of the 
World it was I might hope to find her 
I intreat you therefoxe to direct my Search 
I am fatisfied ſhe wil not take it ill when you 
ſhall tell her it is to Berillia, her Couſin, her 
Friend, that you have made this Condeſcen- 
ſion. The Aſtoniſhment that Emanuella was 
in, to find it was ſhe (for ſhe immediately knew 
her Voice) kept her from interrupting her vill 
ſhe came to theſe Words ; but then the Joy ſhe 
felt at this Recovery of a Friend ſo long loſt, and 
whom ſhe thought ſo perfectly in her Intereſt, 
broke out in theſe Expreffions——Can it be 

O 2 poſlible ! 


% 


found ſhe had but flatter'd herſelf with an 
Madrid had been a Secret, and could not for- 


100 The Raſh". Reſolve: or, 
_ poſſible! cry *d ſhe, throwing open the Curtains, has 
Heaven in compaſſion of my Sufferings ſent 
my dearBeri/ia to me? Come to my Arms, 
my beſt, my only Friend!  Emannela will ever 
bleſs the Day which brought thee here——— 

Tis on thy faithful Breaſt I may pour out = 
ſecret-Anguiſh of my Soul — Tis from thee I 
may affure my ſelf | of both Advice and Con- 
ſolation——'Thou who Loveſt will Pity me,—— 
A thouſand ſuch like Demonſtrations . of the 
ſincereſt Welcome did ſhe give her, which the 
other return'd (as ſoon as the Conſternation, at 
finding her ſo much ſooner than ſhe expected, 
was a little over) with all the ſeeming Truth, 
and tendereſt Love imaginable: And what 
was yet more obliging to her than any thing 
ſhe could ſay to herfelf, ſhe kiſs'd and em- 
brac d the Child with an Ardour fo like Sin- 
cerity, that one who had leſs Confidence in her 
might eaſily have miſtook for it. When the firſt 
Raptures of this meeting would permit them 
to talk of Buſineſs, they began to relate to 
each other all the Particulars of their Adven- 
tures ſince laſt they parted: But when Ema- 
nuella heard by what means Berillia had been 
directed to enquire for her, and had read 
the Letter Don Jabin hal ſent to Morena; ſhe 


0 I333ͤ;ͤ; 1. 6 EE 


Opinion that the Cauſe of her removal from 


bear expreſſing how nearly ſhe was ronch'd at 
the loſs of that Reputation ſhe had taken ſo 
much - pains to preſerve. And this Regret 
was of excellent ſervice to further a Contri- 
vance which the wicked Berillia had form d. 
wr Hopi — to diſſuade her from all 

thoughts 
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choughts of ever returning to Madrid Nor, 
ſaid ſpe, ſince Don Jab in is ſo diligent in his 
Inquiries, can you be any longer in private 
here, tho I have been ſo fortunate in inter- 
cepting one Letter, he will. undoubtedly 
write again . Morena knows you, and in 
the Perfon of Mercina will Emanuella be diſ- 
cover'd, and every Circumſtance of this Affair 
related, I. would adviſe you ſince, when one 
1S determined to be conceal 4. all Places are 
alike, to call in what Money you have in my 
Father's hands, and quitting Guadalaxara with 
all poſſible expedition, ſettle in ſome. other 
Town. For my part, if I had leſs rea- 
ſon to fly from a Father from whom I now no 
more can hope for Favour, my love for you 
would oblige me to baniſh all other Confide- 
rations, and continue with ou 'till Death en- 
forces a Separation. he again deceiv d 
Emanuella highly approv'd of this Advice, and 
thank'd her for it, and for the Offer ſhe made 
of living with her, in Terms which the Inten- 
tions of the other were far from meriting. 
Since ſhe had refoly'd to proceed in this man- 
ner, the other reminded her, that ſhe muſt 
not delay it; becauſe if they tarried till the 
Account of her making her Eſcape from Morena 
were ſent to her Father, it might poſſibly 
make him ſuſpect his Letter had fallen into 
her hands, and that they were together. 
Nothing could be more natural than this Sup- 
poſition; and for that reaſon Emanuella dif- 
patch'd a Letter to him immediately with a 
demand of a thouſand Crowns, that being the 
beſt part of what was her Due; not doubting 


but by the time it would come to her hands, 
"6 


| 102 The Raſh Reſolve , 8 
5 he ſhould be able to take a Journey. Berillia il 
5 8 alſo writ a Letter at the ſame time to her Lo- 
4 5 ver, but the Contents of it ſhe took care to 
7 conceal from her Couſin, only telling her it 
4 Was to upbraid him for the many Misfortunes 
Wt. her Paſſion for him had occaſioned her. After 
. the Letters were gone, and they had conclu- 
. ded on every thing proper for their Expedition, 
14 they began to make hat Preparations they 
11 could for it, that when the Anſwers ſhould 
1 * come, they might have nothing to do, but to 
ht: depart —Emanuel/a had her young Son bap- 
Wh tized by the Name of Viforinus: A Nurſe 
4 Was provided for him, whoſe Circumſtances 
li would permit her to go with them to any 
. Place they ſhould make choice of; Mules and a 
un! Man-Servant-tro attend them were hired, and 
1 every thing contriv'd, ſo as to be ready at a 
= moment's Warning. 
8 _ HO W. unkindly ſoever Don Jabin might 
"i take it, that Emanuella, who ow'd the being 
'F Miſtreſs of ſo much Money wholly to his In- 
1 terceſſion, ſeem'd to think him unworthy of 
her Confidence, which way ſhe deſign'd to 
IU diſpoſe either of that or herſelf ; he did not fail 
Wh to ſend it: and tho' her good Senſe and the 
1 Gratitude of her Nature, gave her ſome Shocks 
. at treating him in this manner; yet the Arti- 
fice of the Treacheroùs Berillia, join'd to the 
innumerable Perplexities of her Mind, preven- 
ted them from taking ſo great Root in her 
Reflections, as otherwiſe they would have 
done. 7 | 
ALCA IL A was the Place they had agreed 
to go to, not only becauſe they were both 
of them entirely unknown to any body there, 
* Mm but 


— 


E } 
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but alſo, that it being famous for Learning, 
Emanuella thought the young Victorinus, When 
he grew up fit to receive it, might have all 
the Advantages of it, without her being 
oblig'd to ſend him from her ſight; a Misfor- 
tune, which her Tenderneſs for him made ap- 
pear to be the moſt dreadful that couid poſſibly 
befall her: And tho it being much nearer 
to Madrid than the Place they were in, yer 
both of them reſolving to take up other 
Names, they might live there with as little 
danger of Diſcovery as in any other City. 
II being Evening when they ſet out, they lay 
that Night at an Inn about the mid-way : Ema 
nuella, who was too fond of her little Vctorinus 
to ſuffer him to be one moment ſrom her fight, 
wou'd needs have his Nurſe the Partner of her 
Bed, and Berillia had one to herſelf in another 
Chamber. Tho' on vaſtly different Subjects, 
both theſe Ladies had ſufficient to employ their 
Minds. — One paſs'd: away the reſtleſs Hours 
in Contemplation on the many turns of For- 
tune ſhe had known, and in imploring Heaven, 
that where ſhe now was going ſhe might find 
a Settlement for Life—The other was applaud- 
Ing her good Genius, for furniſhing her with 
Artifice to bring about almoſt whatever ſhe 
undertook ; and flattering herſelf with a thou- 
ſand Joys in ſtore, all owing to her own Wit, 
her own Fertility of Invention, and Perfection 
in the Art of Diſſimulation. > LV 
II was very early in the Morning when 
Emannella roſe, and having order'd the Mules 
to be got ready, went herſelf to awake her 
Couſin ; but was not a little ſurpriz*d, when 
coming into her Chamber, ſhe was already up, 
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and gone out: however, imagining no more 
than that, not able to fleep, ſhe had roſe, and 
Was gone to take a walk either in the Fields or 
Garden, bade one of the Servants of the 
Houſe to call her O Heaven ! [aid the Fell 
10 whom | ſhe gave this Command, do you not 
know, that the Lady who laſt Night came 
with you is gone? —— Gone! cryd foe; what 
mean you? ſhe can be gone no farther than to 
take a little Morning Air, therefore prithee i 
make haſte to find her, and let her know we 
are ready to proſecute our Journey. Alas! re- 
ſum d be, I fear-ſhe has deceiv'd you — I give 

you my Word, that it ſhe continu'd to ride, 
as ſhe ſet our, ſhe is, by this time, ſome Leagues 
off. Emanuella cou'd by theſe Words think no 
other than that he who ſpoke them was miſ- 
taken in the Perſon ſhe enquir'd for, and there- 
fore took the pains to deſcribe her to him: but 
he-preſently told her, that he very well knew 
who it was ſhe meant; that they had no other 
Gueſts in the Houſe: but thoſe that came with 
her, and that a young Chevalier well- mounted 
had come by Day-break, and took her away 
with him. I leave the Reader to judge what 
an Aſtoniſhment this Intelligence muſt create 
in the Mind of her who heard it: She was for 
ſome time unable to give any Credit to an In- 
formation ſo highly improbable to be true; but 
when ſhe return'd to her Chamber, and found 
that not only every thing that belong'd to her 
was miſſing, but alſo a little Cabinet, which 
ſhe had entruſted to her Charge, in which was 
contain'd moſt of the Money ſhe had receiv'd 
from Don Jain; dis hard to ſay, whether 
Amazement for ſo baſe aud cruel an Action, or 


Grief 


ke 


part in the Sufferings of another, than did 


\ 
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Grief for the Misfortunes it muſt of neceſſit/ 
ſubject her to, was moſt predominant in her 


Soul to be betray'd, robb'd, and forſaken 
in ſo barbarous a manner, by the Perſon whom 
of all the World ſhe had placed the greateſt 
Confidence in to be expoſed with her dear 


Infant, to all the Miſeries which attend Po- 


verty to loſe at one Stroke all that ſhe 
had in the World No means left her to 
make the leaſt . Proviſion againſt Want and 
Beggary, was ſomething ſo ſhocking, fo dread- 
ful, as rendred all her Courage uſeleſs. — 


She went into the Room where Nurſe was. 


dreſſing her young Maſter for his Journey, and 
the Sight of him made the Reflection of the 
Loſs he had ſuſtain*d more terrible to be born: 
She had not Words preſently to relate what 
had befallen her: and when the good Woman, 
eaſily perceiving by her Countenance that 


ſomething of ill had happen'd, entreated to _ 


know the matter; ſhe could get no more from 


her, for a good while than, O Nurſe I am 


undone ! —— But that, cry'd ſhe, is a trivial 
Woe, that lovely Babe, that Charmer at your 


Breaſt, is ruin'd——we muſt ſtarve, Nurſe ! 
_ periſh for want of Bread the little All we 
had, is loſt——no means is left us for Sup- 


port——no Hope but in the Grave. 
With theſe and the like Exclamations did ſhe 
make the other ſenſible, ſomething very 
unfortunate had happen'd ; but what it was, 
ſhe was far from being able to gueſs; *rill her 
Miſtreſs having a little more recollected her- 
ſelf, at laſt acquainted her with the whole 
Story. Never did any one bear a greater 


this 
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this faithful Creature in thoſe of Emanuella ; 
the Affability and Kindneſs with which ſhe 
had been treated by her, had gain'd as great 
an Intereſt in her Affections in the ſhort time 
me had been with her, as tho” ſhe had been 
bred up with her ; and then her 'Tenderneſs 
for the young Victorinus, was more than equal 
to that which Mothers ordinarily feel for their 
own Children. She join'd in all her La- 
mentations, and vented ten thouſand Curſes Mp 
on the perfidious and ungratefulCauſe of them : 
But perceiving that this rather encreaſed the 
Diſtraction of Emanuella, than any way com- 
forted her, ſhe began to change her Talk, 
begging her to be, as eaſy as ſhe could, and to 
proceed in her Journey to Alcala; and having 
enquir'd which way Berillia and her Conduc- 
tor took, and being inform'd, they went to- 
wards that Town, ſhe endeavour'd to in- 
ſpire her with a hope that they might be heard 
of there. There was indeed but little 
Probability in this Con jecture; but as this 
was not a Place to continue in, the diſtreſs'd 
Lady thought ſhe might as well go there as 
to any other Place ; and complying with the 
Perſuaſions of her Nurſe, they left the Inn, 
and in a ſhort time arriv'd at Alcala. 
-NURSE's Predictions had ſo much of 
Truth in them, that on Enquiry they found 
that ſuch Perſons. as thoſe they ſought had 
paſs d through the City, but had ſtaid no 
longer than-to take a ſmall Refreſhment, and 
were gone on the Road to Madrid. 'To 
fend any body after them, Emannella knew 
would be in vain ; becauſe it was impoſſible 
they would tarry there, on the account of Don 
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Jabin : therefore ſhe was obliged to ſit down 
with the Misfortune without the leaſt Hope ſhe 


ſhould ever have anyReparation for it; but with 


what racking Reflections, thoſe who will but 
give themſelves the trouble of thinking what a 
Woman in her Circumſtances muſt feel, will be 
better able to judge, than all the Deſcriptions I 
could give, would make them. | 
WHAT now could this unhappy Lady do? 
ſhe was in a Place where ſhe was entirely 
unacquainted, tho' that ſhe was ſo, was the 


only Conſolation ſhe had; ſhe had no means 


of providing for herſelf and little Family, and 
when the Charges of, her Journey were de- 
frayed, had ſcarce any Money remaining 
No Condition ſure was ever fo calamitous as 


her's—— Her Spirits had doubtleſs ſunk. 
beneath the weight of Sorrow, which op- 


preſs'd her, if the Vigour of her Care for her 
dear Child had not kept them up. Some 
thing muſt be thought on for the procuring for 
him the Neceſſaries of Life, whatever ſhould 
become of herſelf and thinking nothing too 
much to do for him, ſhe threw off the fine 
Lady, endeavour'd to forget whoſe Daughter 
ſhe was, and the Hopes ſhe was bred to, and 
ſubmitted to the meaneſt, and . moſt ſervile 
Offices for Bread. She took a little Lodg- 


ing in the cheapeſt part of the Town, and 


leaving her Nurſe at home to take Care of 
that which was much dearer to her than all 
other Conſiderations, ſhe went every day to 
a Convent in that City; where doing Services 


for the Nuns in the manner of an Out or 


Lay-Siſter, ſhe made a ſhift to get as much 


as maintain'd them, tho in a manner which 


© 4 none 
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none Who had known her before theſe Miſ- 
forrunes came. upon her, could have believ'd 
ſhe could have liv'd to endure; But what 
will. not Love enable one to go through ! what 
Difficulties are ſo great but Inclination can 
Surmount ! She condeſcended to every thing 
with Chearfulneſs, for the ſake of Victorinus; 
and while ſhe fed her longing Eyes with 
gazing on his Infant-Charms, and claſped the 
ovely Innocent in her Arms, . ſhe thought 
herſelf not wretched ; and , paſſing all the 
Night in that ſweet Employment, forgot the 
Hardſhips of the Day. In ſpite of the real 
Coldneſs with which ſhe had been treated by 
Emilius, and the monſtrous Ingratitude and 
Bafenefs ſhe had been made to believe him 
guilty of, her Soul ſtill confeſs'd the Graces 
of his Perſon ; his Image was too deeply im- 
preſs'd in her Mind, ever to baniſhed thence, 
tho” effac d and blotted by the Memory of his 
Crimes: The little Victorinus had Features 
ſo perfectly reſembling his, that there wanted 
bur Age to make them appear the ſame ; 
and this Likeneſs not a little added to the 
Fondneſs ſhe otherwiſe had for him. All the 
Paſſion ſhe once had for the Father, was now 
tranſmitted to the Son; which join'd to the 
ſoft Care which all who are Mothers feel, 
rais'd her's to the moſt elevated Pitch that 
Humanity is capable of being inſpir'd with. 
BUT, to proſecute the melancholy Hiſtory of 
her Misfortunes, ſhe had languiſh'd away (for 
it could not be call'd living) ſeven or eight 
Months at Alcala in the manner already repre- 
ſented, without ſeeing, or being ſeen by any 
body ſhe knew; but *tis probable the one 
8 | * might 


1 
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might be owing to the little notice ſhe took of 
every thing but what concern'd her Buſineſs, 
and the other to the Station ſhe was in, fo far 
different from that in which any one would 
have imagin'd to have found the accompliſh'd, 
and once ſo much ador'd Emanuella. But one 
day being at the Cloyſter-Gate on her uſual 

Employment, ſhe ſaw a handſome young Fryar 
waiting to be admitted to ſpeak with the Ab- 
beſs; happening to ſtay a little longer than was 
cuſtomary, ſhe had an opportunity of conſider- 
ing his Face, and fancying at firſt fight ſhe 
knew him, on looking more heedfully, ſoon 
diſcovered him to be Don Octavio, one whom 
ſhe had formerly many Opportunities of con- 
verſing with at the Houſe of Don Jabin, and 
whom ſhe ſince had heard had fought with 
Emilius on the account of Donna Julia. Cu- 
riofity made her enquire of ſome of the Nuns, 
who ſhe perceiv'd knew him, what had been 
the occaſion of his becoming one of the Reli- 
gious ; and was told by them, that it was oc- 
caſion'd by Deſpair : that Honour preventing 
him from attempring any thing againſt a Rival 
who had given him his Life, he forſook the 
World as ſoon as his hopes were at an end, by 
the Marriage of Julia with the Count; and 
that the Abbeſs of that Nunnery being his 
Aunt, he came there to pay his Duty as he 
paſs'd thro* Alcala in his way to ſome other 
part of the Country. Se had experienc'd 
too much of Love and Deſpair, to be ſurpriz'd 

at the Effect ſhe found thoſe Paſſions had 
caus'd in him, and it was with compaſſion on- 
ly ſhe reflected on a Change ſo little to be ex- 
pected from that Gaiety, which he was _ 
| rac 


1 


— 
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the moſt fam'd for of any Chevalier in Madrid. 

She was highly ſatisfy'd however in her Mind, 

that her Dreſs, and the Alteration of her Cir- 

| cumſtances had fo much diſguis'd her, that a 
* Perſon who had been ſo perfectly acquainted 
| with her Face, ſhould now not have any notion 
he had ſeen it before, and began to live with 
more ſecurity in her thought, that ſhe might 
continue undiſcover'd, tho“ ſhe ſhould happen 
to be ſeen even by Emilius himſelf, the Per- 
ſon of all the World from whom, as ſhe then 
Was, ſhe moſt deſir'd to be conceal'd.' But 
alas! it was not ordain'd for this unhappy Wo- 
man to have any part of her Wiſhes com- 
pleated ; ſhe but hoped to live and die in this 
forlorn Obſcurity, and that alſo was deny'd 
her: It was but a few days after ſhe had ſeen 
Octavio, that a Lady, call'd Donna Jacinta del 
Florezada, a young Widow of a vaſt Eſtate, 
who us'd frequently to come and paſs ſome 
Hours in converſation with the Nuns, deſir'd 
to. ſpeak with her; ſhe had often ſeen her at 
the Convent, and taking more notice of the 
Delicacy of her Hands and Complexion, the 
Sweetneſs of her Voice, and the graceful Man- 
ner in which ſhe delivered her Words, than 
many others who had the ſame opportunity of 
obſerving her, imagin'd ſhe had been educated 
in a faſhion which might deſerve a better State 
of Life than what ſhe at preſent liv'd in ; and 
having ſome young Children, believ'd ſhe 
might be a proper Perſon for a Governeſs: 
She diſcours'd her on that Head, and putting 
many queſtions to make tryal of her Capacity, 
found it ſo infinitely beyond what even her 
good Opinion had ſuggeſted, that ſhe Re 
ately 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. III 
ately made her an offer of coming into her 
Houſe, and aſſur d her of Uſage more like a 
Siſter than a Servant. | ; 

THIS Propoſal, tho” an extraordinary = 
Favour, (for Donna Jacinta was not only 
one of the greateſt, but beſt Woman in the 
Place) was not altogether ſo agreeable to Ema- 
nuella as the other expected. In the firſt 
place, ſhe knew not how to part with that 
dear Babe, whom as yet ſhe had never been 
abſent from one Night, and whom her very 
Soul was wrapt in.——And in the next, 
ſhe was unwilling to go into a Family where 
ſhe knew there was always a great Variety 
of Company, for fear ſome one or other might f 
happen to know her. — The firſt of theſe Rea- ; 
ſons ſhe made no ſcruple of acquainting Donna 
Jacinta with, and the other ſhe palliated by 
faying ſhe was of a Diſpoſition too melan- 9 
choly to endure the ſight of many People”; f 
and for that cauſe fear d ſhe might be unfit + 
for the Employment ſhe would engage her in.— 
But the obliging Lady would be deny'd by no 
means; ſhe had taken a fancy to her, and was 
reſolv'd to have her: ſhe told her ſhe com- 
mended the Love and Care ſhe ſeem'd to have 
of her Child, and that ſhe would be far from 
endeavouring to alienate an Affection ſo praife- 
worthy, or make her unhappy by taking her 
from that which ſhe ſo dearly priz d. You ſhall 
have your Child with you, ſaid ſhe, both that and 
a Nurſe to look after it ſhall be as welcome as 
your ſelf; and as it grows up, I will undertake to 
give him an Education equal to my own: and 
as for your other Objections, tho* I think Com- 
pany the be ſt relief for Melancholy, I will wo 
FFF | n 
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preſs you to come into it—You ſhall ſee no body 
but thoſe whom you think fit——Nor will I 
exact any thing from you, but what ſhall be 
agreeable to your own Inclinations. There 
appeared ſo uncommon a Good-Nature and 
Frankneſs in this Lady, as well as Advan- 


tage in the Offer ſhe made her, that Emanu- 


ella muſt have thought herſelf both her own 
and Child's Enemy to have refuſed it. She 
accepted it therefore with all the Acknow- 
ledgments of Gratitude with it, and immedi- 
ately went home to put herſelf in as good a 


Capacity as ſhe could, to return to this kind 


Patroneſs for good and all. Her poor Nurſe 
was over-joy d when ſhe heard the News, 
and every thing being ready in a few Hours, 
all the little Family remov'd, from daily Care, 
Scarcity, and ſometimes Want, to Eaſe, Plenty, 
and to. Chearfulnefs: They were receiv'd 
with a Welcome far beyond their Expectations; 
had an Apartment affignd for them, as tho? 
they. had been Gueſts, not continued Inmates 
of the Houſe : the Servants were order'd to 
treat Emanuella, who had now given herſelf 
the Name of Placi/ia, with all the reſpe& ima- 
ginable, and her Nurſe with the ſame Kind- 
nels, as if it were their own young Maſter 
ſhe attended. Donna Jacinta was ſo far from 
promiſing more than ſhe intended to perform, 


that on the contrary her Words came infinitely 


ſhort of her Deeds. Nor was ſhe of that 
faſhy uncertain Temper which ſome People 
are of, tho" accounted Good-humour'd too, 
of being one day extravagantly fond of thoſe. 
they call Friends, and the next ſcarce owning 
they have any ſuch Acquaintance : She was 
8 Ge Kh h RES 
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always the ſame, always in one, Temper, un- 
leſs it were, that her Affections ſeem'd every 
day to encreaſe to her new Companion; but 
that is little to be wonder'd at, ſince this un- 
happy Fair had a ſtock of Charms in her Con- 
ver{ation and Behaviour, which were not to be 
diſcover'd all at once: The Amendment in her 
manner of living made alſo fo great a one in 
her Looks, that ſhe was hardly to be known 
for the Perſon who ug'd to be employ'd in 
Meſſages, or whatever other mean Office the 
Nuns had no more diſcernment than to put her 
to. - She now began to reſume her former 
Charms, and appear again herſelf. Jacinta 
perceiving her Skill in Muſick, Painting, Phi- 
loſophy, and all thoſe Accompliſhments which 
few but thoſe of Quality can afford, or at 
leaſt rake the pains to have their Children in- 
ſtructed in, could not be perſuaded. bur that 
ſhe was of Noble Deſcent, and frequently fol- 
licited her to give her the Hiſtory of her Lite ; 
but the other could not be prevail'd upon to 
relate more than that her Father was a Gen- 
tleman in a diſtant part of Spain, and that by 
marrying againſt his Conſent to a .Perfon who 
was now dead, ſhe had been reduced ro many 
Misfortunes. This was a Story ſhe had 
fram'd, for all who enquired into her Affairs; 
nor could all the kindneſs of this Lady 
oblige her to reveal the Truth: Her Nurſe 
was alſo extreamly faithful to the Truſt ſhe 
had repoſed in her, nor ever divnlged rhe leaſt 
Hint of thoſe Affairs ſhe knew, which tho“ 
but a ſmall part, was yet enough to have made * 
all that her Miſtreſs had ſaid appear fabulous. 
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114 The Raſh Reſolwe: or, 
; _ THUS did ſhe live as happy as a Perſon 
can live, who lives dependent on the Fayour of 
another : that good Lady took care to confer 
her Obligations in ſuch a manner, . that they 
ſhould be as little as poſſible uneaſy to the 
Receiver ; and the other was ſo ſenſible of her 
Favours, that ſhe at length became her's as 
much thro' Inclination as Duty.——-She had 
continu'd with her about a Year without any 
thing happening of moment, and ſhe was be- 
ginning to think Fortune was grown weary of 
perſecuting her, and would permit her to con- 
tinue in that Aſylum of Tranquillity which 
ſhe now enjoy'd : She had no reaſon to ima- 
gine ſhe ſhould not live and die with this kind 
Friend ; and the Experience of her Goodnels 
to herſelf, gave her a certainty that the young 
Victorinus would find the Effects of it in as full 
a manner as if ſhe were to live.——She would 
often talk to Donna Jacinta in this manner, 
who, tho' ſhe never heafd her without re- 
newing the Promiſes ſhe had before made her, 
yet ſhe endeavour'd to put her off from ſuch 
kind of Diſcourſes, becauſe ſhe thought them 
a kind of Food to that Melancholy ſhe ſeem'd 
- but too much to give way to. They were ſit⸗ 
: ting together one day, when a Gentleman and 
Lady, attended by a great number of Ser- 
vants, alighted at the Gate, which oblig'd 
Donna Jacinta to go to receive them: Emanu- 
ella continu'd in her Chamber, the other per- 
ceiving how much averſe ſhe ſeem'd to be ſeen 
by any body but the Family, had for a good 
while left ſolliciting her to come into Company; 
but ſhe had not now remain'd long alone, be- 
fore ſhe came running into the Room, * 
| er 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 115 © 
her ſhe would oblige her ſo far as to come 
down ſhe told her the Perſons that came 
to viſit her were her near Relations, and that 
the Lady, who was moſt paſſionately fond of 
her Husband, and had no Children by him, 
had happen'd to ſee the little Victorinus at play. 
in the Garden, and imagin'd him ſo like her 
Lord, that ſhe expreſs'd a prodigious Impa- 
tience to ſee the Mother. It would be impoſſi- 
ble to repreſent the diſturb'd Motions of Ema=  — 
nuella's Soul all the time ſhe heard her ſpeak— 
ſhe began to think of ſomething, tho' at pre- 
ſent ſhe could not well tell of what a ſort 
of diſtant Gueſs——a wild Notion of a Poſſibi- 
lity of ſome wonderful Event a thouſand : 
incoherent unconnected Ideas ran in an inſtant. b 
thro* her Mind, and almoſt threw. her into a 3 
Swoon. Donna Jacinta was extremely ſur- 
priz'd to find ſo ſudden an Alteration in her 9 
Countenance, and ask'd her if ſhe were not | 5 
well. No, Madam (anſwer d ſhe, ſcarce 
able to ſpeak) and therefore intreat you would 
excuſe my appearing before this Company. I 
know not how to do it (reſum'd the other) fince + 
they are ſo very preſſing, but will endeavour it 
at your Requeſtt——tho* I could wiſh, (added 
ſhe) that I could prevail on you: the Lady, 
who is my Couſin Germain, is marry d to a 
Count of the Empire, and it may be prodigi- 
ouſly in their power to She had opportu- 2 
nity to ſay no more, the Perſon ſhe was ſpeak- 
ing to, was now incapable of hearing her, and 
fallen at her Feet on the Floor, quite ſenſe- 
leſs. Amaz'd as ſhe was, ſhe omitted no- 
thing for her Recovery, and throwing Water 
on her Face, ſoon brought her to herſelf ; but 
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Wonder: Nothing was more apparent, than 


ready had work'd ſuch ſad Effects, were very 
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who by one fatal Crime has drawn down all 
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the Torrent of Tears which guſh'd from her 
Eyes, as ſoon as ſhe open'd them the Sighs, 
which at her return of Breath ſeeming as tho? 
they would exhauſt it quite, made the good- 
natur d Obſerver half ſtupefy'd with Grief and 


that ſhe had been brought into this Condition 
only by her being preſs d to go into this Com- 
pany.; and not being able to gueſs the reaſon 
of it, and perceiving ſhe did not go about to 
ſpeak it For Heaven's ſake, ſaid ſbe, what have 
T faid to occaſion this Confuſion of your Soul? 
or what has Count Emilins, or Donna Julia done, 
which ſhould render their Preſence ſo hateful 
to you? Theſe Words, which fo entirely 
confirm'd her in thoſe Suggeſtions which al- 


near throwing her again into thoſe Faintings 
from which ſhe had fo lately been recover'd— 
but muſtering up all the Spirit ſhe had left to 
ſtand this Shock, which of all that had be- 
fallen her, ſeem'd the moſt terrible, ſhe flung 
herſelf at the Feet of Donna Jacinta, and with 
trembling Hands catching hold of her Robe, 
O!] pardon me, (ſaid ſhe, in ſcarce intelligible 
Accents) pardon me, moſt excellent Lady, that 
I have abus'd your Goodneſs with a feign'd 

ale—T am not the Perſon. I pretended, but a 
Wretch unworthy of your Favour—a Wretch, 


the ſtor'd Vengeance of high Heaven on her— 
but, as you have hitherto been ſo divinely 
kind O caſt me not off at once—Expoſe me 
not to Horrors worſe than Death—than Hell— 
O fave me from the Sight of Emilius, and you 
ſhall hereafter be made ſenſible of the 1 
ym 1 | ruth 
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Truth of my unhappy Story. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, 
and Donna Jacinta was about to make ſome 
Reply, when ſhe was prevented, by the ſud- 
den coming in of Emilius and his Lady, with 
the young Victorinus in her hand: The Sur- 
prize they were in, that Jacinta ſtay d ſo much 
longer than they expected, their Impatience to 
ſee the Mother of a Child whom both of them 
were ſo much charm'd with, made them take 
the Liherty, being told which Room ſhe was 
in, of [coming up. Emanuella being oppoſite 
to the Door, had the opportunity of ſeeing 
them firſt ; and in the inſtant. Diſtraction that 
View gave her, incapable of any Thought bur 
how to ſhun it, a Window by. Accident being 
open, ſhe flew to it, and crying out, Fate, thou 
haſt doue thy worſt! was very near throwing 
herſelf out of it, if Donna Jacinta, who, tho 
equally ſurpriz'd, had her 'Thoughts more pre- 
par'd for ſuch an Adventure, had not been 
very quick in catching hold of her. Emilias, 
who at once ſaw Emanuella and her Deſpair, 
ſtood for ſome Moments like one depriv'd of 
Motion - No Words can reach what twas 
he felt at an Object ſo unexpected! So alarm- 
ing! the moſt ſtrong Surprize, the moſt violent 
Grief, the. moſt paſſionate Tenderneſs at once 
poſſeſs d him, and he was as unable to expreſs 

the Force of either, as I am to deſcribe it. 
DONNA. Julia, who had but one Paſſion to 
ſtruggle with, ſoon overcame that enough to 
ask her Couſin Jacinta, what had occaſioned 
the Confuſion ſhe beheld, and her own Con- 
ſternation ; but that Lady, who {till held the 
afflicted Emanuella in her Arms at the other 
end of the Room, and was endeavouring to 
0 per- 


— 
— 


perſuade her to Moderation, had not leiſure 
to make any Reply to what ſhe ſaid, or to 
cafe her own Wonder, by enquiring the Source 
of this Affair; which tho' ſhe gueſs'd at part 
of, was far from imagining who Emanuela re- 
ally was, or the Cauſes ſhe had for Deſpair. 
Emilius was the only Perſon who cou'd un- 
fold this Myſtery, and believing, that ſince ſo 
much had been diſcover'd, it were beſt to 
reveal the whole, refolv'd to do it, tho 
it were ſo nice a Point, that it requir'd all 
the Rhetorick he was Maſter of, to handle 
without giving Offence to Donna Julia He 
was alſo divided in his Sentiments, whether 
it wou'd not more add to the Diforder of 
Emanuella to relate the Story before her Face, 
or by taking the Company into another Room, 
leave her in ſuſpence ; but after a little debate 
in his Mind, he at length concluded on the 
; latter as moſt proper ; and drawing nearer to 
the Place where Donna Jacinta and Emanuella 
were, addreſſing himſelt to the former, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I believe it will be much better 
for us to retire, and leave this afflicted Lady 
to that Repoſe our continuing here may hinder 
her from enjoying. I will not, Madam ! added 
he, turning to the other, and bowing very reſpeti-. 
fully, preſume to remain in your Sight, nor re- 
turn to it 'till thoſe Stains the 'Treachery of 
the unworthy Berillia have caſt on my Character 
are remov'd - then you will find Emilins 
has not been ſo blameable, as at preſent he ap- 
pears; and will, I hope, admit his Preſence, 
without giving him any Tortures by the fight 
of yours. As much averſe as Emanuella was 
to hear him ſpeak, the Name of Berillia at- 
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matted her. Attention; in the midſt of her 


Agonies, in the midſt of that Shock of Nature 


his ſudden coming. had given her, ſhe wou'd 
have been pleas d at finding him not altogether 
ſo guilty as ſhe had behey'd him; and fancying 
there was a poſſibility that unfaithful Crea- 
ture had decelv'd her, in the Repreſentation 
ſhe had made of him, as well as in other Af- 
fairs, would have been contented to have had 
him repeat what he knew of her; and finding 
there was now an abſolute Neceſſity of every 
thing being diſcover'd, thought the Recital might 


as wel be made before her Face: ſhe felt ſome- 


thing at her Heart, which gave her an Aſſu- 
rance ſhe ſhou'd not long ſurvive ſo publick an 
Eclairciſſment of what ſhe had done, and was 
willing to ſubmit to the ſhame of it, to gra- 
tify her Impatience, ro acknowledge herſelf 
miſtaken in condemning the Man, whom to 
have found innocent ſhe wou d, a long time 
ago, have parted with Life. If, ſaid ſhe, 2 
Lord! you have any thing to tell me of the 
Falſhood of that wicked Wretch, more than 
what I am already appriz d of, I beg i it may be 
no Secret: Set forth in what terms you pleaſe 
her Faults, and my Misfortunes; I am inur'd 
to Miſeries of all kinds, and can endure even 
this ſevereſt Tryal. Perhaps, continu'd ſhe 
weeping, with greater Fortitude than the reſt, 

becauſe it is the laſt the laſt of Horrors I can 
live, to know. She made this Requeſt in ſuch 
a manner, and accompany'd it with ſo many 
Sighs, and ſuch Diſtortion of her Features 
while ſhe was ſpeaking, that the Count made 
a doubt whether it, was beſt for him to com- 


ply with it; and is probable wou'd have 
evaded 
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evaded it, had ſhe not over, and over again, 


intreated he wou'd relate all he knew, and put 
a period to the Amazement which his Wife and 


Donna Jacinta were all this time involv'd in; 


till finding himſelf preſs'd paſt Denyal not 
only by her, but-by thoſe two Ladies, who glad 
ſhe had propos'd it, ſeconded her Deſire, he 
was oblig' d to ſatisfy their Curioſity ; which 
after having a little recollected what he was 
about to diſcloſe, he did in theſe, or the like 
Words. e O87 
I believe, ſaid he, that for the Satisfaction of 
all here, I need repeat no more than what Be- 
rillia herſelf confeſs'd, when happening to be 
taking the Air, about a Mile from Madrid, I 
ſaw that unhappy Wretch lying on the Graſs, 
weltring in her Blood, wounded in three or 
four Places, and almoſt ready to expire: So 
fad an Obje& rais'd all that was compaſſionate 
in my Soul, but when I went nearer, in hopes 
to afford her ſome Relief, Words wou'd but 
poorly make you ſenſible what twas I felt at 
knowing her to be Berillia, whom I thought 
one of the fincereſt of my Friends. I be- 
gan to teſtify ſome part of my Concern, by 
enquiring by what means ſhe had become in 
that Condition, and offering to bind up her 
Wounds, but fhe wou'd not permit me; but 
diſcovering all the marks ef the moſt poinant 
and terrible Deſpair that ever was, told me, 
all Care wou'd be in vain, that ſhe was a 
dead Woman—and that if there was a Poſſi- 
bility for her Wounds to be healed, ſhe wou'd 
herſelf make others, which ſhou'd be beyond 
the Power of Art. And then, perceiving 
my Amazement at hearing her ſpeak in this 
8 | man- 


\ 


© 8 5 1 1 
The Unt imely Diſ COVEY. I:2 T 
manner, You (cy'd fhbe) Emiligg, have the leaſt 
Reaſon to pity me of all the World vou I 
have wrong d in the higheſt manner. 
contimi d ſhe, in an Agony to ' which the Rack is 
mean, Heaven never can forgive the Injuſtice 
I have done you, nor the Ruin I have brought 
on the innocent Emanuella - both both 
of you J have betray d traduc'd, and tho 
ſhe is the greateſt Sufferer, tis you appear the 
only Criminal. She then, on my Intreaty, and 
Aſſurance of Pardon for whatever ſhe had 
done, proceeded to inform me, how cruelly ſhe 
had accus'd me to you, and confeſs'd, that all 
the Intelligence ſhe had given me was falſe 
concerning your clandeſtine Marriage with an 
inferiour Perſon, who ſince grown weary of, 
you had ſent to Andaluxia, where he died; 
of a ſhameful Intrigue you carry'd on with 
another, even at the time-that you permitted 
my Addreſſes; and a thouſand ſuch like mon- 
ſtrous Inventions, which J do not very well re- 
member; or if I did, ſhou'd bluſh to wound 
your Ears witn. 11 43 91 
EMANUELL 4 cou'd not hear the 
Recital of ſuch vile Accuſations without lift= 
ing up her Eyes to Heaven, in token of Aſto- 
niſhment, that there cou'd be ſuch Wicked- 
neſs permitted; but reſtrained herſelf from 
ſaying any thing to interrupt him: and he 
went on in this manner. 2 OT; | 
IT may ſeem like an idle Excuſe, continu'd 
the Count, for me to ſay in my Defence, that 
when ſhe endeavour'd to bring me to that 
Opinion her baſe Intentions aim'd; ſhe made 
uſe of all the Artifice the Devil ever taught, 


and bound me from WM ns either by Words, 
; or 


OI 
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or Letters, a tittle of what ſhe had 35 by 


Oaths too terrible to be diſpens d with; ſo I ſhall 
only fay, before this Lady Gy is now "my Wife, 
F 44 that time thought myſelf tog much the 
Husband of Emanuel/a to have made my Ad- 
dreſſes to any other, had not the Stratagems 
ble the falſe Berilia impos d ſo, artfully on my 
Belief as to make me imagine the Engagements 
between us had been firſt diſſoly d by you. — 
But I vill not detai n your Attention, WA 6 
ledging any thing in vindication of a 
Whom, perhaps, you wiſn not ſhouꝰ d be cent 4: 
and who has it not now in his power to re- 
pair the Injuries you have ſuſſer d on his ſcore. 
be dying Berillia,. as I was about to tell 
you, had Breath enough to confeſs all this firl 
part of her Barbarity at large, but her Strength 
decteaſing, ſhe run; but ſlightly over that 
which the afterwards was guilty of to you, in 
compiring with a young Man, whom, ſhe for a 
lotig-time had held'a criminalConverſation with, 
to rob you of that. Money ſhe had advis'd you 
to call out of her Father's hands; - and how 
the Villain, as ſhe-was" travelling with him to 
Toledo, as he had made her hope, had taken it 
from her, ſtabb'd her, and left her in that 
condition in which I found her. The 
Horrors which ſeiz d on this poor Wretch, at 
the approach of Death, wou'd be too dreadful 
to deſcribe: Never did 1 ſuſtain.a ſhock like 
What the fight of them occaſion'd in me; but, 
baſe as ſhe had been, Lhad promis'd her For- 
giveneſs; and indeed, the Penitence ſhe ex- 
preſs'd ſeem'd* to deſerve it : therefore, after 
Waiting till I found ſhe-had no longer Senſe of 


Ay or Conſolation, I remounted, and 94 as 
| a 
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falt-as. I, cou d into the Town, with the meta- 
choly Account of what T had, ſeen and heard 
to. Don Jabin, who, not forgetting ſhe was his 


Child, tho' a, diſobedient one, ſent Servants to 
fetch her Body, and bury d it in u Faffnon | 


2 9 


ſuirable to her Quality. Th 

HERE Emihns concluded his Narration, 
Which, as he expected, put an end to the Won- 
der this little Company had been in, Before 
they had any gueſs how Placillia and he had 
been acquainted : but not only his Wife, but 
Jacinta had alſo heard much of Emanuella, the 
Misfortunes which che Axarice of Don Pedro 
had ſubjected her to,— the Fayour ſhe had 
found trom the King, in obliging him to re* 
pair part of the Loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, —— 
the Engagements ſhe had wich the Counti==— 
their breaking off, ——— her going afterward 
among the Pourclairs,— —her ſudden leaving 
them; and the Diſcourſe that fill'd the 
Town " what reaſon ſhe had been oblig'd to 
do ſo.— All this was no Secret to either of 
them, and from the firſt Diſcovery that Pla- 
cilia was Emanuella, they ceas'd to be ſurpriz d 
ar the effects of ſuch a meeti but both of 
them, as well as Emanyella dertelf If, expected he 
would have taken ſome notice, in his Diſcourſe, 
of the little Victorinus, who, doubtleſs, had not 
been left unmention d by Berillia ; and whom, 
ſince the clearing of his Mother's Innocence, 
he cou'd make no doubt of being his own 
Child: —— but that was a Subject he fear d 
wou'd be too ſhocking to the well known 
Niceneſs of Emanuel/a's Modeſty. - Be- 
ſides, he knew not how his Wike might rake A 
Repetition of What, by many Circumſtances, 
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124 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
ſhe cou'd not but be ſenſible of without. 
But that Lady ſuſpecting the reaſon of his Si- 
lence on that head, and willing to ſhew how 
much her Soul diſdain'd that mean Paſſion 
Wives are too liable to fall into; taking Ema- 
nuella by the Hand, and preſſing it with a moſt 
obliging Tenderneſs, Tho' Madam ( ſaid ſhe ) 
rhe Count has Charms, which created in me a 
Wiſh to become his Wife, long before I had 
the leaſt Hope of being ſo; I beg you will 
believe me, when I proteſt by all that's ſacred, 
had I been appriz'd of the Right you had 
him, I would have choſe to fall a Martyr to 
ſpair, rather than by gratifying my Deſires 
have been guilty of ſo much Tnjuſtice ; nor can 
I ever yield to be Partaker more of Joys to 
which you have a ſuperior Claim, unleſs 
you vouchſafe to give a Sanction which the 
Prieſt had not the power to do: Emilius 
firſt was yours, is ſtill yours, by all 
thoſe Ties which ought to bind an honeſt 
Mind ; and, if you can forgive the Crime 
he has been but betray'd to act, I here re- 
ſign him, and with him, the Title I have 
innocently ſo long uſurp d. Emanu- 
ella, who had liſtned with Surprize to this 
uncommon Generoſity, wou'd ſuffer her to 
proceed no farther, but interrupting her. 
How glad am I ( ſaid ſpe) to find before 
I die, one Woman, whoſe Excellence of Na- 
ture Will preferve my Sex from thoſe Impu- 
tations the monſtrous Wickedneſs of Berillia 
wou'd elſe draw on it : But, do not 
think, moſt incomparable Fulia, that I have 
a Soul ſo little capable of Gratitude, as to 
abuſe ſuch Goodneſs ; Emilius is only 
| yours, 


* 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 12 
yours; whatever Engagements had paſs'd be- — 
tween. us, I myſelf diſſolv d. When, 
by the Loſs of my Fortune I thought my- 
ſelf unworthy of his Bed, I relinquifh'd all 
the Right his Vows. had given me to him; 
and his enfranchis'd Heart was free for you, , 
or any Lady whoſe Deſerts might claim the 
Prize. I have nothing to accuſe. him of, 
and am too much his Friend, not to rejoice 
that his good Stars directed him, where 
Beauty join'd with ſuch conſummate Virtne 
cannot fail to give him laſting Happineſs. 
Nothing I cou'd ſay wou'd be ſufficiently 
Pictureſs, to paint the various Agitations 

which perplex'd the Soul of Emilius all the 

time they were ſpeaking ; but the Matter 
was too delicate for him, to offer at an In- 
terpoſition, and not being able to ſay any thing 
but what might poſſibly cauſe Diſtaſte ei- 
ther in the one or the other, he choſe to 
remain ſilent, and leave the noble - minded 
Ladies to decide the generous Conteſt, as 
they pleas' d: When the admirable Julia 
thus proſecuted the Deſign, which had in- 
duc'd her to ſpeak in the manner ſhe had 
done to Emanuella. Since, Madam! ( ſaid ſhe) 
either to the Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, 
which will not ſuffer you to render a Wo- ; 
man, who, you think, has not ſufficient For- 
titude to ſuſtain it, miſerable by the Loſs 
of all ſhe loves, or to the little Inclination 
you have to pardon him, who, after the ad- 
mirable Emanuella, cou'd look on any other 
with a Lover's Eyes: To which ſoever of 
theſe Reaſons I am indebted for the con- 


tinuance of the Name I wear, you mult 
per- 


1 26 'The Rb Reſobve : or, 


mit me to remind you, there is another 


Tye, of which you haye not the power to 


diſengage Emiliu > ——— This lovely Infant 
( continu'd ſhe, taking' him in hey Arms) Whom 
at firſt ' ſight attracted my Love, muſt ever 
be acknowledg'd as the Juſt Heir of all his 
Father is poſſeſs d of; and, give me 
leave alſo, to re gard him with a Mother's 
Tenderneſs; and 1555 many Children ſoever 
Heaven «ſhall be pleas'd to bleſs me with, 
make him an equal Sharer with them" of all 
the little Fortune I can call my own 

Nay (added ſhe, after a little pauſe, and per- 
ceiving, - by her Looks, the Confufi on of Emanu- 


ella's Soul at theſe Wards) as a Teſtimony 


that you are not diſpleas'd at the Intereſt 
J pretend to take in this little Charmer, 
you muſt, conſent. | to live with me as a 
Siſter, == as a Friend. Here Donna 
Jacinta ( pitying from her Soul the Emo- 
tions Emanuella muſt feel ar ſuch Oblige- 
ments from her Rival) thought it was her 
Place to ty org 5 and interrupting her, No, 
Couſin, (ſaid ſhe) 1 muſt put a bar to 
this laſt Requeſt ; ——— I had a Friend- 
ſhip for Emanuella, before 1 knew who ſhe 
was, and cannot conſent to part with her 
when I find her ſo much more worthy my 
Eſteem : She muſt continue with me 
till Death inforces a Separation. — She 
was about to ſay ſomething more, when 
Emanuella, 'over-preſs*'d with Shame, with 
Gratitude, with Tenderneſs, and perhaps, 
a mixrure of another Paſſion more difficult 
to be ſupported than all the reſt; had no 


longer Strength to ſtruggle with the differ- 


ing 
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ing Agitations, and ſunk. fainting! in her 
Chair: It would be hard to fay, Whether, 
the Care of bringing her to herſelf, ap-, 
pear d molt, zealous in the Endeavours of 
Donna Julia, Donna Jacinta, or, Emilius 3 
the latter of whom, as ſoon as ſhe was in 
a Condition of hearing them, ſaid a thou- 
ſand tender and obliging things to her; nor 
did the generous Partner of his Bed con- 
ceive the leaſt; Diſpleaſure at it, but, on 
the contrary, thought he neyer cou'd ex- 
preſs a Senſe enough of what that unhappy 
Lady had ſuffer'd for him, and wou'd have 
rejoic'd to have had it in her power to 
have afforded her any Conſolation : but alas! 
her Misfortunes were now arriv'd at their 
utmoſt height, and ſoon muſt know a Pe- 
riod with her Life. Reſentment was all 
which for a long time had kept the Lamp 
of Life awake, and that being now 'extin- 
guſh'd in a Flood of ſofter Paſſions, the 
other mult of neceſſity expire. — — They 
ſoon found ſhe was too much diſorder' d for 
Converſation, and therefore, thought it con- 
venient ſhe ſhould be put into a Bed, where 
perceiving ſhe grew worſe, a Phyſician was 
ſent for to attend; but from the Moment 
he ſaw her, he began to doubt any Succeſs 
of his Preſcriptions: In ſhort, ſhe died in 
three days, of no other Diſtemper than a 
broken Heart; equally lamented by Donna 
Julia, as by Emilius and Jaciuta Nor did 
they, after her Death, take Teſs Care than 
they had promis'd of young Viftorinus ; each 
ſeem'd to out-vye the other in their Fondneſs 
of him: He was bred in all the Accompliſh- 
| ; ments 
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ments which can adorn a Youth of Quality; 
and after the Deceaſe of Emilius, and his ge- 
nerous Lady, who never had any Children 
herſelf, was left in poſſeſſion of the Fortunes 
of them both, with a conſiderable Addition 
from the Friendſhip © of Jacinta: which he 
makes uſe of with a' Nobleneſs of Soul, pro- 
portionable to the Hopes of thoſe who gave 
him the Means of expreſſing it; and is at this 
day the greateſt Ornament of me Kingdom 
Which claims ris Birth. 41) 
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Shaken by: Ir. Tom. Cranks!” 


B Her Sooke Strokes diſplay was parple Grim me, 
"The Paſſions feel, and the Soul fwells Sublime, | 


WH Comick, all this Pomp Wos declines, _ : 
Softens her Light, and rather ſmiles, than ſhines ; 
She but your known. faqtliar Follies fhews, 
Prudes, Miſers, Cullies, Fops, Coquets, and Beaus : 
With her, as at fame 1 poor Man's Feaft, you meet, 
what the Gueſts contribute, | i es the Treat. s 


Critics ! be 4 — Skill diſplay 1 
A dangerous Woman-Poet wrote the bia: 
One, who not fears your Fury, tho prevailing, 
More than your Match, in every thing, but Railing. by 

Give her fair Quarter, and hene er ſhe tries Je, 

Safe in ſuperior Spirit, ſhe defies ye: © 
Meaſure her Force, by her known Novels, writ 
With manly Vigour, and with Woman's Wit. © 
Then tremble, and depend, if ye beſet her, © 
She, who can talk fo well, may aft yet better. 


Learn, 
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Spoken by Mr. TuxoeniLus CiszER. 


12 TE Dai Maſe, to merit wiſh'd Applauſe, 
7 1 From fancy d Miſery, real Caution draus; 
AS 77... flaming Strokes diſplay ſome purple Crime, 
The Paſſions feel, and the Soul fwells Sublime, 

The Comick, all this Pomp of Moe declines, 

Softens her Light, and rather ſmiles, than ſhines ; ; 

She but your known familiar Follies fſhews, 

Prudes, Miſers, C Calles, Fops, Coquets, and Beaus: 
With her, as at ſume poor Man's Feaſt, you meet, 
Where, what the Gueſts contribute, makes the Threat. 


Criticks ! be dumb t0-night—no Skill diſplay ; 
A dangerous Woman-Poet wrote the Play : 
One, who not fears your Fury, tho prevailing, 
More than your Match, in every thing, but Railing, 
Give her fair Quarter, and whene er ſhe tries je, 8 

Safe in ſuperior Spirit, ſhe defies ye - „ 
Meaſure her Force, by her known Novels, writ 
With manly Vigour, and with Woman's Wit. 
Then tremble, and depend, if ye beſet her, 
he, who can talk ſo well, may act jet better. 

— Learn, 
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vi EPILOGUE. 


Learn, from the opening Scene, ye blooming. Fair, 


Righely to know your Worth, and mates with Care; 5 


When a Fool tempts ye, arm your Hearts 2 Pri „ 
Aud think th Ungenerous born to be dend. 
But, to the Worthy, and the Wiſe, be kind, 

Fheir Cupid ic not, like the Vwlgar's, blind: we 
Tuſtly they weigh your ln, and Feet hy pay 4. 


E PIL 0 FA 'U [7 


Spoken by the Aurn HOR.. 


"1 ; 
= Ct J * 1 7 21 þ * 


TED 1 E . who by Nature love ” Kaze Jes: = 
* W 75 Wil have it, that the neweſt — beft 
Sare then, 5 our " Grafpall os Compaſſion, 
For ne er, fince Bridal Autlers were in faſhion, | 

Heard ye of one, who to a Beauty married, 
Wou'd fain have been a Cuckold, and miſcarry 4 

This Man's of Novelty, à Proof moſt ample! 

Had ye but Grace to copy out th Example; 

Each well comply'd with by his kinder Fair-One, 


Mou 4 own that Graſpall's Fate ga ngW and rare one. 


nen, 


Mell, we have ſhown ye Av' rice to the Life, 
A rich old Miſer, melting down his Wife, 
Not into ſoft Deſires, and amorous Puling, _.. 
He, ſober Thinker was for no aach Fobling. 
Tho many a ſparkling Jewel grac'd his Honey, 
He thought no Gem, about her, worth that Money : 
Two Thouſand Pounds, the judg d, would ſoften Satyr, 
And weigh againſt the heavy'{t Horns in Nature. 
Strange Bargain] but fince Husband wiſh'd to ftrike . . 
What Whim could work with Madam — nor to like it? 
Twas this fob ai when "Fas _ Husband' * 


 Tasking, - . 
What her own Downey ld [IE given 0 axking; 


Women, however ſtirring in their Way, ' 
Are ne er too active, hen they move obey; © 

They rather would ( I can underſtand emp ꝰꝰ)ꝛ 
Not do at all tban do ds Spouſe commands m. 


But to be grave the Heroine of our Play 
Gains Glory by a hard, and dangerous Way: 
| Belov'd, her Lover pleads—ſhe fears no Spy, - : 
Her Husband favours. and her Pulſe beats high. 
Warm glos his Hope her Wiſhes catch the Fire, 
Mutual their F lame, Je Vi "eur quells Defire. 


Waben A e273 
Safe th Untempted _ 405 Love Call, anhhete A 

Why ſhould the Unencounter'd fear to fall > - 

Virtue muſt paſs thro Fire to prove its Weight, 

And equal Danger make the Triumph great. 


Dramatis 


EPILOGUE wt 


1 


7 8 — D 2 . - 2 : bs £ * pul "OY £ — _— 
4 * + 5 * * 8 MW" LOT - 6 - „ * - . 2 * % p —» S-- 1 ris WES Hh. ad, $54 —5 7 
3 . 4 js 8 * 1 2 Car . a * 2 ky 4 ju * , ies 1 "ew AP pay e > - 2 x CIR . 
——— hy D . 3 - 2 5 a — * 4 wa . + 6 4.58. 25 - 1 - 23 — = _— 
> 225 * — 8 . 5 2 5 . : q 0 Ly r 2 — 54s 1 
— MR I, AE Ee 0.” „f/ 5 ATT EE ERS Ro — f 
5 2 3 re 8 255 3 — 2 „ SITES 4 . . — 244 r — ae — 
IE. E „„ ; r K ky > 7 P — 
? =, : 2 — — - OIL | : 4 7 W Mt in ring 5 
— 2 oo „ 5 > e "44> oth . - — 
8 * 11 3 + v 4a 2 * * 432 ” 444" abs. wth a_— 1 he n 4 2 — * — 


2 — — — 
— 


n ere E 
S 
fi If 
rr 
9 _—_ ts 4 
5 5 — my 
pl EE OR WIS A A tpn . as 
2 SIS: ch WEE 2. 


— 
* 


* 


185 A 
1:23 * 
1 
Al 94 

32 4 
— 


F at 
0] 
3 
7 
E. 
q 741 
i "4&8 
A 
3 
& » 2 
9 * 
bY - 
4 c © +: 
3 by 
ö i 
5 fs 
- * 5 " 
_ 
8 
» +: 
q 


qi 

. 
17 
0 
* 
3 


l 


* ** 1 * bt 
? 8 
, 2 : 2 
- 2 3 
2 b 1 X 
3 


* 


n 


: 2 


* KY 
"1 5 "> 


1 
— 


W 


— — on ne 


N 2422 
— N 


AT 
VE EG Ta 


" 


ramatis Perſonæ. 


' Mr. Boman. . 


my 
” 


Ak. n 11 
Sir Harry Beaumont. 
Captain ee 


Courtly. 
Toywell. 
Sneaksby. 
Shamble. 


Mr. Ewans. 
Mr. Mills. 
Mr. Bridgewater. 
Mr. Oates. © 
Mr. Cibber. 
Mr. Parler. 
Mr. Harper. 


Widow Sr. 
Mrs. Graſpall. 


Celemena. 
Marilla. 
Amadea. 


Mrs Willis, 
Mrs. Haywood, 1 Author. 
Mrs. Tenoe. 
Mrs. Lindar. 
Mrs. Brett. 
Mrs. Daviſon. 


eee 
SCENE I. 


Euter Captain Gaylove, Courtly, and | 
. Shamble. e 


Little thought when I went 


_ Courtly. FS 
i out to take the Air this 


Nq ſurpriz'd with the ſight of 
ww old Companion, and 
— Friend — but I hope no 


Misfortune of yours has oo 


caſionꝰd me this Happineſs, which I confeſs would 
be much more compleat, bur for that Doubt. 
Gaylove. While Fortune has a Being, we muſt 
all expect to find Viciſſitudes 
my own Affairs can take me up ſo much as to 
make me forgetful of my Friends. May I 


yet wiſh you Joy? Art marry'd ? Or do yeau ſtill 


ſer Hymen at defiance ? 


Court, No, Charles, 1 5 not yet ſo happy. 5 


Gay. 


Morning, to be ſo agreeably . 


but nothing of 
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Gay. Happy ! Is it poſſible you can term the 
Loſs of Liberty a Happineſs? you, Who of all 
Mankind ſeem*d moſt averſe to it. 

Court. My Eyes, at laſt, are open'd, Charts, an 
T now court thoſe Bonds as a Blefing, which I 
once look d upon as galling Fetters. 

Gay. Poor Ned I pity thy Change Bat 
pray who is the Lady whoſe Charms have wrought 
ſo wonderful a Transformation ? 

Court. Lill not go about to deſcribe her, be- 
cauſe I am certain you'll. look on her real Cha- 
rafter as an extravagant Encomium ; but 
ſhe is the Niece of Mr. Fairman, whom pol have 
often ſeen with me in Loxdon. oo ho 

Gay. If I remember the Man, he's of a down- 
right ſincere Temper, aftable and obliging ; but 
T believe loves Money. 

Court. Lou read his Character: His Brother 
was a poſitive, haſty, old Gentleman, and con- 
ſider d Money as the Source of all Happineſs 
left an only Daughter, whom, on his Death-bed, 
he oblig'd to ſwear ſhe ſhould marry the Man he 
propos'd to her, (one who is, without exception, 
the greateſt Fop in nature, bur has 30007. a Year, 
which was an irreſiſtible Motive to him:) You 
cannot but have ſeen him either at London or Bath; 
his Name is Toywell. 


| Gay, O! I know him ly. | 
Gurt. This Wretch, who has no Senſe of er 


is truly valuable, and eſteems Marilla only for her 
Fortune, makes me deſpair of Happineſs: for ſhe 
ſeems ſo religiouſly bent to keep her Vow, that 
all my Applications hitherto have been ineffectual 
to obtain any thing more from her than a bare 
Complaiſance. But prithee, dear Charles, 
give me leave to be impertinent, and 2 what 


drove you to Saliibury? 


Gay. 


A WIr E to be Lett. 3 3 


Gay. Why faith, | Ned, you know in what i man- 
ner I us d 10 live; the Conſequence of which 


was a certain Laie of People, call'd Duns, 


whoſe daily Attendance was no way pleafit ing to 
me. In ſhore, my Creditors having no Patience, 
my Father no Compaſſion, and I no Money, I 


was oblig*d to leave London in complaiſance to - | 


Tradeſmen—fearing I ſhould put them to the ex- 
pence of providing a Lodging for one, who thought 
himſelf too far engag d to em already there- 
fore ſelling my Company in the Guards, I bought 
in one- of theſe Regiments. — But prithee, 
Ned, give me ſome little Idea how you ſpend your 
time here. 
| Court. As they do in molt Country Towns 
the Men in Hunting, Hawking, and Drinking 
the Women in Cookery, Pickling, and Preſerv- 
ing not but there are ſome more elegant a⸗ 
mong us, to whom I ſhall make it my buſineſs to 
introduce you. 
Cay. Iſhall,think myſelf inflaitety obl ie'd to you, 
Curt. Of the Number of thoſe I laſt” men- 
tion'd, is Sir Harry Beaumont; who, tho? he chuſes 
to live. retir'd in this Country at preſenr, Where 
he has a vaſt Eſtate, has been a very great Tra- 


veller, and from all the different Courts where he 


has been, brought with him every thing” Worth 
the wearing of a fine Gentleman. In ſhort, I 
know nothing of his Character that a Man of the 
ſtricteſt Honour wou'd not be proud of —then 
for his Wit and Converſation, tis ſuch as I'm 
ſure you'll be infinitely charm d with. 

Gay. 'The Deſcription you give of him is no 
more than what he merits I knew him about a 
Year ago, he then made his Addreſſes to a Rela- 
tion of mine I never heard what occaſion'd 
their breaking off. thought him a moſt accom- 
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pliſh* d Gentleman, and I am glad to Roh his late 
Acceſſion to his Uncle s Title and Eſtate has not 
taken from him that eaſy Gayety and Freedom of 
Behaviour, which is one of the greateſt Charms 
of Converſation, and without which the brighteſt 
Wit wants reliſh. 

© Court. You ſhall anon renew your en 
with him he has engag d me to dine with him 
to-day, your Company will add to the Pleaſure of 
the Entertainment, and in the Afternoon I will 
carry you to viſit ſome Ladies. 

Gay. May I ask you who they are? 
Curt. I believe you never ſaw either of em 
one is my Miſtreſs, the other is Daughter to 2 
Fairman, whoſe Name is Celemena She is 
if: peedily to be marry d to a very Blockhead, one 
Speaks). She is a Woman of a world of Life 
and Spirit in her Converſation, and has as much 
Wit as her intended Husband wants it; I am cer- 

tain you will be pleas'd with her Acquaintance. 

Gay. I were ſtupid elſe, if ſhe be what you re- 
preſent, — But, Ned, I have heard of a mighty 
fine Woman you have here, ſince my coming into 
theſe Parts, one who bears the Bell from all the 
reſt I think they call her Mrs. Graſpall. 

Court. She is extreamly handſome indeed, and 
virtuous they ſay; but I never viſit there :— 
She is marry'd to the moſt covetous miſerable 
Wretch that ever was ; he denies her the Privilege 
of any Company, not out of Jealouſy, but for fear 
ſhe _— d be at any Expence in entertaining em. 

y. And how does ſhe endure a Reſtraint fo 
. to her Youth and Beauty? 

Court. With a Reſignation, which is ſurprizing 
to all who know her: But come, well take a 
little Walk, and then to dinner. 428 | 

Gay. With all my heart. | Exeunt. 
| Enter 


ak 
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© Enter Dogood, and pulls Shamble back. 
Daogood. Pis he for certain 


Harkye ! harkye! Squire Sancho, you have fol- 


low'd your Don Quixote long enough to take up- 
on you the Protection of a diſtreſſed Damſel 


without any Infringement, I hope, on the hardy 


Knight your Maſter. 1 5 | 
Shamble. Faith, Lady, I know you not and 
if you have any Commands for me, I ſhall be 
more at leiſure, and in better humour after Dinner. 
Do. Well, I find the Proverb's falſe, which 
fays, Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature—or the want of 
a Dinner would not put the accuſtom'd Mr. 
Shamble out of humour. „ 
Sham. Ha ! by my Veracity, Jenny! __. 
Do. Ay, by my Maidenhead (as terrible an 


Oath) the very ſame ; but I wonder thou could'ſt | 


forget me in ſo ſhort a time. 

Sham. Why how was it poſſible to know thee 
thus metamorphos'd, fine Lace Pinners tranſmogri- 
fy'd into a round=ear'd Coif and a high-crown'd 
Hat a Gold Watch into a Pincuſhion, and a 
Tweezer into a Sciſſar-Caſe Prithee on what 
Deſign art thou thus equipt ? „ 


Do. Why, faith, Shamble—— I found Trading 


in publick grew ſome what ſlippery, and now deal 
all in private. | 

Sham. What, kept ? 1 

Do. Not for the purpoſe you mean In ſhort, 
being weary of the Life I led in London, I reſolꝰ d 
to take up, and live retir d———T found means 
to be recommended to the Service of one of the 
richeſt Widows in this Country, with whom I 
now live as a Houſekeeper —— not bu t have a 
Frome deal of ſpare Time for the ſervice of my 


riends. h 
| Shaw. 


* wo — 
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Sham. Ha | ſay'it thou ſo? Why. then methinks 
*ris greatly in thy power to oblige my Maſter -—— 
thy Aſſiſtance may be needful in a Place where he 
Hil ſo little Acquaintance. Fhe Company of a 
kind She would not be unwelcome to a Man of 
his Conſtitution— and as his Affairs ſtand at pre- 
ſent, a rich Widow or Heireſs would be an ex- 
cellent Cordial to his ſinking Fortune. 

Do. O! 1 thought you would be glad to own 
me Why my Mikrets is a Widow, and exceed- 
ing rich; Te duce on't, her Age and Affectation 
will never down with thy queaſy ſtomach'd Maſter. 

| Sham. Prithee what, who is ſhe? * 

Do. The Relict of a Country, Mercer, Who, 
dying, left her an immenſe Sum of Money, be⸗ 
ſides a good Eſtate he had purchas'd in Land 


She has no Child, but a fooliſh Nephew is look d 


upon as Heir—— he is ſpeedily to be marry*d to 
a young Lady of a great Fortune, and a celebrated 
Beauty could wich thy Maſter were in 
his place, but that's impoſſible to be effected. 

Sham. But has this old Lady of yours no Suitors ? 

Do. Yes, enow-— but ſhe is all for a Title; 
a Man of her own Station ſhe looks upon as 
unworthy of her. As ſoon as this Marriage is 
over, ſhe deſigns to go to London, and lay out her 
whole Eſtate, rather than want à Bargain of 
Knight's Fleſh. 

Sham. I have a Thought come into my Head, 
which may prove a lucky one Doſt thou not 
think if I were equipt accordingly, I might paſs 
for a Knight ? 


Do. A Knig hr, ha! ha! ha! 
Sham. Why, 1 have ſeen as bad a Face in a 


| gilded Chariot. 


Do. That's true; and now I think on't, *tis 


not the Man, but the Title that muſt charm 


her 


her—I don't know, but with my Nlanagement, 
ſuch a thing might be poſſiblſe. 
Sham. If it cou'd, 500 J. are thine out of her 


Money beſides a Premium better than any Join- 


ture I can make ler. 

Do. O Goodman Promiſer ! as if I were not 
acquainted with” your Abilities make but the 
Money ſecure to me, and I'll give you a Diſcharge 
from all other Demands. s 

Sham. Well, but harkye, I ſuppoſe with your 
Change of Habit, you have alſo ſhifted your 
Name by What mult I call you now ? * 

Do. Doegvod, at your Service. 
. Sham, A very good Name, and T hope prophe- 
tick to us both—but come, ſhall we flep into 
ſome Houſe, and conſult about this Affaire 
Do. Ay, I have an Acquaintance juſt by. Ex. 


Euter Mrs. Graſpall, and Amadea in Boys Cloaths. 


Jife. Very unaccountable that neither at 


Home or Abroad, I can one Moment get rid of 
this little troubleſome Impertinent.-— Have you 
any Buſineſs this way, Sir. pn OS 
* Amad. No other, Madam, than to wait on you; 


now the Camp's ſo near, tis unſafe for Ladies to 


walk alone. | * 8 

Wife, T am much obliged to you but I ap- 
prehend no Danger. I cannot harbour fo ill an 
Opinion of the Gentlemen of the Army, as to 
imagine any of them wou'd offer an Affront to a 
Woman, who, I hope, looks not to deſerve it 
and as for the Meaner Sort (Thanks to the good 
Diſcipline they are under) they they are oblig'd 
to follow the Example of their Leaders. 


Amad. Were it ſo, which yet I can't allow 


there is another Danger not leſs imminent, tho*per= 


haps more pleaſing than what I have mentioned— 
| * A 
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8 eA WIE fo be. Lett. 
"4 A certain Gentleman, who lives not far off, and 
'very much frequents this Walk, carries a kind of 
Spell in his Eyes and Tongue, which has been 
fatal to many of your Sex. 
Wife. Ay; pray who is that?: 
Amad. I fancy, Madam, after what I've. faid, 
tis needleſs to repeat his en for 
your Satisfaction — N 
Wife. My Satisfaction! what means he N55 
Amad. Ha! ſhe bluſhes then my Suſpicions 7 
are too juit.—— Yes, Madam, ſince you take plea- 
ſure in the Sound, Sir Harry Beaumont. 1 4 
Wife. Was ever ſuch an Inſolence I take plea- 
fure i in the Sound! What i is Sir Kann Anne to 
me, or I to him? 
; Amad. Nay, if you are angry, Madam— 
1 Diſe. Have I not Reaſon ? What Act of mine 
i = has ever juſtify'd this Rudeneſs but I oueſs 
; 
0 


1 by whom you are ſet on; and if it were not more 

N Love of myſelf, than my Husband, I wou d be re- 
1 veng d even in the way he fears. 

1 | Amad. Nay, now I undezfiand you. not but if 
1 you think your Husband | 
wy | Wife. Yes, I know you wou d not dane; Unlelt 
"$i authoriz d by him, to treat me in this manner 
11 Ungrateful Man ! have I ſubmitred to the hard 

uncoveted Condition of his Wife, to be at laſt ſuſ- 

pected of Niſhonour—Q! to what Fate are 
wretched Women born! Condemn'd to Slavery, 
tho* conſcious of ſuperior Merit, and bound to 
obey the ſevere Dictates of a very Fool, when e'er 
the Name of Husband gives em Force. 

Amad. Tranſport not thus your ſelf with cauſe- 

leſs Rage, bur liſten patiently, while I confeſs I 

am alone the Offe [> 1a Virtue appears fair, 

your Conduct blameleſs, to the fond Eyes of your 
__ admiring n but the e judging =. 
h whic 


— 


which takes delight in finding ſomething to con- 


demn, watch all your Actions; and as 1 ſo freely 


have begun, I will take the liberty ſtill to remind 
you, that the frequent Viſits of Sir Harry Beau- 
mont are moſt pernicious to your Character. 
Wife. Tis well then this is your Surmiſe. 
Amad. If mine, why not others? | 
well eftabliſh*d--no Malice ever attempted to fully 
my unblemiſh*d Fame, till thou, for what baſe 
End I know not, haſt preſum'd to tax me but I 
deſpiſe whatever thou ean'ſt ſay, and ſecure in my 
own Innocence, defy thy Malicſge. 
Amad. But one word more—if' to receive the 
Addreſſes of a Man, whoſe utmoſt Wit can find ns 


Form to make em look like honourable and var- 


niſh o'er the vile Defign they are made for ; if 

this, I ſay, be not a fault to Vertue, I have done! 
Wife. Oh Heav'ns!  _. UE | 
Amad. If you are free from this, then I confeſs 


my Accuſation falfe—bur if charm'd with Flat- 


tery, your Sexes bait to ruin, you ſtill encourage 
the Deceiver's Hopes, you wrong yourſelf, not L 
Leave you to reflect on what I've faid ; and, as 
you want not Senſe, entreat you to exert it on 
an Occaſion which requires it all think, tis 
your good Genius warns thro' my Lips, immortał 
Honour, Fame; and Peace, attend ro crown the 


glorious Conqueſt—Erernal Infamy, Difgrace, and 


thoſe worſe Racks the Stings of Conſcience, watch 


to ſeize your Soul, if you perſiſt to liſten to the 


undoing Vows of faithleſs Beaumont. Madam, 
farewel, and reſt affur'd, wharever my Thoughts 
are, my Tongue, bur to yourſelf, ſhall on this 
Theme be dumb for erer. (Exit. 
Wife. His Words, methinks, have open'd all 
my Heart, and fill'd it with a Horror, till aq A 
C Stranger 
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- Wife. No, bold Adviſer—my Reputation is too 
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Stranger to me O Vertue! if I in aught had 
fwerv'd from thy ſtrict Precepts, I ſhou'd not 
wonder at theſe Starts, and Tremblings but 
as I have held, and Rill will hold my Honour 
dearer than my Life, why am I thus alarm'd ? 
Why, arm'd with Innocence, did I not hear, un- 
mov d, the audacious Monitor? O tis too true, 
I've been to blame: tho reſolute never to yield 
to what the Lempter ſues for, I have, perhaps, 
with too attentive Ears, liſtned to his Perſuaſions 
and ?tis a Crime to Vertue, ev'n but to hear what 
looſe Deſires ſuggeſt—w ere I unmarried—cou'd I 
with Honour receive Sir Harry's Love, how happy 
were my Lot? For ſure, of all Mankind, he is 
moſt _ d to charm, and bleſs a Woman's fondeſt; 


ſofteſt Wiſhes—bur as I am, tho? hard my Fate, f 


muſt be blind and deaf to all his Worth, and Place 
my ſole Felicity in Duty — That Creature here! El 


Enter Toywell. 


55. She” 5 here, and alone—now. will I accoft 
her with ſuch Phraſes; as ſhe. ſhall not be able to 
withſtand. —Stay, Madam, fly not your adoring 
Slave who long has languiſh'd for this Oppor- 
* mor; to tell you that he dies for you. | 

WW: Fo What means the Wrack ? are now. mad, 
Sire | L 

"Toy. if Fe "ts Madueſs, 1 | "at eee 


eee from the firſt Moment I beheld that 


Field of Beauty, I have done nothing, but wiſh and 
languiſh, burn and bleed, with Paſſion and Deſire. 


Wife. Hold, Sir; it you really are in your Sen- 


ſes let me tell you, you are guilty of an Aſſu- 


rance, which you will not find me eaſy to forgive. 
T0. No matter for that, I know ſhe's pleas'd 
with it— Ah, Madam! as the inimitable Orway 


ſays, Who can behold ſuch Beauty, and be filent ? 
Mife. 


Wir E tobe Lett.. 11 

Wife. Wretched Animal — If I did net think 
that all Advice was loſt upon you, I wou'd give 
fr. 8 friendly Caution to know to whom you 

eax. ene | 
Y Toy. Ha! Perhaps I've been too, grave--Gad, Til 
try another way. [ aſide. ] —Why, Faith, Madam, I 
believe I know you, and I am ſure I know mylelt--. 
there ſtand you, Mrs. Saſanna Graſpall—withour 
Exception, the moſt agreeable Woman breathing 
married to an old decrepid, miſerly Curmudgeon 
—who debars you from all the Pleaſures of Life; 
and here am I, Jack Toywell, in free Poſſeſſion of 
full three thouſand Pounds a Year—with Youth, 
Vigour, and ſome other tolerable Qualifications, 
ready with my Perſon and Fortune to make you 
happy in all thoſe Enjoyments your Husband's 
Age and Avarice denies. Gad, I am mighty flo- 
rid to- day. N „ 

Wife. Since you oblige me to be more ſerious 
than I thought at firſt your ridiculous Addreſſes 
merited, I muſt tell you, that you are an impu- 
dent pretending Fop that I deſpiſe and loath you; 
and if you dare to trouble me again with ſuch 
impertinent Diſcourſes, my Husband ſhall be ac- 
quainted with the Character you give of him. 

Toy. Come, Madam, egad I like you ne'er the 
worſe for this diſſembled Coldneſs—it whets the 
Edge of Appetite, and gives a double Reliſh to 
thoſe Raptures you yielding will beſtow. 

Wife. Nay, if you grow rude— 5 

Toy. No Rudeneſs, Madam, but what you will 
one day pardon : —-A Lover muſt begin with 
humble diſtant Sighs, but when the Ice is broke, 
and he has once ventur'd to ſay he loves, then he 
proceeds by ſwift Degrees to greater. Freedoms— 
your Hand, your Lips.— [Offers io kiſs her. 

| C2 IWife. 
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12 AWirx tobe Lett. 
Fife. Impudent Villain. (boxes his Ears.] But 
here's Company—if ever thou dar'ſt affront me 


thus again. | 190 
Enter Beaumont. 


Beau. Ha! ſo free! 

Toy. Sir Harry Beaumont—dear Sir Harry, T am 
your moſt obſequious humble Servant. 

Beau. Yours, yours, Mr. Toywel|——a good day 
to you, Madam, I ſee you are taking the Benefit 
of the freſh Air this Morning I doubt not but 
you have been agreeably entertain'd in the Con- 
verſation of ſo polite * 559 as Mr. Toywell. 

Wife. I ſhall not envy you that Happineſs, Sir 
Harry, therefore leave you to enjoy it your Ser- 
vant! Oh the Difference of Men! . 

Beau. Madam, your moſt humble — methinks, 
Mr. Toywell, the Lady ſeems difpleas'd—-what 
have you done to her? 

Toy. O Sir Harry, you and I know the World 
too well, to think a Woman's Anger, in ſome 
Caſes, worth regarding; I dare ſwear it has eſca- 
ped the Obſervation of neither of us, that they 
are frequently moſt pleas'd, when leaſt they ſeem 
to be ſo.— | | 

Bean. What ! then you Have been making Love. 

Toy. Why, Faith, ſhe is look'd upon as one of 
the fineſt Women in the County—and having had 
of late a pretty deal of idle time on my hands, I 
took it into my head to make her ſome Offers, 
which, I believe, when ſhe has conſider'd on, 
ſhe*ll ſcarce refuſe. 

Beau. Conceited Coxcomb ! but ſhe has the 
Reputation of a vertuous Woman. 

Tey. Vertuous! ſo they are all till they are 
try d and I don't remember to have heard that 
before me, any Man of Figure has attack'd her— 


Beau, 


A Wire to be Lett. 13 Ti 
Beau. Intolerable Fop ! A Man truly de- 5 5 
ſervin 8 of a Lady's Favou 25 Mr. Toywell, ſeldom "To 
diſcloſes his Deſign on the Woman he admires, "Ki 
but to herſelf for any thing you know, Mrs. $1 
Graſpall may have been Proof againſt the moſt ele- 1135 
gant Addreſſes. WW £4 1 
Toy. Twas then for want of a right Method in 185 
applying them for my part, F never yet had the 3% 
Mortification to engage with any Woman, filly 1 
enough to hold out above three Summons.— We 
Beau. You are a happy Man indeed——but me- i 
thinks *tis a little odd you dare venture to make 1 
an Attempt of this nature ſo near your Marriage 35 
for I hear your Wedding with the fair Marilla is 44 
to be accompliſhed in a day or two—Suppoſe ſhe 11 
ſhou'd hear of it. e „* 
Toy. Pſha! tis fo long ago ſince we were con- 8 
tracted, that for a great while we have regarded . 
each other with an abſolute Indifference.— "4.9 


. 
1 
N 
4 4 
ae 
py. 1 
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I lik'd her well enough indeed at firſt, but the 
Certainty that ſhe muſt one day be my Wife, has 
ſet her in the ſelf-iame View as ſhe wou'd have 
appear'd after ſeven Years Poſſeſſion. But now I 
think on't, I promis'd her Uncle to dine with 
'em to-day——prithee, Sir Harry, go along with 
me, I ſhall be ſo dull-etfe. © | 

Beau. I wou'd willingly accompany you, Mr. 
Toywell, to ſuch agreeable Converſation, if I were 
not engag'd at home with ſome Friends, who I 
believe by this time expect me. 

Toy. Phoo, Pox——well then I muſt take my 
leave; tis pretty near One, and they dine conſu- 
med early. Sir Harry, your Servant. ¶ Exit. 

Beau. Your Servant, Sir. Fool! Heavens, 


62 
& 
HTS; 
1 
1 = 
Wk * 


how ſtrange a Creature is a Lover I am 
aſham'd to think the Rivalſhip of ſuch a Wretch 
can give me Pain, and yet it does—which proves 

| | ; more 


Fd 
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more ſtrongly than I e'er knew before, the Vio- 
lence of my Paſſion —Yes, I find I love to 
ſuch a height, that if unlicens'd Enjoyment be a 
Crime, tis here excus'd by the Neceſſity - but be 
it as it will, wou'd I promiſe it myſelf at any 
rate but Hope is not ſo vain; yet ſhe has heard 
my Suit, and ſtill continues to admit my Viſits— 
confeſſes an Eſteem, and if ſo, tis the firſt Step 
to Love A conſtant Aſſiduity, in time, per- 


haps may looſen the ſtrict Bonds of galling Duty, 
and make the Charmer mine. | 


 Ne'er let the Lover of his Wiſh deſpair, 
Whoſe Vous of Paſſion reach th*atteutive Fair : 
Tho” bent to follow Vertue, tis her Fate 
At Inft to yield, if once capitulate, 


End of the Firſt Act. 


ACT II. SCENE I. 


Enter Celemena aud Marilla. 


SEC RITHEE, good Couſin, take a 
Þ 1B Friend's Advice, and caſt off this 
obſtinate Humour of marrying the 
Man who flights you, and ſlighting 
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an entire leave of her Underſtanding, perſiſt in a 


Reſolution of throwing n away in this man- 
ner? 


gious Obſeryance I owe to the Vow I made my 
dying Father, leaves me no choice. 


Cel. If the Dead cou'd tell what we Living are 


doing, I am apt to believe the old Gentleman 


wou'd quit his Grave a while, to forbid the 


Banes, and ſave his Daughter from fo viſible a 
Ruin.—— Beſides, the Vow you made was forc 4, | 
and conſequently not binding. Heavens! it 
provokes me to ſee you act ſo contrary to Reaſon, 
nay, to your own Inclination too; for I am fure 
you love Courthy. 

Mar. How came you ſo well acquainted with 
my Thoughts, good Couſin ? 

Cel. Prithee, none of your Airs! I know you 
have ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh a Man of Des 
from a Fool. 


* 


Enter Servant. 


Serv. Ladies, Mr. Courtly and a ſtrange Gentle- 
man deſire to know if you are at leiſure. 

Cel. Show em up. | Exit Servant. Now let 
me ſee you uſe him as you us'd to do, and I per. 
teſt I'll diſclaim Kindred with you. 

Mar. You will—but I fancy I ſhall put it to, 
the venture. 

9 1 wonder who he has brought with him. 

Enter Courtly and Gaylove. 

Curt. Ladies, I hope you will. pardon my in- 
troducing a Gentleman ' whoſe Converſation will 
hereafter make his own Apology. This, Cap- 
tain, is Mr, Fairman's Daughter; 8255 10 Niece. 


Cel. 


? F | 1 


Mar. Allowing all that you have Sieh reli 
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Cel. We are too well acquainted with Mr. Court- 

ys Delicacy, not to afford a ready Welcome to 
any whom he calls Friend. Such Entertainment, 
Sir, as furniſhes a homely Country Cottage, you 
may expect. 

Gay. He muſt. be covetous indeed, could form 
a Wiſh beyond what here is to be. found. 

Cel. This Fellow has ſomething in him prodig i- 
ouſly agreeable, I can't help liking him. Aſide.] 
Well, Mr. Courthy, J have been labouring for = 
you muſt now een ſpeak for yourſelf. - 

Court. If all that can betoken a fincere and ar- 
dent Paſſion, cou'd influence the fair Marilla to 
pity what I feet, ſhe would not thus cruelly 1 re- 
ſolve to make my Rival happy 7 

Mar. If you have any value for my Quiet, you 
will forbear to urge a Suit, Which, were my In- 
chnation otherwiſe, is not in my power to grant; 
and conſider me not as Miſtreſs of myſelf. 

Curt. Shou'd the Man you purpoſe to bleſs, not 
know the Value of the Treaſure you beſtow, I 
do aſſure you, Madam, twou'd give me an Unea- 
fineſs almoſt equal to the Lare you 

Mar. That's generous indeed, Vl 

Court. Yet give me leave Your pardon, Ma- 
dam! [to Cl.] [They walk apart.] 

Cel. O Sir, you will have it, if your Friend will 
as willingly forgive your leaving him to the Con- 
verſation of a raw Country Girl. 

Gay. Now have I a great mind to tell you the 


pleaſure he does me, but fear of diſobliging, ſtops 
my Mouth: | 


But Eccho ſpall ſo oft repeat your Name, 
Ton learn my Sufferings, and reward my Flame. 


As my Paſſion 15 more than common, my Style, 
Madam, ought to be no oa than Heroick. 


Cel. 


A WIV z to be Lett. 17 


Cel. But had J an inclination to give ear to it, 


you have more Modeſty, I hope, than to make 
love at firſt fight But now I think on't, per- 


haps you may imagine, that the Apprebenſion of 


the fine things may be ſaying yonder, makes me 
wiſh I were capable of inſpiring the ſame ; how- 
ever, to ſhew you I have vanity enough to believe 
I've made a Conqueſt, when I have found the 
Bark of every Tree carv'd with the crue! Cæleme- 
na's Name, and you have ſigh'd away ſome ſe- 
ven Years 8 | 

Gay. I find, Madam, you're like to be pretty 
reaſonable. | 

Cel. When Cooing Doves the ſhady Cypreſs ſbun, 
And hide their Heads, to find their Plamts outdone ;; 
When ſympathizing Grief *erſpreads the Plains, 
And Shepherds mourn your Fate in rural Strains; 
IWhen my Diſdain's the Theme of every Song, 
And Celemena hangs on every Tongue 

Gay. For Heaven's fake Madam! have you no 
Compaſſion ? % 240-4 

Cel. When cruel Nymph thro” Hills and Valeys flies, 
And diſtant Eccho cruel Nymph replies - 

Gay. Dear Madam, come to a Concluſion. 

Cel. J have done—and here give you permiſſion 
to ſpend the following ſeven Years in the fame 


manner; then come to me again, and I perhaps 


may allow you my Hand to—Kaſs. | | 
Gay. Truly, Madam, I can't but ſay your De- 
mands are extremely moderate But can'r you as 


well ſuppoſe all this paſt? I have lov'd you ve- 


ry paſſionately theſe ſeven Minutes, and, according 


to Modern Calculation, they appear ſo many 


Ages. 

Cel. No, I can't ſuppoſe one word onꝰt 
can I admit of your Modern Calculations 
tis impoſſible the Man can love me, who would 


heſitate on ſtarving, hanging or drowning, on my 
| ac- 
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account much leſs in paſſing a few Years in fo 


ſublime a Deſpair, as I have enjoin'd you— 

Gay. But, Madam— e 

Cel. A word more —and I'll not allow of you as 
a Servant, till you have kill'd Lions, and made 
Monſters tame. T 

Gay. 'There's no talking to her—ſhe will be 
too hard for me. O! here comes a Relief. 


Enter Fairman and Toywelil. 
Toy. So, Ladies and Gentlemen, Wit and Beau- 


ty are inſeparable here, and, let me Blood, I am 


ſo pleaſant myſelf, I am like a Fiſh out of Water, 
in dull Company. . 

Fair. O' my Conſcience, this Nephew of mine 
that is to be, grows every day a greater Fop 
than ever. Your Servant, Gentlemen. Daughter, 
pray invite this good Company to your Wedding. 
III expect Squire Sneaksby to-night, and to- 
morrow ſhall make you one. 

Cel. Heaven forbid —"Tis very ſudden, Sir. 

Fair. His Aunt, Child, the Widow Stately, is a 
fickle Woman ; if ſhe happen to marry again, or 
ſhould change her mind, there is not ſuch ano- 
ther Match in the County——You don't conſider, 
ſhe is to ſettle beſt part of her Eſtate on him: 
and'the Fortune I'll give you, will ſet you on a 
foot with the Nobility—— | | 
Mar. Now, Celemena, "twill be my turn to won- 
der how you can ſubmit to be the Wite of a Fool. 
But, Uncle, this Szeaksby is acconnted exceed- 
ing filly. 

Fair. He is good-natur'd, Niece, and rich ; two 


things a young Woman ought to prefer to a. full 


Head and light Purſe. 5 
Toy. Nay, Sir, you would not marry my Cuz 
to a Fool—Why, Sir, ſhe'll never enjoy a happy 


Fair, 


Minute with a Fool— 


, 
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Fair, Hum! then you think a Fool can never 
make a good Husband. 

Toy : Certainly, \ ; 

Fair. Ha! then if you have any value for the 
Fair Sex, ſhew it, by laying afide all Thoughts of 
marrying. ; | 

Toy. The old Gentleman is mighty teſty, me- 
thinks. | Il I 

Fair. Well, Celemena, I expect your Compliance. 

Cel. Sir, my Duty obliges me not to diſpute 
with your Commands But I may find ſome way 
to evade em. E [Ade 

Fair. That's my good Girl, and to-morrow thou 
ſhalt have my Bleſſing in a Bag of ten thouſand 
Pounds - But come, I have ſome Buſineſs with 
you; your Servant all. Ex. 
Tay. Marilla. | 

Mar. Sir! | 

Toy. Prithee, my Dear, een let our Wedding be 
to-morrow. 1 | 

Mar. Sir, you know my Obedience to my Fas 
ther fubmits my Will to yours. p 

Toy. To-morrow then, if you pleaſe; *cwill 
ſave Expences. 

Court. Heaven! that ſhe can bear this Uſage 
Dear Madam, have ſome compaſſion for yourſelf, 
if you have none for me. t hs 
Gay. Pardon a Stranger's Freedom, Madam, if 


I ſay, not only my Concern for my Friend, bur 
alſo the ſincere Eſteem your Character has fill'd 


me with, makes me wiſh you could avoid this 
Marriage. Wa 
Mar. I thank you, Sir—but alas! you ſpeak 
the Charms of Liberty to a Galley-Slave. - 
Gay. But ſuppoſe ſome lucky Means ſhould 
offer, would you then bleſs my Friend? | 
Mar. There is not @ Poſfibility, unleſs the 
Dead could be reſtor d to Life, and give me back 
Fo UG | 1 | my 
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my Vow—our if there were, I'd + nothing. 

Court. I do not ask it—May your Fate be hap- 
py—my own I leave to your Diſpoſe. _ 

Mar. Tis kindly ſaid and *. perhaps, ſhould 
not be found ungrateful——But I'll order Tea, 
you'll follow. 

Court. Immediately, Madam. I fancy, Charles, 
this is a good time for our Deſign. 
6 Gay. Ay, ay, let me alone Poor Lady, I pity 

er. 

Court. So do I, for he had all her Fortune in his 
hand But I am ſtrangely ſurpriz d; he was 
reckon'd one of the moſt ſubſtantial Men in Lon- 
don: I fear his breaking will involve more than 
Marila i in his Ruin. ek 

Toy. Ha! what's that ? Pray, Sir, who is the 
Gentleman you ſpeak of ? 

' Gay. Mr. Tiufly, Sir, a Banker in Lombard-ſtreet, 

Toy. Ha! Mr. Truſty ! 

Gay. Yes, Sir; a Statute was taken out againſt 
him two. days before I left London But you ſeem 
concern'd, Sir; I haye it will prove of no Preju- 
dice to you. _ 

Toy. Me! hum! no, Sir—I had no Dealings 
1 him, but I know the beſt part, if not all 
of Marilia's Fortune was lodg'd in his hands——T1 
muſt find ſome way to break with her—This was 
lucky News, a Day more, and it had been as un- 
forrunate, Gentlemen, your Servant. [Exit. 

Gay. Come, chear. UP, Ned, who. knows how 


this may work, 


Court, His. mercenary baſe Nature gives me 
fome hopes. 

Gay. If we could as eaſily contrive ſome Stra- 
tagem to defer Celemena's Wedding ; - for I confeſs 
1 feel ſomething here that will give me Diſquiet 
to {ec her marry'd to another. 


* 


Court. 
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Court. How ! Charles, I thought you were proof 
againſt Love and Matrimony. 


Gay. Why, will you allow nobody. to repent of 
their Miſtakes but yourſelf ?—Celemena has Wit, 
Beauty, and Good-nature—and I heard her Fa- 


ther expreſs himſelf very prettily to her—1o000 .. 
would make a Convert of one more Reprobate 
than your humble Servant. 
Court. Tis a receiv'd Article indeed—but let ; 
in, the Ladies wait. 
Alen 1 [ Ex. 


Mrs. Graſpall 9 4 reading a at a 4 Tyler. 


Wife. How ſmall a Relief can Books afford us 
when the Mind's perplex'd ?— The Subject that 
our Thoughts are bent upon, forms Characters 
more capital and ſwelling, than any theſe uſeleſs 
Pages can produce— and tis no matter on what 
Theme the Author treats; we read it our own 
way, and ſee but with our Paſſions Eyes 
Beaumont 1s here in evry Line — Beaumont i in all 
the Volume Til look no more onꝰt . Theſe. Op- 
ticks too are Traytors, and conſpire with Fancy 
to undo me—To what ſhall I have recourſe : ? 


Enter Beaumont. 


Beau. The Door bappening to be open, and 
nobody in the way, I preſum'd to enter without 
Ceremony. 

Wife, Ha! catch' d in this Confuſion of my 
Soul! when all my Thoughts were unprepar d and 
hurry*'d ! Unlucky Accident ! 

Beau. You are diſorder'd, Madam 1 hope my 
Preſence has not offended. 
Wife. Sir Harry, you can be guilty of but one 
Offence - forbear to talk of Love, and you ſhall 
ever be moſt welcome here. 

Beau. O too ſevere In junction! you know this 


is the only Command I could refuſe to obey vou 
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in— and yet, unkind and cruel, you rate the Price 
of my Admittance at an Impoſſibility. The Lan- 
guage of my Eyes you have long ſince underſtood 
and pardon'd, why then is it greater Guilt when 
told you by my Tongue? ein ie 
Nie. The Crime in both is equal and ſince 
with Innocence I can admit of neither, have re- 
ſolv d . | | e 
Bean. On what? 
Wife. Never to look on you, or hear you more. 
Leal What have Idone to merit ſuch a Sentence? 
IVije. How ſhall I anſwer him, or how diſguiſe 
the real Reafon of my Change of 'Temper, -for 
much I fear he will not think it Hate? That 
J no ſooner did forbid your Viſits, was ge . 
hoped you would endeavour to overcome a Paſ- 
fron which, I think, I never err'd ſo far by am 
Words or Actions to encourage—and wiſh'd 1 
might with Honour have preſerv'd your Friendſhip, 
Beau. Are Love and Friendſhip then at ſuch a 
diſtance they ne er can meet? O! wou'd you but 
rightly weigh their Likeneſs, you'd find the Scale 
ſo even, you'd think them Twins Friendſhip 
is Love refin'd, and Love is Friendſhip of a 
warmer Soil There's ſucli a Sympathy between 
em, the Breaſt that harbours one, can never be a 
Stranger to the other. e $21 
Wife. I muſt not harken to ſuch Sophiſtry—— 
Hark ! I think I hear fomebody coming, and have 
reaſon to believe that of late J have had Spies up- 
on my Actions — Step into the Cloſet while I ſee 
e Ex. Beaum. 
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4 Enter Toy well. 

Teyuell! what means this Intruſion? Did I not 

bid you trouble me no more? Or if J had not, 

were there no Servants in the way to keep down 

ſuch Impertinents > * PN 
Toy. 
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Toy. No, faith, Madam, all your People are in 
the middle of the Street yonder, crowding about 
a Pedlar's Pack— and chuſing Nick-nacks ; and 
fo, Madam, Paſlage being free, I took an op- 
portunity to, to, to come in, Madam. 
Wife. Very well but I ſhall call em to guard 
it better, and ſhow you down a nearer way than 
you came up, unleſs you leave me immediately. 
Toy. I don't think you have ſo litte Under- 
ſtanding—Beſides, I am come to make a new Pro- 
poſalw——] have heard ſome News, which will 
certainly diſappoint Marilla in her hopes of mar- 
rying mel can now ſettle a whole Heart up- 
on you. 
iſe. Peace, thou deſpicable Fop=—— if you 
fancy this Gallantry, as tis poſſible you may be 
weak enough I pity your Simplicity Buc 
if your Deſigns are as baſe as your impudent 
perſiſting in this Behaviour intirhates, once more 
I tell you, I have Virtue to arm me againſt the 


Aſſaults of your whole Sex, and Value enough 


for my Husband, to let him know the Favour you 
would do him Who's there ? | 


Joy. Nay, Madam, if I part with you fo, you 


may juſtly ſuſpe& my want of Parts Women 
often pardon Actions when they will nor Words : 
a little Compulſion gives em an Excufe.— Come, 
come, you will not be always cruel, 

Wife. Unhand me, Villain 


hel | 

Toy. Nay, nay, I can ſtop your Niourb—— C 
they ſtruggle, ſhe falls agaiuſt the Cluſet Door, which 
opens, and diſcovers Beaumont.) *Sdeath, Sir Harry 


Beaumont ! why who the devil thought to find you 
here? I beg ten thouſand Pardons, if IT have been 


the Cauſe of your Impriſonment— Let me blood, 


I muſt banter him a little 


he dares not reſent 
it, for fear I ſhould tell. 


Wife. 
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Wife. O! I'm undone—my Reputation's ruin'd! 
For Heaven's ſake, Sir Harry, how came you there? 
Toy. I ſuppoſe, Madam, Sir Harry offer'd this 
as a Piece of Gallantry ; but I hope your Good- 
neſs will pardon him, for all the vain Attempts he 
may make on a Virtue. ſo impregnable as yours 
ha! ha! ha! 7 V 
Beau. Give over your ridiculous Mirth, or 
Toy. Fye, fye, Sir Harry, that's no proper Wea- 
pon to be us'd in a Lady's Chamber Bur, 
Sir Harry, you forget the Lady deſir d you to tell 
her how you came hither. n 
Beau. Madam, I heartily beg pardon for the 
Surprize I have occaſion'd you—but having ſome. 
Buſineſs with Mr. Graſpall, and finding nobody at 
home, I took the freedom to ſtep into the Cloſer, 
which I knew to be well furniſh'd with Books 
deſigning no more than to amuſe myſelf till he 
came home— I happen'd to meer with one which 
ſo agreeably entertain'd me, that till che opening 
of the Door, I had forgot where I was. _ 
Toy. Hum! Mr. Graſpall has indeed an ad- 
mirable Colletion—bur Age has ſomewhat im- 
pair'd his Eye-ſight, poor Man! I believe he ſel- 
dom reads And I muſt own 'tis a great Con- 


veniency for a Gentleman, who has not Books of 


his own, to have the liberty of ſo fine a Library. 
Beau. Sir, I wiſh you either cou'd, or wou'd 
explain yourſelf—Bur if you harbour a Thought 
to the Prejudice of this Lady's Character, cou'd 


I diſcover it, I'd make ſuch an Example of you, 


as ſhould be a Terror to all talkative Coxcombs. 
Toy. Who I, Sir Harry? 
Wife. The Aſperſions of this Fool are intole- 
rable tho my Innocence ſhould make me de- 
ſpiſe his Malice, and my Character not fear it, 
yet thoſe of his own Stamp may believe the mean 
Reflections he may caſt on me. 
f Toy. 


M WIE to be Lett. 15 

Toy. You ſee, Madam, what Inconveniencies at- 
tend-Ill-nature ; when yoù are kind, Il 
Wife. Peace, Screech-Ow]I— [Exit 

Beau. Come, Sir, the Lady is now gone; and 
ſince I am the unhappy Cauſe of her Uneaſineſs, 
it lies upon me to vindicate her Reputation A 
Fool's moſt dangerous Weapon is his 'Tongue, and 
find there is no way to bh yours, but by cut= 
ting it out Draw, Sir. 

Toy. I don't like his Looks Gad, I with I had 
not been ſo witry—Draw, Sir Harry! why Thopes . 
you are not in earneſt—What draw on your Friend 
for a little harmleſs Rallery?—if you have no more 
value for me, /I'il ſhew you I love you better. 
e, ol i. RT 
Toy. Why, Sir Harry, I was but in jeſt as I 
hope to live I vow to Gad I believe the Lady. 
as chaſte as the Moon, and her Virtue as conſpicu- 
ous; as the Stars in the Firmament Draw. 
quothꝭa! What draw upon my Friend Sir Harry 
Beaumont !— All the World ſhan't make me draw 
upon mien? 

Beau. Harkye, Sir, your Cowardice ſhan't 
skreen you another time —if ever I hear a word 
injurious of this Lady, aſſure yourſelf I ſhall 
juſtify her Honour with my Life. [Ex. 
Toy. Pox! who vould have thought he had 
lov'd fighting ſo well? — I'm glad I'm well off 
tho. Ill trouble myſelf no more about her 
there are as fine Women to be had without ven- 
turing one's Life for em. Now if I could but 
find ſome plauſible Pretence to break with Marilla, 
I ſhould be the moſt eaſy Man in the World ; for 


When her Fortune's gone, the Iovelieſt Woman 
In this wiſe Age is a fit Wife for no Man, 


The End of the Second Ac. 
; ts: 10 
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5 Act III. SCENE L. 
Aube Captain Gaylove, Courtly laughing, 
| and Shamble very ne.. 
Gay. > Fj A! ! Ba ha! ! how ane the Rogue 


"7 looks? 
Gs — Court. Why he tells you his Gran- 
1 gs = deur muſt charm the Widow. 

Sham. Ha! ha! I have quite forgot my Dan- 
cing for want of Practice but Buſineſs, State- 
Affairs, Intrigues, and one Hurry or another takes 
up all my time — Ha! ha! Pray Gentlemen ſtand 
by Do you know who 1 am? Won't this 
do, n l an affected Tone. 

Court. Rarely ! ¶ Dancing i in an aukward manner. 

Gay. Excellent ! if he can but keep 170 to his 
Character. | 

| Sham. O! Sir, there is no one thing in the 
World ſo ſoon learnt as the forgetting what one 
really is, in the Appearance of another——Humi- 
lity is a Leſſon few ſtudy with much Pleaſure, and 
all, at ſome times, are truant from. Then why 
may not 1, Sir Triſtram Shamtown, forget I have 
been your Honour's Pimp and Serving Man. 

Court. Sir Triſtram. 

Gay. Aye, that Name was of my inventing. But 
pray, good Sir Triſtram, don't ſo far forget your 
{elf, as to neglect the main Chance - take care 
to put the Widow off ſettling any Part of her 
Eſtate on her Nephew. 

| Sham. No, no, Sir, never doubt it, 1 ſhall re- 
\ tain, tnat Princi ple of Honour, to ſerve my F 8 * 
9 when 
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_ when in ſo doing I doubly ſerve myſel{—IF I mar- 
ry the Widow, depend upon it not a foot of the 
Eſtate, ſhall be parted with. In that I go a 


great way in breaking off the deſi igned Match 2 


tween her Nephew and Celemena. 

Court, A great way—all in all! for T am ſatiſ- 
fy'd Mr. Fairman will never ſacrifice his Daughter 
ro Mr a Fool as Sneaksby, without a Certainty of 
the Widow's Land for her Jointure. 

Cay. Well, faith, I have a ſtrong Opinion we ſhall 
ſucceed—prithee Shamble tell honeſt Jenny, Mrs, 
Dogood T think you call her now, that if ſhe has 
not quite forgot paſt Kindneſfes, ſhe muſt lend 
her Affiſtance in this Affair; and to refreſh her 
Memory, let her know 5 Pieces more are at her 
Service; the Moment Sneaksby quits his Preten- 
ſions to Celemena. 


Sham: I'Il warrant you, Sir—but * tis about the 


time ſhe order'd me to come. 
Gay. Come, ſhall we walk? Mr. Faltnilin, you 


know, was fo obliging to defire we'd paſs the 
Evening there. 

Court. With all my heart —tho? it is echt 
me with the Fare of Tautalu I ought to ſhun 
the Sight of what I muſt deſire, and yer am hope- 


lefs of enjoying. 
Gay. Never deſpair, our Deſign on Towel may 


have more effect than you imagine. — Farewell 


Shamble, good Luck attend thee if any thing 
happens, I Thall be here, or at Mr. Fairman's. Ex. 


Sham. I have a good Stock of e and = 


that often oy the day, 


And they u went to a Ni A Hauſe 

And ſhe WAS dancing naked, 

And all the Tunes the Piper play 1 
Way tale it, , Widow, rake 2 PR 
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Enter Seraph aid Tim, 13 : 


Sneak. Come, Tim, let's go cloſe (CURTIS. 
can't abide to be out when it grows towards dark, 
now here be all theſe Soldiers came down-—they 
are plaguy miſchievous, they ſay- 

Tim. Ay, Sir, my Mother 4 75 to tell me ter- 
rible Stories of em. 

Sneak.” Twan't well done of Aunt, 1555 *rwan't, to 
turn one out as ſoon as ever one come She 
might have made one eat a bit of ſome what firſt, 
„ what did I care if I did not fee my 
Miſtreſs till to-morrow, we an't to be marry'd 
to- night. 1 

Tim. Mayhap, Sir, ſhe thought *rwou'd not 
look reſpectful IF Bax 

Sneak. What did I care, I have paid reſpe& to 
her long enough, I think beſides, is not ſhe a 
going to be my Wife, and as long as we know 
one another's Mind, what f. gnifies making ſuch a 
to do about it? 

Tim. Why; Sir, you told me you had never 
35k'q her the Queſtion Jet. 

Sneak. What then? Aunt has, and \Fethier-in- 
law that muſt ins ang l 8 as Wel FR pere 
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| Enter Falrman. 


| Pair: Your Servant, Father in law Mr. 
Seabsby your Servant how happens it your Aunt 
is not with you I expected her.— 

Sneak. Why, Aunt gives her Serrice but ſhe 
has ſome great Viſiter to come to- night belike, for 
all the Houſe is tuck with Candles, ng ſhe is 

woundy fine. | 
; Fair. An humble Servant; it may be... | 
"Steak Mayhap ſo, I never ask Queltions. 


188 . Fair, 
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Fair. I wiſh I had . 1 ſeald tho?. 
Alide. 


Sneak, *Tis nothing to me, you know ſhe has 


promis d me the Eſtate. 


Fair. If ſhe ſhould marry, I' much pe 


whether ſhe'll keep her word l mult be farif- 
fy*d. [Aide] But come, Sir, let s go in , my Daugh- 
ter expects you. 

Sneak. * Father- in- law but I wiſh you'd 
let me have a bit of ſomewhar firſt, for Tim and I 
are plaguy hungry, and Aunt wou? d not ler us ſtay 
to eat a bit. 

Fair. Lou ſhall command any thing. my Houſe 


Euer | Dboogl and Shamble. 


Do. Well, now I think *tis almoſt ;mpaſſible 
our Plot ſhou'd fail—the Widow is half diſtracted 
in Love with you, before ſhe ſees you, 

Sham. My Perſon cannot but ſecure the Con- 
queſt. 
Do. You wou'd have laugh'd if you had ſeen 
how greedily ſhe ſwallow'd the Bait—bur you 
mult be ſure to ſtrut and look big, and not loſe 
an Inch of your Grandeur.— 

Sham. O, you need not fear—none look fo proud 
and ſcornful as your new made Gentry. 

Do. I have told her, I waited on a Siſter of 
yours in London; that you have a good Eſtate in 
Poſſeſſion, and another in Reverſion; that you are 
of a moſt ancient Family.— _ 5 

Sham. And my Name is— 

Do. Sir Triſt-am Shamtown—of Shamtown-Hall— 
but I hear her coming, ſtep into the next Room, 


* you hall hear a aaa of her Humour. 
LExit. Sham. 
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| Enter Widow: itn of 
Mid. And did Sir Triſtram tell you he'd be ſure 


to come? 

Do. I warrant you, Madam, he'll not fail; for 
tho I ſay it, he had always a great Reſpest for 
me. 

gu? id. I long to 6a him—how do I look, Do- 
goo Ef 
Do. perfectly amiable, Madam. 

Mid. I think I am bloated to- day Pulls out a 
Pocket. Get Here, pull this Ribband a little more 
to my Face ſo, chere, tis well enough now-— 
well, 1 don't like myſelf, tis impoſſible a Man of 
his Quality ſhou'd take a fancy to me. 

Do. "Tis rather impoſſible he ſhou'd not, Ma- 
dam. Bur hark, ſomebody knocks—'tis he for 
certain. 

Mid. Well, I vow, I believe ſomething will 
come of this, for 1 never had fuch a Palpitation 
ry the Day I I firſt ſaw Mr. Stately. 


. Enter Servant. 


= A en enquires for Mrs. Dogood ; , 
he told me his Name, bur *tis ſo hard a one, I 
have forgot it. 

Mid. It muſt be he—this Blockhead is us'd to 
nothing but the Vulgar—bur if he continues with 
me, he muſt improve his Underſtanding. 

Do. Deſire the Gentleman to walk up. 

Mid. And do you hear, Loggerhead, be ſure 
yu pay him a great deal of Reſpect. FEx. Servant. 
I leave thee to receive him I'll ſtep into the 
next Room, and ſettle myſelf a little, and then 
feturn as if 1 did not know any body was here.— 

Do. Very well, Madam and in the mean 
time, Tl be giving him a Character. 

Mad. 


* 
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Wid. That“ 8 wy good. Wench— and Fit re- 
ward-thee,: — Exit. 
Do. They e Adtions: ar themſelves— 


but if my Project goes on as lackily as it begins, I 
am like to have Rewards from all Sides. 


uno e Enter Shamble. 


"He you have nothing to do, you ſee, but to 
ſummon the Governour, the F ort S* ready to ſur- 
render. 

. Sham. Egad, and I like the Sirdärion of" it 
extremely, it ſeems to want no Forrifieation. 1 
Db. You ſee but the Out works, there's a Ma- 
gazine within, of Plate, and Jewels, ant old Broad 

pieces, that have not ſeen the Sun theſe forty 
Years, enough to ſer the whole Country in Ye 
— inen her ane ee to your 


11 A 


Gram, 9. — 7 — your Lady i IS ſo N a 

Worn vou bly, Mrs. Dogood? 4 

SO "Faw Widow. -::5= 10d 
| Do: She's here; Sir Triſtram. © 


- 
_— 


Mid. Dogood'! bleſs me! T did not "iow i you” 


a 4 oa 


had any body with you L 5 
Do. A Gentleman you have YR heard nie talk 
of, Sir Tiſtram Shamtown, Madam. 4 
id. Gh Heav'ns! Sir Piſtfam Shamtown !'T 
am aſham'd to be caught thus in my Dlſhabille 
and the Houſe, oO 1 the Houſe is not fit for 


Sham, 
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_ Sham. O Madam! 


Mid. You are ſuch a eee 5 
; . Sham. You-are ſuch a rang Nee 
Mid. So full of Gallantry. {win 3-21 
| Sham. So full of Charms- 
Wid. Nay, Sir Triftram— 
Sham. So all over engaging, that it wou'd puz- 
zle a Logician to define your Brightneſs. 
Mid. This is too much, Sir Triſtram. 
Sham. Madam, every body that has Eyes . 
admire you what a Shape - pray, Mrs. Dogood, 
did you ever ſee ſo exact a Symmetry of Body? 
Wid. O fye, Sir Triſtram! you make me bluſh 
to death 
"Sham. What a Foot! Airs, = Ov pray leak. at 
your Lady's Foot there's a Foot proportion d to 
the Body; the Body ſuited to the Grandeur of the 
Face; and the Air of the Face belpeaks the Gran- 
deur of the Soul 
\ da I vow, Sir Triſtram, you quite 1 SP 
but you Men of 1 are ſo uſed to 
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| Ratlery 

* 1 How, Madam! another ſuch a word 
1%, wou'd make me curſe my Stars, grow mad, and 
1 die Is there any need to ſay I adore you, 


after having ſeen you? 
Mid. Alas, Sir Triſtram, I have nothing in me 
worth the regard of a Man of your Quality 
Sham. Ah, Madam, you cannot be ignorant of 
the Pow'r of your Charms, and but ſay this be- 
cauſe you think me undeſerving of your Favour 
Vid. I proteſt you wrong me, Sir. Sir Triſtram 
Shamtown cannot but know any Woman wou'd be 
proud of his Addreſſes. | 
Sham. If you receive em, Madam, let all your 
Sex beſides think as they pleaſe—Mers. Dogood, you 
know I cannot Hatter ; help me to convince your 


Lady 
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Lady of bx ee of my Paſſi / Stoch 
of Speeches are almoſt exhauſted. 4 
Do. What do you think of him, Madam 3 9 
mid. O charming ! but doſt thou think he really 
amen me ſo much as he ſays ? | 
Do. I never ſaw a Man fo 2 eninffiorted.” 
Mid. What a difference between a Man of Qua: 
ty, and theVulgar !— Ms. WHEN nevercourted 
me in this Manner. CNS 


Sham. Speak, Madam, what niſl 1 do to prove 


myſelf your Beauty's Slave—Will nothing but my 
Death ſuffice ? ** 

Mid. O Heaven forbid; Six Triſtram ! I wou'd 
not do ſo much Injuſtice to the On, "whole 
chief Ornament you are! 

Sham. Your Goodneſs is equal to Your Beauty. 

Wid. Will you favour me fo far, Sir Triſtram, 
as to take part of a Collation, juſt what the Houſe 
affords. 

Sham. A Sallad, with your Ladyſhip, is preſes 
rable to Ortelans in any other Company. 

Wid. Dogood, lead the * ſee if er ry 
ching is ready. * | | 

Do. Ves, 'Madam—— 07 | | | Ex, 

id. Sir Triſtram! ! WD 1907 FE 
_ Sham. Exquiſite - Hand! Dart Zul 

Mid. Nay, Sir Taba. 8 JE 

Sham. ns, I obey. Ex. 


bb Der Gee Marilla, 


A Sure never any two were ſo nearly ally'd 
in their Misfortunes 'as outlelves—Was there ever 
ſuch a Wretch in Human Kind, as Szeaksby ? 


Cel. Never, unleſs it be Mr. Toywell; but if I 
had no more to fear from the Reſentment of a liv- 


ing Father, than you have from à dead one, I 


thou" 0 not think my ien very Wr | 
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Mar. You talk ſtrangely; were mine alive, I 
might hope by Prayers and Tears to move him, or 


that the Sight of Toywell's S Indifference might 


change his Mind but as he's paſt the Knowledge 
of all this, and has my Vow, nothing remains for 
me, ' but Patience in my Sufferings. 

Cel. Well, I find there's no perſuading o 
but for my part, I'm refolv'd—— * 

Mar. On what? 

Cel. Never to be Wiſe to..Sneaksby. 

Mar. But how will you avoid 1t ? 

l. Nay, that I can't tell. © [Srghs; 

Mar. Here comes one may inform you, for if 
I know any thing of the Language of the Eyes, 
you underſtand one another” g already. | 

-Ceb-Piba 

! Mar. Farewell, Tl be no Interruption. 


Emer Gaylove. 


Cl. Why, Marilla, Marilla. ' 
Gay. Whither | in ſuch haſte, Madam? 
Mar. Your Pardon, Captain; 1 have 1 ineſs. 
| Exit. 
Gay. Have you told her our Deſi ign on Toywell? 
Cel. No, nor I would not have you>——l know 
not but ſhe may be whimſically nice enough to 
diſapprove the Means, tho' ſhe would bleſs the 

17 4 

y. Tis not impoſſible—but e Ma- 
N you ſtand here prodigiouſly indolent and de- 
gagee I fancy you forget to-morrow is your 
Wedding-day— What, no Preparations? Spouſe 
that muſt be, is arriv'd, I ſee but I think, at pre- 
ſent, he ſeems more inclinable to pay his Addretles 
to a good Supper, than a Miſtreſs—As I came 
thro the Hall juſt now, I ſaw him lay about him, 
like a Man of Merttle, at a piece of cold roaſt 


Cel. 


Beef, and a Tankard of Ale. 


AWI E 10 le Lett. ” = 


Cel. Tis ungenerous in you, Captain, to inſult. 
Gay. Who 1, Madam? 1 proteſt. the fartheſt 
from it in the World Why I thought you had 
been infinitely pleas'd with the Match—and that 
no Diſcourſe could have been ſo agreeable as that 
which mention'd Mr. Szeaksbby—— And withour 
doubt the Squire will make you prodigiouſly hap- 
py in a Husband— . 
Cel. Well, Captain, well. 


Gay. If your ready Compliance with your Fa- 
ther's Commands, had not aſſur d me *rwas your 


own Deſire, I had a Proje& in my Head, which 
would certainly have left you at your liberty. 

Cel. For Heaven's ſake, what? 

Gay. No, Madam, no; far be it from me to ſe- 
parate Hearts ſo ſtrictly join'd— Marry, Madam, 
the lovely beloved Youth ; . | | 


Enjoy th unenvy'd Title of his Wife, | 
While J at diſtance languiſh- out my Life. 5 


Ce}. I hate your Rallery—when one has a mind 


to be ſerious——Bur tell me what you mean, and 
Tl forgive it. | 


ing ; that you will immediately, on the breaking 


off of this Match, put me in poſſeſſion of the ſame 


F 2 Gay. 
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JJ % 3 


Cay. You han: the Price, Madam. 

Cel. I thought a Lock of my Hair, or my eib 
ture, had been a Reward, the greateſt your Am- 
bition could have ask d for the higheſt Obligation. 

Gay. No, no, Madam Rni ght-Errantry, has! 
been a long time out of faſhion ; I har? 3 bate an 
Ace of what I told you but ſee, here comes 425 
Doom, if you perſiſt in Obſtinacy is 

Cel. Curſed, teazing, charming I Hen, 


— 
- 


bv; 2% i 


- Enter Fairman and Sneakeby: [134 +424) 


Gta 1 Iiee⸗ Father in- law that muſt be, yo 
have told her every thing, for I hate a great many 
Words. An the were a Man now, I ſhould know 
what to ſay to ber; but mayhaß The gk like 
1 May. ir 1 © . ; 

Fair. Well, well? Ahe Kho ws our Mind. lug 

Sneak. Why that 5 mw enou ee Servo 
*Miſtreſs. SAT Yo nt ISHS Ar yon 

Cel. Your: Odo Liv, MSA; W L c RY 

Fair. Captain, if you pleaſe, We 1 walk gra the 


next Room: e 
Cay. L wait bre you, Sir. o U ener 8 
the Conditions, Madam. NN.! 


Cel. Hang you—Wor? t yo pieaſe to fit, Sir? 

Sneak. No, I 1 you, I'd as lief ſtanckl 
What muſt I fay now ? J wonder What made + wah 
go'away ? 1 i tn N n one 1h 

Cel. 1 hope he has Not Courage enough” to be 
impertinent. e 

Sneak. I fuppoſe, Mrs Cilemona, you hoe The 
Aunt” and your Fatfer- think it Lonpenient our 
Wedding ſhould be to-morrow... © 

Cel, Tis fo deſign'd, Sir, 'T hear. 

Frenz. Nay; as the Saying 4 is, as long as tis to 
be, the fobner tis over the better for my parx, 
I have nothing to ſay againſt it; have vou — 
Cel. Not chat i know of, Sir. . 
DS : . Sneak, 
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Sneak. Why then, I may go to the Company 
again, mayn't 12 

Cel. With all my heart, Sir— 

Sneak. Nay, do vou go * Ts an'r fo unman- 
deny eie. 


Cel. O intolerable! n Sear: : che Captain 


be in earneſt.—or 1 ſhall. loſe my Senſes. [Ex. 
Enter Graſpall and Wife. 


PEE You know, Spouſe, the Duty of a Hul. 5 


band is to love and provide for his Wife ; and, in 
return, the Wife is oblig'd to obey the Commands, 
and ſtudy the Intereſt of her Husband. © 

Age. I don't know that I have given any occa- 
ſion for this Recital of a Wife's Duty. 

Graſp. Far be it from me to accuſe thee 
mention Obedience to a Husband, not that I be- 
lieye thee to have -err'd in it, but that it being 
freſh in thy Memory, thou might ſt not boggle at 
any: Ong which rends to the enriching: thy Huſ- 

and. 


Wife. To what purpoſe can this Harangue be 


made? Sir, let me know what you expect from 


me, and I ſhall anſwer with a ready Compliance. 

Graſp. Indeed” thou'rt very good, and thou 
would it not ſcruple any thing for thy old Lovy, 
ha! Pudſy? © 

Wi fe.” hope you can command me nothing I 
can make a Scruple- of obeying you in But why 
all theſe Precautions? 

Graſp. Well, well, I ha done ba! done 
But remember that Obedience to a Husband ought 
to be the primum Mobile in a Woman — Here, 


Pudſy, read this. | 
Mie. Heavens! a Letter from Sir Harry. 


Graſp. Read, Pudſy, it's prettily turn . 
Madam, 


I ll read it for thee. 
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"bay 
What 1 feel in the Cintemplation of your Cruelty this 
Morning, is not to be expreſs d: I beg you will 
be, at leaſt, ſo juſt, as to let me know to what. 
 Fowe ſo great a Misfortune. 
Your  Everluſting Admairer, 
Beaumont. 


Now, Pudſy, you ſhall fee if T had not a tender 


| Regard for your Youth, and a juſt Conſideration 


of my own Age. I fitred him with a Letter * 
your Nawe. 

Wife. 1 am undone——O ! Sir, I beg you on 
my Knees, whatever Appearances may be againſt 
me, you will not think me guilty of Diſhonour 3 
for on my Soul 

Graſp. Riſe prithee, I am not jealous —Hear 
what I writ to him—T have the Copy--Q here tis. 

Wife. What will this come to? 

Graſp. Now, Pudſy, you ſhall hear. 


Sir, 

The Saifaftion you require of me ſhall be made vun, 
if you will give yourſelf the trouble to meet me 
in the little Field behind our Garden, at four a- 
clock this Afternoon 

Your Humble Servant, 
Suſanna Graſpall. 


"Wife And did you. fend. him this impudent 


Letter in my Name ? 


Graſp. Have patience—Condemn me when you 
hape reaſon, Pudſj. 

Wife. I know not what to think. 4 

Graſp. The appointed Hour, and the Lover, 
came together; whom I accoſted with, Sir Harry, 


your humble Servant, and ſo forth, 


Wife. Heavens | how I tremble ? 
Graſp. And then it ſeems, ſaid I, by chis "PS 


ter, which accidentally tell into my hands, that 
you 
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you have ſome Affairs to negotiate with my Wie: 
Now ſhe being under Covert-Baron, can tranſact 
nothing without my leave; for which reaſon, and 
believing my Age and Experience might enable 
me to treat more effectually with you, I anſwer'd 
your Letter Nay, Sir Harry, ſaid I, don't bluſh 
(for he did look curſedly confus'd, that he did) 
a Sword and a Wife, ſaid I, are both uſeleſs to 
me ; and as I wear one for the Ornament of my 
Dd Fork marry'd the other as a Grace to my 
Houſe:2d | 
Wife. Where will this end? "\ 

_ Graſp. Now, Sir Harry, ſays I, whoever has 
the uſe of my Sword, it's but reaſonable he pay 
for the furbiſhing——and if you really have ſo. 
violent a Paſſion for my Wife, as your Letter in- 
timates, pay the Money down ſhe has expended 
me in Clothes, and allow me ſome Conſideration 


for the Pity I have of your Sufferings, and I here 1 
give you free Ingreſs, Egreſs and Regreſs 1 Wh 
was ſome time before I could perſuade him that I 10 
was in earneſt. n |: 
| Wife. In earneſt, Sir! Ss. 1 
Graſp. Ay, Pudfy ; for a good while I could not ih 
make him believe I really defign'd him the Fayour 19 
of paying me 2000 J. the Price I ſet for giving þ 
him the liberty to——viſfit thee now and then, | 1 
that's all — But I convinc'd him at laſt, and he thi 
immediately ſent the Sum propos'd to my Houſe, | 10 35 
in a ſtrong Box, with Condition only of keeping 11 * 
the Key, till you ſet your Hand to the Covenant. heb 
Now, Pudſy, if thou haſt any Love for thy old Wo 
Hubby, never let ſuch a Sum depart the Houle, 1 
by a fooliſh Denial — if thou doſt, it is as bad as of | 
robbing me, for whatever I have in my Cuſtody, Wl | 
I always look upon as my own. oe . 
Niſe. Is it poſſible you can have ſo mean a 58 


PS. 
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Spirit Or do you believe, if you have fo ſordid 
| 5 and 
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and groveling a Soul, that I can, fegardleſs of my 
Fame, and loſt to Vertue, yield to ſuch 4 deteſted 
Bargain. 

Graſp. Dear, dear Purdfybedon? t be too haſty in 
reſolving—conſider, will Fame ever get thee 2000! ? 
Remember, Pudſy! two thouſand Pounds | when 
I think what a Sum it is, 1 ſweat at the 5 N 
henſion of Virtue. 

Mie. And would you 0 a Cuckold > 

. Graſp. Two thouſand Pounds, Pup 

Mie. Deſpis'd and pointed at. 

Graſp. Two thouſand Pounds,— . 

Wife. Become the publick corn, and all | for 
Gain, a little trifling 'Trafſh. ++ + 

' Graſp. A little, doſt thou call it? 1 wiſh thy 
Virtue has not flown into thy Head, and turn'd 
thy Brain — Why what Gon thou value yy Vir- 


tue at? 


Mife. The World cannot repair the loſs of it. 

Graſp. Ah! to be ſure thou art a little touch'd, 
but don't think that I'll be fool'd out of the 
ſtrong Box —if you are mad, I am not; and you 
had beſt conſent quietly to what I deſire, or I 
ſhall make you—'Sbud I've been too humble 

Wife. No Husband's Power extends to force 
the Execution of unlawful: Commands But ſure 
you cannot be 0 dead to Shame, to wiſh it ſe- 
riouſly. 

Graſp. Seriouſly ! why there *tis e e t 1 
tell you that 2000 /. are in a ſtrong Box, and that 
T have that Box in keeping and that there is no- 
thing hinders me from being Maſter of it, but 
your refuſing to perform Articles. 

Wife. Monſtrous Stupidity ! not to be believ'd ! 

Graſp. But you'll believe it, I hope, when you 
find Sir Harry tells you the ſame rhing—l have 
appointed him to come this Night I'll give 
you half an Hour to conſider on t——but would 
adviſe 
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zdviſe you not to be a Fool, Nor think to make me 
ſ— 8 


Hife. Thou mak chyſelf a wretched, wicked 
Fool: Wag ever any thing like this ? 


Ener 88 n Þ jb 4 


Aud Fab not, Madam, I have ot all 
and know not whether my Admiration of 
Virtue, or Amazement at your Husband* 8. 1 
Intention, moſt takes up my Thoughts. 1 
Mife. Expos” d to him Heav'ns! this Story 
will be the Jeſt of the whole Country Whatever 
are my Husband's Faults, is not your buſineſs to 
examine and twas unmannerly to liſten to oui 
private Conference. 

Amad. T doubt not of your pardon cor this and 
many other Actions, which have ſeem d imper- 
tinent, when you ſhall know my Reaſons for Cu- 
rioſity; which now, fully convine'd of your Vir- 
tue, and confident of your Good-nature, and 
Compaſſion, I fhall make no ſcruple of , 
Jam a Woman, Madam. : | „ 


Wife. A Woman! 
Amad. My Name 1 from a 


Family Tneed not bluſh to own bleſt with a 
Fortune equal to my Birth, and bred in expecta- 
tion of the faireſt Hopes —8ir Harry Beaumont 
once was not aſham d to own to all who knew. 
him, he thought me worthy of the tendereſt Paſ- 


ſion.— 2 


Miſtreſ 
Amad. His Wife, ir Vows can make me ſo— 


therefore in ſuch a Circumſtance, you cannot 
wonder I took all Opportunities to dive into the 
Secret of his coming hither—You ſhall hereafter 


be inform d of all the Farticulars of my Story —=Hur 
| G he 


5 
* 
4 


951 
©. 
(IS 


Wife. A Wimiant! | and Sir Eur Beaumont s 
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the time allow d you for Conſideration is fo ſhort; 
T muſt defer it, and only beg you (for in your 
power alone it is) to help a wretched Woman, 
and fave me from eternal Ruin and Deſpair. 
IWife. Alas! what can I do? 
Amad. Seem to conſent to what your Husband 
asks, and leave the reſt to me. | 
Mie. How will that ſerve you? 
Amad. You ſhall know anon—lIn the mean time, 
I conjure you to diſſemble a Compliance your 
Virtue ſhall not ſuffer by your Charity to me. 
Mife. Well, you ſhall perſuade me. 


Aa. 


Amad.— Heav'n will reward the generous Aid you lend, 
And the ſoft Wiſhes of my Soul befriend : - 
Since, true to Virtue, my Endeavours aim 
Only the dear falſe Rover to reclaim. 


The Zi of the Third Af. - 


Euter Dogood, Shamble, and Widow. 
Mid. 8 ENDE E D, Sir Tii/tram, this 
Offer of your Siſter for my Ne- 

phew convinces me the moſt of 
aany thing of your Affection 
I wiſh there were a way for me 
to get off with Mr. Fairman. 3 | 
Sham. Madam, the Paſſion I have for you makes 
me ſtudy your Intereſt, which I chink you ought 
to prefer to Ceremony— My Siſter's Fortune, 
Which is 5000 J. more than Mr. Fairman * 

Wit 


CY 


Mir vide fink. 


with his Daughter, is in her own hands, and III 
undertake ſhe ſhall be content with only her own 
Money ſettled on her. 

Wid. That is obliging indeed l was certain- 
ly bewitch'd when I agreed ro Mr. Fairman's Pro- 
poſal——But alas! I did not think of e 
then, nor am I ſure 1 ſhall: ere - 

Sham. How, Madam! not ſure. 1 marrying 2 
You have undone my Quiet drove me to De- 
ſpair, and without you retract thoſe cruel Words, 
you ſhall very ſoon ſee the fatal Conſequence. 

Mid. Nay, Sir Triſtram, 1 only ſaid 

Sham. O you have ruin'd me ! 1 Farewel Board- 
Wages and Lace'd Liveries ! Farewell all Joy, all 
Peace, of Mind, all Happineſs— Welcome 
ye ſolitary Groves and baleful Yew, ye purling 
Streams and* cooing Doves 3 behold the unhappy 
 Shamtown oppreſs'd with Grief, and ſunk with 
ſad Deſpair, . joins in your Moan : | the cruel Stately 
ſcorns my Paſhon.. 

Mid. Sir Triſtram, won't you hear me? 

| Sham. Oh! can I bear a Doubt of that Hap- 
pineſs I ſo ardently deſire, and yet live? No, no, 
Death will ſoon eaſe me of theſe Pains I will 
rip up this faithful Breaſt, and ſhew my FN 
Heart. | 

Wid. Sir Triſtram, I did not ſay that · 

Sham. Was it for this you gave me AP ? Did 
you raiſe me up but to make my Fall the greater? 

Wid. Why, Sir Triſtram! Lard, I think he's 
run mad indeed What ſhall 1 fay to him, 
Dogeod | 1 


Do. Tell him you'll marry him this minute : 


Say any thing. 
Wid. Then, Sir Triſtram, to ſhow you 
Sham. What unhappy Deſtiny drove me here, 

or firſt fix'd my Eyes on that lovely cruel Wo- 


man—Oh that I could forget I ever ſaw you! 
(> 2 Vid: 
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Vn. 1 Why, Sit Triſtram, to convince you that 
I am not crael, fend for a Parſon, and kale me 
my Lady Sbamtoum. . 

Sbam. Ha! do you mock my Grief" 2 Nay ay, then 
Death * be my Portion. [Offers to fall on hs Sword. 

Do. 

. Wid. Ah! for Goodneſs fake, Sit Triftram, I 
am in earneſt, I vow and wear 1 will marry you 
this minute, if you p pleaſe. 

Shan. Can it be poſſible But rl not believe 
I am ſo happy. 

Mid. Then follow 1 me, and mu; it to wand pr f 


xit. 
1 Lou'd make 4 rare Actor. 1515 
arſon, leſt fonls' dy Ac- 


"Sham. Send for a 
eident e e us m quite out of 
| Bun Celemehe id Celle. a 


Gay. Well, Madam, what think you of my 
Plots e You ſee, as near as your Coke Marilla 
thought herſelf to Hymen, my Contrivance is in a 
far way to make her loſe ſight of him. 

Cel. I can't but ſay you are like to be ſucceſsful 


| enough, and I ſhould be very apt to employ you 


in the ſame Buſineſs, if you were not ſo exorbi- 
rope.) in your Demands. | 
y. Good Workmen, Madam, will have good 
Nie- would fain do your Buſineſs once for 
all—If I ſhould be compaſſionate enough to hew 
off this Rub in your way for little or nothing, 
who knows but another may ſtarr up——No, no, 
let me ſee you at your Journey's end—Lodge you. 
ſafe in Matrimony, and I Il truſt ro your Manage- 
ment afterwards, 
Cel, You are very confident of your own Abili- 
ties, I find—But ſuppoſe you ſhould be 5 
Many 


190 & ; a 1 5 \ g þ 
A WiIpE to be Lett. 
Many a Woman has been glad of a Fool after 
Matrimony, that ſhe would have deſpis'd before. 

' Gay, That's becauſe then ſhe has a Hilsbahd 
too wiſe. | 
Euter Courtly. | 3 
Court. Dear Gaylove, T am infinitely oblig'd to 
thee—Toywel is grown ſo inſolent to Marilla, that 
it ſhe ſhould {til} perſiſt in her Reſolution of mar- 
rying him, I think twould cure my Paſſion. ., 
Cel. Twas almoſt come to a downright Quar- 
rel, when we enn ©. - - 4 
Court, Nothing to what is now— Here they 
come, pray obſerve em. NY Wo 

? Euter Marilla and 'Toywell. ” + 

Mar. I wiſh, Mr. Toywel,. you'd forbear your 
Viſits, unleſs you could behave youſelf with 
Fan good Matinets—You play the Husband too 
oon. 


think you play the Wife too ſoon. _ | 
Mar. If I never give you leave to call me by 
that Title, your Uſage would almoſt excuſe my 
Breach of Vow. 5 3 
Toy. Why really, Madam, I believe, of all Wo- 
mankind, your Charms have the leaſt effect on 
me—and I don't think twould be the death of 
me, if you ſhould refuſe me that Bleſſing of call- 
ing you my Wife If that's your Deſire, pray 
ler me know it, probably I may have Tenderneſs 
enough for you, to give up my Pretenſions on 
very eaſy Terms. i on. 
Mar. Say on what? ſay on any Leave me 
but a Competency for Bread, and take the reſt of 
my Fortune. + ES - 
Toy. Which is little enough, if ſhe knew all— 
Look ye, Madam, tho you are ſo cruel as to tax 
| | me 


Tiy. And to deal plainly with you, Madam, I 
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me with Indifference, to ſhew you how. vaſt: a 


Regard I have for your; Eaſe, I will forego all the 
Happineſs I propos'd in the Poſſeſſion of ſo much 
Beauty, and now {wear from my Soul, in the Pre- 
ſence of theſe Witneſſes, that upon no account 
will I, John Toywell, ever be the Husband of 425 
Mari lia Fairman. 

Mar. I thank you, and with Joy receive my 
Liberty 1 

Court. Now, Madam, may I not hope — 
Mar. The Uſage I have receiv'd from him, is 
ſufficient to Wake me hate all Men. 1 Ex. 

. Court. Yes, Madam. 3 

Gay. Why, are you in earneſt, Mr. Toywell ? ? 
A x quitted your Pretenſions ? © 

Toy. Reallyl. Ay, Caprain—'twou'd have been 
carrying the Jeſt too far, to have marry'd her 
without a Portion --T here ſtands one, and a good 
agreeable Woman Egad, I think II. make 
Love to her. 

- Gay. But you know ſhe's to be marry'd to 
Suraksby. 

Toy. It's no matter for that do you think ſhe'd 
be ſuch a Fool to refuſe me for him? 

Gay. But you have affronted her Couſin, don” t 
you believe ſhe'll reſent it? | 

Toy. Pſha! II tell her *rwas for her Sake. Mo 

Gay. Nay, you may try: Madam, here's a Gen: 
tleman is fallen e ei in Loye with you on 
the ſudden — 5 

13 Who? What do you mean? 3 

That he muſt explain. 

24 Madam, 1 long have ador'd you; tis im- 
poſſible to tell you with how much Ardor ; that, 
your Glaſs muſt inform you, becauſe nothing elſe 
can give you any Juſt Idea of your Perfections. 
Cel. The Fool's diſtracted ſure; or is it your 
Contrivance too? 

Gay. 


A Wir E to be Lett. 47 
Cay. No; faith; Madam, tis all his ow 
Toy. Till this happy Moment, Madam, I'was 

not At my own” Diſpoſal—but/ was oblig'd to 

fmother all the Tranſporrs of my Soul, when 0 

beheld vou 
Gay. Hold, Mr. Toywel—take carton s a 

Rival approaching, trebly arm d with Mead, [es 

der, and Metheglin. | 
Toy. What, Sneaksby drunk! 0 the butt! 


Enter Sneaksby drunk. _ od 5 


| Sneak. Adod! | Father-in-law keeps good Liquor ; : 
but tis plaguy heady—who' s here? O Miſtreſs ! 
Wife that muſt be, here, tie my Neckcloth=—: 

Sg Cel. Oh hideous ! really Sir, I don't know how. 

Sneak. Not know how! you are very fit for a 
Wife indeed! mayhap you 11 never learn. —— 40k 

Cel. "Tis poſſible. 2: "$4343 

- Toy. O 8 Brute, how he ſmells! fare, Ma- 
dam, you cannot conſent to bury your Youth and 
Beauty in the Arms of that Wretch 

Cel. Whatever he is, I prefer him to a Fop— 
Mr. Szeaksby, you are not apt to be jealous, I 
hope N. Toywell is making Love to ES 
How do you approve of it? Wy 

Sneak. Making Love to you-ug velbl' i Load 

Toy. Well, Sir; and what then, Sir? what if 1 
do, 8 I may bully him. 

Gay. I don't know but theſe rwo Coxcombs 
might afford ſome Direrſion—if we had time co 


work em to any Pitch. 3% lin 
Sneak. Ugh why. be mayhap, you, may 

make me a Cuckeld- ee 707 
Toy. And what then, Sir? 5 E 


* Ha! ugh ! what then, Sir—why ak J 
mayhap I may break your Sconce, blew rell you 
but that. 55 
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Boks - Toys How, Sir | ppt Ft. charm | her with my 
9 Courage. Do you ſee this, Sir [ Drauus. 
Sieak. Why | Miſtreſs, do you e and 
ſee y your Husband that is to be — murder d— 
but 22 ſhall kill you firſt, I'Il tell you but that. 

| Gay. O Sir! — Ido you no e ee put 
up, bury Toywell, put up. 

. Nay, you ſhan't ſtir. 

Cel. "Dur: filthy Creature! 

Sneak. What's the Matter ug 

Cel. Oh inſufferable! Captain, TP. me. 

ag. Ha, ha, ha—come Mr. Toywell, you ſee 
$4 | your 1 is me ſe 3 twill be 
1 us to lend your Arm to him 1 in. | 
9 © Gel. Oh, Lam poiſon d! Ot (Ex. 

. Toy. In Gomplaiſance to. vou, Capt. —faugh | 
how he ſtinks, | 

Sneak. Ugh ! What are you doing——Murder, 
nen m are you e 2 Murder l 


Euer Servants.” 


1 Serv. n What's the Matter? ; 

18 Why, your young Maſter that is to be, as 
he ſays, is a little overtaken, that's all. 

1 Serv. O, the Squire's drunk. Fa 

Sneak. Murder, Murder! ; | 

| Gay. There; there lug himin—— [Ex. 


Enter Beaumont and Graſpall. 


Benn. Well, my kind Sollicitor, What Hopes * 

ſhall we enjoy our Miſtreſs, or not? Here's the 
old Munmon, gives you Admittance to your 
Yellow Beauties—methinks thy Looks foretel Suc- 
ceſs, and ſay, your Wife gives ear to Reaſon— 
* Graſp. Ah, Sir Harry, what Pains have I taken? 
Beau. But to what purpoſe, my old Plutus? 
What's the Succeſs; is ſhe {till cruel? and muſt 1 


. ſend for the Box ? 
Graſp. 
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© Graſs. When the Box goes, your Suit ends, 
good Sir Harm Even Jove had been repuls'd, if 
a Shower of Gold had not introdue'd him my 
Reaſons had, I hope, ſome: effect, and I left her 

Beau. How, my dear Graſpall? bi 

Graſp. Like the Sea after a Storm, tho? the 
Winds are laid, there yet remains ſome Swell 
which muſt have time to ſettle - But the Key, Sir 
Harry. 


Be Nay, 1 ENT have ſome. Aſſurance fa 1 


don't part with ſuch a Sum. for nothing, che . 
nute your Wife conſents . 
Graſp. Conſents! sbud he. had as 3 meet a 


hungry Lion, as pronounce the firſt Letter of a 


Denial—I'Il have the Letters N. O. ſtruck out of 
the Alpliabet, except to poor Rogues that come for 


Money, and there, — ken it laws. 


ful. 2 


Beau. Farewel |: v1, 0% 7: : by Er. 


Graſp. I m in the Houſe, if you want e Help— 
8 I. can't perſuade him out of the Key, I'll 
force the Box; let hin take the ſame Method if 
he pleaſes, with his Miftreſs.—Bleſs me! that Sig 
Harry, eſteem'd a Man of Wit, can part with ſuch 
a Sum, for ſuch a Bauble as a Wofnahy 48 


. Mrs. Graſpall, Beaum . 


Wi 7 And is it poſſible then, Gin Hurry, Tha 
you can have join'd with my Hasband in an At- 
rempt at once ſo ridiculous and baſe but tho 
your Gold has had this Influence on his ſordid: 
Nature, know, I deſpiſe the Man who dares be- 
lieve *rwill bribe me out of my Honour. 

Beau. Far be it from me, Madam, ever to have 


| harbour'd ſuch a Thought; 2 and as the Propoſal 


was made by your Husband, tis he alone you 
ſhou'd condemn. 


Wife, But you agreed toꝰt. : 
H Beau, 
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an If I had not, you might 
had thought ſo {mall a Sum more FRE _—_ 


A WIr E to be Ten. 


your Favour. 


Wife. You have taken a very wrong Method to 
obtain it: But as for him, baſe, mean-ſpirited, 
and ſordid as he is, he is my Husband ſtil—nor 
will I wrong him, tho” by his on Conſent. 
Beau. Can you have ſo much value for à Man, 
Who, taſtleſs of your Charms, and ignorant of the 
Treaſure he is maſter of, wou'd barter it for 
Traſh—if no Compaſſion for my Sufferings wou'd 
move you, methinks the Injury he does. you; 


ſhou'd prompt you to revenge. 


Wife. What you call revenging Injuries, is 


being acceſſary to em. 


. Your Husband has transfer'd his Ri 
and if deaf to Arguments, has gin 
For, r to ſeize- 
Wife. Which if you dare attempt 
Beau. Be not frighted, Madam; I never gave 
you - cauſe to think "I'd be a Villain——Honour 
has always been the Guide of my Actions—and ?tis 
that now whiſpers me, No een ſo vile, as 


that of Raviſher. 


Wife. And does it not inform you too, you 
A* not to ask of me what Honour forbids me 
ant you look confounded 
Sir Harry! how forcible is Truth, tho? ne'er ſo 
Not all your Learning, Wit, 
or Artifice, can form an Anſwer in Contradiction 


to gran 


plainly utter d? 


to this ſhort Demand. 


Beau. Madam, I will not anſwer on his 
-becauſe I know that all the Argu- 
ments I cou'd bring, wou'd, to a Woman of your 
"Temper, appear too weak to convince you that 
all choſe Converſations, which the World calls cri- 
minal, are not alſo really diſhonourable in them- 
| ſelves=—nay, I will own to you, that I cou'd 


Theme 


have. beliey'd 1 


e WIr E mo be Le. 5 


wiſh there were a Poſſibility for me to love you 


leſs, : unleſs my Paſſion cou d appear in a more no- 


ble Light. 


Wife. "Tis generouſly confeſs d but why wilt 


you then perſiſt to urge a Suit your Reaſon does 
condemn ? 3 is 

Beau. Ah, lovely Creature—you may as well 
ask Madmen why they rave but do not mif- 
take me; when I fay I wiſh T lov'd you leſs, tis 
not becauſe my Reaſon tells me tis a Fault, bur 
becauſe it is not in my pow'r to give you ſo con- 
vincing a Proof as I wou'd do, of my fincere Af- 
fection: the Flame I feel for you, is in it ſelf fo 
pure, I grieve it ſhou'd appear in any Likeneſs 


with thoſe unconſtant Fires which baſe Defires 


create; I tremble when I approach you; and tho 
I'd forfeit Life to touch that Hand, fo fearful 
am I to offend, I dare not ask it Conſider, 
Madam, and juſtly weigh the difference between 
us. Did Toywell treat you thus? e 
Mie. That Wretch's Impudence was owing to 
his Folly—if 1 look into your Deſigns, they oy 
the ſame ; and you, but with more Art, Wou'd 
me... | Cen or on 

Beau. By Heav'n I wou'd not —your Reputa- 
tion ſhou'd be ſacred and unblafted—the dear, the 
happy Secret ſafe lodg'd within my Soul, ſhou'd 
take no Air, nor let in the leaſt room for a Cons 


jecture then for your Fears, thoſe little Fears, 


which all your Sex are prone to, and which thg 


Inconſtancy of ours too frequently gives Cauſe 


for, I'd follow you, as now, with Sighs and 
Pray*rs, and ardent Vows of everlaſtin Paſſion. 
Wife. 'Then you'll allow that Conftancy's the 
only Teſt of true Affection. eee, 
Beau. Moſt ſure it is, the only certain one. 
Wife. How am I then ſecure of yours, till T 


have purchas'd the Experiment at a Rare too 
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dear I muſt reſign my Honour, my Vertue, and 

my Peace of Mind, before I can promiſe myſelf 
the leaſt Aſſurance I have not done all this for an 
ungrateful Man 

Beau. There are a thouſand n * Weh 
you may diſtinguiſh which Paſſions will be laſting, 
and, which not—and if N Vows and Impre- 
cations can have Force 

Wife. No, Sir Harry; 1 know with how much 
caſe ou Men abſolve yourſelves the Breach of 
Vows in an Affair of this nature — but ſince 
you have confeſt that Conſtancy's the only Proof 
_ of true Affection, anſwer me, did you ne'er love 
0 ? 

Beau. Suppoſe I did; if 1 3 ſhall love 
none but you, the former Errors of my Fancy 
may be forgiv n. 

= | Wife." But tell me if. you did; and I conjure 
_ you, ſpeak with the ſame Sincerity as you wou d 
* anſwer Heavin——— 

Beau. What can ſhe mean? few Men, Madam, 
N 1 believe, who have travell'd ſo far as I have done, 
2788 had ſuch Variety of Converſations, (ſome of which 
„ perhaps have not been over- nice) and ſeen ſuch 
1 Numbers of fine Women, can boaſt an entire Con- 

1 tinency. I do not deny but I have met I empta- 
tations in my way, which Youth and Inadvertency, 
at ſome unguarded Hours, have yielded to. 

Wife. 1 ſpeak. not of thoſe {light and tranſient 
Patel, but of a Flame which bore the ſhow of 
Honourable did you not- anſwer without Equi- 
yocation, did you not, (neglecting all the reſt) ne- 
ver addreſs one Favourite Fair? 

Beau. Ha! But whate'er ſhe aims at, I ſcorn 
the Bafeneſs of a Lye——Yes, Madam—I confeſs, 
I once before, and ne er but once, knew what it 
yas to love But why this en, and with 


a. ſs? 
* e 80 1. 
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Wife. You ſhall be told Pray who was ſne? 
Beau. She was a Woman, Madam, whoſe De- 
ſerts might well excuſe my Paſſion———But why 
this Enquiry? 3 * 
Wife. But one thing more, and you ſhall know. 
Since fo belov'd, and ſo deſerving, why are you 
diſunited ? Grew ſhe unkind ? 
Beau. I am fo confounded, I know not what to 


ſay. O Amadea! now thy Image riſes to my View, 


and brings my broken Vows to my Remembrance, 
Wife. What ſay you, Sir? Did ſhe prove falſe ? 
or is ſhe dead? 


Beau. Neither, Madam but, pray no more 


This Talk is foreign to the kind End your Huſ- 
band brought me for. * 


Wife. Stand off, perfidious Man! by your own 


Mouth you are condemn*d—ſince, as yourſelf con- 
feſs, Conſtancy's the only 
Honour, how can you be juſtify*d by either ? 
You own you lov d, where both Deſert and Kind- 
_ neſs join'd to engage yet, full of your Sex's 
Falſhood and Ingratitude, that Conqueſt gain'd, 
you offer to another your proſtituted Heart, and 
think a little idle Flattery can win me to accept 
vour violated Faith. uy | 
Beau. J have loſt her by my Plainneſs What 
you ſpeak of, Madam, happen'd a long time ago, 
we now are ſeparated Forgive what is paſt 
your Beauty, as it juſtifies my Change, will alſo 
be your own Security for my future Conſtancy. 
fe. I'll hear no more — nor is it my Buſineſs 
to judge either your paſt or preſent Action 
ome forth, Amadea ; 
Beau. Amadea 


Enter Amadea in her own Clothes. 


Wife. If you can obtain a Pardon here, mine 


Will not be long with-held. 
. 3 3 Beau. 


Proof of Love and 
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Beau. Tis ſhe indeed! 5 

Ama. Turn not away confus d; I ſhall believe 
you never knew the Force of Love, if you can 
doubt my Readineſs to pardon—You wrong me 
more by this unkind Delay to meet my ſtretch'd- 
out Arms, than e er you did in your Addreſſes 


Beau. Can there be ſo much Generoſity in Na- 
ture! 3 | 


Ama. Come, Sir Harry, look on me, and as you 
juſt now faid, forget what's paſt: By Heaven! 
your future Kindneſs will more than expiate all 
you have done, or would have done to wrong me. 
Beau. Excellent Woman! may I then believe 
thee—Can it be poſſible that thou (who, I per- 
ceive, art well acquainted with my Crime) can'ſt 
wiſh to pardon it, and again receive me to that 
ſoft Breaſt, that lovely Manſion of eternal 'Truth ? 
Ama. I now am fully recompens d. Ee 
Beau. Thou Prodigy of Goodneſs—to find thou 
haſt left London, thy Father, Friends, Relations 
and Acquaintance—to meet thee here—here in 
EN this Scene of guilty Wiſhes, ſo ſtrangely, fo un- 
3" expected, fills me at once with Shame, with Joy, 
, and Wonder. 2 22 | 
Ama. Could London, my Father's Houſe, or the 
Society of any Friends, bring Comfort to me, 
when I ſaw not you? *T'was enough to know that 


8 
„ 


- 472. 
ww of 
K * 
. 
1 N 
o < 


gd . 


1 
. Beaumont was in Salisbury, to wing the Feet of A- 
Wo) madea hither ——Beſides, you may remember the 
1 News of your Uncle's Death took you away ſo 
3 ſuddenly, I ſcarce had time for one ſhort Adieu 
J You writ to me indeed, and made me hope a 


quick Return; but in a little time (tho I'm un- 
willing to mention paſt Unkindneſs) you left off 
even that diſtant, Converſation I writ, and 
writ again, but had no Anſwer—ar firſt I thought 


my Letters had miſcarry d but long Expectance 
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at laſt grew weary, and I reſolv'd to know the 

Truth of what I then began to fear; and to that 
end left London in Diſguiſe. 
en In Digue! 

Ama. I dreſs d me in a Suit of my Brother's 


Clothes, which happening to be out of Town, 1 
he had left behind him, and came down here in Wo. 
the Stage-Coach— At the Inn where J alighted, I *h 
met Mr. Graſpall, who hearing me enquire. for 11 
Lodgings, made me an Offer of a Chamber in his (7: Y 
Houſe, where I have been ever ſince; and by that 1 
means had an Opportunity of finding out that 10 4 
Secret, which now you are ſo good to acknow- Wil 
ledge as a Fault. Y | 17 
Beau. And ever ſhall Nor will this Lady think 44 
me unmannerly, when I declare, I ought to have Rs 
been blind to every Charm but yours. 6 | 
IWife: Sir Harry, I rejoice in your Converſion, . 


— — 
8 = 
— 


and I hope you are too ſincerely touch*d with a 
Senſe of your late Errors to repeat em. OILS x 1 
Beau. O never! This unexampled Tenderneſs 
and Generoſity has charm'd my very Soul — nor i 
will we ever be divided more; but as by folemn _ 
Vows we have long ſince been. one, my Chap- 40 
lain to-morrow ſhall ratify the Contract. 5 * 
_ IvVife. I heartily congratulate the Happineſs of 
you both; but notwithſtanding the real Pleaſure 


„ 


it gives me to ſee every thing ſo well anſwer the _ 10 
End I propos d by this Meeting, I cannot find in | "on 
my heart to forgive my Husband's bafe Deſign 1 
upon me, and have thought of a way to be re- © 


5 


veng d, if you'll vouchſafe me your Aſſiſtanode. 
Benn. IJ dare anſwer you may command us both. 
IVife. This Lady mult put on her Men's Clothes 
once more. FH PE be on 
Ama. Moſt willingly, they have been fortunate 


to me. : 
722 
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WMiſe. Within T'll tell you my Deſi ign—pleaſe to 


walk — ——— 
Beau. We'll follow, Madam. | 


Ye falſe- name d Pleaſures of my Youth alas 
| They charm*d my Senſe, but you Jubdue my Soul. 
Tho fix d to you alone, I ve pom r to change, 
ile oer each Beauty of your Form I range. | 
Nor to thoſe only need I be confin'd, 
But changing fill, enjoy thy beanteous Mind. 


A 
- 


E nd of the Fourth AR. 


WCTV. SCENE I... 
Enter Graſpall and Wife. 


A, you won't be fo ungrateful 

a 18 to deny me ſo ſmall a Requelt, 

Bs When I have broke my all Ob- 
N jedions to oblige yo 

Graſp. I would deny thee Sf ag Pudly ; 5 bur 
thou doſt not conſider what an Inconvenience, as 
well as an Expence, this will be. 5 

Mife. Inconvenience ! where can be the Cs 
venience of having a few Friends to be henry 
with you? 

Graſp. A few! why thou haſt nam'd half the 
County, I chink but prithee, let me hear them 
over again. 

Wife. Why in the firſt place, dir Harry Beau- 
mont; you won't grudge him a Dinner out of his 
2000 /. ſure? 

Graſp. If he is not ſatisfy' d with the Meal you 
have given him, he ſhould een faſt till Doomſday 
for me But go on Wife. 
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Wife. Mr. Courth ; he is Sir Harry's Intimate, 
and "twill be rude to leave him out. | 
Graſp. Well! who elſe ? | 
Wife. The Widow Stately——She is our next 
Neighbour, you know, and muſt be invited. 
Graſp. So—to the reſt. OED 
Vie. Mr. Fairman, his Niece, and Daughter, 


and their two Lovers, Squire Sneaksby and Mr. 
Toywell; and if you find any Company at their 


3 as they ſeldom are without, they muſt be 

Graſp. Very well and theſe you call a few—— 
beſides a Retinue of Servants at the heels of em, 
of more than twice double the Number A Pack 
of romping, tearing, hungry Hounds, that will 
eat me out of houſe and home, tho I had laid in 


for a Siege. *Sdeath, how can you be ſo inconſi- 


derate ? „ 
Wife. Well, Tl never ask you any thing again 
but remember, that if ever you make any more 
Bargains for me, your Unkindneſs has given me 
a very good Pretence to refuſe making *em good. 
Graſp. Ha! let me confider——ſhe'll be ſpite- 
ful enough, that's certain, and who knows, but 
among theſe Blades I may find a Fool as willing 
to part with his Money as Sir Harry? I have a 
good mind to let her have her Will for once. Well, 
Pudſy—ſappoſe I ſhould oblige rhee in this, thou 
Wilt never be refractory hereafter, wilt thou? 
Mie. Not when *tis for your Intereſt, Tony. 


Graſp. I ſhall never ask any thing of thee, Pud- 


Jy, that is not for the Intereſt of us both. 
Wife. But ſince you have conſented to have this 
Company here to-day, *tis time they were invited. 
Graſp. Well, I'll go-— but, Pudſy, dear Pudſy, 
prithee bate me the Severity of one Article. 


Wife. What's that? 
Grafp, 
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- Graſp, Give me leave to deſire they would not 
bring their Footmen with 'em. 1 
Mie. Fye! you would not make yourſelf ſo 
ridiculous. Par 5 
Graſp. Well, for once _ Going. 
Wife. Stay, Tony—lI proteſt I had like to have 
been guilty of a piece of Il Manners I ſhould 
never have forgiven myſelf—— - 
_ Graſp. What now ? 
Me. I am told there's a Baronet lately come 
down, I can't think of his Name, but he's at the 
Widow Sate) you muſt be ſure to entreat the 
Favour of his good Company. = 
Graſp. The Devil! = | 
Me. You muſt not omit him by any means. 
Graſp. No, no—Was ever Man thus plague'd ? 
Mie. Well, go about it then, while I prepare 
for their Reception. Be ſure not to forget. 5 
Graſp. No, no, no—if I ſtay much longer, ſhe'!! 
remember as many more. [ Exit. 


Wife. Lil fit you for your Bargain, Sir. [ Exit, 


| Enter Gaylove and Celemena. 

Cel. Tis now no time for Diſſimulation, Cap- 
tain ; I freely own nothing is ſo terrible to me as 
the Thoughts of being Szeaksby's Wife—therefore, 
if in earneſt you can find any way to diſappoint 
my Father in his defign of marrying me to that 
Idiot, I give you leave to hope, I may one day 
have the Opinion of you, you wiſh. | 

Gay. 'That is not ſufficient, Madam ; I muſt 
have an immediate Security for your Performance 
of Articles, before I undertake any thing. 

Cel. Why, I hope you have not ſeriouſly the 
Confidence to think of gaining me ſo foon——Do 
you think it reaſonable, that a Woman, who be- 
lieves herſelf in ſome meaſure agreeable, ſhould 


| loſe the pleaſure of ſeeing her Lover tremble at 


her 


* & « 
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her Approach, and by his Sighs and Melancholy 
betray the Paſſion he has for her to all who know 
him, admire all ſhe ſays, and cry up all ſhe does, 
and threaten to poiſon, ſtab, or drown himſelf to 
pacify her, whenever ſhe happens to be in the 
humour of giving Pain. 

Gay. But, Madam, I believe Squire  Szeaksby 
never read Romances, and will perhaps think it 


an unreaſonable Requeſt, ſhould you deſire him 


either to poiſon, ſtab, or drown himſelf—There- 
fore, Madam, fince all theſe Preludiums, one way. 
or other, muſt be cut off; you had e'en as good 


venture on me, and imagine that if there was. 


time for it, I would willingly come-into all theſe 
Methods to obtain you, | 

Cel. But do you conſider what you ask? Tho 
my Father proffers Sneaksby 10000 1. to take his 
Daughter off his hands, I queſtion whether he 


may be in the ſame. Humour when Gaylove has me. 


Gay. It is you, hot. your Fortune, that Lam 
ambitious of. My Commiſſion will keep us from 
want, if your Father gives you nothing; and 
when mine dies, his Eſtate, for the greater Part, 
is intail'd on me: and without being romantick, I 
ſhall think it but a poor Purchaſe for my Celemena. 

Cel. Well, let me conſider Here's a Coach 
and Six with my Father's Commands, and 10000 J. 
to back it On the other hand, 165. a Day, and 
the Title of a Captain's Lady, with a reaſonable 
Suſpicion of being turn'd out of doors with never 
a Groat—Bur then, on this fide, I've a Foo! 
on that, a Man not diſagreeable, and of allowed 
Senſe One marries me upon Compact, the other 
generouſly runs the riſque of a Fortune Well, 
Gaylove, I think you carry the day I'll lay aſide 
the Woman for once Here's my Hand. 

Gay. My future Carriage ſhall ſhow my Grati- 

ude for the Bleſſing, and 
b 0 85 Ty Cel 
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Cel. Come, no Raptures—you are a Man of 
Honour, and I expect you'll keep your Promiſe— 
I can'c bear this Coxcomb's Impertinence—Pri- 
thee banter him a little, while I retire to think on 
What I've done. | Ex. 


Egner 'Toywell. 
Tay. O Captain Gaylove ! are you here? You 

have ſerv'd me finely ! 

Gay. As how, good Sir? | 

Toy. Why did not you tell me that Mr. Truſty 
the Banker was broke? and I ſaw a Letter from 
him juſt now, which ſays, he's in as good a Condi- 
tion as ever. . 

Gay. Is he ſo? Faith I'm glad ont. 

Toy. O! but you have ruin'd me, I have loſt 
Marilla by it. 6 

Gay. Why what's Marilla to Truſty? 

Toy. Why he has her Fortune in his hands 
and if he had fail'd, ſhe had been no Wife for 


me So, upon what you have told me, I broke 


off, and releas'd her from all Ties. 


5 


Cay. Why tis none of my Fault Did I ad- 
viſe you to't ? 8 

Toy. No; for that matter, twas all my own 
doing—But I'll go and throw myſelf at her feet, 
and if ſhe has any Compaſſion 


Gay. You may ſpare yourſelf the pains, for to 
my certain Knowledge, there's a terrible ill-natur'd 


Toy. Gad's Curſe I am to loſe my Miſtreſs 


Gay. 
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Gay. His Name is Courtiy, do you know ſuch a 
Man? 12 | 


has. 


Gay. But he underſtands a Sword better than 
you do—Come, take my Advice, and be merry—. 
and when you ſee Courtly, wiſh him Joy, with an 
Air of Indifference for they are, by this time, 


marry d; ſeem pleas'd with what you can't help, 
for to my knowledge you'll get little by Reſent- 
ment. —_ ; 

Toy. Pſha! T don't care this Pinch of Snuff, 
and fince ſhe's gone—let her go. 28 


- 


Gay. Ay, this becomes you—it ſhows you are 


a Man above Diſappointment But here they 
come—now let me ſee you bear your Misfortunes 
like a Man untouch'd by em. | 
Toy. You ſhall ſee me accoſt her with the Un- 
concern of a tir'd Keeper. 


Enter Courtly, Celemena, and Marilla. 


Mar. Your Importunity, Mr. Courtly, incenſes 
me as much as Mr. Toywels Indifference; and if 
you think to teaze me into a Compliance, you 
ſhall find yourſelf deceiv'd. 

Gay. How's this? 


Toy. Ha! I find things are not fo bad as I 


thought. 


Court. Heav'n is not diſpleas'd with Prayers 
and Adorations— Tis with the moſt awful di- 
ſtance I purſue you, the tendereſt Paſſion, and 
ſincereſt Vows. | 

Mar. Perhaps I'm fix*d never to marry——and 
if fo, ſhall no more endeavour to force my Incli- 
nations, than you to govern yours. 

Toy. O! Madam, can you forgive my Raſhneſs, 
occaſion'd by the Violence of my Paſſion, for a 


belief I was not ſo wellin your Eſteem as I defir'd 


to be? Gay. 


Tay. Qurtly ! Pho, I've * better Eſtate than he 
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Cay. What a devil! have you a mind to have 
your Throat cut ? 

Mar. O! Mr. Toywel, do you repent ? Then 
ty 11 ſoon put an end to Mr. Cowrtly's Importunities. 

* Toy. Ah Madam! how ſhall I requite your 
Goodneſs ? _ | 

* Mar. Hold Sir! thank me when I deſerve it 
Mr. Courtly, you have given me daily Uneaſineſs, 
Haunting me from place to place, ſcarce leaving 
me a moment, and endeavouring by your Con- 
ſtancy to merit me; anſwer me, Guilty, or not? 

Curt. Guilty, Madam. 

Mar. You, Mr. Toyuell, on the contrary 

Toy. Ay, Madam. | 

Mar. Always ſhunn'd the Places I frequented; | 
never diſcover'd your Paſſion by either Words or 
Actions, or-hoped by Aſſiduity to gain me. 

Toy. Not I, Madam, upon my Soul--I carry'd 

myſelf ſo, that no Man on Earth would ever have 
cba ht I had valu'd. you. in the leaſt, not mr 
1 bad more Senſe—Poor Courth, how he looks! : 
he's finely fobb d. 

Gay. What will this come to? 

Mar. Know then, that T' reſolve to give myſelf 
to him who moſt deſerves me. 

Gay. That's eaſily diſtinguifh* d, 8 — 

Toy. Ay, Captain, fo tis faith T pity Courtly--Bur 
BE Lady Sar follow her Inclinations, ha ! ha! ha! 

Gay. Sdeath, leave your Impertinence—Prithee 


how came you and J fo familiar ? 
Toy. Lord, you are as cruſty. as a ſickly Miſer 


hom Depending Heir. Come, Madam, I want that 


poor Gentleman ſhould be put out of ſuſpence. 


Court. Sir! 
Mar. Nay, no quarrelling—— Mr. Court, from 


this time forwards, I defire you will lay aſide all 
Hopes, and F ears, for I now diſcharge you as my 


Jour: | 
Gay. *Sdeath . Cel 
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Cel. Why, Couſin, are you mad: eee 

Mar. Have Patience I give you now my Hand, 
with it my Heart, and make you now my Maſter. 
Court. Health to the Sick is not more welcome, 
I receive you as the greateſt Blefling Heav'n had 
in. ſtore. 

Toy. Fire and Brimſtone ! OR a 

Gay. Lou are out of Suſpence now, . 

Cel. Joy to you, Marilla, T'll be bound you've 
made a worthy Choice, and done Juſtice. 
Cay. I wanted but this to make me compleatiy 
happ | 

or Sure, Madam, you are not in earneſt.” 

Gay. You are only- fobb'd, —_ 

Enter Fairman, dragging in Sneaksby. 

- Fair, An impudent Villain ! to make a 8 
of my Houſe ! 

Fas How did I know twas your Houſe, hen 
1 was ſo drunk, I did not know myſelf—beſide, 
you need not make ſuch a to do about it; I did 
no Lig as I know of 

y. What's the matter, Sir, that your intend- 
ed. — is in this Condition 25 
Fair. No, no, Captain, I'll have no ſach drunken 
lewd Wretches in my Family Sending juſt now 
to look for him, to know what was the reaſon his 
Aunt did not come to ſeal the Writings, where do 
you think he was found? but in the Cockloft, 
where it ſeems he had -lain all Night with the 
Wench that feeds the Poultry. 

Cel. A bleſſed Husband you had choſe for me 
truly, Sir! 

Fair. I was wrong indeed, in believing thou 
could'ſt be happy with ſuch an Idiot and rejoice 
I have made this Diſcovery before it was too late. 
Sneak. Marry what care I—I can have a Wife 1 
warrant you; but Aunt ſhall know how you have 
us'd me—mayhap ſhe may tell you your own. 


Gay. 
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Gay. Here's another fobb'd too Come, cheer 
up Man, you ſee you have a Companion in Tribu- 
lation. 5 5 
Fair. Pray leave my Houſe, and tell your Aunt 

there's no occaſion for the Writings now. 

Gay. I believe you may ſpare yourſelf that Trou- 
ble, Sir, for I expect her here every moment, with 
her new Husband. 5 | 

Fair. Husband : why, is ſhe marry'd?., 

Gay. Yes, faith, and to one, who, I'll engage, 

Will take care not a Foot of her Eſtate ſhall de- 
ſcend to this Gentleman. 33 
Fair. I'm glad on't-—tho? this News yeſter- 


* 


5 day wou'd have been a very great Diſappointment 


to me. Om 
| Enter Graſpall. 

Ha! who have we here? a Stranger indeed! Mr. 

Graſpall ! 1 


SGraſp. Ay, truly, Mr. Fuirman, I don't often 
viſit— but my Pudſy has taken a Fancy to be 
mighty merry to-day, and I love to humour her 
ſo if you, your Niece, and Daughter, and all 
this good Company, will take a Dinner with her, 
ye ſhall have a hearty Welcome. As for the reſt 
of her Entertainment, let her anſwer, I never 
trouble myſelf with thoſe things. | 

Fair. Miracles are not ceas'd, I find! 
EGeraſp. What ſay you, Sir, will you do us the 
Favour? I hope he is engag'd. IAlade. 

Fair. Sir, tis a Favour you ſo ſeldom ask, that 
I believe nobody will refuſe it you Gentlemen 
Captain, you hear the Invitation can you go? 

Court. O! by all means, Sir. 

Gay. I'll wait upon you, Sir. 

Toy. Am I in the Number of your Gueſts, Sir. 

Graſp. Ay, ay, all of you, if there were a 
hundred—I ſhall expect you ſoon—your Servant, 


and I wiſh the firſt Diſh may choak you. LENS 
x] air. 


/ 
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Fair. There muſt be ſomething extraordinary has 
hippen'd to occaſion” chis Fit "of Generolify == 
ler us go. 1 

If that which is moſt rare is counted beſt," 
We cannot want it a Aer, s Feaſt, * 15 C 


163-0? 
10.715 Ens, Beanmont, and Graſp all. t 7 fob 
| Bog, Ay. now I like you Mr. Graſps this is 
done like a, Man who ktiows how to ale his For- 
turte—T look on Hoſpitality to be the moſt plea- 
ſurable of any Verte, and when y you Have 9185 
try'd it, I don't doübt but the Whole” Cou Ty 
will very often find the Effects of it. 
* Graſp. You'll find yourſelf CUES our iti 
your Politics, if vou do think ſo, that I can tell 
you. 118 DIE 4 


Beau. Once or twice A Week at 16601 TY 


one may expect to find good Company here. 

Graſp. 'Sdeath ! he wants to take out * 20805 1 
in Board, I believe. [4ftde.] As often ds I can, Sir 
Harry=btir,' alas! I Am infirm and e 1 
crazy and ſotneriitch can't bear tlie Sig 
Fire, or the Smell of dreſſing Meat 108 4 carter 
of a Year together. 

Beau. Poor Man But y o esa bt in Cohn 
yourſelf with that 4 eve Collation, 'with. 8 
or four Dozen of Champagne. and Burgundy I 
ſerve well dich Tce rlends will EXC aſe the 
teſt on account of (your Indiſp ofition, 5 5 n 

Graſp, "They ſhall when 1 e it em. Le 
But, Sir Harry, I can't endure a. Noi... 

Bean. 'As for thar, you have a large F Hou Hee, 
and may eaſily retire into ſome. remote Part 6 
where you wont be diſturb d Your Cie 
will be contented to ſpare you, ptovided you leave 
your Wife, and the Fiddles to entertain em. 

Graſp. That wou'd be fine indeed — bud! 


ſell my Houſe, and five in Wales among t 
K be Pres 
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Sir you know I am free 


66 A WIr E 70 be Leit 


Mountains, where nobody will attempt ts, come 


near me for fear of breaking their Necks. 


Beau. I think you lock ill now+—1. 852 afraid 
you won't be 12 5 to les us have qur Company 
to-day—if you find your [elf out E Per, pray 
don't hazard growing worſe by an Orer-Com- 


papers 11 anſwer for it, nobody will take it 


if you ſhut up yourſelf all day. 
_ Graſp. The Devil I will no, no, Sir te, 1 
am mighty well—mighty well as can be, and fo 
all my good Friends ſhall find Here they. come. 


Enter Gaylove, Courtly, Toywell, Faitnav, Ma- 
In, and Celemena. 


You are welcome, Sirs, heartily welcome . 
Fair. Fe we thank vun. 
Court, We are all oblig d to you=—Sir Harry, 

Your moſt, humble Seryan 
"4 Tours, Ck IT dies, yours-———bur 

5 ere's your Wife, Mr. 'Graſpail 2 your fair Vi- 
ors Fill think themſelves Ange us ſhe 

abſent —— _-_. - oe art * 

6505 YI! go and fee for 1 1 
Beau, III fe you the . if, you, 80 


Exit. 


; Graſp, Ay, and. ſo ſhau'd 8 all be on the 
ſame ondirions. Come, Gentlemen 7805 
mena, Mrs. Marilla, pray fit. down—you'l Eo 8 


me, 1 don t love wuch Ceremony but pray be 


merry. _ 
3 Wine, Sir, gives a 18 to 88 
after Dinner, when the chearful Glaſs goes round, 
you may expect we ſhall be heartily erty: 
_ Wife wit hin.] Murder! Murder ! 
Fair. Ha! what's this? 0 
order erype. 
. er Wife ; Voice. 3 


Enter 


WIE 40 le Lett. 6 


Euter Beaumont ap Amadea fighting, Mrs. Graf pall 

Bean. Villain ! ! to abuſe 10 worthy a Man 1 but 
from my Arm thou halt receive the TION Coun 
of thy Treachery. F: bas 

Amad. I fear you n bt 0 52 

Wife. Part em, part em. 6 3/72 £16 

Court. What's the Matter, Sir Harry? _ '\ 

ee Baſe Villain! I and thou, ungrateful Wos 
man its 20% 

N. . Ob! Sir au, you will not be fo bar- 
barous to — me? (0 0 | 

_ Graſp. Why 2 mhar's this Meaning of all this >, 

Beau. Not expoſe you, Madam! yes, to the 
whole World—you bag cou'd wa 1 e 
tender a Husb ana. { 

 Graſp.:Ha:!: how ie 100 

Beau. So- good, ſo true a Friend, fo — 2 
Man, and one ſo infinitely fond of you, ſhall re- 
ceive no Pity, no Regard from me Tou mult 
know, Gentlemen, that going to ſeek this Lady, 
for whom'till now I had the greateſt Reſpect, I 
found her in the Embraces ＋ 
lant— They ſtarted when they ſaw me, and tho 
my Sword was in a moment ready to revenge my 
injur'd Friend, his was noe tardy in Defence 
but thoꝰ you have prevented mei at preſent, I all 
find a time to make the Villain {marr, 115/920 

Court. Lm amaz'd. f 

Fair. She that was eſtee mid fo rercuous | 7: 5 

Toy. They are all fo till caught. 

Graſp. And haſt thou done this? Haſt thou 
made a Cackoid of chy AF Rublig+-—5/00 Cocka-" 
Frice $260" 

Wife. 1 | 1 ſee Surprize in every Face, and naw 
my Repuration has been hitherto fo fair, that I 
believe ſome here ſcarce credit what they hear; 
by I ' diſdain to be a Hypocrite, nor will deny 


K 2 dhe 


that young Gal- 
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58 e Wir x to be Lett. 
the Truth This lovely Youth, this Darling 
my Soul, has indeed reeivd whatever Favours 4 
cou d antreat, or Love prompt me to grant. 
(ul. Monſtrous Impudence! i vn 0 
Mar. I never 3 the like. . ien 
Graſp. And do For © own it then 2 have you no 
Shame ? T9; T46T A 
IVife. Lou taught me to i daipile all "Sal of 
Shame, when laughing at that Notion which the 
World calls Virtue, you forc'd me, contrary: to 
my Nature, to my; Inchnations,: to the Principles 
my Youth was bred to obſerve, to yield myſelf 
a Prey to your inſariate Avarice, and . baſe 
Deſires. 1 £16; * 23 ori . 
Hair. Ho ] d add rhe 7 e 9864] 
Wife. Did you not "Cell <p let me out to 
Hire, and fore d my trembling Vertue to. obe) 
Did T:not kneel, and weep, and beg but you 
had receiv d the Price you ſet me at, and I male 
mo; or be turn'd out a Beggar. e303 on 
© Fair; What! let his Wife for Hire. 
Curt. Agree for Mony to his own Diongur! . 
Dy. [K if J had: —— that, I'd have been 
a eee doſt _ ee wee old 
Eures ha! 1 
— Graſp: -Fop ! Fool 0 Oh — I were ett: 7 
Me. Since you have taught me, I'Il now ex- 
perience that Charm Mankind's ſo fond of, Va- 
riety—I Il give a Looſe to each unbounded: Appe- 
tite, rage thro? all Degrees of Aon, nor ſhall 
you dare to contradict my Pleaſure. 
*G#afſp. Pray kill me will nobody kill me. 2 
Gay,. Why truly, Sir, as the Caſe ſtands, I 
think tis the greateſt Kindneſs can be done you. 
Mie. But do not imagine you ſhall ever reap 
any Advantage from my Crimes I have broke 


open your Cloſer, and the 2000 J. Sir Harry paid 


you * me, I bare beſtow*d ou this dear 
Man. 1. Cast. 


AVI x tobe Lett. 69 
Graſp. Oh! Oh lt Money gone too!, 
Wife. You ſhall find what tis to have a vicious 
Wife Do you no now repent” what you have 
done, and i cou'd reſume my Vertue — 
tho it ſhou'd coſt you twice as much as you re- 
ceiy'd for my renouncing it? 

Eraſp. J do indesd; I. ſee my Error now tis 
too late Oh damn d, damn id Avarice ! . 4 

"Wife. You wou net tempt me then, were it 
en 


2 


«We: Not or the gtenteſt Confiderarion. * w_ 
Graſp. Not for the Univerſe—— but do not 
plague me, I ſhall not live to endare it long. 


Wife. Stay, Sir, your Sorrow moves me; if 1 | 


may believe your Penitence ſincere, I can return 
to your Embraces a true, a faithful, and a ver- 
tuous Wife. 

— Graſp. What new Tavention to diſtraRt me 
more N. 9 

Beau. She rolls you Truth by Heay? o—rhat 
ſeeming Gentleman with whom I fought, and 
who you think has injur'd you, has not the Pow'r 


-—Appear, my Love, without Diſguiſe—See, Sir, | 


a Woman and my Wie. 
mn. HOW! ch | 


Gay. Amadea WW, 399 1 


3 The ſame, Gele Couſi peer appt 
than when you ſaw me laſt, by the addition e 0 Sir 
Harry's Love confirm'd. _ | 

Gay. I wiſh you Joy. 

Gase. May J believe my Epi? 93 


Beau. They do not deceive you, Sir—this plot 


was laid on purpoſe: to cure you, if 'rwas poſſible, 
of that covetous, ſordid Diſpofition, which has ever 


been the Blot of your Character Land a little 
alſo to revenge the Contempt you ſeem'qd to have 


of ſo good a Wife———when you were willing to 
chaſſer her for Gold | Court. 


* r F 
3 


70, A WIr E to be Lett. 


Court. Twas handſomely. contriy dr _ 8 
Cel. I ms glad to find ſhe — 0 brought herſelf 
Sz ; for proteſt i 8 Fetpbigh, for her two Minutes 


. Come, Sir, if. you — any Conſideration. 
of Honour, and the eternal Infamy and Diſgrace 
ſhe. has preſerv/d you from, you will admire: * 

ertues, and entreat her Pardon — — 

_ Graſp. Pudfſy, dear Pudſy, can ſt thou . me. 

Mie. Riſe, Sir, this is not a Poſture for a Huſ-. 
band I form'd this Deſign only? to make you 
worthy of that Name, and th; eyer make i it my 
Study to prove 9 150 a molt. c edient Wife. 

Fair. This is a happ 7 9 2 indeed; but 
W more Company, 125 eee — 


Ener Widow, Dogood, "Shawble: ES 


ad Your Servant, Gentlemen, your Servant, 
Ladies; 1 beg pardon for my long Abſence 
bur, but cou'd not riſe ro-day, I think. 
Cay. Sir l 5 his part then pretry 
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mel laſt Ni ht, I * find. $5943 £35 
4 5 Fair. Joy, N Jadam—you have ole Wedding, 


Mid. i of Quality nevey talk 27 1 Af- . 
fairs till they are accompliſh'd, Mr.; Lane 
Sir Triſtram here was fo preſſi˖ng. 

. Court. And your! Ledyuy ſo eaſ =, 

. Graſp. Sir Triſtram ! Why are you all mad? 

ul "why, this is Jonathan e e I know Jo- 
nathan Shamble; he was Footman to a Nephew of 
mine about four or five Vears 450. (When NS Was 
laſt in London. 

Al. Ha, ha, ha! a Foctman.!.-. ; , 

Gay. Well, well, Mr. Graſpall, bes a Man of. 
an Eſtate now, and. "Twill be os to rip 5 E 
. : 
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WIH to te 7 W 


y 4 1 am not cheated, ure Fl 
aa of all this? 
Shßam. Why, faith, my tour Wie, PEA the 


Truth muſt —* 3 only borrow*d: m Quality to 


"9p myſelf agreeable co you··— 

Mid. Villain] Rogue! Ill tear 205 to. pieces, 

Spam. Hold, hald, good Lady, Paſſion have 
mercy on my 2 far they are none of y 
own. © 

ay. Patienge, Madam, Patience! . does 

not become ag of Qualit. 

Id, A Foorman! a dotman! but Ph. have 
kin: bang'd, he's a Cheat, he has marryd me in a 
falſe Name; but you ſhan't think to carry it 
I was not born. Yeſterday : 12 80 to a Lawyer 
immediately. 943 

Gay. Hark ye, <* hack ye, a Anger 
will do you bus little Service he has wedded you, 
bedded you, and got your Writings, and if 3 


r calmly en the Matter, you'll find nothing 


can be done in this Affair for your Satisfaction 
you had better therefore quietly forgive the Im- 
poſition ; and as you have a good Eſtate, turn part 
ob ir into ready Money, and e en buy him aTitle— 
ſuck Things are Soul: i every day in London and 
when once you have made a Gentleman of him, 
ey ry body won 7. Nan by Wee he came 
to be one. | MEN Yar, 
Mid. Why that? $ true, indeed. TH 
Gay. Foul find it your beſt” way.” 
Wid. Well, fince there's no Help, Pu gel all J 
have, and away to London. 
Gay. You may be happy W dare ſwear 
he'll make yow a gaod Husband. 
Wid. That's all T have to hope. 
Gay. Well, I think I have been very buſy 3 in 


endeavouring to ſettle the Happineſs of others 
"ris 


272 A Wirz to be Lett. 


*tis high time now. to conſider my own, which 
hes only in"your pow*r, Sir, to beſtow. . 
Fair. Sir, Mr. Courtly has juſt now acquainted 
me with the Kindheſs you have for my Daughter 
I know your Father, and 1 approve of your Cha- 
racter therefore if ſhe is of the ſame Opinion 
(for I will never go about to force her Inclinations 
more) ſhe is yours, with the fame Fortune I de- 
ſign'd to give the Squire — what ſay you, Cele- 
mena 2 
Cl. I ſhouꝰd have endeavour d to obey you, Sir, 
ev'n where my, Nature was moſt reluctant but in 
this, I confeſs, you've chbſen' with my Eyes. 
"Fair. Why, then bleſs you both——T think poor 
Mr Toywell is the only unhappy Man amon us. 
"Toy. Faith, Sir, J am poſitively eaſy : I'll e'en 
trip to Bath this Seaſon, and I don't doubt but I 
all there find an Opportunity with ſome ng 
Damſel to repay my Loſs in Marilla. 4 


Beau. How ſimply Politic i is fooliſh Man 13 
How poor, how wain, our deepeſt laid Deſigns, 

J the all-ſeeing Eye of Providence! |; 
li ie thoſe weak Webbs by Eſop's Spider wrought 
b ſtop the Swift- wing d Swallow in her Fligbe: 
bo, with Contempt ſurveys her fruitleſs Pains,” 
© Her Folly pities, and her Rage diſdains; 
2 her Wi les, breaks thro the tender $ da 
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An Irregular O D E, 
To Mr. WALTER BOWMAN, Pro- 


fer of the Mathematicks. Occaſion'd 


by his objetting againſt my giving the 
Name HIILAAITUS 70 Aaron Hill 


Eſq; 


WR Own the Name, which to my Muſe 

Yo = | (owes Birth, 
ils far beneath the mighty Wearer's worth: 
But ſay, what Means can tortur'd Wit invent, 
Charms to deſcribe which in Idea pain? ; 
Can Reading ſhow a Word of ſuch extent, 
'To graſp a Glory Thought can ſcarce contain ? 

Jo me, impoſſible it ſeems : 


But Thou ! alas! art far remov'd from Me by vaſt 


(Extreams. 


A Un- 


2 POEMS on 


+ Unskill'd 1 in Science, in rude Ign' rance bred; 
Unhappy that J am, 

(For mine is not the Blame) 

Learning's ſweet Paths I ne'er was taught to 

ad. 


; 
by 

* 
* 
+ 
3 hy 
15 
* 
A 
*t 
= 
Ka, 
q 

* 
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( Bur if ſuch Force in well-plac'd been dwells 
1 Which can all Heaven Epitomize, 5 
; Contract Immenſity to narrow Space, I 
it Wide different Beauties in one Round comprize, 5 
by | And blend their Luſtre in a mix*d Embrace; 
El Thine is the Art, great Bard! and thine the pow'r- 
3 (ul Spells. 
1 Tou] who canſt travel Nature's Secrets o © 
" And all Philoſophy's dark Depths explore ! 
„ Thou ! who to Worlds unknown canſt point 
1 (the way, ( 
Th And to benighted Reaſon lend a Ray, 
5 Jo guide the Wand' rer led too long aſtray, 
5 Do Thou exert thy oft-try'd Skill! 
4 And what might thouſand Volumes fill 
tal (Yet Language — 5 unable to diſcharge) 
. In one all-meaning Fiat ſpeak at large. 
Al By thy inſpe&ive Power, 
_ Deſcry ſome lucky Hour, 
att When the floth-ſhedding Sway of Saturn yields 
1 To Mercury's inſpiring Reign, 
* When vigorous Planets rule the Azure F ields, 
* And warmly actuate Man's inventive Brain; 
xt Study can know no nobler Aim, 
mY Than to 2 out ſome comprehenſive Name 
8 For Him, Fhom to admire, is the beſt Plea for 
1 (Fame. 
5 A Name it muſt be, which implies 
* At once the Wonders of his Soul and Re. 
Et ; = 


Cherubial Sweetneſs ! Godlike Majeſty! 
Numberleſs Myriads of Divinities, 
Which, earth, in his Looks, his Words, his 
0 Works, we ſee : 
a let it be in Sound, 
Yer with Solemnity abound ; 
With Heaven-tun'd Notes adorn the nervous 
| (Senſe, 
Soft as his Voice, but lofty as his Mien: 
Each thrilling Syllable a 7.0 *'d-Awe impart, 
Which thro' the Ear, may ſtrike the Heart 


With rapt'rous Tremblings ; touch the Strings 


(of Lite, 
Make Extaſy within it ſelf at ſtrife 
Twixt Tenderneſs and Reverence : 
To the Mind's Eye make every Glory ſcen, 
And the wrapt Soul feel all his Force, tho' Worlds 


(ſhould ruſh between: 


But if thou ſekſt what Learning cannot ſhow/ 
For all in vain, I fear, is human Art, 
To the great Source of perfect Knowledge g go; 
Shake off Mortality, and on a Beam 
Of tow ring Thought, ſwift thro” the Ether dart, | 

Where blazing Galaxies of Light, - 
Strike the aw'd Eye, and dazzle vulgar Sight; 
Nor, till thou reach the Throne of the Supreme, 
Let, meaner Views retard th' advent*rous Flight. 
There, Mosks ! David! Gipeon! and the reſt 

Of the immortal Bleſt, 

Who by his deathleſs Lays more glorious Shine, 
Will bal ch hy glad Approach in ſhoutingThrongs, 
And bid thee welcome to the Realms divine; 
Both Saints and Angels forward thy Requeſt, 

(Angels are his Admirers too, 
And copy Hallelujahs from his Songs) 

Nor ſhall thy Wiſhes vainly ſue ; | 

5 A 2 . "I 
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Th' Almighty's Self will ſmile with pleas'd 4 
ar 
And give thy daring Genius this reward: V 
Of all who Tribute paid, 
Of Thee it ſhall be ſaid, 
Heaven's darling Care ſtands all to thee confeſt; 
'Thou know ſt Him moſt, and can'ſt deſcribeHim 
(beſt. 
But till that Day, my boaſtful Pride ſhall live ! 
A Pride, ſo vaſt, as Empire could not give! 
Far as Creation reaches, ſhall the Name 
Elixa choſe, tune the whole Voice of Fame; 
The wafting Air ſhall bear the Accents round, 
And all the wide Expanſe echo the rapt'rous 
(Sound : 
'Thro? every Orb, HII IARIVs ſhall be heard, 
And Altars to his ſhining Virtues rear d; 
H1LlLakrivus there, as here, be underſtood, 
By all the Wiſe, the Brave, the Great, and Good. 
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CLIMENE'sS 
Complaint to MIRTILLO. 
Tranſlated from the FRE NCH. 


| \ S injur'd Sappho, when by Phaon left, 
Of Joy, of Comfort, and of Peace bereft, 

In tuneful Notes her wretched State bewail'd, 
Yet nothing on the perjur d Swain prevail'd ; 

So I, tho' in a leſs harmonious Strain, | 
With like Succeſs, of greater Wrongs complain. 
A far more lovely Phaon I have loſt, 2 
And more than Sappho is Climene croſt: 

Her ſoftning Muſe cou'd give her Mind relief, 
But mine, ſerves only to encreaſe my Grief ! 

My Thoughts confus'd, to wild Diſtraction bend, 
And different Paſſions in my Breaſt contend ! 
The Violence of both too well I prove, 
Reſtrain'd by Honour, and pufn d on by Love 
Pride bids me your Indifference diſdain, 
But Love prevails to call you back again: 
Since to ſubmit, *tis then ſo hard a Task, 
Ah! let me not, Mirtillo, vainly ask? 
Return, return, my faithleſs Dear! return, 

No longer let the poor Climene mourn 3; 

Climene, who for Thee the World deſpis'd, 
Climene, once by 'Thee ſo juſtly priz'd ! 

; A 3 | How 
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How often on ſome fragrant Bank we've ſat, 
By ſhady Trees defended from the Heat ? 
No Ornament th? adjacent Meads could wear, 
You ſtrip'd their Beauties to adorn my Hair; 
Nor was your Kindneſs ill by me repaid, 
I wove em into Chaplets for your Head: 
Tir'd with this innocent Felicity, 
Buſineſs you feign ; but did you love like me, 
I ſhou'd your moſt important Buſineſs be. 
Chang” d is your Mind, fince Paris“ Choice you 
(prais'd, 

Who, by the hope of Love and Beauty rais'd, 
Adjudg'd the long-conteſted golden Erie - 
Alone was due to Venus conquering Eyes: 

uno wou'd now the envy*d Preference claim, 
And Love be held bur as an empty Name. 
For Greatneſs you forſake the ſhady Grove, 
And to the loud tumultuous Town remove; 
Unjuſt, Unkind Mirtillo! — But, no more! 
Complaints are frnitleſs, vainly J implore; 
More Deaf than Seas or Winds to my requeſt, 
And more impregnable than Rocks, thy Breaſt. 
When Theſeus, Ariadne had betray'd, 
She was, in Heaven, a Conſtellation made; 
Snatch'd by th' ind ulgent God from Earth to Skies, 
Her perjur'd Lover's Scorn ſhe now defies. 
Ah! Why will not ſome pitying Power beſtow 
Compaſſion on the loſt Cl:mene's Woe ? 
Not to be Great your Favour I implore, ; 


Annihilate my Soul, I ask no more. | 
| ? j D \ 
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Tranſlated from the FR E NCH. 
OULD my faint Verſe but copy what I feel, 


, 


But half the Pangs of my rack'd Soul reveal; | 


Thy generous Heart would pity my Diſtreſs, 
And eaſe that Anguiſh which I can't expreſs. 
For, Oh ! *tis only in thy pow'r t'appeaſe 


My warring Thoughts, and bid my Tumults ceaſe. - 


Bur firſt reflect (thou God of my Deſires) . 
What ſort of Paſſion, Worth like thine inſpires ! 
Think what a vaſt Profuſion of Delight 
My wondrous Love! Thy wondrous Charms 

„V - (excite! 
By thy own Merits, thou my Zeal may'ſt prove, 
And by th' almighty Cauſes judge my Love! 
Both are ſo vaſt, ſo far ſurpaſſing all 1 
That perfect, great, or excellent we call, 
Each ſtands alone, a bright Original ! 

Let ſtill, thus bleſt with more than mortal Joys, 
Prophetick Fears my Happineſs deſtroys ! 

Strange Shiverings run thro” every vital Part! 
And a dead Damp o'er-ſpreads my tremblingHeart ! 
Alarm'd Deſire ! even in your Arms is chill'd, 

As early Bloſſoms by rough Blaſts are kill'd : 

Cold Apprehenſion, midſt of Rapture ſteals, 

And Heaven, and Hell, at once, my Boſom feels ! 
Nor are theſe Omens vain, a day will come 
When Love no more ſhall in your Thoughts have 

| (room: 
When tir'd Deſire, ſhall to Remorſe give way, 
And cool Reflection to your View diſplay 


All my Demerits and my Faults betray : 
| A 4 Wben 
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When Iabandon'd and deſpis'd mult fly 

To ſome dark Shade, and there forgotten lie, 
Till Fate in pity, gives me leave to die: 

Nor dare to upbraid your too too juſt Diſdain, 

But only on penurious Heaven complain ! 

In humble Grief, my want of Charms deplore, 

But lift my Eyes to Hope, and you no more! 

If therefore, aught be true that you pretend, 


If with the Lover, you avow the Friend; 
Forbear to urge my Wiſhes to their height, 
Leſt ſudden Woe o'er-take the daring Flight, 
And down, at once, I fink in endleſs Night. 
No farther let me tread the glittering Maze, 
But at becoming diſtance humbly gaze ; 
Adore the Glories of your god-like Soul, 
And all the Softneſs of my own controul. 
Chear'd with your Sight, wiſh no ſuperior Bliſs, - 
And all the train of fond Deſires diſmiſs. A 
Bur, Oh! too far my heedleſs Love has i{tray'd, 
Too much the Dictates of Defire obey 'd ; 
And I perhaps, by Reaſon's Jury caſt, | 

In vain ask Mercy when my Doom is paſt. 
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Tranſlated from the FRENCH 


X/ EARY, deteſting all Society, 
Since ſhun'd by him I only wiſh to ſee, 
I fly the chearleſs ſight of Human Kind, 
Seek Solitude befitting my ſad Mind: 
Where unalarm'd and free 
From Inſults and from Flattery, 
FSBenſe in a Lethargy of Thought, 
Might be diflolv'd, TMor Iod forgot, 
And future Time glide on, unfelt, in bleſt Stupi- 
dity. 
But, when to unfrequented Wilds J run, 
Or hide me in ſome day-defying Gloom, | 
Where the bright Lamp of Heaven ne'er ſhone, 
And Night ſeems ever but begun! 
Cruel Remembrance perſecutes me {till, 
And diſappoints my Will ; 
Shows what I was, with what I'm now become, 
And racks my Brain with curs'd Compariſon. | 


What ſhall T do? alas! I ſtrive in vain ; 
Long-loſt Repoſe I never muſt regain : 

Where e'er I go, TimoLton is there! 

Even Darkneſs cannot hide him from my Sight, 


His fatal Beams dart through the Vail of Night, 


To my Soul's Eye, his Glories all appear 
And wake Reflection with too glaring Light! 
The ſleeping Paſſions at the quickning Blaze, 
Start to new Life, and hoſtile Vigour gain. 
All Foes alike to Reaſon's ſway, 

Each his whole Force diſplays 

To torture or betray, 
With Shows of Pleaſure, or with real Pain. 


, 


Hope, 


——— , * * 
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Hope, flatt' ring Paraſite, is always near, 
Oppos'd to him, ſtands Tyrant Fear, 
Both have enough to ſay, and both by turns en- 
(groſs my Ear. 
Long they ſtruggle, but in van, 
Deſpotick Rule to gain. 
Their Strength is equal, my divided Soul 
Yields now to this, and then to that's Controul ; 
And whilſt of neither diſpoſſeſt, (Breaſt. 
Both with convulſive Fury rend my bleeding 
'Thought watgig againſt Thought like meeting 
(Tides 
Daſh o'er each other with tumultuous Force, 
O'er-whelming all within their rapid Courſe, 
All rage at once, all conquer, and yet none ſub- 
( ſides. 
My Mind a Chaos of Confuſion ſeems, 
Doubt-kill'd Expectance, ſoon as born, expires, 
Ten thouſand Horrors the ſhort Joy ſucceed, 
And each new 'Thought does a new Fury breed; 
Wild and abortive Schemes ! 
Deſp air-check'd Wiſhes, and untam'd Deſires, 
ee, nameleſs, Contradictions riſe, 
Driving, in Storms, my ſcatter'd Senſe about; 
Determination, her ſought Aid denies, 
And Madneſs reigns throughout ! 
So, when o'er Buildings fir'd, aWhirlwind rides, 
And every way, th? excentrick Flame divides, 
Some, ſnatch'd aloft in blazing Volumes fly, 
And paint with dreadful Radience all the Sky ; 
"White others downward hurl'd, 
Ar firſt, devour the humble Duſt, and crawl a- 
( long the ground, 
Till at their Lot enrag'd, they gather round, 
Ack ſpread vaſt Ruin thro? th' affrighted World. 
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The VISION. 


S I this Morn, neglecting coming Day, 
In the dull God's Embrace ſupinely lay; 
My nobler Part, ſcorning to be confin'd, 8 
Did upwards ſoar, and left my Earth behind: 
Thro* the Ætherial Regions ſwiftly flew, 
Paſt interpoſing Clouds which barr'd my View. 
Methought, with ſtedfaſt and undazled Eyes, 
I took in all the Glory of the Skies! 
Beheld the rolling Orbs in order move, 
And in their Symmetry, prov'd the Art of Jove. 
But long I could not in that Proſpect ſtay, 
My hurry*ng Fancy made me farther ſtray 
To thoſe bright Plains, where, in ſuperior State, 
The High-thron'd Sons of Wit illuſtrious far ! 
Each had their Works in ſhining Caſes plac'd, 
With Stars adorn'd, more by their Titles grac'd. 
Theſe ſeem'd the genuine Product of their Art; 
Which to th' Unlearn'd, no Profit could impart : 
But what amaz'd me moſt, vaſt heaps I ſpy d 
Of Books, (the ſame Inſcriptions beautify'd) 
With Pages torn, and Leaves diſorder'd, he 
Like uſeleſs Lumber, thrown neglected by! 
With eager haſte, the neareſt Lines I ſnatch'd, 
But, e*er my purpoſe fully was diſpatch'd, 
The awfull't Form, which grac'd the Laureat 


(Sect, 
Did in theſe Words, my erring Search direct. 
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In vain thou here, wou'dſt Ovid's Softneſs find 
Or trace the Majeſty of Homer's Mind ! 
Our forceful Fire, in faint 'Tranflation loft, 
Can little of its native Vigour boaſt ! 
Wouldſ thou behold us as at firſt we were, 
Back to the nether World again repair ; 
There thou, thy wonder-ſearching Soul may'lt fill 
With due contemplating Hillarius” Ski!" ; 
In him our different Beauties center'd, ſhine, 
With congregated Pow'r, and Blaze divine! 
Our Muſes now attend on him alone, 
Join'd with a brighter, greater, of his own ! 
Had former 'Times been, like the preſent, bleſt, 
Low Adorations, had their Joy confeſt! 
Each Path to Delphos, had been left untrod, 
His ftar-like Fame had pointed out the God! 
And happy Britain, proud of ſuch a Birth, 
Receiv'd the loaded Tribute of the Earth! 

Go then, his matchleſs Works with IM read 

1 oer, 
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Juſt Admiration will enflame thee more, 
Than vain Deſires of Knowledge could before. 
It any Spark of true poetick Fire, 
Does thy dull Breaſt, with generous Warmth in- 
| (ſpire ; 
'That 'Theme will call it forth, and teach thee, how 
More able Pens their Gratitude ſhould ſhow 
For abdicated Wir, ſo long deplor'd, 
Now, by his Genius to the World reſtor'd ! 
Thus ſpoke the Bard, and all the Bays-wreath'd 
F ([ Tribe, 
In ſhouts of Joy, did pleas'd Aſſent aſcribe ! 
Then ſwift, as ſhooting Stars, the Phantoms fled, 
And I, that moment, found my ſelf in Bed. 
But, Oh ! when Soul and Body were rejoin'd, 


What various Tranſports fir'd my anxious * ? 
: Y 
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Not mov'd with wonder at ſo ſtrange a Dream, 


(My waking Thoughts, can find no other Theme,) 


But ſtruck with conſcious Guilt, with Shame 
| (oppreſs d, 
I curs'd my backward Muſe, which charm'd 
| Fs Tas: | and bleſt . 
With unhop*d Favours, had no Thanks expreſt. 
In vain I rag'd, vainly did Efforts make, 
My grateful Meaning, or his Worth'to ſpeak. 
Amazing Excellence ! what words can paint ? 
To deſcribe Lightning, Colours are too faint : 
The vaſt Idea, over-ſwell'd my Thought, 
And all my Senſes to Confuſion brought. 
As thoſe whoſe Opticks, ne'er were bleſt with 
| RD (Sighr, 
But from their Birth condemn'd to darkſome 


(Night; 
By miracle at laſt, their Eyes unſeal' d. 
And the bright Glories of the Sun reveal'd ; 
With ſudden Tranſport ſtart, with Rapture gaze, 
Their new-born Senſe, half loſt in wild Amaze! 
So I, who but ſome Glimmerings had ſeen, 
Some little Sketches, of Wit's glorious Scene, 
With inſtant Ruſh, all Heaven at once diſclos d, 
Such beamy Brightneſs, *gainſt weak Senſe op- 
| __ (pos'd: 
Shot Rays too fierce ! too poynant to ſuſtain, 
And, ev'n to madneſs, work'd my aking Brain! 
Aw'd | charm'd ! and dazled: cool Reflections 
. (ſhun; 
My ſtaggering Reaſon, into Flights I run! 
With incoherent Extaſies am fir dd, 
Such, as of old, the Bacchanals inſpir d! 
What can the Medium in my Soul reſtore ? 
What give the Calmnefs I enjoy'd before? 


Vain 
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Vain Hope, Nature muſt change, in him, or me!) 
I grow leſs ſenſible, or leſs glorious he ! 

E*er paſt Tran quillity again can be. 
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To HILLARIUS 
On his ſending ſome VERSE S, 
ſign d M. F. 


N vain a borrow/d Name, ſhrowds Light divine! 
Nothing from me can be conceal'd, that's thine! 
What tho' each Character wore deep diſguiſe, 
Such as might cheat the moſt diſcerning Eyes: 
My Soul acknowledg'd the magnetick Call! 
And cry d, in tranſport, Tis Hillarius all! 
But what, thou great Inſpirer, could attone, 
If Senſe deceiv'd, I had ſome outrage done? 
If ſacrilegiouſly, with Scorn poſſeſt, i 
I'd torn the Paper, which thy Hands have bleſt ? 
For who, approv'd by thee, can ſtoop to take 
'The little Praiſes that the Vulgar make ? 
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On her asking me how I likd a 
fine Poem of Mr. HIL L's. 


HY, cruel ! lov'ſt thou to torment thy Friend! 
Say, to whar Aim, does this ſtrange Que- 
(ſtion tend ? 
How much I lik'd ! admir'd ! ador'd ! thou ſaw'ſt, 
When in amazement every Senſe was loſt. 
If meanly pleas'd, we may expreſs delight, 
For moderate 'Themes, will moderate Joys excite : 
But, Oh! when fir'd with Extaſy too great, 
Tranſport-ſhook Reaſon, quits its tott*ring Seat; 
The fault*ring Tongue, the Uſe of Speech denies, 
And 'Thought itſelf, in height of Rapture dies! 
The great Saint Paul, peculiarly grac'd, 
Who all the ſhining Tracts of Glory trac'd ! 
Art his return, could no Deſcriprion raiſe ; 
Heaven ! and Hillarius ! are above all Praiſe. 
All other Wonders loſe their Name, when known, 
But He ! the more explor'd is brighter ſhown ! 
At every View, new Rays of Excellence, 
Dart from his Store, and ſtrike our ſtarring Senſe ! 
Read thou with care, each Soul- extracting Line, 
With what a force, the vary d Glories ſhine! | 
Mark, how his Thunders roar, his Le 
aſh ! 


See, th' encountring Billows, how they daſh ! 
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